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EMPEROR CHARLES V.
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HARLES V. was born at Ghent on Boox I.
‘ t the twenty-fourth day of February, in s
the year one thoufand five hundred. His Cbares V-
father, Philip. the Handfome, Archduke of
Auftria, was the fon of the Emperor Maximilian,
and of Mary, the only child of Charles the Bold,
the laft prince of the houfe of Burgundy. His
mother, Joanna, was the fecond daughter of
Ferdinand and Ifabella, king and queen of
Caftile and Aragon.

A Long train of fortunate events had opened i domi.

the way for this young prince to the inheritance o™ 2
Vor. II. of by which
he acquired
them,



2 THE REIGN OF THE

Boox I of more extenfive dominions, than any European
monarch, fince Charlemagne, had pofieffed. Each
of his anceftors had acquired kingdoms or pfo-
vinces, towards which their profpect of fuc-
ceflion was extremely remote. The rich pof-
feflions of Mary of Burgundy were deftined for
another family, fhe having been contracted by
her father to the only fon of Louis XI. of
France ; but that capricious monarch, indul-
ging his hatred to her family, chofe rather to
ftrip her of part of her territories by force, than
to fecure the whole by marriage; and by this
mifcondu&, fatal to his pofterity, threw all the
Netherlands and Franche Comté into the hands
of a rival. Ifabella, the daughter of John IIL
of Caftile, far from having any profpeét of that
noble inheritance which fhe tranfmitted to her
grandfon, paffed the early part of her life in
obfcurity and indigence. But the Caftilians,
exafperated againft her brother Henry 1V. an
ill-advifed and vicious prince, publickly charged
him with impotence, and his Queen with adul.
tery. Upon his demife, rejeting Joanna,
whom the King had uniformly, and even on
his death-bed, owned to be his lawful daughter,
and whom an aflfembly of the ftates had ae-
knowledged to be the heir of his kingdom, they
obliged her to retire into Portugal, and placed
Ifabella on the throne of Caftile. Ferdinand
owed the crown of Aragon to the unexpected

death



EMPEROR CHARLES V.

death of his elder brother, and acquired the
kingdoms of Naples and Sicily by violating the
faich of treaties, and difregarding the ties of
blood. To all thefe kingdoms, Chriftopher
Columbus, by an effort of genius and of intre-
pidity, the boldeft and moft fuccefsful that is
recorded in the annals of mankind, added a new
world, the wealth of which was one confider-
able fource of the power and grandeur of the
Spanifh monarchs.

Do~ Joun, the only fon of Ferdinand and
Ifabella, and their eldett daughter, the Queen
of Portugal, being cut off in the flower of
youth, all their hopes centered in Joanna and
her pofterity. But as her hufband, the Arch-
duke, was a ftranger to the Spaniards, it was
thought expedient to invite him into Spain, that
by refiding among them, he might accuftom
himfelf to their laws and menners; and it was
expected that the Cortes, or affembly of ftates,
whofe authority was then {o great in Spain, that
no title to the crown was reckoned valid unlefs
it received their fanction, would acknowledge
his right of fucceffion, together with that of the
Infanta, his wife. Philip and Joanna, pafling
through France in their way to Spain, were
entertained in that kingdom with the utmoft
magnificence. The Archduke did homage to
Louis XII. for the earldom of Flanders, and

B2 took
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took his feat as a peer of the realm in the par-
liament of Paris. They were received in Spain
with every mark of honour that the parental
affection of Ferdinand and Ifabella, or the
refpect of their fubjects, could devife ; and their
title to the crown was foon after acknowledged
by the Cortes of both kingdoms.

Bur amidft thefe outward appearances of fa-
tisfaction and joy, fome fecret uneafinefs preyed
upon the mind of each of thefe princes, The
ftately and referved ceremonial of the Spanith
court, was fo burdenfome to Philip, a prince
young, gay, affable, fond of fociety and of
pleafure, that he foon began to exprefs a defire
of returning to his native country, the manners
of which were more fuited to his temper. Fer-
dinand, oblerving the declining health of his
Queen, with whofe life his right to the govern-
ment of Caftile muft ceafe, eafily forefaw, that
a prince of Philip’s difpofition, and who already
difcovered an extreme impatience to reign,
would never confent to his retaining any degree
of authority in that kingdom ; and the profpeét
of this diminution of his power, awakened the
jealoufy of that ambitious monarch.

Isazerra beheld, with the fentiments natural
to a mother, the indifference and negleét with
which the Archduke treated her daughter, who

was



EMPEROR CHARLES V.

was deftitute of thofe beauties of perfon, as well
as thofe accomplifhments of mind, which fix
the affections of an hufband. Her underftand-
ing, always weak, was often difordered. She
doated on Philip with fuch an excefs of childith
and indifcreet fondnefs, as excited difguft rather
than affection. Her jealoufy, for which her
hufband’s behaviour gave her too much caufe,
was proportioned to her love, and often broke
out in the moft extravagant actions. Ifabella,
though fenfible of her defects, could not help
pitying her condition, which was foon rendered
altogether deplorable, by the Archduke’s abrupt
refolution of fetting out in the middle of winter
for Flanders, and of leaving her in Spain. = Ifa-
bella intreated him not to abandon his wife to
grief and melancholy, which might prove fatal
to her, as fhe was near the time of her delivery.
Joanna conjured him to put off his journey for
three days only, that fhe might have the plea-
fure of celebrating the feftival of Chriftmas in
his company. ' Ferdinand, after reprefenting the
imprudence of his leaving Spain, before he had
time to become acquainted with the genius, or
to gain the affections of the people who were
one day to be his fubjetts, befought him, at
leaft, not to pafs through France, with which
kingdom he was then at open war. Philip,
without regarding either the diftates of hu-
manity, or the maxims of prudence, perfifte

B3 in
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in his purpofe, and on the twenty-fecond of
Decembew fet out for the Low Countries, by
the way of France®

From the moment of his departure, Joanna
funk into a deep and fullen melancholy ®, and
while fhe was in that fituation bore Ferdinand
her fecond fon, for whom the power of his
brother Charles afterwards procured the king-
doms of Hungary and Bohemia, and to whom
he at laft tranfmitted the Imperial fceptre.
Joanna was the only perfon in Spain who dif-
covered no joy at the birth of this prince. In-
fenfible to that, as well as to every other plea-
fure, fhe was wholly occupied with the thoughas
of returning to her hufband; nor did fhe, in
any degree, recover tranquillity of mind, until
fhe arrived at Bruffels next year . :

Parvie, in pafling through France, had an
interview with Louis XII. and figned a treaty
with him, by which he hoped that all the dif-
ferences between France and Spain would have
been finally terminated. But Ferdinand, whofe
affairs, at that time, were extremely profperous
in Italy, where the fupcrior genius of Gonfalve

* Petri Martyris Anglerii Epifolz, 250, 253

b Id. Epift. 255,
© Mariana, lib, 27+ @ Tle 14 Flechier Vie de Ximen.
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EMPEROR CHARLES V. 5

de Cordova, the great captain, triumphed on Boox L
every occafion over the arms of France, did not

pay the leaft regard to what his fon in-law had
concluded, and carricd on hoftilities with greater

ardour than ever.

Fron this time Philip feems not to have taken Death of

any part in the affairs of Spain, waiting in quiet
till the death either of Ferdinand or of Ifabella
thould open the way to one of their thrones,
The latter of thefe events was not far diftant,
The untimely death of her children had made
a deep impreflion on the mind of Ifabella, and
as fhe could derive but little confolation for the
lofies which fhe had fuftained either from her
daughter Joanna, whofe infirmities daily in-
creafed, or from her fon-in-law, who no longer
preferved even the appearance of a decent re-
fpect towards that unhappy princefs, her fpirits
and health began gradually to decline, and after
languifhing fome months, fhe died at Medina del
Campo on the twenty-fixth of November, one
thoufand five hundred and four. She was no lefs
eminent for virtue, than for wifdom ; and whe-
ther we confider her behaviour as a queen, as a
wife, or as a mother, fhe is jultly entitled to the
high encomiums beftowed on her by the Spanith
hiftorians ¢,

¢ P. Mart. Ep. z79.
‘ B4 A rEv
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A rrw weeks before her death, fhe made her
laft will, and being fenfible of Joanna’s inca-
pacity to affume the reins of government into
her own hands, and having no inclination to
commit them to Philip, with whofe conduét fhe
was extremely diffatisfied, fhe appointed Ferdi-
nand regent or adminiftrator of the affairs of
Caftile until her grandfon Charles fhould attain
the age of twenty. She bequeathed to Ferdi-
nand likewife one half of the revenues which
fhould arife from the Indies, together with the
grand mafterfhips of the three military orders ;
dignities, which rendered the perfonwho pofieffed
them almoft independent, and which Habella
had, for that reafon, annexed to the crown ®.
But before fhe figned a deed fo faveurable to
Ferdinand, fhe obliged him to fwear that he
would not, by a fecond marriage, or by any
other means, endeavour to deprive Joanna or
her pofterity of their right of {ucceffion to any
of his kingdoms *. ' |

IMMEDIATELY upon the queen’s death, Fer-
dinand refigned the ticle of king of Caftile, and
commanded Joanna and Philip to be publickly
proclaimed the fovereigns of that kingdom.
But, at the fame time, he affumed the charaéter

® P. Martyr. Ep. z77. Mar. Hift. lib, 28, c. 11. F'er—.

veras Hift, Gener. d’Efpagne, tom, viii, 263,
£ Mag, Huft, lib, 28. c. 14.

2 : of



EMPEROR CHARLES V.

of Regent, in confequence of Ifabella’s tefta-
ment, and not long after he prevailed on the
Cortes ot Caftile to acknowledge his right to
that office. This, however, he did not procure
without difficulty, nor without difcovering fuch
fymptoms of alienation and difguft among the
Caftilians as’ filled him with great uneafinefs.
The union of Caftile and Aragon, for almoft
thirty years, had not fo entirely extirpated the
ancient and hereditary enmity which fubfifted
between the natives of thefe kingdoms, that the
Caftilian pride could fubmit, without murmur-
ing, to the government of a king of Aragon,
Ferdinand’s own charafter, with which the
Caftilians were ‘well acquainted, was far from
rendering his authority defirable. Sufpicious,
“difcerning, fevere, and parfimonious, he was
accuftomed to obferve the moft minute a&ions
of his fubjeéts with a jealous attention, and to
reward their higheft fervices with little libe-
rality ; and they were now deprived of Ifabella,
whofe gentle qualities, and partiality to her
Caftilian fubjeéts, often tempered his aufterity,
or rendered it tolerable. The maxims of his
government were efpecially odious to the Gran-
dees ; for that artful prince, fenfible of the dan-
gerous privileges conferred upon them by the
Feudal inftitutions, had endeavoured to curb
their exorbitant power ¥, by extending the royal
& Mariap. lib, 28. ¢, 12.

jurifdi&ion,
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Boox I jurifdiGtion, by protedting their injured vaffals,
V" by increafing the immunities of cities, and by

FPhillp en-
deavours to
obtain the'
government

of Cagtile,

other meafures equally prudent. From all thefe
caufes, a formidable party among the Caftilians
united againft Ferdinand, and though the per-
fons who compofed it, had not hitherto taken
any publick ftep in oppofition to him, he plain-
ly faw that upon the leaft encouragement from
their new king they would proceed to the moft
violent extremities,

Tuere was no lefs agitation in the Nether-
lands upon receiving the accounts of Habella’s
death, and of Ferdinand’s having affumed the
government of Caftile. Philip was not of a
temper tamely to fuffer himfelf to be fupplanted
by the unnatural ambition of his father-in-law.
1f Joanna’s infirmities, and the non-ageof Charles
rendered them incapable of government, he, as
a hufband, was the proper guardian of his wife;
and as a father, the natural tutor of his fon.
Nor was it fufficient to oppofe to thefe juft
rights, and to the inclination of the people of
Caftile, the authority of a teftament, the ge-
nuinenefs of which was perhaps doubtful, and
its contents certainly iniquitous. A keener edge
was added to Philip’s refentment, and new vi-
gour infufed into his councils by the arrival of
Don John Manuel. He was Ferdinand’s ame

baffador at the Imperial court, but upon the
' firft
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firft notice of Ifabella’s death repaired to Bruf-
fels, fattering himfelf, that under a young
and liberal prince, he might attain to power
and henours, which he could never hope for
in the fervice of an old and frugal mafter. He
had early paid court to Philip during his refi-
dence in Spain, with fuch afliduity as entirely
gained his confidence ; and having been trained
to bufinefs under Ferdinand, could oppofe his
fchemes with equal abilities, and with arts not
inferior to thofe for which that monarch was
diftinguifthed ®,

By his advice, ambaffadors were difpatched
to require Ferdinand to retire into Aragon, and
to refign the government of Caftile to thofe per-
fons whom Philip fhould entruft with it until
his arrival in that kingdom. Such of the Cafti-
lian nobles as had difcovered any diffatisfaction
with Ferdinand’s adminiftration, were encou-
raged by every method to oppofe it. At the
fame time a treaty was concluded with L.ouis
XIL by which Philip flattered himfelf, that he
had fecured the friendfhip and affiftance of that
monarch,

MeavwuiLe, Ferdinand employed all the
arts of addrefs and policy, in order to retain

b Zurita Anales de Aragon, tom. vi. p. 1a.
the

I
Boox I.
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Boor I. the power of which he had got pofieffion. By
=" means of Conchillos, an Aragonian gentleman,
he entered into a private negociation with
Joanna, and prevailed on that weak princefs to
confirm, by her authority, his right to the re-
gency. But this intrigue did not efcape the
penetrating eye of Don John Manuel; Joanna’s
letter of confent was intercepted; Conchillos
was thrown into a dungeon ; fhe herfelf con-
fined to an apartment in the palace, and all

Ler Spanith domefticks fecluded from her pre-
fence'’

Ferdinan Tue mortification which the difcovery of this
;‘;“t";:i:f:;. fcheme occalioned to Ferdinand, was much in-
lian sobles:creafed by his obferving the progrefs that Philip’s
emiffaries made in Caftile. Some of the nobles
retired to their caftles ; others to the towns in
which they had influence : they formed them-
felves into confederacies, and began to affemble
their vaflals. = Ferdinand’s court was almoft to-
tally deferted ; not a perfon of diftinétion but
Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo, the duke of
Alva, and. the marquis of Denia, remaining
there ; while the houfes of Philip’s ambaffadors

were daily crowded with thofe of the higheft
rank.

!P. Mart. Ep. 287, Zaurita Anales, vi. p. 14.

Exaspg-
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ExasperaTep at this univerfal defection, and
mortified perhaps with fecing all his {chemes de-
feated by a younger politician, Ferdinand re-
folved, in defiance of the law of nature, and of
decency; to deprive his daughter and her pofte-
rity of the crown of Caftile, rather than renounce
the regency of that kingdom. Hisplan for ac-
corhplithing this was no lefs bold, than the
intention itfelf was wicked. He demanded in
marriage Joanna, the. fuppofed daughter of
Henry IV. on the belief of whofe illegitimacy,
Ifabella’s right to the crown of Caftile . was
founded ; and by reviving the claim. of this
princefs, in oppofition to which he himfelf had
formerly led armies, and fought. battles, he
hoped once more to get pofieffion of the throne
of that kingdom. . But Emanuel, king of Por-
tugal, in whofe dominions Joanna reﬁded being
married to one of Fcrdmand s da.ughtcrs by
1fabella, refufed his confcnt to. that unnatural
match ; and the unhappy princefs hetfelf, hav-
ing loft all relifh for the obje&s of ambition,
by being long immured in a convent, difcovered
no lefs averfion to it*, . !

The refources, however, of Ferdinand’s am-
bition, were not exhaufted. Upon meeting with

& Sandov. Hift, of Civil Wars in Cattile. Lond. 1655.
P, 5. Zurita Anales de Aragon, tom. vi. p. 213.

arepulfe
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Boex L 2 repulfein Portugsl, he turned towards France,
and fought in marriage Germaine de Foix, a
daughter of the vifcount of Narbonne, and of
Mary, the fifter of Louis XII. The war which
that monarch had carried on againft Ferdinand
in Naples, had been fo unfortunate, that he
liftened with joy to a propofal, which furnifhed
him with an honourable pretence of concluding
peace : And though no prince was ever more
remarkable than Ferdinand for making all his
paffions bend to the maxims of intereft, or be-
come fubfervient to the purpofes of ambition,
yet fo vehement was his refentment againft his
fon-in-law, that the defire of gratifying it ren-
dered him regardlefs of every other confideration,
In order to be revenged of Philip, by detaching
Louis from his intereft, and in order to gain a
chance of excluding him from his hereditary
throne of Aragon, and the dominions annexed
to it, he was ready once more to divide Spain
into feparate kingdoms, though the union of
thefe was the great glory of his reign; and had
been the chief obje& of his ambition ; he con-
fented to reftore the Neapolitan nobles of the
French faction to their poffeffions and honours ;
and fubmitted to the ridicule of marrying, in an
advanced age, a princefs of eighteen ',

' P. Mart., Ep. 2go. 29z. Mariana, lib, 28, ¢, 16, 174
5
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Tut conclufion of this match, which deprived
Philip of his enly ally, and threatened him with
the lofs of fo many kingdoms, gave a dreadful
alarm to him, and convinced Don John Manuel
that there was now a neceflity of taking other
meafures with regard to the affairs of Spain ™.
He accordingly inftructed the Flemifh ambafla-
dors in the court of Spain, to teflify the firong
defire which their mafter had of terminating all
differences between him and Ferdinand in an
amicable manner, and his willingnefs to confent
to any conditions that would re-eftablifh the
friendthip which ought to fubfift between a
father and afon-in:law. Ferdinand, though he
had made and broken more treaties than any
prince of any age, was apt to confide fo far in
the fincerity of other men, or to depend fo
much upon his own addrefs and their weaknels,
as to be always extremely fond of a negociation.
He liftened with eagernefs to thefe declarations,
and foon concluded a treaty at Salamanca; in
which it was ftipulated, that the goverhment of
Caftile fhould be carried on in the joint names
of Joanna, of Ferdinand, and of Philip; and
that the revenues of the crown, as well as the
right of conferring offices, fhould be fhared be-

tween Ferdinand and Philip by an equal divifion®, -

@ P, Mart. Ep. 293. n Zurita Anales de Aragon,
vi. 19, P. Mart. Ep. 293, 294,

Norning,

15
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NorHaiNG, however, was farther from Philip’s
thoughts than to obferve this treaty. His fole
intention in propofing it was to amufe Ferdi-
nand, and to prevent him from taking any mea-
fures for obftructing his voyage into Spain. It
had that effe®. Ferdinand, fagacious as he
was, did not for fome time fufpect his defign ;
and though when he perceived it, he prevailed
on the king of France not only to remonftrate
againft the Archduke’s journey, but to threaten
hoftilities if he fhould undertake it; though he
folicited the duke of Gueldres to attack his fon-
in-law’s dominions in the Low Countries, Philip
and his confort neverthelefs fet fail with a nume-
rous fleer, and a good body of land forces.
They were obliged by a violent tempeft to take
fhelter in England, where Henry VIIL. in com-
pliance with Ferdinand’s folicitations, detained
them upwards of three months°; at laft they
were permitted to depart, and after a more
profperous voyage, they arrived in fafety at Co-
runna in Galicia, nor durft Ferdinand attempt,

as he had once intended, to oppofe their landing
by force of arms.

Tae Caftilian nobles, who had been obliged
hitharto to conceal or to diffemble their fenti-
ments, now declared openly in favour of Philip.

© Ferrer. Hift, viiil. 28g.

From
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From every corner of the kingdom, perfons of
the higheft rank, with numerous retinues of
their vaffals, repaired to their new king. The
treaty of Salamanca was univerfally condemned,
and all agreed to exclude from the government
of Caftile a prince, who, by confenting to disjoin
Aragon and Naples from that crown, difcovered
fo little concern for its true interefts. Ferdi-
nand, meanwhile, abandoned by almoft all the
Catftilians, difconcerted by their revolt, and un-
certain whether he fhould peaceably relinquifh
his power, or take arms in order to maintain it,
earneftly folicited an interview with his fon-in-
law, who by advice of Manuel ftudioufly avoided
it. Convinced at laft, by feeing the number
and zeal of Philip’s adherents daily increafe,
that it was vain to think of refifting fuch a tor-
rent, Ferdinand confented, by treaty, to refign
the regency of Caftile into the hands of Philip,
to retire. into his hereditary dominions of Ara-
gon, and to reft fatisfied with the mafterfhips of
the military orders, and that fhare of the revenue
of the Indies, which Ifabella had bequeathed to
him. Though an interview between the princes
was no longer neceflary, it was agreed to on
both fides from motives of decency. = Philip re-
paired to the place appointed with a fplendid
retinue of the Caftilian nobles, and a confider-
able body of armed men. Ferdinand appeared

Vou. II, £ without
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without any pomp, attended by a few followers,
mounted on mules, and unarmed. On that
occafion Don John Manuel had the pleafure of
difplaying before the monarch whom he had
deferted, the extenfive influence which he had
acquired over his new mafter: While Ferdinand
fuffered in prefence of his former fubjects the
two moft cruel mortifications which an artfuland
ambitious prince can feel; being at once over-
reached in conduct, and ftripped of power®,

Nor long after, he retired into Aragon; and
hoping that fome favourable accident would
foon open the way for his return into Catftile,
he took care to proteft, though with great fe-
crecy, that the treaty concluded with his fon-
in-law, being extorted by force, ought to be
deemed void of all obligation 9%,

Paivie took poffeffion of his new authority
with a youthful joy. The unhappy Joanna,
from whom he derived it, remained during all
thele contefts, under the dominion of a deep
melancholy ; fhe was feldom allowed to appeat
in publick ; her father, though he had often de-
fired it, was refufed accefs to her; and Philip’s.

PZurita Anales de Arag. vi. 64, Mar. lib, 28, ¢ 19,
20. P, Mart. ep. 304, 308, &c. 9 Zurita Anales
de Arag. vi, p. 68, Ferrer, Hiff viii. 290.

chief
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chief objet was to prevail on the Cortes to
declare her incapable of government, that an
undivided power might be lodged in his hands,
until his fon thould attain to full age. But fuch
was the partial attachment of the Caftilians to
their native princefs, that though Manuel had
the addrefs to gain fome members of the Cortes
affembled at Valladolid, and others were willing
to gratify their new fovereign in his firft requeft,
the great body of the reprefentatives refufed
their confent to a declaration which they thought
fo injurious to the blood of their monarchs ‘.
They were unanimous, however, in acknowlédg-
ing Joanna and Philip, queen and king of
Caftile, and their fon Charles prince of Afturias.

Tris was almoft the only memorable event
during Philip’s adminiftration. A fever put
an end to his life in the twenty-eighth year of
his age, when he had not enjoyed the regal dig=
nity, which he had been fo eager to obtain, full
three months”.

Tue whole royal authority in Caftile ought
of courfe to have devolved upon Joanna, But
the fhock occafioned by a difafter fo unexpected
as the death of her hufband, completed the dif-

* Zurita Analesde Arag. vi. p. 75:
* Marian, lib, 28, ¢, 23.
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order of her underftanding, and her incapacity
for government. During all the time of Phi-
lip’s ficknefs, no intreaty could prevail on her,
though in the fixth month of her pregnancy, to
leave him for a moment. When he expired;
however, fhe did not fhed one tear, or utter a
fingle groan. Her grief wes filent and fettled.
She continued to watch the dead body with the
fame tendernefs and attention as if it had been
alive®, and though at laft fhe permitted it to
be buried, fhe foon removed it frem the tomb
to her own apartment. There it was laid upon
a bed of ftate, in a fplendid drefs: and having
heard from fome monk a legendary tale of a
king who revived after he had been dead four-
teen years, fhe kept her eyes almoft conftantly
fixed on' the body, waiting for the happy mo-

- ment of its return to life. Nor was this capri-

cious affection for her dead hufband lefs tintured
with jealoufy, than that which fhe had born to
him while alive. = She did not permit any of
her female attendants to approach the bed on
which his corpfe was laid ; fhe would not fuffer
any woman who did not belong to her family
to enter the apartment ; and rather than grant
that privilege to a midwife, though a very aged
one had been chofen of purpofe, fhe bore the

t P, Mart, Ep. 516.

princefs

= el
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princefs Catherine without any other affiftance
than that of her own domeftics °.

A woman in fuch a ftate of mind was little
capable of governing a great kingdom; and
Joanna, who made it her fole employment to
bewail the lofs, and to pray for the foul of her
hufband, would have thought her attention: to
publick affairs an impious neglect of thofe duties
which fhe owed to him. But though fhe de-
clined affuming the adminiftration herfelf, yer,
by a ftrange caprice of jealoufy, fhe refufed to
commit it to any other perfon ; and no intreaty
of her fubjeéts could perfuade her to name a
regent, or even to fign fuch papers as were ne-
ceflary for the execution of juftice, and the fe-
curity of the kingdom,

Tae death of Philip threw the Caftilians into
the greateft perplexity. It was néceffary to ap-
point a regent, both on account of Joanna’s
frenzy, and the infancy of her fon; and as there
was not among the nobles, any perfon fo emi-
nently diftinguifhed as to be called by the pub-
lick voice to that high office, all naturally
turned their eyes either towards Ferdinand, or
towards the Emperor Maximilian. The former

* Mar. Hift, lib. 29. ¢, 3 & 5. P. Mart, Ep, 318, 324,
328. 332.
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Boox I claimed that dignity as adminiftrator for his

Y=~ daughter, and by virtue of the teftament of
Ifabella; the latter thought himfelf the legal
guardian of his grandfon, whom, on account of
his mother’s infirmity, he already confidered as
king of Caftile. Such of the nobility as had
lately been moft active in compelling Ferdinand
to refign the government of the kingdom, trem-
bled at the thoughts of his being reftored fo
foon to his former dignity. They dreaded the
return of a monarch, nct apt to forgive, and
who, to thofe defeéts with which they were al-
ready acquainted, added that refentment which
the remembrance of their behaviour, and reflec~
tion upon his own difgrace, muft naturally have
excited. Though none of thefe objections held
againft Maximilian, he was a ftranger to the
laws and manners of Caftile ; he had not either
troops or money to fupport his pretenfions ; nor
could his claim be admitted without a public
declaration of Joanna’s incapacity for govern.
ment, an indignity, to which, notwithftanding
the notoriety of her diftemper, the delicacy of
the Caftilians could not bear the thoughts of
{ubjecting her.

Dox Joun Manver, however, and a few of
the nobles, who confidered themftlves as moft
obnoxious ta Ferdinand’s difpleafure, declared
for Maximilian, and offered to fupport his claim

with
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with all their intereft. Maximilian, always en-
terprizing and decifive in council, though feeble
and dilatory in execution, eagerly embraced the
offer. But a ferffes of ineffectual negociations
was the only confequence of this tranfaction.
The Emperor, as ufual, afferted his rights in 2
high ftrain, promifed a great deal, and performed
nothing *.

A rew days before the death of Philip, Fer-
dinand had fet out for Naples, that, by his own
prefence, he might putan end, with the greater
decency, to the vice-royalty of the grear captain,
whofe important fervices, and cautious conduét,
did not fcreen him from the fufpicions of his
jealous mafter. Though an account of his fon-
in-law’s dearh reached him at Porto-fino, in the
territories of Genoa, he was fo folicitous to dif-
cover the fecret intrigues which he fuppofed the
great captain to have been carrying on, and to
eftablith his own authority on a firm foundation
in the Neapolitan dominions, by removing him
from the fupreme command there, that rather
than difcontinue his voyage, he chofe to leave
Caitile in a ftate of anarchy, and even to rifque,
by this delay, nis- obtaining pofieffion of the
government of that kingdom?.

* Mariana, lib, 29. ¢, 7. Zarita Anales de Arag. vi. g93.
¥ Zurita Anales de Arag. vi. p. 85.
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Noruinc but the great abilities and prudent
conduct of his adherents, could have prevented
the bad effecs of this abfence. . At the head of
thefe was Ximenes, archbithop of Toledo, who,
though he had been raifed to that dignity by
Ifabella, contrary to the inclination of Ferdi-
nand, and though he could have na expeétation.
of enjoying much power under his jealous ad-,
miniftration, was neverthelefs fo difinterefted, as
to prefer the welfare of his country before his
own grandeur, and to declare, that Caftile could
never be fo happily governed as by a prince,
whom lang experience had rendered thoroughly
acquainted with its true intereft. His zeal to
bring over his countrymen to this opinion, in-
duced him to lay afide fomewhat of his ufual
aufterity and haughtinefs. He condefcended,
on this occafion, to court the difaffected nobles,
and employed addrefs, as well as arguments, to
perfuade them. Ferdinand feconded his endea-
vours with great art; and by conceflions to
fome of the grandees, by promifes to others, and
by letters full of complaifance to all, he gained
many of his moft violent opponents *. Though
many cabals were formed, and fome commo-
tions were excited, yet when Ferdinand, after
having fettled the affairs of Naples, arrived in
Callile, he entered upon the adminiftration with-

* Zurita Anales de Arag. vi. p. 87. 94. 1G9,
out
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out oppofition. The prudence with which he Foox L
exercifed his authority in that kingdom, equalled

the good fortune by which he had recovered it.

By a moderate, but fteady adminiftration, free :;;lirl'aﬂr::e
from partiality and from refentment, he en- tion,
tirely reconciled the Cattilians to his perfon, and

fecured to them, during the remainder of his

life, as much domeftick tranquillity, as was con-

fiftent with the genius of the feudal govern-

ment, which ftill fubfifted among them in full
vigoura,

Nor was the prefervation of tranquillity in
his hereditary kingdoms, the only obligation
which the Archduke Charles owed to the wife
regency of his grandfather; he had the fatif-
faction, during that period, of feeing very im-
portant acquifitions added to the dominions over
which he was to reign. On the coaft of Bar-
bary, Oran, and other conquefts of no fmall uc?.g::rt
value, were annexed to the crown of Caftile by
cardinal Ximenes, who, with a fpirit very un-
common in a monk, led in perfon a numerous 509,
army againft the Moors of that country; and,
with a generofity and magnificence ftill more
fingular, defrayed the whole expence of the ex-
pedition outof his own revenues ®. In Europe,
Ferdinand, under pretences no lefs perilous than

 Mariana, lib. 29, ¢. 10, ® Mariana, lib 29. ¢, 18.

unjuft,
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unjuft, as well as by artifices the moft fhameful
and treacherous, expelled John d’Albert, the
lawful fovereign, from the throne of Navarre;
and feizing on that kingdom, extended the li-
mits of the Spanith monarchy from the Pyrenees
on the one hand, to the frontiers of Portugal on
the other .

It was not, however, the defire of aggran-
dizing the Archduke, which influenced Ferdi-
nand in this, or in any other of his actions. He
was more apt to confider that young prince as
a rival, who might one day wreft out of his
hands the government of Calflile, than as a
grandfon, for whofe behoof he was entrufted
with the adminiftration. This jealoufy foon
begot averfion, and.even hatred, the fymptoms
of which he was at no pains to conceal, Hence
proceeded his immoderate joy when his young
queen was delivered of a fon, whofe life would
have deprived Charles of the crowns 8f Aragon,
Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia ; and upon the un-
timely death of that prince, he dilcovered, for
the fame reafon, an exceflive folicitude to have
other children. This impatience haftened, in
all probability, the acceffion of Charles to the
crown of Spain. Ferdinand, in order to pro-
cure a blefling, of which, from his advanced

¢ Mar. lib, 0. ¢, 11, 12. 19. 24
4 age,
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age, and the intemperance of his youth, he
could have little profpe&, had recourfe to his

phyficians, and by their prefcription took one -

of thofe potions, which are fuppofed to add
vigour to the conftitution, though they more
frequently prove fatal to it. This was its effet
on a frame {o feeble and exhaulled as that of
Ferdinand ; for though he furvived a violent
diforder which it at firft occafioned, it brought
on fuch an habitual languor and dejeftion of
mind, as rendered him averfe from any ferious
attention to publick affairs, and fond of frivolous
amufements, on which he had not hitherto be-
ftowed much time ¢. Though he now delpaired
of having any fon of his own, his jealoufy of
the Archduke did not abate, nor could he help
viewing him with that averfion, which princes
often bear to their fucceflors. In order to gra-
tify this unnatural paffion, he madé a will, ap-
pointing prince Ferdinand, who having been
born and®educated in Spain, was much beloved
by the Spaniards, to be regent of all his king-
doms, until the arrival of the Archduke his
brother; and by the fame deed he fettled upon
him the grand-mafterfhip of the three military
orders. The former of thefe grants might have

“ Zurita Anales de Arag. vi. p. 347. P, Mart, Ep. 531,
Argenfola Anales de Aragon, Iib. i. p, 4.

Put

27
Boox I

1513

1514,
Eudeavours
to diminifh
his power,
by 2 will in
favour of
Ferdinand,



28 THE REIGN OF THE

Boox I. put it in his power to have difputed the throne
== with his brother ; the latter would, in any event,
have rendered him almoft independent.

Ferpiyanp retained to the laft that jealous
Jove of power, which was fo remarkable through
his whole life. Unawilling to refign it, even at
the approach of death, he removed continually
from place to place, in order to fly from his
diftemper, or to forget it. Though his ftrength
declined every day, none of his attendants durft
mention his condition ; nor would he admit his
father confeflor, who thought fuch filence cri-
minal and unchriftian, into his prefence. At
lalt the danger became fo imminent, that it
could be no longer concealed. Ferdinand re-
ceived the intimation with a decent fortitude
and touched, perhaps, with compunction at the
injuftice which he had done his grandfon, or
influenced by the honeft remonftranccg of Car-
vajal, Zapata, and Vargas, his moft ancient and
faithful counfellors, who reprefented to him, that
by invefting prince Ferdinand with the regency,
he would infallibly entail a civil war on the two
brothers, and by beftowing on him the grand-
mafterfhip of the military orders, would ftrip
the crown of its nobleft ornament and chief
{trength, he confented to alter his will in both

: thefe
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thele particulars. By a new-deed he left Charles
the fole heir of all his deminions, and allotted
to prince Ferdinand, inftead of that throne of
which he thought himfelf almoft fecure, an in-
confiderable eftablithment of fifty thoufand
ducatsayear . He died a few hours after fign-
ing this will, on the twenty-third day of Janus
ary, one thoufand five hundred and fixteen.

CraRrLEs, to whom fuch a noble inheritance
defcended by his death, was near the full age
of fixteen, He had hitherto refided in the Low
Couritries, his paternal dominions. Margaret
of Auftria, his aunt, and Margaret of York,
the fifter of Edward IV, of England, and widow
of Charles the Bold, two princefles of great
virtue and abilities, had the care of forming his
early youth, Upon the death of his father, the
Flemings committed the government of the Low
Countrieg to his grandfather, the Emperor
Maximilian, with the name rather than the au-
thority of regent *. Maximilian made choice of
William de Croy lord of Chievres to fuperintend
the education of the young prince his grand-

¢ Mar. Hift. Iib, 30.c. ult. Zurita Anales de Arag. vis

401, P.Mart. Bp. 565, §66. Argenfola Anales de Arag.
Lib. 1. p. 11,

f Pontius Heuterss Rerum Auftriacarum, lib, xv. Lov.
1649. lib, 7. ¢. 2, P, 153,

{on,
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fon®, That nobleman pofitfled, in an eminent
degree, the talents which fitred him for fuch an
important office, and difcharged the duties of
it with great fidelity. Under Chievres, Adrian
of Utrecht aéted as preceptor. This prefer-
ment, which opened his way to the higheft dig-
nities an Ecclefaftic can attain, he owed not to

his birth, for that was extremely mean; nor to
his

8 The French hiltorians, upon the authority of M. de
Bellay, Mem. p. 11, have unanimoully afferted, cthat Philip,
by his lat will, having appointed the King of Frante to
have the dire@ion of his fon’s education, Louis XII. with
a difintereftednefs fuitable to the confidence repofed in
him, named Chievres for that oflice. Even the prefident
Henaat has adopted this opinion. Abregé Chron. A, D.
1507. Varillas, in his ufisal manner, pretends to have
feen Philip’s teftament, Pra&. deé P’education des Princes,
p. 16. But the Spanifh, German, and Flemith hiftorians
concur in contradi@ting this affertion of the French authors,
It appears from Heuterus, a cotemporary Flemith hifto-
rian of great authority, that Louis XII. by cq‘nﬁ:ming to
the marriage of Germaine de Foix with Ferdinand, had loft
much of that confidence which Philip once placed in him ;
that this difguft was increafed by the French King’s giving
in marriage to the count of Angouléme his eldeft danghter,
whom he had formerly betrothed to Charles, Heuter. Rer,
Aulir, lib, v, 151: That the French, a fhort time before
Philip’s death, had violated the peace, which fubfifted be-
tween them and the Flemings, and Philip had complained
of this injury, and was ready to refent it. Heuter. ibids
All thefe circamflances render it improbable that Philip,
who made his will a few days before he died, Heuter. p.

1530
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his intereft, for he was a ftranger to the arts of Boex L
a court; but to the opinion which his country- i
men entertained of his learning, He was indeed

no inconfiderable proficient in thofe frivolous
{ciences, which, during feveral centuries, afflumed

the name of Philofophy, and had publifhed a
commentary, which was highly efteemed, upon

The Book of Sentences, a famous treatife of Petrus
Lombardus, confidered at that time, as the

152, fhould commit the education of his fon to Louis XII.
In confirmation of thefe planfible conjeftures, pofitive tefli-
mony can be produced. It appears from Heuterus, that
Philip, when he fet out for Spain, had entrufted Chievres
both with the care of his fon’s edncation, and with the go~
vernment of his dominions in the Low Countries, Heater,
lib. vii. p. 3153, That an attempt was made, foon after
Philip’s death, to have the Emperor Maximilian appointed
regent, during the minority of his grandfon; but this be=
ing oppofed; Chievres feems to have continued to difcharge
bath the offices which Philip had committed to him, Heut,
ibid. 153. 155. That in the beginniog of the year 1508,
the Flemings invited Maximilian to accept of the regency;
to which he confented, and appointed his daughter Mar-
garet, together with a council of Flemings, to exercife the
fupreme authority, when he himfelf fhould, at apy time,
be abfent. He likewile named Chievres as governor, and
Adrian of Utrecht as preceptor to his fon. Heut, ibid. 155,
157. What Heuterus relates with refpe&® to this matter is
confirmed by Moringus in Vita Adriani, apud Analefla
Cafp. Burmawni de Adriano, cap. 10; by Barlandus Chro-
nic, Brabant. ibid, p. 25; and by Hareus Annal. Brab,
vel. i, 520, &,

flandard
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Boox I. ftandard fyftem of metaphyfical theology. But
"T;;"" whatever admiration thefe procured him in an
illiterate age, it was foon found that a man ac-
cuftomed to the retirement of a college, unac-
quainted with the world, and without any

tinGure of tafte or elegance, was by no means
qualified for rendering f{cience agreeable to a

young prince. Charles, accordingly, difcovered

an early averfion to learning, and ‘an exceflive
fondnefs for thofe violent and martial exercifes,

to excel in which was the chief pride, and almoft

the only ftudy of perfons of rank in that age.

Chievres encouraged this tafte, cither from a

defire of gaining his pupil by indulgence, or

from too flight an opinion of the advantages of

literary accomplifhments®. He inftrued him,
however, with great care in the arts of govern-

ment; he made him ftudy the hiftory not only

of his own kingdoms, but of thofe with which

they were connected ; he accuftomed him, from

the time of his affuming the government of

e Flanders in the year one thoufand five hundred
openings of and fifteen, to attend to bufinefs; he perfuaded
e chade him to perufe all papers re]ating' to public
affairs ; to be prefent at the deliberations of his
privy-counfellors, and to propofe to them him-

felf thofe matters, concerning which he required

B Jovii Vita Adriani, p. g1,  Struvii Corpus Hift,
Germ. iis g67. P. Heuter. Rer, Auftr, lib. vii, ¢. 3. p. 157.

9 their
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their opinion . From fuch an education, Charles
contracted habits of gravity and recolletion
which fearcely fuited his time of life. The firft
openings of his genius did not indicate that fu-
periority which its maturer age difplayed *.  He
did not difcover in his youth that impetuofity
of fpirit which commonly ufhers in an aftive
and enterprizing manhood. Nor did his early
obfequioufnefs to Chievres, and his other favour-
ites, promife that capacious and decifive judg-
ment, which afterwards dire€ed the affairs of
one half of Europe. But his fubjects, dazzled
with the external accomplifhments of a graceful
figure and manly addrefs, and viewing his cha-
raéter with that partiality which is always thown
to princes during their youth, entertained fan-
guine hopes of his adding luftre to thofe crowns
which defcended to him by the death of Fer-
dinand.

Tue kingdoms of Spain, as is evident from
the view which I have givén of their political
conftitution, were, at that time, in a fituation,
which required an adminiftration, no lefs vigo-
rous than prudent. The feudal inftizations,
which had been introdaced into all its different
provinces by the Goths, the Suevi, and the Van-

' 1 I\f[ﬂemoires de Bellay, 8vo. Par. 1573. p. 11. P. Heuter,
lib. viii. e, 1. p. 184, * P. Martyr, Ep. 569. 655.
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Reow I - dals, fubfifted in great force. The nobles, who

7

1516,

were powerful and warlike, had long poilefled
all the exorbitant privileges, which thefe infti-
tutions vefted in their order. The cities in Spain
were more numerous and more confiderable,
than the genius of feudal government, naturally

.an-enemy to commerce, and to regular police,

feemed to admit. . The perfonal rights, and po-
litical influence, which the inhabitants of thefe
cities had acquired, were extenfive, The royal
prerogative, circumfcribed by the privileges of
the nobility, and by the pretenfions of the peo-
ple, was confined within very narrow limits.
Under fuch a form of government, the prin-
ciples of difcord were many; the bond of union
was extremely feeble; and Spain felt not only
all the inconveniencies occaflioned by the defeéts
in the feudal fyftem, but was expofed to dif-
orders arifing from the peculiarities in its own
conftitution,

During the long adminiftration of Ferdi-

_nand, no internal commotion, it is true, had
.arifen in Spain. His fuperior abilities enabled

him to reftrain the turbulence of the nobles, and

- to moderate the jealoufy of the commons. By
. the wifdom of his domeftic government, by the

fagacity with which he conduéed his foreign
operations, and by the high opinion that his
- fubjeits
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fubjecs entertained of both, he preferved among
them a degree of tranquillity, greater than was
natural to a conftitution, in which the feeds of
difcord and diforder were fo copioufly mingled.
But, by the death of Ferdinand, thefe reftraints
were at once withdrawn ; and faction and dif-
content, from being long reprefled, were ready
to break out with fiercer animofity,

In order to prevent thole evils, Ferdinand
had in his laft will taken a moft prudent pre-
caution, by appointing Cardinal Ximenes, arch-
bithop of Toledo, to be fole regent of Cattile,
until the arrival of his grandfon in Spain, The
fingular character of this man, and the extra-
ordinary qualities which marked him out for
that office, at fuch ajun&urc, merit a particular
defcription. He was defcended of an honour-
able, not of a wealthy family ; and the circum-
ftances of his parents, as well as his own incli-
nations, having determined him to enter into
the church, he early obtained benefices of great
value, and which placed him in the way of the
higheft preferment. All thefe, however, he re-
nounced at once ; and after undergoing a very
fevere noviciate, affumed the habit of St. Francis
in a monaftery of Obfervantine friars, one of
the moft rigid orders in the Romifh Church.
There he foon became eminent for his uncom-
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Boox I mon auiterity of manners, and for thofe excefles
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of fupeiflitious devotion, which are the proper
chara&eriftics of the monaftick life. But not-
withftanding thefe extrayagances, to which weak
and enthufiaftic minds alone are ulually prone,
his underftanding, naturally penetrating and de-
cifive, retained its full vigour, and acquired
him fuch great authority in his own order,
as raifed him to be their provincial. His repu-
tation for fanctity foon procured him the office
of father confeflor to queen Ifabella, which he
accepted with the utmoft relutance. He pre-
ferved in a court the fame aufterity of man-
ners, which had diftinguifhed him in the cloifter.
He continued to make all his journies on foot ;
he fubfifted only upon alms; his a&ts of morti-
fication were as fevere as ever, and his pen-
nances as rigorous, Ifabella, pleafed with her
choice, conferred on him, not long after, the
Archbifhoprick of Toledo, which, next to the
Papacy, is the richeft dignity in the church of
Rome. This honour he declined with a firm-
nefls, which nothing but the authoritative injunc-
tion of the Pope was able to overcome. Nor
did this height of promotion change his man-
pers.  Though obliged to difplay in public
that magnificence which became his ftation, he
himfelf retained his monattick feverity. Under
his pontifical robes he conftantly wore the coarfe

frock
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frock of St: Frazu:ls, the rents in which he u{Ed Boox T
to patch with his own hands. He at no time 1516.
ufed linen; but was commonly clad in hair-
cloth. He flept always in his habit, moft fre-
quently on the ground, oron boards, rarely in
a bed. He did not tafte any of the delicaciés
which appeared at his table, but fatisfied him-
felf with that fimple diet which the rule of his
order prefcribed . Notwithftanding thefe pecu-
liarities, fo oppofite to the manners of the
world, he poflefled a thorough knowledge of
its affairs; and no fooner was he called by his
ftation, and by the high opinion which Ferdi-
nand and lfabella entertained of him, to take
a principal fhare in the adminiftration, than he
difplayed talents for bufinefs, which rendered
the fame of his wildom equal to that of his
fanctity. Bold and original in all his plans, his
polifical conduét flowed from his real character,
and partook both of its virtues and its defefts.
His extenfive genius fuggefted to him fchemes,
vaft and magnificent. Confcious of the inte-
‘grity of his intentions, he purfued thefe with
unremitting and undaunted firmnefs. Accuf-
tomed from his early youth to mortify his own
pafions, he fhewed little indulgence towards
thofe of other men. Taught by his fyltem of

! Hiftoire de Padminiftration du Card. Ximen. par Mich.
Baudier, 4to. 1635. p. 13.
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religion to check even his moft innocent defires,
he was the enemy of every thing to which he
could affix the name of elegance or pleafure.
Though free from any fufpicion of cruelty, he
difcovered in all his commerce with the world
a fevere inflexibility of mind, and aufterity of
charatter, peculiar ta the monaflick profeffion,
and which can hardly be conceived in a country
where that is unknown.

Sven was the man to whom Ferdinand comi-
mitted the regency of Caftile, and though
Ximenes was then near fourfcore, and perfeétly
acquainted with the labour and difficulty of the
office, his natural intrepidity of mind, and zeal
for the public good, prompted him to accept
of it without hefitation. Adrian of Utrecht,
who had been fent into Spain a few months
before the death of Ferdinand, produced full
powers from the archduke to affume the name
and authority of regent upon the demife of his
grandfather ; but fuch was the averfion of the
Spaniards to the government of a ftranger, and
fo unequal the abilities of the two competitors,
that Adrian’s claim would at once have been
rejected, if Ximenes himfelf, from complaifance
1o his new mafter, had not confented to acknow-
ledge him as regent, and to carry on the govern-
ment in conjunction with him, By thi¢, how-

ever,
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ever, Adrian acquired a dignity merely nominal..
Ximenes, though he treated him with great de-
cency, and even refpedt, rerained the whole
power in his own hands ™.

‘Tur Cardinal’s firft care was to obferve the,
motions of the Infant Don Ferdinand, whe-
having been flattered with {o near a profpeét of
fupreme power, bore the difappointment of -his
hopes with greater impatience than could have
been expected of a prince fo young, Ximenes,
under pretence of providing more effectually
for his fafety, removed him from Guadalupe,
the place in which he had been educated, to
Madrid, where he fixed the refidence of the
courr,. There he was under the Cardinal’s own,
eye, and his condud, with that of his domeftics,
was watched with the utmoft attention®,

Tue firlt intelligence he received from the
Low Countries, gave greater difquiet to the
Cardinal, and convinced him how difficuli a
talk it would be to conduét the affairs of a
young prince, under the influence of counfeliors
unacquainted with the laws and manner of
Spain.  No foorer did the account of Ferdi-

* Gometius de reb, geft. Ximeni’, p. 150. fol. Compl,
1569, " Miniana Contin. Mariasz, lib. 1..¢, 2.
Baudier, Hill. de Ximenes, pi 918:
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nand’s death reach Bruffels, than Charles, by
the advice of his Flemith minifters, refolved to
affume the title of king. By the laws of Spain,
the fole right to the crowns both of Caftile and
of Aragon belonged to Joanna; and though
her infirmities difqualified her from governing,

* this incapacity had not been declared by any

publick act of the Cortes in either kingdom ; fo
that the Spaniards confidered this refolution,
not only as a dire& violation of their privileges,
but as an urnatural ufurpation in a fon on the
prerogatives of a mother, towards whom, in her
prefent unhappy fituation, he manifefted a lefs
delicate regard than her {ubjects had always ex-
preflede. The Flemith court, however, having
prevailed both on the Pope and on the Emperor
to addrels letters to Charles as king of Cattile;
the former of whom, it was pretended, had a
right, as head of the church; and the latter, as
head of the empire, to confer this title ; inftruc-
tions were fent to Ximenes, to prevail on the
Spaniards to acknowledge it. Ximenes, though
he had earneftly remonfirated againft the mea-
fure, as no lefs unpopular than unneceffary,

refolved to exert all his authority and credit in

carrying it into execution, and immediately
aflembled fuch of the nobles as were then at
eourt. What Charles required was laid before

® P. Mast, Ep. 58,
them ;

i i
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them; and when, inftead of complying with
his demands, they began to murmur againit
fuch an unprecedented encroachment on their
privileges, and to talk high of the rights of
Joanna, and their oath of afllegiance to her,
Ximenes haflily interpofed, and with that firmi
and decifive tone which was natural to him, told
them, that they were not called now to deli-
berate, but to obey ; that their fovereign did
not apply to them for advice, but expected fub-
-miffion; and ¢ this day, added he, Charles fhall
be proclaimed king of Caftile in Madrid, and
the reft of the cities will follow its example.”
On the fpot he gave orders for that purpofe ?;
and notwithftanding the novelty of the practice,
and. the . fecret difcontents of many perfons of
diftin¢tion, Charles’s title was univerfally recog-

4%
Boox I -
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nized. In Aragon, where the privileges of the

fubject were more extenfive, and the abilities as
well as authority of the archbifhop of Saragofia,

whom Ferdinand had appointed regent, were =

far inferior to thofe of Ximenes, the fame obfe-
quioufnefs to the will of Charles did not appear,

nor was he acknowledged there under any other

charafter but that of prince, until his arrival in
Spain®,

¥ Gometias,. ps 152, &c. Baudier Hifl. de Ximen.
P- 321, 3 P. Mart. Ep. 572,
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Beox I.  Ximewnes, though pofieffed only of delegated

‘;:;;_“‘ power, which, from his advanced age, he could.
Hislehemes not expect to enjoy long, affumed, together with
iog the pre- the charater of regent, all the ideas natural to
e monarch, and adopted fchemes for extending
the regal authority, which he purfued with as
much intrepidity and ardour, as if he himfclf
had been to reap the advantages refulting from
their fuccefs. The exorbitant privileges of the
Caitilian nobles circumfcribed the prerogative
of the prince within very narrow limits. Thefe
the Cardinal confidered as fo many unjult ex-
tortions from the crown, and determined to res
duce them. Dangerous as the attempt was,
there were circumftances in his fituation which
promifed him greater fuccefs than any king of
Caftile could have expefted., His ftrit and
prudent ceconomy of his archiepifcopal reve-
nues, furnithed him with more ready money,
than the crown could at any time command ;
the fanctity of his manners, his charity and mu-
nificence, rendered him the idol of the people;
and the nobles themfelves, not fufpeéting any
danger from him, did not obferve his motions
with the fame jealous attention, as they would
have watched thofe of one of their monarchs.

By depeef. ImmenIATELY upon his acceffion to the re-
ing the no- 2 v
bility, gency, feveral of the nobles, fancying that the

reins
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reins of government would of confcquer.-lcc-.be Boox L.
Jfomewhat relaxed, began to affemble their val- 1516,
fals, and to profecute, by force of arms, private '
quarrels and pretenfions, which the authority of
Ferdinand had obliged them to diffemble; or 1o
relinquith. Bur Ximenes, who had taken into’

pay a good body of troops, oppofed and de-

feated all their defigns with unexpeéted vigour

and facility; and though he did not treat the
authors of thefe diforders with any cruelty, he

forced them to alts of fubm flion, exrrcmélf_
mortifying to the haughty fpirit of Caftilian
grandees.

Bur while the Cardinal’s attacks were con- _- By forming
fined to individuals, and every aé of rigour. :{f:::jd‘if
was juftified by the appearance of neceflity, rewinges

the crowa.
founded on the forms of juftice, and tempered
with a mixture of lenity, there was fearcely room
for jealoufy or complaint. It was not fo with
his next meafure, which, by firiking at a privi-
lege effential to the nobility, gave a general
alarm to the whole order. By the feudal con-
fticution, the military power was lodged in the
hands of the nobles, and men of an inferior
condition were called into the field only as their
vaflals, and to follow their banners. A king
with fcanty revenues, and a limited prerogative,
depended on thefe potent barons in all his ape-

3 rations,
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rations. It was with their forces he attacked
his enemies, and with them he defended his
own kingdom. While at the head of troops at-
tached warmly to their own lords, and accuftomed
to obey no other commands, his authority was
precarious, and his efforts feeble. From this
ftate Ximenes refolved to deliver the crown
and as mercenary ftanding armies were unknown
under the feudal government, and would have
been odious to a martial and generous people,
he iffued a proclamation, commanding every
city in Caftile to enroll a certain number of its
burgefies, in order that they might be trained
to the ufe of arms on Sundays and holidays; he
engaged to provide officers to command them
at the publick expence; and as an encourage-
ment to the private men, promifed them an ex-
emption from all taxes and impofitions. The
frequent incurfions of the Moors from Africa,
and the neceflity of having fome force ready to
oppole them; furnifhed a plaufible pretence for
this innovation. The objeét really in view was
to fecure the king a body of troops independent
of his barons, and which might ferve to coun-
terbalance their power’. The nobles were not
ignorant of his intention, and faw how effectually
the fcheme which he had adopted would ac-
complifb his end ; but as a meafure which had

*Minianz Contincatio. Marianz, fol. Hag. 19985 Pé gl
the

—
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the pious appearance of refiflting the progrefs of
the infidels was extremely popular, and as any
oppofitign to it arifing from their order alone,
would have been imputed wholly to interefted
motives, they endeavoured to excite the cities
themfelves to refufe obedience, and to remon-
ftrate againft the proclamation, as inconfiltent
with their charters and privileges. In confe-
quence of their inftigations, Burgos, Valladolid,
and feveral other cities, rofe in open mutiny.
Some of the grandees declared themfelves their
prote€tors.  Violent remonfirances were pre-
fented to the king. His Flemith counfellors
were alarmed. Ximenes alone continued firm
and undaunted; and partly by terror, partly by
intreaty 3 by force in fome inftances, and by
forbearance in others, he prevailed on all the
refraftory cities to comply®. During his ad-
miniftration, he continued to execute his plan

with vigour, but foon after his death it was en-
tirely dropt.

Hus fuccefs in this fcheme for reducing the
exorbitant power of the nobility, encouraged him
to attempt a diminution of their pofleffions,
which were no lefs exorbitant, During the con-
tefts and diforders infeparable from the feudal
government, the nobles, ever attentive to their

* P. Mart, Ep. 556, &c. Go‘::nc:ius, p. 160, &c,
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own intereft, and taking advantage of the weaks
pefs or diftre(s -of their monarchs, had feized
fome parts of the royal demefnes, obtained grants
of others, and having gradually wrefted almoft
the whole out of the hands of the prince, had
annexed them to their own ¢ftates.  The rights,
by which molt of the grandees held thefe lands,
were extremely defective; it was from fomé fuc-
cefsful ufurpation, which the crown had been
too feeble to difpute, that many derived their
only title to poffeffion. An enquiry carried
back to the origin of thele encroachments, which
were almoft co-eval with the feudal {yftem, was
impraéticable ; and as it would have ftripped
every nobleman in Spain of great part of his
lands, it muft have excited a general revolt.
Such a ftep was too bold, even for the enterpriz-
ing genius of Ximenes. He confined himfelf
to the reign of Ferdinand; and beginning with
the penfions granted during that time, refufed
to make any farther payment, becaufe all right
to them expired with his life. He then called
to account fuch as had acquired crown lands
under the adminiftration of that monarch, and
at once refumed whatever he had alienated The
effets of thefe revocations extended to many
perfons of high rank; for though Ferdinand
was a prince of little generofity, yet he and Ifa-
bella having been raifed to the throne of Caftile

by
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by a powerful faction of the nobles, they were
oblized to reward the zeal of their adherents
with. great liberality, and the royal demclnes
were their only fund for that purpofe. The
addition made to the revenue of the crown by
thefe revocations, together with his own frugal
ceconomy, enabled Ximenes not only to difcharge
all the debes which Ferdinand had left, and to
remit confiderable fums to Flanders, but to pay
the officers of his new militia, and to eftablifh
magazines more NUMErous, and better furnifhed
with artillery, arms, and warlike ftores, than
Spain had ever pofleflfed in any former age".
The prudent and difinterefted application of
thefe fums, was a full apology to the people for
the rigour with which they were exacted.

Tue nobles, alarmed at thefe repeated at-
tacks, began to think of precautions for the
fafety of their order. Many cabals were form-
ed, loud complaints were uttered, and def-
perate refolutions taken ; but before they pro-
ceeded to extremities, they appointed fome of
their numbers to examine the powers in confe-
quence of which the Cardinal exercifed aéts of
fuch high authority. The admiral of Caftile,
the duke de Infantado, and the condé de Bene-
vento, grandees of the firft rank, were entrufted

t Flechier Vie de Ximen, ii. 6oo.

with
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with this commiffion. Ximenes received them
with cold civility, and in anfwer to their de-
mand, produced the teftament of Ferdinand by
which he was appointed regent, together with
the ratification of that deed by Charles. To
both thefe they objected ; and he endeavoured
to eftablifh their validity, As the converfation
grew warm, he led them infenfibly towards a
balcony, from which they had a view of a large
body of troops under arms, and of a formidable
train of artillery. *¢ Behold,” fays he, pointing
to thefe and raifing his voice, ¢ the powers
which I have received from his Catholick ma-
jcily. With thefe I govern Caftile; and with
thefe T will govern it, until the king your mafter
and mine takes poffeflion of his kingdom*” A
declaration fo bold and haughty filenced them,
and aftonithed their affociates. To take arms”
againft a man aware of his danger,and prepared

- for his defence, was what defpair alone would

Thwarted
by Charles’s
Flemifh

minifters,

dictate.  All thoughts of a general confederacy
againft the Cardinal’s adminiftration were laid
afide; and except from fome flight commotions,
excited by the private refentment of particular

noblemen, the tranquullity of Caftile fuffered no
interruption,

It was not only from the oppofition of the
Spanifth nobility that obftacles arofe to the exe-
® Plech, ii. §51, Ferreras. Higt, viii, 433,

cution
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cution of the Cardinal’s {chemes; he had a con-
ftant ftruggle to maintain with the Flemith mini-
fters, who, prefuming upon their favour with the
young king, aimed at dire&ting the affairs of
Spain, as well as thofe of their own country.
Jealous of his great abilities and independent
fpirit, they confidered Ximenes rather as a rival
who might circumfcribe their power, than as a
minifter, who by his prudence and vigour was
adding to the grandeur and authority of their
mafter. Every complaint againft his admini-
ftration was liftened to with pleafure by the cour-
tiers in the Low Countries, Unneceflary ob-
ftructions were thrown by their means in the
way of all his meafures; and though they could
not either with decency or fafety deprive him of
the office of regent, they endeavoured to leflen
his authority by dividing it. They foon dif-
covered that Adrian of Utrecht, already joined
with him in office, had neither genius nor fpirit
fufficient to give the leaft check to his proceed-
ings; and therefore Charles, by their advice,
added to the commiffion of regency La Chau, a
Flemith gentleman, and afterwards Amerftorf,
a nobleman of Holland; the former diftinguifh-
ed for his addrefs, the latter for his firmnefs.
Ximenes, though no ftranger to the malevolent
intention of the Flemith courtiers, received thefe

new affociates with all the external marks of dif-

" Vou. II. E tin&ion
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tincion due to the office with which they were
invefted ; but when they came to enter upon
bufinefs, he abated nothing of that air of fupe-
riority with which he had treated Adrian, and
ftill retained the fole direction of affairs. The
Spaniards, more averfe, perhaps, than any other
people to the government of ftrangers, approved
of all his efforts to preferve his authority. Even
the nobles, influenced by this national pafiion,
and forgetting their jealoufies and difcontents,
chofe rather to fee the fupreme power in the
hands of one of their countrymen, whom they
feared, than in thofe of foreigners, whom they
bated.,

Ximenes, though engaged in fuch great
fchemes of domeftick policy, and embarraffed by
the artifices and intrigues of the Flemifh mi-
nifters, had the burden of two foreign wars to
fupport. The one was in Navarre, invaded b
its unfortunate monarch, John d’Albret. The
death of Ferdinand, the abfence of Charles, the
difcord and difaffetion which reigned among
the Spanifh nobles, feemed to prefent him with
a favourable opportunity of recovering his do-
minions. The Cardinal’s vigilance, however,
defeated a meafure fo well concerted. As he
forefaw the danger to which that kingdom might
be expofed, one of his firft aéts of adminiftra-

5 tion
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tion was to order thither a confiderable bodjr of Boox L.

troops. While the king was employed with
one part of his army in the fiege of St. Jean
Pied en Port, Villalva, an officer of great ex-
perience and courage, attacked the other by
furprife, and cut it to pieces. The king in-
ftantly retreated with precipitation, and an end
was put to the war*. Butas Navarre was filled

at that time with towns and caftles, {lightly
fortified, and weakly garrifoned, which being
unable to refift an enemy, ferved only to furnifh
him with places of retreat; Ximenes, always
bold and decifivein his meafures, ordered every
one of thefe to be difmantled, except Pampe-
luna, the fortifications of which he propofed to
render very ftrong. To this uncommon pre-
caution Spain owes the pofleflion of Navarre;
The French, fince that period, have often en~
tered, and have as often over-run the open
country; but while they were expofed to all the
inconveniencies attending an invading army, the
Spaniards have eafily drawn troops from the
neighbouring provinces to oppofe them ; and
the French, being deflitute of ftrong towns to
which they could retire, have been obliged to
abandon their conqueft with as rnuch rapidity
as they gained it,

x P, Mart, F_P. 570,

E 2 THs

1516,



52

Boox I.

1516,
His opera-
tions in
Africa lefs
fortunate,

Corruption
of the Fle-
mith mini-
Rers, par-
ticularly of
Chievres,

THE REIGN OF THE

Tue war which he carried on in Africa,
againft the famous adventurer Horuc Barba-
roffa, who, from a private corfair, raifed him- -
felf, by his fingular valour and addrefs, to be
king of Algiers and Tunis, was far from being
equally fuccefsful. The ill conduét of the
Spanith general, and the rath valour of his
troops, prefented Barbaroffa with an eafy victory.
Many perifhed in the battle, more in the retreat,
and the remainder returned into Spain covered
with infamy. The magnanimity, however, with
which the Cardinal bore this difgrace, the only
one he experienced during his adminiftration,
added new luftre to his charatter”. Great com-
pofure of temper under a difappointment, was
not expected from a man fo remarkable for the
eagernefs and impatience with which he urged
on the execution of all his fchemes.

Tris difafter was foon forgotten; while the
conduét of the Flemifh court proved the caufe
of conftant unealinefs, not only to the Cardinal,
but to the whole Spanifh nation. Al the great
qualities of Chievres, the prime minifter and
favourite of the young king, were fullied with
an ignoble and fordid avarice. The acceffion of
his mafter to the crown of Spain, opened a
new and copious fource for the gratification of

¥ Gometius, lib, vi. p. 17g.
this
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this paffion. During the time of Charles’s refi- Boox L
dence in Flanders, the whole tribe of pretenders L;;TE‘
to offices or to favour reforted thither. They
foon difcovered that, without the patronage of
Chievres, it was vain to hope for preferment;
nor did they want fagacity to find out the proper
method of fecuring his protection. Vaft fums
of money were drawn out of Spain. Every
thing was venal, and difpofed of to the higheft
bidder. After the example of Chievres, the in-
ferior Flemifh minifters engaged in this traffick,
which became as general and avowed, as it was
infamous®, The Spaniards were filled with
rage when they beheld offices of great import~
ance to the welfare of their country, fet to
fale by ftrangers, unconcerned for its honour or
its happinefs.  Ximenes, difinterefted in his
whole adminiftration, and a ftranger, from his-
native grandeur of mind, to the paffion of ava-
rice, inveighed with the utmoft boldnefs againft’
the venality of the Flemings. = He reprefented
to the king in ftrong terms, the murmurs and '
indignation which their behaviour excited among

a free and high-fpirited people, and befought
him to fet out without lofs of time for Spain,
that, by his prefence, he might diffipate the

clouds which were gathering all over the king-
dom?,

# Miniana, Contin. L i.c. 2, ® P, Mart. Ep. 576.
E 3 CHARLES
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CHARLI-:S was fully fenfible that he had de-
? layed too long' to take poffeffion of his domi-
nions’ in' Spain, Powerful obftacles, however,
flood in his'way, and detained him in the Low
Countries. " The war which the league of Cam-
bray had kindled inTtaly, ftill {ubfifted; though
during its courfe, the armies of all the parties
engaged in it, had changed their deftination and
their objeéts. France was now in alliance with
Venice, which' it had at firk combined to deftroy.’
Maximilian and ' Ferdinand had for'fome years
carried on hoftilities againft France, their origi-
nal ally, to thevalour of whofe troops the con-
federacy  |had.-been indebted for all its fuccefs.
Together with his'kingdoms, Ferdinand tranf-
mitted this warto his grandfon’; and there was
reafon to expectthat Maximilian, always fond of
new enterprizes, would perfuade the yoﬁng
monarch to enter:into it with ardour. But the
Flemings, who had dong pofi‘éifed an extenfive
commerce, which, during the l-eagu'e_ of Cam-
bray, had grown .toa' great height'upon’ the
ruins of the Venetian trade, dreaded a rupture
with France; and Chievres, fagacious to difcern
the true intereft of his country, and not warped

. on this occafion by his love of wealth, warmly

declared for maintaining peace with the French
nation. Francis I. deftitute of allies, and foli-
citous to fecure his late conquefts in Italy by a

treaty,
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: treaty, liftened with joy to the firft overtures of
accommodation. Chievres himfelf conducted
the negociation in name of Charles. Gouffier
appeared as plenipotentiary for Francis. Each
of them had prefided over the education of the
prince whom he reprefented. * They had both
adopted the fame pacific fyftem; and were
equally perfuaded that the union of the two mo-
narchs was the happieflt event for themfelves, as
well as for their kingdoms. In fuch hands the
negociation did not languith. A few days after
opening their conferences at Noyon, they con-
cluded a treaty of confederacy and mutual de-
fence between the two monarchs; the chief ar-
ticles in which were, that Francis thould give in
marriage to Charles his eldeft daughter, the prin-
cefs Louife, an infant of a year old, and as her
dowry, fhould make over to him all his claims
and pretenfions upon the kingdom of Naples
that in confideration of Charles’s being already
in pofieffion of Naples, he fhould, until the ac-
complifhment of the marriage, pay an hundred
thoufand crowns a year to the French king;
and the half of that fum annually, as long as
the princefs had no children; that when Charles
fhall arrive in Spain, the heirs of the king of
Navarre may reprefent to him their right to
that kingdom; and if it do not give them fa-
tisfation, Francis fhould be at liberty to affift

E4 them
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them with all his forces®. This alliance not
only united Charles and Francis, but obliged
Maximilian, who was unable alone to cope with
the French and Venetians, to enter into a treaty
with thofe powers, which put a final period to
the bloody and tedious war that the league of
Cambray had occafioned. Europe enjoyed a
few years of univerfal tranquillity, and was in-
debted for that blefling to two princes, whofe
rivalfhip and ambition kept it in perpetual dif-
cord and agitation during the remainder of their
reigns.

By the treaty of Noyon, Charles fecured a
fafe paffage into Spain. It was not, however,
the intereft of his Flemifth minifters, that he
thould vifit that kingdom foon. While he” re-
fided in Flanders, the revenues of the Spanith
crown were fpent there, and they engroffed,
without any competitors, all the effe@s of their
monarch’s generofity ;5 their country became the
feat of govenment, and all favours were dif-
penfed by them. Of all thefe advantages, they
yun the rifque of feeing themfelves deprived,
from the moment that their fovereign entered |
Spain. The Spaniards would naturally affume
the direftion of their own affairs; the Low
Countries would be confidered only as a pro-

b Leonard Recueil des Traitez, tom.ii, €5.
vince
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vince of that mighty monarchys; and they who Boox L.
now diftributed the favours of the prince to LT;:E"
others, muft then be content to receive them
from the hands of ftrangers. But what Chievres ag.4 o
chiefly wifhed to avoid was, an interview be- Ximeaet
tween the king and Ximenes. On the one
hand, the wifdom, the integrity, and the mag-
nanimity of that prelate, gave him a wonderful
alcendant over the minds of men; and it was
extremely probable, that thefe great qualities,
added to the reverence due to his age and office,
would command the refpeét of a young prince,
who, capable of noble and generous fentiments
himfelf, would, in proportion to his admiration
of the Cardinal’s virtues, leflen his deference
towards perfons of another charaéter. Or, on
the other hand, if Charles fhould allow his
Flemifh favourites to retain all the influence
over his councils which they at prefent poffefled,
it was eafy to forefee that the Cardinal would
remonftrate loudly againft fuch an indignity to
the Spanifh nation, and vindicate the rights of
his country with the fame intrepidity and fuc-
cefs, that he had afferted the prerogatives of
the crown. For thefe reafons, all his Flemith
counfellors: combined to retard his departure ;
and Charles, unfufpicious, from want of expe-
rience, and fond of his native country, fuffered
himfelf to be unneceffarily detained in the Ne-

t therlands
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therlands a whole year after figning the treaty
of Noyon.

Tae repeated entreaties of Ximenes, the ad-
vice of his, grandfather Maximilian, and the
impatient murmurs of his Spanifh fubjeéts, pre-
vailed on him at laft to embark. He was
attended not only by Chievres, his prime mini-
fler, but by a numerous and fplendid train of
the Flemifth nobles, fond of beholding the gran-
deur, or of fharing in the bounty of their prince.
After a dangerous voyage, he landed at:Villa
Viciofa, in the province of Afturias, and was
received with fuch loud acclamations of joy, as
a new monarch, whofe arrival was fo ardently
defired, had reafon to expec, The Spanifh,
nobility reforted to their fovereign from all
parts of the kingdom, and difplayed a magni-
ficence which the Flemings were unable tq
emulate?,

X1MENES, who confidered the prefence of the
king as the greateft blefling to his dominions,
was advancing towards the coaft, as faft as the
infirm ftate of his health would permit, in order .
to receive him, During his regency, and not-
withftanding his extreme old age, he had abated,
in no degree, the rigour or frequency of his

© P, Mart, Ep. 599. 6o1.
mortifi-
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mortifications ; and to thefe he added fuch la-
borious affiduity in bufinefs, as would have
worn out the moft youthful and vigorous con-
ftitution, Everyday he employed feveral hours
in devotion; he celebrated mafs in perfon ; he
even allotted fome fpace for ftudy. - Notwith-
ftanding thefe occupations, he regularly attended
the council ; he received and read all papers
prefented to him ; he di&ated’ letters and in-
ftructions; and took under his infpeétion all
bufinefs, civil, ecclefiaftical, or military. Every
moment of his time was filled up with fome
ferious employment. The only amufement in
which he indulged himfelf by way of relaxation
after bufinefs, was to canvals, with a few friars
é.'n‘d divines, fome intricate article in fcholaftick
theology. Watted by fuch a courfe of life, the

infirmities of age daily grew upon him, On

his journey, a violent _@Tdrder feized him at Bos
Equillos, attended with uncommon fymptoms
which his followers confidered as the effect of
poifen ¢, but could not agree whether the crime
ought to be imputed to the hatred of the
Spanifh nobles, or to the malice of the Flemith
courtiers, This accident obliging him to ftop
fhort, he wrote to Charles, and with his ufual
boldnefs advifed him to difmifs all the ftrangers
in his train, whofe numbers and credit gave

4 Miniana, Contin. lib. i, c. 3.

offence

59

Boox I.

Isl?v'

Charles’s
ingratiiude
1o Ximencs,



€o

Boox L

1517,

THE REIGN OF THE

offence already to the Spaniards, and would ere
long alienate the affections of the whole people.
At 'the fame time he earneftly defired to have
an interview with the king, that he might inform
him of the ftate of the nation, and the temper
of his fubjeéts. To prevent this, not only the
Flemings, but the Spanifh grandees, employed
all their addrefs, and induftrioufly kept Charles
at a diftance from Aranda, the place to which
the Cardinal had removed. Through their fug-
geftions, every meafure that he recommended
was rejeted; the utmoft care was taken to
make him feel, and to point out to the whole
nation, that his power was on the decline ; even
in things purely trivial, fuch a choice was always
made, as was deemed moft difagreeable to him.
Ximenes did not bear this treatment with his
ufual fortitude of fpirit. Confcious of his own
integrity and merit, he expected a more grateful
return from a prince, to whom he delivered a
kingdom more flourifhing than it had been in
any former age, together with authority more
extenfive and better eftablithed, than the moft
illuftrious of his anceltors had ever poffeffed.
He could not, therefore, on many occafions,
refrain from giving vent to his indignation and
complaints. He lamented the fate of his coun-
try, and foretold the calamities which it would
fuffer from the infolence, the rapacioufnefs, and

ignorance
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ignorance of , ftrangers. While his mind was
agitated by thefe paffions, he received a letter
from the king, in which, after a few cold and
formal expreffions of regard, he was allowed to
retire to his diocefe ; that after a life of fuch
continued labour, he might end his days in
tranquillity. This meflfage proved fatal to
Ximenes. His haughty mind, it is probable,
would not furvive difgrace ; perhaps his gene-
rous heart could not bear the profpect of the
misfortunes ready to fall on his country, Which-
foever of thefe opinions we embrace, certain it
is that he expired a few hours after reading the
letter©. ‘The variety, the grandeur, and the
fuccefs of his {fchemes, during a regency of only
twenty months, leave it doubtful, whether his
fagacity in council, his prudencein condu&, or
his boldnefs in execution, deferve the greateft
praife. His reputation is ftill high in Spain,
not only for wifdom, but for fan&tity ; and he
is the only prime minifter mentioned in hiftory,
whom his contemporaries reverenced as a faint ,
and to whom the people under his government
afcribed the power of working miracles.

Soon after the death of Ximenes, Charles
made his publick entry, with great pomp, into

¢ Marfollier, Vie de Ximenes, p. 447. Gomerius, lib, vii.
p. 206, &c. Baudier Hift. de Ximen. p. 208.
¥ Flechier, Vie de Ximen, ii. p. 746.
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Valladolid, whither he had fummoned the Cortes
of Caftile. Though he affumed on all occafions
the name of king, that title had never been
acknowledged in the Cortes, The Spaniards
confidering Joanna as pofitfled of the fole right
to the crown, and no example of a fon’s having
enjoyed the title of king during the life of his
parents occurring in their hiftory, the Cortes
difcovered all that fcrupulous refpeé for ancient
forms, and that averfion to innovation, which
are confpicuous in popular affemblies, The
prefence, however, of their prince, the addrefs,
the artifices, and the threats of his minifters,
prevailed on them at laft to proclaim him king,
in conjunétion with his mother, whofe name
they appointed to be placed before that of her
fon in all publick aéts. But, when they made
this conceffion, they declared, that if, at any
future- period Joanna fhould recover the exer-
cife of reafon, the whole royal authority fhould
return into her hands, At the fame time, they
voted a free gift of {ix hundred thoufand ducats
to be paid in three years, a fum more confider-
able than had ever been granted to any former
monarch &,

Norwitustanpine this obfequioufnels of
the Cortes to the will of the king, the moft

¢ Miniana, Contin, lib, i. ¢, 3. P, Mart. Ep. 608,
Sandov, p. 12.

violent
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violent fymptoms of diffatisfaction with-his go-
vernment began to break out in the kingdom.
Chievres had acquired over the mind of the
young monarch the afcendant not only of a
tutor, but of a parent. Charles feemed to have
no fentiments but thofe which his minifter in-
{pired, and fcarcely uttered a word but what he
put into his mouth. He was conftantly fur-
rounded by Flemings ; no perfon got accefs to
him without their permiffion ; nor was any ad-
mitted to audience but in their prefence. As
he fpoke the Spanifh language very imperfeétly,
his anfwers were always extremely fhort, and
often delivered with hefitation. From all thefe
circumftances, many of the Spaniards were led
to believe that he was a prince of a flow and
narrow genius.  Some pretended to difcover 3
ftrong refemblance between him and his mother,
and began to whifper that his capacity for go-
vernment would never be far fuperior to hers ;
and though they who had the beft opportunity
of judging concerning his character, maintained,
that notwithftanding fuch unpromifing appear-
ances, he poffefled a large fund of knowledge,
as well as of fagacity "; yet all agreed in con-
demning his partiality towards his countrymen,
and his attachment to his favourites as unrea-
fonable and immoderate. Unfortunately for

A Sandoval, p. 31. P. Mart. Ep. 655.
Charles,
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Charles, thefe favourites were unworthy of his
confidence. To amafs wealth feems to have
been their only aim; and as they had reafon to
fear, that either their mafter’s good fenfe, or
the indignation of the Spaniards, might foon
abridge their power, they haftened to improve
the prefent opportunity, and their avarice was
the more rapacious, becaufe they expected their
authority to be of no long duration. All
honours, offices, and benefices, were either en-
groffed by the Flemings, or publickly fold by
them. Chievres, his wife, and Sauvage, whom
Charles, on the death of Ximenes, had impru-
dently raifed to be chancellor of Catftile, vied
with each other in all the refinements of extor-
tion and venality, Not only the Spanifh hifto-
rians, who, from refentment, may be fufpected
of exaggeration, but Peter Martyr Angleria, an
Italian, who refided at that time in the court
of Spain, and who was under no temptation to
deceive the perfons to whom his letters are
addrefled, give a defcription which is almoft
incredible, of the infatiable and fhamelefs covet-
oufnefs of the Flemings. Accordingto An-
gleria’s calculation, which he afferts to be ex-
tremely moderate, they remitted into the Low
Countries, in the {pace of ten months, no lefs
a fum than a million and one hundred thoufand

ducats.
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ducats. The nomination of William de Croy,
Chievres’ nephew, a young man not of cano-
rical age, to the Archbifhoprick of Toledo,
exafperated the Spaniards more than all thefe
exattions. They confidered the elevation of a
ftranger to the head of their church, apd to the
richeft benefice in the kingdom, not only as an
injury, but as an infult to the whole nation;
both clergy and laity, the former from intereft,
the latter from indignation, joined in exclaim.
ing againft it *.

Cuaries leaving Caftile thus difgufted with
his adminiftration, fet out for Saragoffa, the
capital of Aragon, that he might be prefent in
the Cortes of that kingdom. On his way thither,
he took leave of his brother Ferdinand, whom
he fent into Germany on the pretence of viliting
their grandfather, Maximilian, in his old age.
To this prudent precaution, Charles owed the
prefervation of his Spanifh dominions. During
the violent commotions which arofe there foon
after this period, the Spaniards would infallibly
have offered the crown to a prince, who was
the darling of the whole nation ; nor did Fer-
dinand want ambition, or counfellors, that might
have prompted him to accept of the offer *

1 Sandoval, 28—31, P. Mart. Ep.6c8. 611. 613, 614,
622, 623.639. Mipiana, Contin. lib. i. c. 3. p. 8.

k P, Martyr, Ep. 619, Ferteras, viii, 460.
Vou. Il. ¥ THE
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Boox L. Tue Aragonefe had not hil_:herto acknow-
ters. ledged Charles as king, nor would they allow
The Arige- the Cortes to be aﬂ'cmbl:d in his name, but i in

nele more

antradtable that of the JL‘Iﬂilza, to whom, during an inter-
Caitfians. regnum), this privilege belonged'. The oppo-
fition Charles had to ftruggle with in the Cortes

of Aragon, was more violent and obftinate than

that which he had overcome in Caftile ; after

long delays, however, and with much difficulty,

he perfuaded the members to confer on him the

title of king, in conjunétion with his mother.

At the fame time he bound himfelf by that fo-

lemn oath, which the Aragonefe exacted of their

king, never to violate any of their rights or

. liberties. 'When a donative was demanded, the
members were {till mere intraftable; many

months elapfed before they would agree to grang

Charles two hundred thoufand ducats, and that

fum they appropriated fo ftritly for paying

debts of the crown, which had long been for- = &

gotten, that a very fmall part of it came into
the king’s hands. What had happened in Caf-
tile, taught them caution, and detcrm:ned them
rather to fatisfy the claims of their fellow-citie .
zens, how obfolete foever, than to furnith ftran-

gers the means of enriching themfelves with the
fpoils of their country®, |

! P, Martyr, Ep. 6os. = P, Martyr, Ep.
615—634. =
URING
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Durine thefe proceedings of the Cortes, am-
baffadors arrived at Saragoffa from Francis I.
and the young king of Navarre, demanding the
reftitution of that kingdom in terms of the treaty
of Noyon. But neither Charles, nor the Cafti-
lian nobles whom he confulted on this occafion,
difcovered any inclination to part with this ac-
quifition. A conference held foon after at
Montpelier, in order to bring this matter to an
amicable iffue, was altogether fruitlefs; while
the French urged the injuftice of the ufurpation,
the Spaniards were attentive only to its im-
portance®, '

From Aragon, Charles proceeded to Cata-
lonia, where he wafted as much time, encoun-
tered more difficulties, and gained lefs money.
The Flemings were now become fo odious in
every province of Spain by their exaétions, that
the defire of mortifying them, and of difap-
pointing their avarice, augmented the jealoufy
with which a free people ufually conduét their
deliberatious.

Tue Caftilians, who had felt moft fenfibly
the weight and rigour of the oppreflive fchemes
carried on by the Flemings, refolved no longer
1o fubmit with a tamenefs fatal to themfelves,

* P, Martyr, Ep. 605. 633, 640.
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and which rendered them the objects of fcorn
among the reft of the Spaniards. Segovia,
Toledo, Seville, and feveral other cities of the
firlt rank, entered into a confederacy for the de-
fence of their rights and privileges ; and not-
withftanding the filence of the nobility, who, on
this occafion, dilcovered neither the public {pi-
rit, nor the refolution which became their order,
the confederates laid before the king a full view
of the ftate of the kingdom, and of the mal-
adminiftration of his favourites. The prefer-
ment of firangers, the exportation of the cur-
rent coin, the increafe of taxes, were the griev-
ances of which they chiefly complained ; and of
thefe they demanded redrefs with that boldnefs
which is natural to a free people. Thefe remon-
firances, prefented at firlt at Saragoffa, and re-
newed afterwards at Barcelona, Charles treated
with great neglect. The confederacy, however,
of thefe cities at this juncture, was the begin-
ning of that famous union among the com-
mons of Caftile, which not long after threw
the kingdom into fuch violent convulfions as
fhook the throne, and almoft overturned the
conftitution °.

Soon after Charles’s arrival at Barcelona, he
received the account of an event which inte-

© P. Martyr, Ep. 630. Ferreras, viii. 464.
refted
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refted him much more than the murmurs of the
Caftilians, or the fcruples of the Cortes of Cata-
lonia. This was the death of the Emperor
Maximilian; an occurrence of fmall importance
in itfelf, for he was a prince confpicuous neither
for his virtues, nor his power, nor his abilities
but rendered by its confequences more memo-
rable than any that had happened during feve-
ral ages. It broke that profound and univerfal
peace which then reigned in the Chriftian world;
it excited a rivalfhip between two princes, which
threw all Europe into agitation, and kindled
wars more general, and of longer duration, than
had hitherto been known in modern times.

THe revolutions occafioned by the expedition
of the French king, Charles VIII. into Italy,
had infpired the European princes with new ideas
concerning the importance of the Imperial dig-
nity. The claims of the Empire upon fome of
the Italian ftates were numerous ; its jurifdiction
over others was extenfive ; and though the for-
mer had been almoft abandoned, and the latter
feldom exercifed, under princes of flender abi-
lities and of little influence, it was obvious,
that, in the hands of an Emperor pofiefied of
power or genius, they would be employed as
engines for ftretching his dominion over the

F 3 greater
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Boox I greater part of that country. Even Maximi-
T lian, feeble and unfteady as his z?ondp& alwgys
. was, had availed himfelf of the infinite preten-
fions of the Empire, and had reaped advan-
tage from every war and every ncgocia_tioia in
Italy during his reign. Thefe confiderations,
added to the dignity of the ftation, confefledly
the firft among Chriftian princes, and to-the
rights inherent in the office, which, if exerted
with vigour, were far from bti'nginconﬁdcrablc,
“rendered the Imperial crown more than ever an

obje& of ambition. ;

Magmilian Nor long before his death, Maximilian had

had endea-

voured o fe- - difcovered great folicitude to preferve this dig-,

e nity in the Auftrian family, and to procure the
e ¥ King of Spain to be chofen his fucceflor. But
he himfelf having never been crowned by the
Pope, aceremony deemed effential in that age,
was confidered only as Emperor eles?, Though
hiftorians did not attend to that diftinCtion, nei-
ther the Italian nor German chancery beftowed
any other title upon him than that of King of
the Romans; and no example occurring in hif-
tory of any perfon’s being chofen a fucceffor to
a king of the Romans, the Germans, always
tenacious of their forms, and unwilling to con-

fer upon Charles an office for which their con-

ftitution
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ftitution knew no name, obftinately refufed to
gratify Maximilian in that point®.

By his death, this difficulty was at once re-
moved, and Charles openly afpired to that dig-
nity which his grandfather had attempted, with-
out fuccefs, to fecure for him. At the fame
time, Francis I, a powerful rival, entered the
lifts againft him ; and the attcnl;lon of all ]:uropc
was fixed upon this competition, no lefs illuftri-

ous from the high rank of the candidates, I:h__&}p,-

from the importance of the prize for which they
contended. Each of them urged his preten-
fions with fanguine expeétations, and with no
unpromifing profpect of fucccfs. Charles con-
fidered the Imperlal crown as belonging to him
of right, from its 1ong contmuancc in the Au-

ftrian line’; 3.0 knew that none of the German

princes poflefled power or influence enough to
appeaf as his antagonift ; he flattered himfelf,
that no confideration would induce the natives
of Germany to exalt any foreign prince to a
dignity, which during fo many ages had been
deemed pecaliar to their own nation ; and leaft
of all, that they would confer this honour upon
FrancisL. the fovereign of a people whofe genius,

P Gulcc;ardlm, lib, 13, p. 15, Hift, Gener! d’Allemagne,
par P, Barre, tom. viii, part 1. p. 1087. P. Heuter. Rer.
Aultr, 1ib, vii, ¢, 17. 179. lib. viii. ¢, 2. p. 183.
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and laws, and manners, differed fo widely from
thofe of the Germans, that it was hardly poffible
to eftablith any cordial union between them'; he
trufled not a little to the effect of Maximilian’s
negociations, which, though they did not attain
their end, had prepared the minds of the Ger-
mans for his elevation to the Imperial throne ;
buc what he relied on as a chief recommenda-
tion, was the fortunate fituation of his heredi-
tary dominions in Germany, which ferved as a
natural barrier to the Empire againft the en-
croachments of the Turkifh power. The con-
quefts, the abilities, and the ambition of Sultan
Selim II. had fpread over Europe, atthat time,
a general and well-founded alarm. By his vic-
tories over the Mamalukes, and the extirpation
of that gallant body of men, he had not only
added Egypt and Syria to his empire, but had
fecured to it fuch a degree of internal tranquil-
lity, that he was ready to turn againft Chriften-
dom the whole force of his arms, which nothing
hitherto had been able to refit. The moft ef-
fectual expedient for ftopping the progrefs of
this torrent, feemed to be the ele@®ion of an Em-
peror, pofleffed of extenfive territories in that
country, where its firft impreflion would be fele,
and who, befides, could combat this formidable
enemy with all the forces of a powerful monar-
chy, and with all the wealth furnithed by the

mines
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mines of the new world, or the commerce of
the Low Countries. Thefe were the arguments
by which Charles publickly fupported his claim;
and to men of integrity and reflection, they ap-
peared to be not only plaufible, but convincing.
He did not, however, truft the fuccels of his
caufe to thefe alone. Great fums of money were
remitted from Spain; all the refinements and
artifice of negociation were employed; and a
confiderable body of troops kept on foot by the
ftates of the Circle of Suabia, was fecretly taken
into his pay. The venal were gained by pre-
fents ; the objeétions of the more fcrupulous
were anf{wered or eluded ; fome feeble princes
were threatened and over-awed %,

Ox the other hand, Francis fupported his
claim with equal eagernefs, and no lefs confi-
dence of its being well founded. His emiffaries
contended that it was now high time to convince
the Princes of the houfe of Auftria that the Impe-
rial crown was eleétive,and not hereditary; that
other perfons might afpire to an honour which
their arrogance had come to regard as the pro-
perty of their family; that it required a fove-
reign of mature judgment, and of approved abili-
ties, to hold the reins of government in a coun-

9 Guic. lib, 13. 150. Sleidan, Hift. of the Reformat. 14
Struvii Corp. Hift. German, ii. g71. Not. zo.

try
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try where fuch unknown opinions concerning
religion had been publifhed, as had throv:vn .the
minds of men into an uncommon agitation,
which threatened the moft violent effects ; that a
young prince, without experience, a_n"d who had
hitherto given no fpecimens of his genius for
command, was no equal match for Selim, a mo-
narch grown old in the art of war, and In the
courfe of victory ; whereas a king, who in his
early youth had triumphed over the valour
and difcipline of the Swifs, till then reckoned
invincible, would be an antagonift not unworthy'
the Conqueror of the Eaft; that the fire and
impetuofity of the French cavalry, added to the’
difcipline and ftability of the German infantry,
would form an army fo irrefiftible, that, inftead
of waiting the approach of the Ottoman forces,
it might carry hoftilities into the heart of their
dominions; that the ele@ion of Charles would
be inconfiftent with a fundamental conftitution,
by which the perfon who holds the crown of
Naples, is excluded from afpiring to the Impe-
rial dignity ; that his elevation to “that honour’
would foon kindle a war in Italy, on'account of
his pretenfions to the dutchy of Milan, the effeéts
of which could not fail of reaching the empire,
and might prove fatal to it’. But while his

: Guicc.‘lib._ 13. 160. Sleid, p. 16, Geor, Sabini de elet.
Car, V. Hiftoria apud ScardiiScript.Rer. German.'vol. ii. p. 4.

ambafladors
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ambafiadors enlarged upon thefe and other to-
picks of the fame kind, in all the courts of
Germany, Francis, fenfible of the prejudices en-
tertained againft him as a foreigner, unacquaint-
ed with the German language or mgnners, en-
deavoured to overcome thefe, and to gain the
favour of the princes by immenfe gifts, and by
infinite promifes. As the expeditious method
of tranfmitting money, and the decent mode of
conveying a bribe by bills of exchange was then
little known, the French ambafladors travelled
with a train of horfes loaded with treafure, an
equipage not very honourable for that prince,
by whom they were employed, and infamous for
thofe to whom they were fent *,

Tue other European princes could not re-
main indifferent fpectatorsof a conteft, the deci-
fion of which fo nearly affected them. Their
commonintereft ought naturally to have formed
a general combination, in order to difappoint
both competitors, and to prevent either of them
from obtaining fuch a pre-eminence in power
and dignity, a8 might prove dangerous to the
liberties of Europe. But the ideas with refpect
to a proper diftribution and balance of power
were o lately introduced into the fyftem of Eu-
ropean policy, that they were not hitherto ob-

* Memoires de Marech. de Flearanges, p. 296,
jelts
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fome princes, the want of forefight in qthers,
and the fear of giving offence to the candidates,
hindered fuch a falutary union of the powers of
Europe, and rendered them either totally negli-
gent of the publick fafety, or kept them from
exerting themfelves with vigour in its behalf,

Tre Swifs Cantons, though they dreaded the
elevation of either of the contending monarchs,
and though they wifhed to have feen fome prince
whofe dominions were lefs extenfive, and whofe
power was more moderate, feated on the Im-
perial throne, were prompted, however; by their
hatred of the French nation, to give an open pre-
ference to the pretenfions of Charles, while they
ufed their utmoft influence to fruftrate thofe of
Francis ',

Tue Venetians eafily difcerned, that it was
the intereft of their Republick to have both the
rivals fet afide ; but their jealoufy of the houfe
of Auftria, whofe ambition and neighbourhood
had been fatal to their grandeur, would not per=
mit them to a& up to their own ideas, and led
them hattily to give the fan&ion of their appro-
bation to the claim of the French king.

t Sabinus, p. 6.
It
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It was equally the intereft, and more in the
power of Henry VIII of England, to prevent
either Francis or Charles from acquiring a dig-
nity which would raife them fo far above other
menarchs. But though Henry often boafted,
that he held the balance of Europe in his hand,
he had neither the fteady attention, theaccurate
difcernment, nor the difpaflionate temper which
that delicate function required. On this occa-
fion it mortified his vanity fo much, to fee him-
felf excluded from that noble competition which
refleCted fuch honour upon the two antagonifts,
that he took the refolution of fending an am-
baffador into Germany, and of declaring himfelf
a candidate for the Imperial throne. The am-
baffador, though loaded with carefles by the
German princes and the Pope’s nuncio, informed
his malfter, that he could hope for no fuccefs in
a claim which he had been fo late in preferring,
Henry, imputing his difappointment to that
circumftance alone, and foothed with this often-
tatious difplay of his own importance, feems to
have taken no farther part in the matter, either
by contributing to thwart both his rivals, or to
promote one of them ®.

Lzxo X. a pontiff no lefs renowned for his
political abilities, than for his love of the arts,
* Memoires de Fleuranges, 314. Herbert, Hift. of

Heary VIII.
X was
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was the only prince of the age who obferved the
motions of the two contending monarchs with
a prudent attention, or who difcovered a proper
folicitude for the publick fafety. The Imperial
and Papal jurifdiGtion interfered in fo many
inftances, the complaints of ufurpation were fo
numerous on both fides, and the territories of
the church owed their fecurity fo little. to their
own force, and fo much to the weaknefs of the
powers around them, that nothing was fo for-
midable to the court of Rome as an Emperor
with extenfive dominions, or of enterprizing
genius. Leo trembled at the profpeét of be-
holding the Imperial crown placed on the head
of the king of Spain and of Naples, and the
mafter of the new world; nor was he lefs afraid
of feeing a king of France, who was duke of
Milan and lord of Genoa, exalted to that dig-
nity. e foretold that the ele®ion of either of
them would be fatal to the independence of the
holy fee, to the peace of Italy, and perhaps to
the liberties of Europe. But to oppofe them
with any profpe@t of fuccefs, required addrefs
and caution in proportion to the greatnefs of
their power, ‘and their opportunities of taking
revenge. Leo was defeftive in neither. He
fecretly exhorted the German princes to place
one of their own number on the Imperial throne,
which many of them were capable of filling

2 with
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with honour. He put them in mind of the Boox L
conftitution by which the Kings of Naples were g
for ever excluded from that dignity*. He
warmly exhorted the French King to perfift in
his claim, not from any defire that he fhould
gain his end, but as he forefaw that the Ger-
mans would be more difpofed to favour the
king of Spain, he hoped that Francis himfelf,
when he difcovered his own chance of fuccefs to
be defperate, would be ftimulated by refent-
ment and the {pirit of rivalfhip, to concur with
all his intereft in raifing fome third perfon to
the head of the Empire ; or, on the other hand,
if Francis fhould make unexpected progrefs, he
did not doubt but that Charles would be in-
duced by fimilar motives to act the fame part;
and thus, by a prudent attention, the mutual
jealouly of the two rivals might be fo dexteroufly
managed, as to difappoint both. But this
fcheme, the only one which a prince in Leo’s
fituation could adopt, though concerted with
great wifdom, was executed with little difcre-
tion. The French ambaffadors in Germany fed
their mafter with vain hopes; the pope’s nuncie,
being gained by them, altogether forgot the
inftru&ions which he had received ; and Francis
perfevered fo long and.with fuch obftinacy in

1519,

* Goldafti Conflitutiones Imperiales.  Francof. 1673.
vol. s 439.
urging
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urging his own pretenfions, as rendered all Leo’s
meafures abortive 7.

* Sven were the hopes of the candidates, and
the views of the diffeient princes, when the
diet was opened according to form at Frankfort.
The right of chufing an Emperor had long
been vefted in feven great princes, diftinguifthed
by the name of Eleftors, the origin of whofe
office, as well as the nature and extent of their
powers, have already been explained. Thefe
were, at that time, Albert of Brandenburgh,
archbithop of Mentz ; Herman count de Wied,
archbifhop of Cologne; Richard de Greiffen~
klau, archbithop of Treves; Lewis, king of
Bohemia ; Lewis, count Palatin of the Rhinejy
Frederick, duke of Saxony; and Joachim I.
marquis of Brandenburgh. Notwithftanding
the artful arguments produced by the ambafla«
dors of the two kings in favour of ' their refpec-
tive mallers, and in {pite of all their folicitations,
intrigues, and prefents, the Eleftors did not
forget that maxim on which the liberty of the
German conftitution was thought to be founded,
Among the members of the Germanick body,
which is a great republick compofed of ftates
almoft independent, the firft principle of patris
otifm is to deprefs and limit the power of the

¥ Guicciar, lib. 13, 161.
Emperor :
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Emperor ; andt of this idea fo natural under
fuch a form of government, a German politician

feldom lofes fight. No prince of confiderable

power, or extenfive dominions, had for fome
ages been raifed to the Imperial throne. To
this prudent precaution many of the great fami-
lies in Germany owed the {plendour and inde-
pendence which they had acquired -during that
period. To elet either of the contending mo-
narchs, would have been a grofs violation of
that falutary maxim ; would have given to the
Empire a mafter, inftead of an head ; and would
have reduced themfelves from the rank of equals,
to the condition of fubjects.

FuLr of thefe ideas, all the eletors turned
their eyes towards Frederick, duke of Saxony,
a prince of fuch eminent virtue and abilities,
as to be diftinguithed by the name of the Sage,
and with one voice they offéered him the Im-
perial crown. He was not dazzled with that
objeét, which monarchs fo far fuperior to him
in power courted with fuch eagernefs ; and after
deliberating upon the matter a fhort time, he
rejected it with a magnanimity and difinterefted-
nefs, no lefs fingular than admirable. Nothing,
he obferved, could be more impolitick, than an
obftinate adherence to a maxim which, though

found and juft in many cafes, was not applicable
Vou. II. G to
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to all. - In times of tranquillity, faid he, we
with for an Emperor who has not power to
invade our liberties; times of danger demand
one who is able to fecure our fafety. ~The
Turkifh armies, led by a gallant and victorious
monarch, are now aflfembling. They are ready
to pour in upon Germany with a violence un-
known in former ages. New:conjunctures call
for new expedients. The Imperial fceptre muft
be committed to-fome hand more powerful than
mine, or that of any other German prince. We
poflefs neithér dominions, nor revenues, nor
authority which enable us to' encounter fuch a
formidable enemy. Recourfe muft be had in
this exigency to one of the rival monarchs. Each
of them can bring into the field forces fufficient
for our defence, But as the king of Spain is

of German cxtra&lon ; as he is a member and

prmce of the empire by the territories which
defcend to him, from his grandfather ; as his
dominions ftretch along that frontier which, lies
moft expofed to the enemy; his claim is pre-
ferablc, in my opinion, to that of a ftranger to
our language, to our blood, and toour country 3,

and  therefore 1 give my vote to confer on hxm,
the Imperial crown.

Tuis opinion, di@ated by fuch uncommon
generofity, and fupported by arguments fo plau-
fible,
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fible, made a deep impreffion on the Eletors. Boox L

The king of Spain’s ambafladors, fenfible of 7,

the important fervice which Frederick had done 20 refufes
any prefeat

their mafter, fent him a confiderable fum of e
arles

money, -as the firft token of that prince’s grati- ambafia-
5 doss.
tude. But he who had greatnefs of mind to
refufe a crown, difdained to receive a bribe;
and upon their entreating that, at lealt, he would
permit them to. diftribute part of that fum
among his courtiers, he replied, That he could
not prevent them from accepting what thould
be offered, but whoever tosk a fingle florin
fhould be difmiffled next morning from his
fervice =,

z P. Daniel, an hiftorian of confiderable name, feems to
call in queflion the truth of this account of Frederick’s be-
haviour in refufing the imperial crown, becaufe it is not men-
tioned by Georgins Sabinus in his Hiltory of the ele@ion
and coronation of Charles Vi tom. iii. p. 63. Bat no great
ftrefs ought to be laid on an omiflion in a fuperficial author,
whole treatife, i]wngh dignified with the name of hiftory,
contains only fuch an account of the ceremonial of Charles’s
elettion, as is ufually publithed in Germany on like occa.
fions. Scard. Rer. Germ. Script. ve 2. p..1. The teflimony
of Erafmus, lib. 13. epift: 4. and that of Sleidan, p: 18. are
exprefs. Seckendorf in his Commentarius Hiftoricus & A-
pologeticus de Lutheranifmo, p. 121. hasexamined this fagt
with' his ufual induftry; and has eftablithed its vuth by the
moft ondoubted evidence. To thefe teftimonies which he
has colle@ied, I may add the decifive rne of cardinal Caje-
tan, the pope’s legate at Frankforr, in his letter July sth,
151g. Epiftres an Princes, &c. recuellies par Rufcelli tra-
duifts par Belforeft, Par, 1572, p. Go.

G2 No



84

Boox L

T
1519,
Further de-

Hberations
of the elec-
tors.

THE REIGN OF THE

No prince in Germany could now afpire to a
dignity, which Frederick had declined for rea-
fons applicable to them all. It remained to
make a choice bztween the two great compe-
titors. But befides the prejudice in Charles’s
favour arifing from his birth, as well as the
ficvation of his German dominions, he owed
not a little to the abilities of the cardinal de
Gurk, and the zeal of Erard de la Mark, bifhop
of Liege, two of his ambaffadors, who had con-
ducted their negociations with more prudence
and addrefs than thofe entrufted by the French
king. The former, who had long been the
minifter and favourite of Maximilian, was well
acquainted with the art of managing the Ger-
mans; and the latter having been difappointed
of a cardinal’s hat by Francis, employed all the
malicious ingenuity with which the defire of
revenge infpires an ambitious mind, in thwarting
the meafures of that monarch. The Spanifth
party among the Elettors daily gained ground ;
and even the Pope’s nuncio, being convinced that
it was vain to make any fartheroppofition, endea-
voured to acquire fome merit with the future
Emperor, by offering voluntarily, in the name
of his mafter, a difpen(ation to hold the Imperial
crown in conjunétion with that of Naples *.

® Freheri Rer. German. Scriptores, vol. iii. 172. cur,
Suuvii Argent. 1717, Giznone Hift, of Naples, 2. 468.

On
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On the twenty-eighth of June, five months
and ten days after the death of Maximilian, this
important conteft, which had held all Europe
in fufpence, was decided. Six of the Ele&ors
had already declared for the king of Spain ; and
the archbifthop of Treves, the only firm adhe-
rent to the French intereft, having at laft joined
his brethren, Charles was by the unanimous
voice of the Electoral college raifed to the Im-
pcrial throne v,

Bur though the eletors confented, from
yarious motives, to promote Charles to that
high ftation, they difcovered at the fame time
great jealoufy of his extraordinary power, and
endeavoured, with the utmoft folic itude, to pro-
vide againft his encroaching on the privileges
of the Germanck body. It had long been the
cuftom to demand of every new Emperor a
confirmation of thefe privileges, and to require
a promife that he would never violate them in
any inftance. While princes, who were farmi-
dable neither from extent of territory, nor of
genius, poffefled the Imperial throne, a general
and verbal engagement to this purpole was
deemed fufficient {ecurity. But under an Em-
peror fo powerful as Charles, other precautions

® Jac, Aug. Thean, Hift. fui Temporis. Ed'-, Bulkley,
libs 1. c. 9.
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feemed neceflary. A Capitulation or claim of
right was formed, in which the privileges and
immunities of the Electors, of the princes of the
empire, of the cities, and of every other member
of the Germanick body are enumerated. This
capitulation was immediately figned by Charles’s
ambafladors in the name of their mafter, and
he himfelf at his coronation confirmed it in the
moft folemn. manner. Since that period, the
Elettors have continued to prefcribe the fame
conditions to all his fucceflors ; and the Capi-
tulation or mutual contraét between the Em-
peror and his fubjects, is confidered in Germany,

" as a ftrong barrier againft the progrefs of the

The elec-
tion notified
to Chailes.

Imperial power, and as the great charter of their
liberties to which they often appeal ©.

Tue important intelligence of his ele@ion
was conveyed in nine days from Frankfort to
Barcelona, where Charles was ftill derained by
the obftinacy of the Catalonian Cortes, which
had not hitherto brought to an iffue any of the
affairs which came before it, He received the
account with the joy natural to a young and
afpiring mind, on an acceffion of power and
dignity which raifed him fo far above the other

© Pfeffel Abregé de P’Hifl. de Droit Publique d’Alle-

magne, 590, Limnei Capitolat. Imper, Epifires des Princes
par Rufcelli, p. 6o.

i | princes
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profpe@s which allured him during his whole
adminiftration began to open, and from this
xra we may date the formation, and are able
to trace the gradual progrefs of a grand fyftem
of enterprizing ambition, which renders the
hiftory of his reign fo worthy of attention.

A TRIVIAL circumftance ficft difcovered the
effects of this great elevation upon the mind
of Charles. In all the publick writs which he
iffued as king of Spain, he affumed the title of
Majefty, and required it from his fubjects as a
mark of their refpect. Before that time, all the
monarchs of Europe were fatisfied with the ap-
pellation of Highnefs, or Grace; but the vanity
of other courts foon led them to imitate the ex-
ample of the Spanifh. The epithet of Majefty
1s no longer a mark of pre-eminence. The moft
inconfiderable monarchs in Europe enjoy it, and
the arrogance of the greater potentates has in-
vented no higher denomination 4,

Tue Spaniards were far from viewing the
promotion of their king to the Imperial throne
with the fame fatisfa@ion which he himfelf felt.
To be deprived of the prefence of their fove-

4 Mirpianz Contin. Mar. p. 13. Ferreras, viii. 475.
Memoires Hilt. dela Houflaie, tom, i, p. 53, &c.
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reign, and to be fubjected to the government
of a viceroy and his council, a fpecies of admi-
niftration often oppreflive, and always difagree-
able, were the immediate and neceffary confe-
quences of this new dignity. To fee the blood
of their countrymen fhed in quarrels wherein
the nation had no concern; to behold its trea-
fures wafted in fupporting the fplendour of a
foreign title ; to be plunged in the chaos of
Italian and German politics, were effeéts of this
event almolt as unavoidable, From all thele
confiderations, they concluded, that nothing
could have happened more pernicious to the
Spanifh nation; and the fortitude and publick
fpirit of their anceftors, who, in the Cortes of
Caflile, prohibited Alphonzo the Wile from
leaving the kingdom, in order to receive the
Imperial crown, were often mentioned with the
bigheft praife, and pronounced to be extremel

worthy of imitation at this juncture ¢, :

Bur Charles, without regardiny the fent-
ments or murmurs of his Spanith fubjes,
accepted of the Imperial dignity which the
count Palatine, at the head of a folemn embafiy,
affered him ip the name of the Eleétors; and
declared his ingention of fetting out foon for
Germany, in order to take pofleflion of it

P Bamdae-t 1 o Sz int
oandoval, 1, vy 32, Miniira, Con RPalds
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This was the more neceflary, becaufe, according
to the forms of the German conftitution, he
could not, before the ceremony of a publick
coronation, exercife any aét of jurifdittion or
authority *,

Tueir certain knowledge of this refolution
augmented fo much the difguft of the Spaniards,
that a fullen and refractory fpirit prevailed
among perfons of all ranks. The Pope having
granted the king the tenths of all ecclefiaftical
benefices in Caftile to affift him in carrying on
war with greater vigour againft the Turks, a
convocation of the clergy unanimoufly refufed
to levy that fum, upon pretence that it ought
never to be exafted but at thofe times when
Chriftendom was actually invaded by the Infi-
dels; and though Leo, in order to fupport his
authority, laid the kingdom under an ingerdiét,
fo little regard was paid to a cenfure which was
univerfally deemed unjuft, that Charles himfelf
applied to have it taken off. Thus the Spanifh
clergy, befides their merit in oppofing the ufur-
pations of the Pope, and difregarding the influ-
ence of the crown, gained the exemprion which
they had claimed &

f Sabinus, P. Ba-re, viii. 1085, & P. Martyr, Ep,
40z. Ferreras, viii. 473.
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Tur commotions which arofe in the kingdom
of Valencia, annexed to the crown of Aragon,
were more formidable, and produced more dan-
gerous and lafting effeéts. A feditious monk
having by his fermons excited the citizens of
Valencia, the capital city, to take arms, and to
punifh certain criminals in a tumultuary man-
ner, the people, pleafed with this exercife of
power, and with fuch a difcovery of their own
importance, not only refufled to lay down their

“arms, but formed themfelves into troops and

companies that they might be regularly trained
to martial exercifes. To obtain fome fecurity
againft the oppreffion of the grandees was the
motive of this aflociation, and proved a powerful
bond of union; for as the ariftocratical privi-
leges and independence were more complete in
Valencia than in any other of the Spanifh king-
doms,*the nobles, being fcarcely accountable for

- their conduét to any fuperior, treated the people

not only as vafials but as flaves. They were
akarmed, however, at the progrefs of this unex-
pected infurrection, as it might encourage the
people to attempt fhaking off the yoke alto-
gether ; but as- they could not reprefs them
without taking arms, it became neceffary to
have recourfe to the Emperor, and to defire his
permiffion to attack them. At the fame time

\ the
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the people made choice of deputies to reprefent Boox I.
their grievances, and to implore the protettion e iyl
of their fovereign. Happily for the latter, they
arrived at court when Charles was exafperated
to an high degree againlt the nobility. ~ As he
was eager to vifit Germany, where his prefence
became every day more neceffary, and as his
Flemifh courtiers were ftill more impatient to
return into their native country, that they might
carry thither the fpoils which they had amafled
in Cattile, it was impoffible for him to hold the
Cortes of Valencia in perfon. He had for that
reafon empowered the cardinal Adrian to repre-
fent him in that Affembly, and in his name to
receive their oath of allegiance, to confirm their
privileges with the ufual folemnities, and to
demand of them a free gift. But the Valencian
nobles, who confidered this meafure as an indig-
nity to their country, which was no lefs enti-
tled, than his other kingdoms, to the honour
of their fovereign’s prefence, declared that by
the fundamental laws of the conftitution they
could neither acknowledge as king a perfon who
was abfent, nor grant him any fubfidy, and
to this declaration they adhered with am haughty
and inflexible obftinacy. Charles, piqued by
their behaviour, decided in favour of the people,
and rafhly authorized them to continue in arms.
Their deputies returned in triumph, and were

received

15 0.
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of their country. The infolence of the mul-
titude increafing with their fuccefs, they ex-
pelled all the nobles out of the city, committed
the government to magiftrates of their own
eleétion, and entered into an affociation. diftin-
guithed by the name of Germanadalor Brother-
bood, which proved the fource not only of the
wildeft diforders, but of the moft fatal calami-
ties in that kingdom®.

MzanwniLe, the kingdom of Caftile was
agitated with no lefs violence. No fooner was
the Emperor’s intention to leave Spain made
known, than feveral cities of the firlt rank re-
folved to remonftrate againft it, and to crave
redrefs once more of thole grievances which they
had formerly laid before him. Charles artfully
avoided admitting their deputies to audience s
and as he faw from this circumftance, how diffi-
cult it would be at this junéture to reftrain the
mutinous fpirit of the greater cities, he fum-
moncd the Corges of Caftile to meet at Com-
poftella, a town in Galicia. His only reafon for
calling that affembly, was the hope of obtaining
another donative ; for as his treafury had been
exhaufted in the fame proportion that the riches
of his minifters increafed, he could not, without

* P, Mutyr. Bz 651, Ferreras, viil. 477, 4%5.
8 fome



EMPEROR CHARLES V.

fome additional aid, appear in Germany with
fplendour fuited to the Imperial dignity. To
appoint a meeting of the Cortes in fo remote a
province, and to demand a new fubfidy before
the time for paying the former was expired,
were innovations of a moft dangerous tendency;
and among people not only jealous of their liber-
ties, but accuftomed to fupply the wants of
their fovereigns with a very frugal hand, excited
an univerfal alarm. The magiftrates of Toledo
remonftrated againft both thefe meafures in a
very high tone; the inhabitants of Valladolid,
who expetted that the Cortes fhould have been
held in that city, were fo enraged that they took
arms in a tumultuary manner ; and if Charles
with his foreign counfellors had not fortunately
made their efcape during a violent tempeft, they
would have maffacred all the Flemings, and
have prevented him from continuing his journey
towards Compaoftella.

Every city through which they paffed, peti-
tioned againft holding a Cortes in Galicia, a
point with regard to which Charles was inflex-
ible. But though the utmoft influence had been
exerted by the minifters, in order to procure a
choice of reprefentatives favourable to their de-
figns, fuch was the temper of the naton, that,
at the opening of the affembly, there appeared

among
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among many of the members unufual fymptoms
of ill-humour, which threatened a fierce oppo-
fition to all the meafures of the court. No
reprefentatives were fent by Toledo, for the lot,
according to which, by ancient cuftom, the
cleftion was determined in that city, having
fallen upon two perfons, devoted to the Flemifh
minifters, their fellow-citizens refufed to grant
them a commiffion in the ufual form, and in

‘their ftead made choice of two deputies, whom

they empowered to repair to Compoftella, and
to proteft againft the lawfulnefs of the Cortes
affembled there. The reprefentatives of Sala-
manca refufed to take the ufual oath of fidelity,
unlefs Charles confented to change the place
of mecting. Thofe of Toro, Madrid, Cor-
dova, and feveral other places, declared the de-
mand of another donative to be unprecedented,
unconftitutional, and unneceffary. All the arts,
however, which influence popular affemblies,
bribes, promifes, threats, and even force, were
employed in order to gain members. The no-
bles, foothed by the refpectful affiduity with
which Chievres and the other Flemings payed
court to them, or inftigated by a mean jealoufy
of that fpirit of independence which they faw
rifing among the commons, openly favoured
the pretenfions of the court, or at the utmoft
did not oppofe them ; and at laft, in _conternpi:

not
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not_only of the fentiments of the nation, but
of the ancient forms of the conftitutien, a ma-
jority voted to grant the donative for which the
Emperor had applied’. Together with this
grant, the Cortes laid before Chatles a reprefen-
tation of thofe grievances whereof his people
craved redrefs; but he, having obtained from
them all that. he could expe&, paid no attention
to this ill timed petition, 'which it was no longer
dangerous to difregard*.

As nothing now Ferarded his embarkation, he
difclofed his intention with regard to the regency
of Caftile during his abfence, which he had
hitherto kept fecret, and nominated cardinal
Adrian to that office. The viceroyalty of Ara-
gon he conferred on Don John de Lanuza;
that of Valencia on Don Diego de Mendoza
Condé de Melito. The choice of the two latter
was univerfally acceptable; but the advance-
ment of Adrian, though the only Fleming who
had preferved any reputation among the Spa-
niards, animated the Caftilians with new hatred
again(t foreigners; and even the nobles, who
had fo tamely fuffered other inroads wpon the
conftitution, felt the indignity offered to their
own order by his promotion, and remonftrated

1P, Martyr. Ep. 663, Sandoval, p, 32, &c.

k Sandoval, 84.
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againft it as illegal. But Charles’s defire of
vifiting Germany, as well as the impatience of
his minifters to leave Spain, were now fo much
increafed, that without regarding the murmurs
of the Caftilians, or even taking time to provide
any remedy againft an infurreCion in Toledo,
which at that time threatened, and afterwards
produced moft formidable effeéts, he failed from
Corogna on the twenty-fecond of May; and by
fetting out fo abruptly in queft of a new crown,
he endangered a more important one of which
he was already in pofieflion’.

! P. Martyr. Ep. 670. Sandov. 86.
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ANY concurring circumftances not only poox 1.
called Charles’s thoughts towards the af- A
fairs of Germany, but rendered his prefence in Chadets
that country neceflary. The EleQors grew im- Cermany
patient of fo long an interregnum ; his heredi- ™™™
tary dominions were difturbed by inteftine com-
motions; and the new opinions concerning re-
ligion made fuch rapid progrefs as required the
moft ferious confideration. But above all, the
motions of the French king drew his attention,
and convinced him that it was neceflary to take
meafures for his own defence, with no lefs fpeed
than vigour.

Vou. 11, H WaEN
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Waen Charles and Francis entered the lifts
as candidates for the Imperial dignity, theycon-
du@ed their rivalthip with many profeffions of
regard for each other, and with repeated decla-
rations that they would not fuffer any tincture
of enmity to mingle itfelf with this honourable
emulation. « We both court the fame miftrefs,”
faid Francis, with his ufual vivacity, ¢ each
ought to urge his fuit with all the addrefs of
which he is mafter; the moft fortunate will pre-
vail, and the other muft reft contented®” But
though two young and high-fpirited Princes,
and each of them animated with the hope
of fuccefs, might be capable of forming fuch
a generous refolution, it was foon found that
they promiled upon a moderation too refined
and difinterefted for human nature. The pre-
ference given to Charles in the fight of all Eu-
rope, mortified Francis to the higheft degree,
and infpired him with all the paflions natural to
difappointed ambition. To this was owing the
perfonal jealoufy and rivalthip which fubfifted
between the two monarchs during their whole
reign 3 and the rancour of thefe, augmented by
a real oppofition of intereft, which gave rife to
many unavoidable caules of difcord, involved
them in almoft perpetual hoftilities. Charles
had ‘paid no regard to the principal article in

* Guic. libs 13. p. 159,
the
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the treaty of Noyon, by refufing oftner than Boox IL
once to do juftice to John d’Albret, the exclud- 1520.
ed monarch of Navarre, whom Francis was

bound in honour, and prompted by intereft, to

reftore to his throne. The French king had pre-
tenfions to the crown of Naples, of which Fer-
dinand had deprived his predecefior by a moft
unjuftifiable breach of faith. The Emperor

might reclaim the dutchy of Milan as a fief of

the empire, which Francis had feized, and ftill

kept in pofieflion, without having received in-
veftiture. Charles confidered the dutchy of Bur-

gundy as the patrimonial domain of his anceftors,
wrefted from them by the unjuft policy of Louis

XI. and obferved with the greateft jealoufy the

{triét conneétions which Francis had formed with

the duke of Gueldres, the hereditary enemy of

his family. -

Waen the fources of difcord were fo many  Their et
and various, peace could be of no long con- e
tinuance, even between princes the moft ex- TR
empt from ambition or emulation. ' But as the 't"i;"_"m"‘ﬂ
fhock between two fuch mighty antagonifts
could not fail of being extremely violent, they
both difcovered no fmall folicitude about its
confequences, and took time not only to col-
le€t and to ponder their own ftrength, and to
compare it with thatof their adverfary, but to

H 2 fecure
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fecure the friendfhip or affiitance of the other
European powers. ;

Tuz Pope had equal reaflon to dread the two
rivals, and faw that he who prevailed, would
become abfolute mafter in Italy. If it had been
in his power to engage them in holtilities, with-
out rendering Lombardy the theatre-of war, no-
thing would have been more agreeable to him
than to fee them walte each othert’s ftrength in
endlefs quarrels. But this was impoffible. Leo
forefaw, that, on the firft rupture between the
two monarchs, the armies of France and Spain
would take the field in the Milanefe ; and while
the fcene of their operations was fo near, and
the fubject for which they contended fo intereft-
ing to him, he could not long remain neuter.
He was obliged, therefore, to adapt his plan of
conduét to his political fituation. " He courted
and foothed the Emperer and king of France
with equal induftry and «ddrefs. Though
warmly folicited by each of taem to efpoufe his
caufe, he aflumed all the appearances of entire
impartiality, and attempted to conceal his real
fentiments under that profound diffimulation
which feems to have been affeéted by moft of
the Italian politicians in that age.

Tre views and intereft of the Venetians were
not different from thofe of the Pope ; nor were
they
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they lefs folicitous to prevent Italy from becom-
ing the feat of war, and their own republick
from being involved in the quarrel. But through
all Leo’s artifices, and notwithftanding his high
pretenfions to a perfeét neutrality, it was vifible
that he leaned towards the Emperor, from whom
he had both more to fear and more to hope than
from Francis ; and it was equally manifeft, that
if it became neceffary to take a fide, the Vene-
tians would, from motives of the fame nature,
declare for the king of France. No confider-
. able affitance, however, was to be expeéted
from the Italian ftates, who were jealous to an
extreme degree of the Tranfalpine powers, and
careful to preferve the balance between them,
unlefs when they were feduced to violate this
favourite maxim of their policy, by the cerrain
profpett of fome great advantage to themfelves.

But the chicf‘p-..cte‘nrion both of Charles and
of Francis, wasgmployed in order to gain the
king of England, from whom each of them ex-
pected afliftance more effetual, and afforded
with lefs political caution. Henry VIII. had
afcended the throne of that kingdom in the year
one thoufand five hundred and nine, with {uch
circumf{tances of advantage, as promifed a reign
of diftinguithed felicity and fplendour. The
union in his perfon of the two contendingtitles of

H 3 York
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York and Lancaflter ; the alacrity and emulation
with which both fa&ions obeyed his commands,
not only enabled him to exert a degree of vigour
and authority in his domeftic government which
none of his predeceflors could have fafely affum-
ed; but permitted him to take a fhare in the
affairs of the continent, from which the atten-
tion ot the Englifh had long been diverted by
their unhappy divifions, The immenfe treafures
which his father had amafled, rendered him the .
moft wealthy prince in Europe. The peace
which had fubfifted under the cautious admini-
ftration of that monarch, was of fufficient length
to recruit the nation after the defolation of the
civil wars, but not fo long as to enervate its {pi-
rit; and the Englifh, athamed of having render-
ed their own country fo long a fcene of difcord
and bloodfhed, were eager to difplay their va-
lour in fome foreign war, and to revive the me-
mory of the viétories gained by their anceftors.
Henry’s own temper perfeétly {uited the ftate of
his kingdom, and the difpofition of his fubjeés.
Ambitious, ative, enterprizing and accomplith-
ed in all the martial exercifes which in that age
formed a chief part in the education of perfons
of noble birth, and infpired them with an early
love of war, he longed to engage in action,
and to fignalize the begianing of his reign by
fome rcmarkablc exploit.  An opportunity foon

5 prefented
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prefennted itfelf; and the vi€tory at Guinegate, Boox II. .
together with the fuccelsful fieges of Teroiienne ~, o,
and Tournay, though of little utility to England, :
refleCted great luftre on its monarch, and con-
firmed the idea which foreign princesentertained
of his power and importance. So many con-
curring caufes, added to the happy fituation of
his own dominions, which fecured them from fo-
reicn invalion; and to the fortunate circum-
ftance of his being in poffeffion of Calais, which
ferved not only as a key to France, but opened
an eafy paflage into the Netherlands, rendered
the King of England the natural guardian of the
liberties of Europe, and the arbiter between the
Emperor and French monarch. Henry him-
felf was fenfible of this fingular advantage, and
convinced, that, in order to preferve the balance
even, it was his office to prevent either of the
rivals from acquiring fuch fuperiority of power
as might be faral to the other, or formidable to
the reft of Chriftendom. But he was deftitute
of the penetration, and ftill more of the temper,
which fuch a delicate function required. Influ-
enced by caprice, by vanity, by refentment, by
affe€tion, he wasincapable of forming any regu-
lar and extenfive fyftemof policy, or of adhering
to it with fteadinefs. His meafures feldom re-
fulted from attention to the general welfare, or
from a deliberate regard to his own intereft, but

= g were
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Boox II. were diftated by paffions which rendered him

g
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blind to both, and prevented his gaining that
afcendant in the affairs of Furope, or from:
reaping fuch advantages to himfelt, as a prince
of greater art, though with inferior talents,
might have calfily fecured.

Arv the impolitick fteps in Henry’s admini- -
ftration muft not, however, be imputed to de-
fets in his own charaler ; many of them were
owing to the violent paflions and infatiable am-
bition of his prime minifter and favourite cardi-
nal Wolfey. This man, from one of the loweft
ranks in life, had rifen to an height of power
and dignity, to which no Englith fubjet ever
arrived ; and governed the haughty, prefump-
tuous, and untrattable fpirit of Henry with
abfolute authority. Great talents, and of very
different kinds, fitted him for the two oppofite
ftations of minilter, and of favourite. His pro-
found judgment, his unwearied induftry, his
thorough acquaintance with the ftate of the
kingdom, his extenlive knowledge of the views
and interefts of foreign courts, qualified him for
that uncontrouled direétion of affairs with which
he was intrufted. The elegance of his manners,
the gaicty of his converfation, his infnuating
addrefs, his love of magnificence, and his pro-
ficiency in thofe parts of literature of which

Henry
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Henry was fond, gained him the affe&tion and Boox IL
confidence of the young monarch. Wolfey was 3
far from employing this vaft and almoft royal
power, to promote either the true intereft of the
pation, or the real grandeur of his mafter. Ra-
pacious at the fame time, and profufe, he was
infatiable in defiring wealth. Of boundlefs am-
bition, he afpired after new honours with an
eagernefs unabated by his former fuccefs ; and
being rendered prefumptuous by his uncommon
elevation, as well as by the afcendant which he
had gained over a prince, who fcarcely brooked
advice from anyother perfon, he difcovered in his
whole demeanour the moft overbearing haugh-
tinefs and pride. To thefe paffions he himfelf
facrificed every confideration ; and whoever en-
deavoured to obtain his favour, or that of his
mafter, found it neceflary to footh and to gra-
tify them,

!520-

As all the ftates of Europe fought Henry’s Thecoun
friendfhip at that time, all courted his minifter ‘{:;:,r‘e‘; by
with incredible attention and obfequioufnefs, and Francic.
ftrove by prefents, by promifes, or by factery,
to work upon his avarice, his ambition, or his
pride b, Francis had, in the year one thoufand

five hundred and eighteen, employed Bonnivet,

® Piddes’s Life of Wolfey, 166. Rymer’s Feedera, xiii.
718, i
admiral
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Boox II. admiral of France, one of his moft accomplithed

"';;‘z’;_"" and artful courtiers, to gain the haughty prelate.
He himfelf beftowed on him every mark of re-
fpe& and confidence. He confulted him with
regard to his moft important affairs, and re-
eeived his refponfes with implicit deference, By
thefe arts, together with the grant of a large
penfion, Francis fecured the Cardinal, who pet-
fuaded his mafter to furrender Tournay to
France, to conclude a treaty of marriage be-
tween his daughter the princefs Mary and the
Dauphin, and to confent to a perfonal interview
with the French king®, From that time, the
moft familiar intercourfe fubfifted between the
two courts ; Francis, fenfible of the great value
of Wolfey’s friend(hip, laboured to fecure the
continuance of it by every poffible expreffion of
regard, beftowing on him in all his letters the
honourable appellations of Father, Tutor, and
Governor.

And by Cuarvres obferved the progrefs of this union

Charles, g g,
with the utmoft jealoufy and concern. His near
affinity to the king of England, gave him fome
title to his friendfhip ; and foon after his accef~
fion to the throne of Caftile, he had attempted to
ingratiate himfelf with Wolfey, by fettling on
him a penfion of three thoufand livres. His

¢ Heibert’s Hift, of Henry VIII. j0. Rymer, xiii, 624.
chief



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 107

chief folicitude at prefent was to prevent the in= Boox IL
tended interview wich Francis, theeffects of which
upon two young princes, whofe hearts were no
lefs fufceptible of friendfhip than their manners
were capable of in{piring it, he extremely dread-
ed. But after many delays, occafioned by diffi-
culties about the ceremonial, and by the anxi-
oous precautions of both courts for the fafety of
their refpective fovereigns, the time and place
of meeting were at laft fixed. Meflengers had
been fent to different courts, inviting all comers,
who were gentlemen, to enter the lifts at tilt and
tournament, againft the two monarchs and their
knights. Both Francis and Henry loved the
{plendour of thefe fpectacles too well, and were
too much delighted with the graceful figure
which they made on fuch occafions, to forego
‘the pleafure or glory which they expected from
fuch a fingular and brilliant affembly. Nor was
the Cardinal lefs fond of difplayirg his magni-
ficence in the prefence of two courts, and of dif-
covering to the two nations the extent of his
influence over both their monarchs. Charles,
finding it impoffible to prevent the interview,
endeavoured to difappoint its effects, and to
pre-occupy the favour of the Englith monarch,
and his minifter, by an a& of complaifance ftill
more flattering and more uncommon. Having
failed from Corunna, as has already been related,

he

1520,
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Boox I he fteered his courfe dire@ly towards England,
%,:;;:—‘ and relying wholly on Henry’s generofity for his
G gng. OWN fafety, landed at Dover. This unexpected
e . vifit furprifed the nation. Wolfey, hov&rever,
TE was well acquainted with the Emperor’s inten-
tion. A negociation, unknown to the hiftorians

of that age, -had been carried on between him

. and the court of Spain; this vifit had been con-
certed; and Charles granted the Cardinal, whom

he calls his mof dear friend, an additional pen-

fion of feven thoufand ducats®. Henry, who

was then at Canterbury, in his way to France,
immediately difpatched Wolfey to Dover, in

order to welcome the Emperor; and being

highly pleafed with an event fo foothing to his

vanity, haftened to receive, with fuitable refpect,

a gueft who had placed in him fuch unbounded
confidence. Charles, to whom time was pre-

Infinuates  cious, ftaid only four days in England: But

himi-If into 3
faveur both - during that fhort fpace, he had the addrefs not

‘;’E‘;Tg:.',i only to give Henry. favourable impreffions of
Wellys his charaéter and intentions, but to derach Wolfey
entirely from the intereft of the French king.

All the grandeur, wealth, and power which the
Cardinal poffeffed, did not fatisfy his ambitious

mind, while there was one ftep higher to which

an ecclefiaftick could afcend. The papal dignity

had for fome time been the objeét of his withes,

and Francis, as the moft effe€tual method of

¢ Rymer, xiii. 714.
3 fecuring
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fecuring his friendthip, had promifed to favour Boox IL
his pretenfions, on the firft vacancy, with all
hisintereft. But as the Emperor’s influence in
the college of cardinals was greatly fuperior to
the French king’s, Wolfey grafped eagerly at
an offer which that artful prince had made him
of exerting it vigoroufly in his behalf ; and al-
lured by this profpeét, which under the pontifi-
cate of Leo, flill in the prime of his life, was a
very diftant one, he entered with warmth into
all the Emperor’s fchemes. No treaty, how-
ever, was concluded at that time between
the two monarchs; but Henry, in return for
the honour which Charles had done him, pro-
mifed to vifit him in fome place of the Low
Countries, immediately after taking leave of
the French king.

1520.

His interview with that prince was in an June 7.
open plain between Guifnes and Ardres, where Sy
the two kings and their attendants difplayed Francie
their magnificence with fuch emulation, and
profufe expence, as procured it the name of the
Field of the Cloth of Gold. Feats of chivalry,
parties of gallantry, together with fuch exercifes
and paftimes as were in that age reckoned manly
or elegant, rather than ferious bufinefs, occupied
both courts during eighteen days that they con-

tinued



110

Boox 11,
————
15:0.

July 0.

Henry's
ideas of his
own im-
portances

THE REIGN OF THE

tinued together .  Whatever impreffion the en-
gaging manners of Francis, or the liberal and
unfufpicious confidence with which he treated
Henry, made on the mind of that monarch,
was foon effaced by Wolfey’s artifices, or by
an interview he had with the Emperor at
Gravelines; which was conducted by Charles .
with lefs pomp than that near Guifnes, but with
greater attention to his political intereft,

Thais affiduity with which the two greateft
monarchs in Europe paid court to Henry, ap-

e The French and Englilh hiftorians deferibe the pomp
of this interview, and the various fpe@acles, with great
minutenefs. One circumflance mentioned by the marechal
de Fleuranges, who was prefent, and which appears fingu-
lar in the prefent age, is commonly omitted. ¢ After the
tournament,” fays he, * the French and Englith wreftlers
made their appearance, and wreftled in prefence of the
Kings, and the ladies; and as there were many fout wreft-
lers there, it afforded excellent paftime; but as the King
of France had neglefted to bring any wrefilers out of Bre-
tagne, the Englih gained the prize. After this, the
Kings of France and England retired to a tent, where they

-drank together, and the king of England feizing the King

of France by the collar, faid, “ My brother, I muff cvrefile
with you,” and eedeavoured once or twice to trip up his
heels; but the king of France, who is a dextrous wreftler,
twilted him round, and threw him on the earth with pro-
digious violence. The King' of England wanted to renew
the combat, but was prevented.'”” Memoires de F leuranges,
12°% Paris, 1753. p. 329.

peared
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peared to him a plain acknowledgment that he
held the balance in his hands, and convinced
him of the jufinefs of the motto which he had
chofen, ¢ That whoever he favoured would
prevail.” In this opinion he was confirmed by
an offer which Charles made of fubmitting any
difference that might arife between him and
Francis to his fole arbitration. Nothing could
have the appearance of greater candour and
moderation, than the choice of a judge who was
reckoned the common friend of both. But as
the Emperor had now attached Wolfey entirely
to his intereft, no propofal could be more infi-
dious, nor, as appeared by the fequel, more
fatal to the French king .

Cuarres, notwithftanding his partial fond-
nefs for the Netherlands, the place of his nati-
vity, made no long ftay there; and after re-
ceiving the homage and congratulations of his
countrymen, haftened to Aix-la-Chapelle, the
place appointed by the golden bull for the coro-
nation of the Emperor. © There, in prefence of

11X

Boox II,
)
1520

Coronation
of the Em
peror,

Ottober 23,

an aflembly more numerous and fplendid than .

had appeared on any former occafion, the crown
of Charlemagne was placed on his head; with
all the pompous folemnity which the Germans
affe€t in their publick ceremonies, and which

f Herbert, 37.
they
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they deem eflential to the dignity of their
Empire &,

Avrmost at the fame time, Solyman the Mag-
nificent, one of the molt acccomplifhed, enter-
prizing, and viftorious of the Turkifh princes,
a conftant and formidable rival to the Emperor,
afcended the Ottoman throne. It wasthe pecu-
liar glory of that period to produce the moft
illuftrious monarchs, who have at any one time
appeared in Europe. Leo, Charles, Francis,
Henry and Solyman were each of them poffeffed
of talents which would have rendered any age
wherein they happened to flourifh, confpicuous,
But fuch a conftellation of great princes fhed
uncommon luftre on the fixteenth century. In
every conteft, great power as well as great abili-
ties were fet in oppofition ; the efforts of valour
and conduct on one fide, counterbalanced by
an equal exertion of the fame qualities on the
other, not only occafioned fuch a variety of
events ‘as renders the hiftory of that period in-
terefting, but ferved to check the exorbitant
progrefs of anyof thofe princes, and to prevent
their attaining fuch pre-eminence in power as
would have been fatal to the liberty and hap-
pinefs of mankind.

& Hartman. Mauri Relatio Coronat. Car, V, ap, Goldafi,
Polit. Imperial, Franc, 1614. fol. p. 264.

TrE
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Thae firft a& of the Emperor’s adminiftration Boox II.
was to appoint a Diet of the empire to be held L',';::
at Worms on the fixth of January, one thou- ?.i::;”::
fand five hundred and twenty-one. In his cir- Wosms
cular letters to the different princes, he informed
them, that he had called this affembly in order
to concert with them the moft proper meafures
for checking the progrefs of thofe new and
dangerous opinions, which threatened to difturb
the peace of Germany, and to overturn the

religion of their anceftors.

Crarces had in view the opinions which had Rig of the
been propagated by Luther and his difciples Reforme
fince the year one thoufand five hundred and
feventeen. As thefe led to that happy re-
formation in religion which refcued one part of
Europe from the papal yoke, mitigated its
rigour in the other, and produced a revolution
in the fentiments of mankind, the greateft as
well as the moft beneficial that has happened
fince the publication of Chriftianity, not only the
events which at firft gave birth to fuch opinions,
but the caufes which rendered their progrefs fo
rapid and fuccefsful, deferve to be tonfidered
with minute attention.

To overturn a {yftem of religious belief
founded on ancient and deep-rooted prejudices,
Vou. II. 1 fupported
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fupported by power, and defended with no lefs
art than induftry’; to eflablifh in its room doc~
trines of the moft contrary genius and tendency s
and to accomplifh all chis, not by extcrnal vio-
lence or the force of arms, are operations which
Hiftorians the Iealt prone to credulity and fuper-
{tition, muft aferibe to that Divine Providence
which, with infinite eafe, can bring abcut events
which to human fagacity appear impoffible. The
interpolition of Heaven in favour of the Chriftian
religion at its firlt publication, was manifefted
by miracles and prophecies wrought and uttered
in confirmation of it: And though none of the
reformers poffeffed, or pretended to poffefs,
thefe fupernatural gifes, yet that wonderful pre-
paration of circumftances which difpofed the
minds of men for receiving their doérines, that
fingular combination of caufes which fecured
theirfuccefs, and énableéd men, deftitute of power
and of policy, to triumph over thofe who em-
ployed both againft them, may be confidered
as no flight proof that the fame hand which
planted the Chriftian religion, protefted the re-
formed faith, and reared it, from beginnings
extremely feeble, fo an amazing degree of
ftrength and maturity,

It was from caufes, feemingly fortuitous,
and from a fource very inconfiderable, that all
3 the
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the mighty effeés of the Reformation flowed.
Leo X. when raifed to the papal throne, found
the revenuesof the church exhaufted by the vaft
projeéts of his two ambitious predecefiors, Alex-
ander VI. and Julius II. His own temper,
naturally liberal and enterprizing, rendered him
incapable of that fevere and patient eeconomy
which the fituation of his finances required. On
the contrary, his fchemes for aggrandizing the
family of Medici, his love of fplendour, his
tafte for pleafure, and his magnificence in re-
warding men of genius, involved him daily in
new expences ; in order to provide a fund for
which, he tried every device, that the fertile
invention of priefts had fallen upon, to drain the
credulous multitude. Among others, he had
recourfe to a fale of Indulgences. According to
the doétrine of the Romifh church, all the good
works of the Saints, over and above thofe which
were neceflfary towards their own juftification,
are depofited, together with the infinite merits
of Jefus Chrift, in one inexhauftible treafury.
The keys of this were committed to St. Peter
and to his fucceffors the Popes, who may open
it at pleafure, and by transferring a portion of
this fuperabundant merit to any particular per;
fon, for a fum of money, may convey to him
either the pardon of his own fins, or a releafe
for any one in whom he is interefted, from the

Ia2 pains
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pains of purgatory. Such indulgences were
firft invented in the eleventh century by Urban
I1. as a recompence for thofe who went in perfon
upon the meritorious enterprize of conquering
the Holy Land. They were afterwards granted
to thofe who hired a foldier for that purpofe ; and
in procefs of time were beftowed on fuch as gave
money for accomplifhing any pious work en-
joined by the pope®. Julius II. had beftowed
Indulgences on all who contributed towards
building the church of St Peter at Rome and
as Leo was carrying on that magnificent and ex-

penfive fabrick, his grant was founded on the
fame pretence '

Tue right of promulgating of thefe Indul-
gences in Germany, together with a fhare in the
profits ariling from the fale of them, was granted
to Albert, elettor of Metz and archbithop of
Magdeburg, who, as his chief agent for retail-
ing them in Saxony, employed Tetzel, a Domi-
nican friar, of licentious morals, but of an
attive fpirit, and remarkable for his noify and
popular eloquence. He, affifted by the monks
of his order, executed the commiflfion with
great zeal and fuccefs, but with little difcretion
or decency ; and though by magnifying excef-

f‘ Hiftory of the Council of T'rent, by F, Paul, P-4+
! Palavic. Hift. Conc. Trident, p. 4.

fively
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fively the benefit of their indulgences®, and
by difpofling of them at a very low price, they
carried on for fome rime an extenfive and lucra-
tive traffick among the credulous multitude, the
extravagance of their affertions, as well as the
irregularities in their condu&, came at laft to

give

k As the form of thefe Indulgences, ard the bencfits
which they were fuppofed to convey, are unknown in pro-
teftant countries, and little underftood, at prefent, in feve-
ral places where the Roman catholick relizion is eftablifhed,
1 have, for the information of my readers, tranflated the
form of abfolution ufed by Tetzel. ¢ May our Lord Jefus
Chriflt have mercy vpon thee, and abfolve thee by the merits
of his moft holy pafion. And I by his authority, that of
his blefied apoltles Peter and Paual, and of the moft holy
Pope, granted and committed to me in thefe parts, do ab-
folve thee, firlt from all ecclefiaftical cenfures in whatever
manner they have been incurred,. and then from all thy
fins, tranfgreflicns, and excefles, how enormous foever they
may be, even from fuch as are referved for the cognizance
of the holy fee, and as far as the keys of the holy church
extend, I remit to you zll punifhment which you deferve in
Purgatory on their account, and I reflore you to the holy
facraments of the church, to the unity of the faithful, and
to that innocence and purity which you pofieffed at baptifm,
fo that when you die the gates of punifhment fhall be fhut,
and the gates of the paradife of delight fhall be opened,
and if you fhall not die at prefent this grace fhall remain
in full force when you are at the point of death. In the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Gholt,” Seckend. Comment. lib. i. p. 14.

The terms in which Tetzel and his affociates defcribed
the benefits of Indulgences, and the neceflity of purchafing
them, are fo extravagant, that they appear to be almoft in-

I3 credible,

I 17
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give general offence.  The princes and nobles
were irritated at feeing their vaffals drained of
fo much weakh, in order to replenifh the trea-
fury of a profufe pontiff. Men of piety regretted
the delufion of the people, who being taught
to rely for the pardon of their fins on the In-
dulgences which they purchafed, did not think
it incumbent on them either to abound in faith,
or to practife holinefs. Even the moft unthink-

credible. If any man (faid they) purchafes letters of In«
dulgence, his foul may reft fecure with refpect to its falva~
tion. The fouls confined in purgatory, for whofe redemp-
tion Indulgences are purchaled, as foon as the money tinkles
in the chelt, inftintly efcape from that place of ‘torment,
and afcend into heaven. That the efficacy of Indulgences
was fo great, that the moft heinous fins, even if one fhould
violate (which was impoffible) the Mother of Ged, would
be remitted and expiated by them, and the perfon be freed
both from punifhment and pguilt, That this was the un-
fpeakable gift of Ged, in order to reconcile men to him=
felf, That the crofs ereéted by the preachers of indulgen<
ces, was as efficacious as the crofs of Chrift itfelf, Lo!
the heavens are open ; if you enter not now, when will yog
enter? For twelve-pedce you may redeem the foul of your
father out of purgatory ; and are you fo ungrateful, that
you will not refcue your parent from torment ? If you had
but one coat, you ought to ftrip yourfelf inftantly, and fell it,
in order to purchale fuch benefits, &c, Thefe, and manyl
fuch extravagant exprefiions, are feleCted out of Luther’s
works by Chemnitius in his Examen Concilii Tridentini
apud Herm, Vonder, Hardt. Hif. Liter, Reform, pars iv.
p. 6. The fame author has publitbed feveral of Tetzel's
Difcourfes, which prove that thefe expreflions were neither
fingular nor exaggerated. 1bid, p. 14, -

ing
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ing were fhocked at the fcandalous behaviour PBoox Il
of Tetzel and his affociates, who often fquan- 2,
dered in drunkennefs, gaming, and low debau-

chery, thele fums which were pioufly beftowed

in hopes of obraining eternal happinefs ; and

all began to wifh that fome check were given

to this commerce, no lefs detrimental to fociery

than deftructive to religion.

Sucu was the favourable jun&ure, and fo Firlappesr-

ance of Lu-

difpofed were the minds of his countrymen to el it
liften to his difcourfes, when Martin Luther firft fer. )
began to call in queftion the efficacy of Indul-
gences, and to declaim againft the vicious lives
and falfe do€trines of the perfons employed in
promulgating them. He was a native of Eifleben
‘in Saxony, and though bornof poor parents,
had received a' learncd education, during the
progrels of which he gave ‘many indications of
uncommon vigour and acutenefs of genius. As
his ‘mind was naturally fufceptible of ferious
impreffions, and tinftured with fomewhat of
that religious melancholy which delights in the
{olitude and devotion of a monaftick life, he
‘retired into a conventof Auguftinian friars, and
without fuffering the intreatiss of his parents to
divert him from what he thought his duty to
God, he aflumed the habit of that order, There
he acquired great reputation, not only for piety,

14 but
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Boox IL. byt for his love of krowledge, and unwearied
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application to ftudy  He had been taught the
fcholaftic philofophy and theology which were
then in vogue by very able maiters, and wanted
not penetration to comprehend all the niceties
and diftinétions with which they abound; but
his underftanding, naturally found, and fuperior
to every thing frivolous, foon became difgufted
with thefe fubrile and uninftructive fciences,
and fought for fome more folid foundation of
knowledge and of piety in the holy fcriptures.
Having found a copy of the Bible, which lay
negle€ted in the library of his monaftery, he
abandoned all other purfuits, and devoted him-
felf to the ftudy of it, with fuch eagernefs and
affiduity, as aftonifhed the monks, who were
little accuftomed to derive their theological
notions from that fource. The great progrefs
which he made in this uncommon courfe of
ftudy, augmented fo much the fame both of his
fanctity and of his lcarning, that Frederick,
Electorof Saxony, having founded an univerfity
at Wittemberg on the Elbe, the place of his
refidence, Luther was chofen firft to teach phi-
lofophy, and afterwards theology there, and
difcharged both offices in fuch a manner, that

he was deemed the chief ornament of that
fociety.

WaiLe



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 121

Waine Luther was at the height of his repu- Booz IL
tation and authority, Tetzel began to publith 7,
Indulgences in the neighbourhood of Wittem- ::: ‘}f,ﬁ“i‘r’
berg, and to afcribe to them the fame imaginary [idulgences.
virtues, which had, in other places, impofed on
the credulity of the people. As Saxony wes
not more enlightened than the other provinces
of Germany, Tetzel met with prodigious fuc-
cefs there. It was with the utmolt concern,
that Luther beheld the artifices of thofe who
fold, and the fimplicity of thofe who bought,
Indulgences. The opinions of Thomas Aquinas
and the other fchoolmen, on which the doétrine
of Indulgences was founded, had already loft
much of their authority with him ; and the
Scriptures, which he began to confider as the
great ftandard of theological truth, afforded no
countgnance to a praétice, equally fubverlive
of faith and of morals. His warm and impe-
tuous temper did not fuffer him long to con-
ceal fuch important difcoveries, or to continue
a filent fpectator of the delufion of his country-
men. From the pulpit in the great church of
Wittemberg he inveighed bitterly againft the
irregularities and vices of the monks who pub-
lifhed Indulgences ; he ventured to examine the
doctrines which they taught, and pointed out to
the people the danger of relying for falvation
vpon any other means than thofe appointed by

God
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Boox II. God in his word. The boldnels and novelty of

L;;:: thefe opinions drew great attention, and being
recommended by the authority of Luther’s per-
fonal charatter, and delivered with a popular
and perfuafive eloquence, they made a deep um-
preflion ‘on his hearers. Encouraged by the
favourable reception of his dotrines among the
people, he wrote to Albert, eleftor of Mentz
and archbifhop of Magdeburgh, to whofe jurif-
di¢tion that part of Saxony was fubje&, and
remonftrated warmly againft the falfe opinions
as well as wicked lives of the preachers of Indul-
gences; but he found that prelate too deeply
interefted in their fuccefs to correct their abufes.

* His next attempt was to ‘guin the {uffrage of
prenblibes mens of learning.  For "this purpofe he pub.
s lithed ninety-five thefes, containing his fenti-
| ments with regard to Indulgences. Thefe he
propofed, not as points fully eftablifhed, or of
undoubted certainty, but as fubjects of inquiry

and difputation 3 he appointed a day, on which

the learned were invited to impugn them either

in perfon, or by writing ; to the whole he fub-

joined folemn proteftations of his high refpec

for the apoftolick fee, and of his implicit fub-

miflion to its authority. No opponent appeared

at the time prefixed; the thefes {pread over
Germany with aftonithing rapidity ; they were

read with the greateft eagernefs; and -all ad-

mired
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mired the boldnefs of the man who had ventured
not only to call in queftion the plenitude of papal
power, but to attack the Dominicans, armed
with all the terrors of inquifitorial authority |,

THE Friars of St. Auguftine, Luther’s own
order, though addicted with no lefs obfequiouf-
nefs than the other monaftick fraternities to the
papal {ee, gave no check to the publication of
thefe uncommon opinions. Luther had by his
piety and learning acquired extraordinary au-
thority among his brethren; he profefled the
higheft regard for the authority of the Pope;
his profeflions were at that time fincere; and as
a fecret enmity, excited by intereft or emula-
tion, fubfifts among all the monaftick orders in
the Romifh church, the Auguftinians were
highly pleafed with his invectives againft the
Dominicans, and hoped to {ee them expofed to
the hatred and fcorn of the people. Nor was
his fovereign the Eleétor of Saxony, the wifeft
prince at that time in Germany, diffatisfied with
this obftruction which Luther threw in the way
of the publication of Indulgences. He fecretly
encouraged the attempt, and flattered himfelf

! Lutheri Opera Jenz, 1612, vol. i. prafar. 3. p. 2. 66,
Hift, of Counc, of Trent by F. Paul. p.4. Seckend. Com.
Apol. p. 16,

that
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that this difpute among the Ecclefiaftics them-
felves, might give fome check to the exactions
of the court of Rome, which the fecular princes
had long, though without fuccefs, been endea-
vouring to oppofe.

Many zealous champions immediately arofe
tor defend opinions on which the wealth and
power of the church were founded, againit
Luther’s attacks. In oppofition to thefe thefes,
Tetzel publithed counter-thefes at Francfort on
the Oder; Eccius, a celebrated Divine of Augl-
burg, endeavoured to refute his notions; and
Prierias, a Dominican friar, mafter of the facred
palace and Inquifitor-general, wrote againft him
with all the virulence of a fcholaftick difputant.
But the manner in which they conduéted the
controverfy, did little fervice to their caufe.
Luther attempted to combat Indulgences by
arguments founded in reafon, or derived from
feripture ; they produced nothing in fupport of
them but the fentiments of fchoolmen, the con-
clufions of the canon law, and the decrees of
Popes®, The decifion of judges fo partial and
interelted, did not fatisfy the people, who began
to call in queftion the avthority even of thefe
venerable guides, when they found them ftand-

® F. Paul, p. 6, Seckend, p. 40, Palavie. p: 8.

mg
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ing in direct oppolition to the di&ates of reafon, Boox If.
and the determinations of the divine law™* :

Mean-

1520,

® Seckend. p. 0.

*® Guicciardini has afferted two things with regard to
the firft promulgation of Indulgences: f. That Leo be-
flowed a gift of the profits arifing from the fale of Indul-
gences in Saxony, and the adjacent provinces of Germany,
upon his fifler Magdalen, the wife of Franceftetto Cibo,
Guic. lib, 13. 168. 2. That Arcemboldo, a Genoefe ec-
clefiaftick, who had been bred a merchant, and {till retained
all the arts of that pro‘effion, was appointed by her to col-
le@ the money whch fhould be raifed. F. Paul has fol-
lowed him in both thefe particulars, and adds, that the
Auguftinians in Saxony had been immemorially employed
in preaching Indulgences; but that Arcemboldo and his
deputies, hoping to gain more by committing this truft to
the Dominicans, had made their bargain with Tetzel, and
that Lather was prompted at firlt to oppcfe Teizel and his
aflociates, by a defire of taking revenge for this injury of-
fered to his order. F. Paul, p. 5. Almoft all the hifto-
rians fince their time, popifh as well as proteftant, have,
without examination, admitted thefe aflertions to be true
upon their authority. But notwithftanding the concurring
teflimony of two authors fo eminent both for exa@nefs and
veracity, we may obferve, ‘

1. That Felix Contolori, who fearched the pontifical
archives of purpofe, could not find this pretended grant in
any of thofe regifters where it muft neceffarily have been
recorded. Palav. p. 5.—2. That the profits arifing from
Indulgences in Saxony and the adjacent countries, had been
granted not to Magdalen, but to Albert archbithop of
Mentz, who had the right of nominatiog thefe who pub-
lihed them. Seck. p. 12, Luth. Oper. 1, przf. p. 1.
Palav. p. 6.—3. That Arcemboldo never had concern in the
publication of Indulgences in Saxony; his diftri&t was

Flanders
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MeanwaiLe, thefe novelties in Luther’s doc-
trines which interefted all Germany, excited
little attention and no alarm in the court of
Rome. Leo, fond of elegant and refined plea~
fures, intent upon great fchemes of policy, a

Flanders and the Upper and Lower Rhine, Seck, p. r4.
Palav. p. 6,—4. That Luther and his adherents never
mention this grant of Leo’s to his fifter, though a circums
ftance of which they could hardly have been ignorant, and
which they would have been careful not to fupprefs.—s.
The publication of Indulgences in Germany, was not ufu<
ally committed to the Auguflinians,  The promulgation
of them at three different periods under Julius IL. was
granted to the Francifcans; the Dominicans had been ems
ployed in the fame office a fhort time before the prefent
period. Palav. p. 46.—6. 'The promulgation of thofe Ins
dulgences, which firft excited Luther’s indignation, was
entrufted to the archbifhop of Mentz, in conjun&ion with
the guardian of the Francifcans ; but the latter having de-
clined accepting of that truft, the fole right became vefted
in the archbifhop, Palav. 6. Seck. 16, 17.—7. Luther
was not infligated by his [uperiors among the Auguftinians
to attack the Dominicans their rivals, or to depreciate In-
dulgences becaufe they were promulgated by them ; his
oppofition to their opinions and vices proceeded from more
laudable motives. Seck., p. 15. 32, Lautheri Opera 1.
p: 64. 6. 8. A diploma of Indulgences is publithed by Herm.
Vonder Hardt, from which it appears, that the name of
the guardian of the Francilcans is retained together with
that of the archbithop, although the former did not a&.
The limits of the country to which their commiffions ex-
tended, viz. the diocefes of Mentz, Magdeburg, Halber-
ftadt, and the territories of the marquis of Brandenburgh,
are mentioned in that diploma, Hift. Literaria Reformat.
Pars iv. p. 14.

ftranger
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ftranger to theological controverfies, and apt to
defpife them, regarded with the utmoft indif-
ference the operations of an obfcure Eriar, who,
in the heart of Germany, carried on a fcholaftick
difpuration in a barbarous ftyle. Little did he
apprehend, or Luther himfelf dream, that the
effects of this quarrel would be fo fatal to the
papal fee. Leo imputed the whole to monaftick
enmity and emulation, and feemed inclined not
to interpofe in the contelt, but to allow the
Auguftinians and Dominicans to wrangle about
the matter with their ufual animofity.

Tur folicitations, however, of Luther’s ad-
verfaries, exafperated to an high degree by the
boldnefs and feverity with which he animad-
verted on their writings, together with the fur-
prifing progrefs which his opinions made in
different parts of Germany, roufed at laft the
attention of the court of Rome, and obliged
Leo to take meafures for the fecurity of the
church againft an attack that now appeared too
ferious to be defpifed. For this end, he fum-
moned Luther to appear at Rome, within fixty
days, before the auditor of the chamber, and
the fame Prierias who had written againft him,
whom he empowered to examine his doétrines,
and to decide concerning them. He wrote, at
the fame time, to the Elector of Saxony, be-

feeching
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feeching him not to proteét a man whofe here-
tical and prophane tenets were fo fhocking to
pious ears; and enjoined the Provincial of the
Auguftinians to check by his authority the rafh-
nefs of an arrogant monk, which brought dif-
grace upon the order of St. Auguitine, and gave
offence and difturbance to the whole church.

From the ftrain of thefe letters, as well as
from the nomination of a judge fo prejudiced
and partial as Prierias, Luther eafily faw what
fentence he might expeét at Rome. He dif-
covered, for that reafon, the utmoft folicitude,
to have his caufe tried in Germany, and before
a lefs fufpeted tribunal. The profeflors in the
univerfity of Wittemberg, anxious for the fafety
of a man who did fo much honour to their
fociety, wrote to the Pope, and after employing
feveral pretexts to excufe Luther from appear-
ing at Rome, intreated Leo to commit the exa-
mination of his doétrines to fome perfons of
learning and authority in Germany. The Elec-
tor requefted the fame thing of the Pope’s legate
at the diet of Augfburg; and as Luther him-
felf, who, at that time, was fo far from having
any intention to difclaim the papal authority,
that he did not even entertain the fmalleft fuf-
picion concerning its divine original, had written
to Leo a moft fubmiffive letter, promifing an

unreferved
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unreferved compliance with his will, the Pope
‘gratified them-fo far as to empower his legate
in Germany, cardinal Cajetan, a Dominican,
eminent for {cholaftick learning, and paflionately
devoted to the Roman fee, to hear and determine
the caufe. '

LuTnuer, though he had good reafon to decline
a judge chofen among hisavowed adverfaries, did
not hefitate about appearing before Cajetan,
and having obtained the Emperor’s fafe-con-
du&, immediately repaired to Augfburg. The
Cardinal received him with decent refpe&, and
endeavoured at firft to gain upon him by gentle
treatment : But thinking it beneath the dignity
of his ftation to enter into any formal difpute
with a perfon of fuch inferior rank, he required
him, by virtue of the apoftolick powers with
which he was clothed, to retraét the errors which
he had uttered with regard to Indulgences, and
the nature of faith; and to abftain, for the
future, from the publication of new and dan-
gerous opinions. Luther, fully perfuaded of
the truth of his own tenets, and confirmed in
the belief of them by the approbation which
they had met with among perfons confpicuous
both for their learning and piety, was furprized
at this abrupt mention of a recantation, before
any endeavours were ufed to convince him that

You. 1L K he
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he was miftaken. He had flattered himfelf,
that in a conference concerning the points in
difpute, with a prelate of fuch diftinguithed
abilities, he would be able to remove many of
thofe imputations with which the ignorance or
malice of his antagonifts had loaded him; but
the high tone of authority that the Cardinal
affumed, extinguifhed at once all hopes of this
kind, and cut off every profpet of advantage
from the interview. His native intrepidity of
mind, however, did not defert him, He de-
clared, with the utmoft firmnefs, that he could

not, with a fafe conicience, renounce opinions

which he believed to be true; nor fhould any
confideration ever induce him to do what would
be fo bafe in itfelf, and fo offenfive to God.
At the fame time, he continued to exprefs no
lefs reverence than formerly for the authority
of the apoftolick fee°; he fignified his willing-
nefs to fubmit the whole controverfy to certaif
univerfities which he named, and promifed
neither to write nor to preach concerning Indul-
gences for the future, provided his adverfaries
were likewife enjoined to be filent with refpeé
to them® All thefe offers Cajetan difregarded
or rejected, and ftill infifted peremptorily on a
fimple recantation, threatening him with eccle-
fiaftical cenfures, and forbidding him to appear

¢ Luth. Oper. vol. i. p. 164. ? Ibid. p, 16g.
again
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again in his prefence, unlefs he refolved in-
ftantly te comply with what he had required.
This haughty and violent manner of proceed-
ing, as well as other circumftances, gave Lu-
ther’s friends fuch ftrong reafons to fufpeé, that
even the Imperial fafe-condué would not be
able to protect him from the legate’s power and
refentment, that they prevailed on him to with-
draw fecretly from Augfburg, and to return to
his own country. But before his departure,
according to aform of which there had been
fome examples, he prepared a folemn appeal,
from the Pope, ill-informed at that timeconcern-
ing his caufe, to the Pope, when he fhould re-
ceive more full information with refpect to it*.

CajeTan, enraged at Luther’s abrupt retreat,
and at the publication of his appeal, wrote to
the Elettor of Saxony, complaining of both ;
and requiring him, as he régarded the peace
of the church, or the authority of its head,
either to fend that feditious monk a prifoner to
Rome, or to banifth him out of his territories.
It was not from theological confiderations that
Frederick had hitherto countenanced Luther;
he feems to have been much a ftranger to con-
troverfies of that kind, and to have been lictle

q S'eid, Hift. of Reform. p, 7. Seckend, p. 45. Luth,
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interefted in them. His protection flowed al-
moft entirely, as hath been already obferved,
from political motives, and was afforded with
great fecrecy and caution. He had neither heard
any of Luther’s difcourfes, nor read any of his
books ; and though all Germany refounded with
his fame, he had never once admitted him into
his prefence’. But upon this demand which
the Cardinal made, it became neceffary to throw
off fomewhat of his former referve. He had
been at great expence, and had beftowed much
attention on founding a new univerfity, an object
of confiderable importance to every German
prince ; and forefeeing how fatal a blow the
removal of Luther would be to its reputation’,
he, under various pretexts, and with many pro-
feflions of efteem for the Cardinal, as well as
of reverence for the Pope, not only declined
complying with either of his requefts, but
openly difcovered great concern for Luther’s
fafery®,

Tae inflexible rigour with which Cajetan in-
fifted on a fimple recantation, gave great offence
to Luther’s followers in that age, and hath fince
been cenfured as imprudent, by feveral Popith
writers, But it was impoffible for the legate to

* Seckend. p- z7. Sleid. Hift. p. 12. * Seckend.
P- 504 * Sleid. Hift. p.1o.  Luth Oper. i. 172,

act
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a& another part. The judges before whom Boox IL
. e

Luther had been required to appear at Rome, 1520,

were fo eager to difplay their zeal againt his

errors, that, without waiting for the expiration

of the fixty days allowed him in the citation,

they had already condemned him as an here-

tick", Leo had, in feveral of his brieves and

letters, ftigmatized him as a child of iniquity,

and a man given up to a reprobate fenfe. No-

thing lefs, therefore, than a recantation could

fave the honour of the church, whofe maxim it

is, never to abandon the fmalleft point that it

has eftablifhed, and which is even precluded, by

its pretenfions to infallibility, from having it in

its power to do fo,

LuTHer’s fituation, meanwhile, was fuch as [ ...,
would have filled any other perfon with the moft perilevs
difquieting apprehcnﬁons He could not ex-
pect that a prince fo prudent and cautious as
Frederick, would, on his account, fet at defiance
the thunders of the church, and brave the papal
power, which had crufhed fome of the moft
powerful of the German Empc"ors Ht: knew
what veneration was paid, at that time, to eccle-
fiaftical decifions ; what terrors ecclefiaftical cen-
fures carried along with them, and how eafily
thefe might intimidate and fhake a prince, who

® Luth, Oper. i, 161.
K3 was
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Boox I was rather his proteftor from policy, than his
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difciple from conviétion. If he fhould be ob.
liged to quit Saxony, he had no profpec of any
other afylum, and muft ftand expofed to what-
ever punifhment the rage or bigotry of his
enemies could infli@. Though fenfible of his
danger, he difcovered no fymptoms of timidity
or remiflnefs, but continued to vindicate his
own condu@® and opinions, and to inveigh againft
thofe of his adverfaries with more vehemence
than ever *

Bur as every ftep taken by the court of
Rome, particularly the irregular fentence by
which he had been fo precipitately declared a
heretick, convinced Luther that Leo would foon
proceed to the moft violent meafures againft
him, he had recourfe to the only expedient in
his power, in order to prevent the effe& of the
papal cenfures. He appealed to a general coun-
cil, which he affirmed to be the reprefentative
of the catholick church, and fuperior in powei'
to the Pope, who being a fallible man, might
crr, as St. Peter, the moft perfe& of his predes
ceffors, had erred?’, : ' e X

It foon appeared, that Luther had not formed
ralh conjetures concerning the intentions of the

* Seckend. p. 59. 7 Sleid, Hift. 12. Lath, Oper. i. 179,
Romifh
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Romith church. A bull, of a date prior to his
appeal, was iffued by the Pope, in which he
magnifies the virtue and efficacy of Indulgences,
in terms as extravagant as any of his prede-
ceffors had ventured to ufe in the darkeft ages;
and without applying fuch palliatives, or men-
tioning fuch conceflions, as the junéture feemed
to call for, he required all Chriftians to affent
to what he delivered as the doétrine of the
Catholic church, and fubjected thofe who fhould
hold or teach any contrary opinion to the hea-
vieft ecclefiaftical cenfures.

Amonc Luther’s followers, this bull, which
they confidered as an unjuftifiable effort of the
Pope in order to preferve that rich branch of his
revenue which arofe from Indulgences, pro-
duced little effect. But, among the reft of his
countrymen, fuch a clear decifion of the fove-
reign pontiff’ againft him, and enforced by fuch
dreadful penalties, muft have'been attended with
confequences very fatal to his caufe; if thefe
had not been prevented in a great meafure by
the death of the Emperor Maximilian, whom
both his principles and his intereft prompted to
fupport the authority of the holy fee. In con-
fequence of this event, the vicariat of that part
of Germany which is governed by the Saxon
laws, devolved to the Ele&or of Saxony; and
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under the fhelter of his friendly adminiftration,
Luther not only enjoyed tranquillity, but his
opinions were {uffered, during the inter-regnum
which preceded Charles’s election, to take root
in different places, and to grow up to fome de-
gree of ftrength and firmnefs. At the fame
time, as the eleflion of an Emperor was a point
more interefting to Leo than a theological con-
troverfy, which he did not underftand, and of
which he could not forefee the confequences, he
was fo extremely folicitous not to irritate a prince
of fuch confiderable influence in the electoral
college as Frederick, that he difcovered a great
unwillingnefs to pronounce the fentence of ex-
communication againft Luther, which his adver-
faries continually, demanded with the moft cla-
morous importunity. "

To thefe political views of the Pope, as well
as to his natural averfion from fevere meafures,
was owing the fufpenfion of any further pro-
ceedings againft Luther for eighteen months.
Perpetual negociations, however, in order to
bring the matter to fome amicable iffue, were
carried on during that fpace. The manner in
which thefe were conducted having given Luther
many opportunities of obferving the corruption
of the court of Rome; its obftinacy in adher-
ing to eftablifhed errors; and its indifference

about
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about truth; however clearly  propofed, or
ftrongly proved, he began to utter fome doubts
with regard to the divine original of the papal
authority. A publick difputation was held upon
this important queftion at Leipfick, between
Luther and Eccius, one of his moft learned and
formidable antagonifts; but it was as fruitlefs
and indecifive as fuch fcholaftick combats ufu-
ally prove. Both parties boafted of having ob-
tained the victory ; both were confirmed in their
own opinions; and no progrefs was made to-
wards deciding the point in controverfy *.

Nor did this fpirit of mutiny againft the doc-
trines and ufurpations of the Romifh church
break out in Saxony alone; an attack no lefs
fierce, and occafioned by the fame caufes, was
made upon them about this time in Switzer-
land.  The Francifcans being entrufted with the
promulgation of Indulgences in that country,
executed their commiffion with the fame indifcre-
tion and rapacioufnefs, which had rendered the
Dominicans fo odious in Germany They pro-
ceeded, neverthelefs, with uninterrupted fuccefs
till they arrived at Zurich. There Zuinglius,
a man not inferior to Luther himfelf in zeal
and mtrcpldlty, ventured to oppofe them; and
being animated with a republican boldnefs, and

= Lath. Oper. i. 199,
free
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BooxIl. free from thofe reftraints which fubjection to
“—~~ the willof a Prince impofed on the German re-
Lo former, he advanced with more daring and rapid
fteps to overturn the whole fabrick of the efta-
blithed religion®. The appearance of fuch a
vigorous' auxiliary, and the progrefs which he
made, was, atfirft, matter of great joy to Lu-
ther. On the other hand, the decrees of the uni-
verfities of Cologne and Louvain, which pro-
nounced his opinions to be erroneous, afforded

great caufe of triumph to his adverfaries.

Luther's Bur the undaunted {pirit of Luther acquired
:ﬁ’;;’: freth vigour from every inftance of eppofition ;
and pufhing on his inquiries and attacks from
one doétrine to another, he began to fhake the
firmeft foundations on which the wealth or
power of the church were eftablifhed. Leo
came at laft to be convinced, that all hopes of
reclaiming him by forbearance were vain ; feve-
ral prelates of great wildom exclaimed no lefs
than Luther’s perfonal adverfaries againft the
Pope’s unprecedented lenity in permitting an
incorrigible heretick, who during the years had
been endeavouring to fubvert every thing fa-
cred and venerable, ftill to remain within the
bofom of the church; the dignity of the papal
fee rendered the moft vigorous proceedings ne-

? Sleid, Hift, 22, Seckend. 59, -
' ceflary 5
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ceflary ; the new Emperor, it was hoped, would
fupport its authority; nor did it feem probable
that the Elettor of Saxony would fo far forget
his ufual caution, as to f¢t himiclf in oppofition
to their united power. The college of cardinals
was often affembled, in order to prepare the
fentence with due deliberation, and the ableft
canonifts were confulted how it might be ex-
prefled withunexceptionable formality. At laft,
on the fifteenth of June, one thoufand five hun-
dred and twenty, the bull, {o fatal to the church
of Rome, was iffued. Forty-one propofitions,
extraéted out of Luther’s works, are therein con-
demned as heretical, fcandalous, and offenfive
to pious ears; all perfons are forbidden to read
his writings, upon pain of excommunications
fuch as had any of them in their cuftody, are
commanded to commit them to the flames ; he
himfelf, if he did not, within fixty days, pub-
lickly recant his errors, and burn his books, is
pronounced an obftinate heretick 3 is excommu-
nicated, and delivered unto Satan for the de-
{truétion of hisfleth; and all fecular Princes are
required, under pain of incurring the fame cen-
{ure, to feize his perfon, that he might be pu-
pifhed as his crimes deferved?®,

Tue publication of this bull in Germany, ex-
cited various paffions in different places. Lu-

b Palavic. 27, Luth, ‘Oper. i, 423.
ther’s
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ther’s adverfaries exulted, as if his party and
opinions had been crufhed at once by fuch a de-
cifive blow., His followers, whofe reverence for
the papal authority daily diminithed, read Leo’s
anathemas with more indignation than terror.
In fome cities, the people violently obftructed
the promulgation of the bull; in others, the
petfons who attempted to publifh it were infult-
ed, and the bull itfelf torn in pieces, and trod-
den under foot .

Tuis fentence, which he had for fome time
expected, did not difconcert or intimidate Lurther.
After renewing his appeal to the general coun-
cil, he publifhed remarks upon the bull of ex-
communication; and being now perfuaded that
Leo had been guilty both of impiety and injuf-
tice in his proceedings againft him, he boldly
declared the Pope to be that man of fin, or
Anti-chrift, whofe appearance is foretold in the
New Teftament ; he declaimed againft his ty-
ranny and ufurpations with greater violence than
ever; he exhorted all Chriftian Princes to thake
off fuch an ignominious yoke; and boafted of
his own happinefs in being marked out as the
object of ecclefiaftical indignation, becaufe he
had ventured to affert the liberty of mankind.
Nor did he confine his expreffions of contempt

¢ Seckend, p. 116.
for
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for the papal power to words alone ; Leo having,
in execution of the bull, appointed Luther’s
books to be burnt at Rome, he, by way of reta-
liation, affembled all the profeflors and ftudents
in the univerfity of Wittemberg, and with great
pomp, in prefence of a vaft multitude of fpecta-
tors, caft the volumes of the canon law, toge-
ther with the bull of excommunication, into the
flames ; and his example was imitated in feveral
cities of Germany. The manner in which he
juftified this action, was ftill more offenfive than
the action itfelf. Having collected from the ca-
non law fome of the moft extravagant propofitions
with regard to the plenitude and omnipaotence
of the Pope’s power, as well as the fubordina-
tion of all fecular jurifdiction to his authority,
he publithed thefe with a commentary, pointing
out the impicty of fuch tenets, and their evident
tendency to fubvert all civil government

Sucn was the progrefs which Luther had
made, and fuch the ftate of his party, when
Charles atrived in Germany. No fecular Prince
had hitherto embraced Luther’s opinions; no
change in the eftablifhed forms of worfhip had
been introduced ; and no encroachments had
been made upon the pofieflions or jurifdiction of
the clergys neither party had yet proceeded to

4 Luth. Oper. ii, 3
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a&ion; and the controvet{y, though conduéted
with great heatand paffion on both fides, was ftill
carried on with its proper weapons, with thefes,
difputations, and replies. A deep impreffion,
however, was made upon the minds of the people;
their reverence for ancient inftitutions and doc-
trines was fhaken ; and the materials were al-
ready fcattered which kindled into the combuf-
tion that foon fpread over all Germany. Stu-
dents crowded from every province of the Empire
to Wittemberg ; and under Luther himfelf, Me-
fanéthon, Carloftadius, and other mafters, then
reckoned eminent, imbibed opinions, which, on
their return, they propagated among their coun-
trymen, who liftened to them with that fond at-
tention, which truth, when accompanied with
novelty, naturally commands ®.

Durine the courfe of thefe tranfa&ions; the
court of Rome, though under the dire@ion of
one of its ableft Pontiffs, neither formed its
ichemes with that profound fagacity, nor exe-
cuted them with that fteady perfeverance, which
had long rendered it the moft perfe& model of
political wifdom to the reft of Europe. When
Luther began to declaim againft Indulgences,
two different methods of treating him lay before
the Pope; by adopting one of which the attempt,

¢ Seckend. gq.
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it is probable, might have been crufhed, and by Beox IL
the other it might have been rendered innocent. '
If Luther’s firft departure from the doétrines of
the church had inftantly drawn upon him the
weight of its cenfures, the dread of thefe might
have reftrained the Eleftor of Saxony from pro-
tecting him, might have deterredthe people from
liftening to his difcourfes, or even might have
overawed Luther himfelf; and his name, like
that of many good men before his time, would
now have been known to the world only for his
honeft but ill-timed effort to corret the cor-
ruptions of the Romith church. On the other
hand, if the Pope had early teftified fome dif-
pleafure with the vices and exceffes of the friars
who had been employed in publithing Indul-
gences ; if he had forbidden the mentioning of
controverted points in difcourfes addrefied to the
people ; if he had enjoined the difputants on
both fides to be filents if he had been careful
not to rifque the credit of the church by defin-
ing articles which had hitherto been left unde-
termined, Luther would, probably, have ftopt
fhort at his firft difcoveries : He would not have
been forced in felf-defence to venture upon new
ground, and the whole controver(y might poffi-
bly have died away infenfibly ; or being confined
entirely to the fchools, might have been carried
on with as little detriment to the peace and unity

5 of
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of the Romith church, as that which the Fran-
cifcans maintain with the Dominicans, concern-
ing the immaculate conception, or that between
the Janfenifts and Jefuits concerning the ope-
rations of grace. But Leo, by flutuating be-
tween thefe oppofite fyflems, and by embracing
them alternately, defeated the effects of both.
By an improper exertion of authority, Luther
was exafperated, ‘but not reftrained. By a mil-
taken exercife of lenity, time was given for his
opinions to fpread, but no progrefs made to-
wards reconciling him to the church ; and even
the fentence of excommunication, which at ano-
ther juncture might have been decifive, was de-
layed fo long, that it became at laft fcarcely an
object of terror.

Sucw a feries of errors in the meafures of a
court, feldom chargeable with miftaking its own
true intereft, is not more aftonifhing than the
wifdom which appeared in Luther’s conduct.
Though a perfett ftranger to the maxims of
human prudence, and incapable, from the im-
petuofity of his temper, of obferving them, he
was led naturally by the method in which he
made his difcoveries, to carry on his operations
in a manner which contributed moreto their fuc-
cefs, than if every ftep he took had been pre-
fcribed by the moft artful policy. At the time

when
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when he fet himfelf to oppofe Tetzel, he was Boox I
far from intending that reformation which he 20,
afterwards efected ; and would have trembled
with horror at the thoughts of what at laft
he gloried in accomplithing, The knowledge
of truth was not poured into his mind, all at
once, by any fpecial revelation; he acquired it
by induftry and meditation, and his progrefs, of
confequence; was graduval. The doétrines of
Popery are fo clofely conneéted, that the expof-
ing of one error conducted him naturally to the
detection of others; and all the parts of that
artificial fabrick were fo linked together, that the
pulling down of one loofened the foundation
of the reft, and rendered it more eafy to over-
turn them. In confuting the extravagant tenets
concerning Indulgences, he was obliged to in-
quire into the true caufe of our juftification and
acceptance with God. The knowledge of that,
difcovered to him by degrees the inutility of
pilgrimages and penances; the vanity of rely-
ing on the interceflion of faints ; the impiety of
worfhipping them ; the abufes of auricular con-
feflion ; and the imaginary exiftence of purga-
tory. The dete&ion of fo many errors, led him
of courfe to confider the chara&er of the clergy
who taught them; and their exorbitant wealth,
the fevere injunction of celibacy, together with
theintolerable rigour of monaftick vows, appeared
Vou, 1. L to
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Boox IL. to him the great fources of their corruption,

152C.

From thence, it was but one ftep to callin quef-
tion the divine original of the papal power,
which authorized and fupported fuch a fyftem
of errors., As the unavoidable refult of the
whole, he difclaimed the infallibility of the Pope,
the decifions of fchoolmen, or any other human
authority, and appealed to the word of God as
the only ftandard of theclogical truth. To this
gradual progrefs Luther owed his fuccefs. His
hearers were not fhocked at firft by any propo-
fition too repugnant to their ancient prejudices,
or too remote from eftablithed opinions. They
were conduéted infenfibly from one doétrine to
another. Their faith and convition were able
to keep pace with his difcoveries. To the fame
caufe was owing the inattention, and even indif.
ferences with which Leo viewed Luther’s firft
proceedings. A direct or violent attack upon
the authority of the church, would atonce have
drawn upon Luther the whole weight of its
vengeance ; but as this was far from his thoughts,
as he continued long to profefs great refpect for
the Pope, and made repeated offers of fubmif-
fion to his decifions, there feemed to be no
reafon for apprehending that he would prove
the author of any defperate revolt; and he was
fuffered to proceed ftep by ftep, in undermin-
ing the conftitution of the church, until the
remedy
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remedy applied at lalt came too late to produce

any effeét.

But whatever advantages Luther’s caufe de-
rived either from the miftakes of his adverfaries,
or from his own good condu&, the fudden pro-
grefs and firm eftablifiment of his doétrines,
muft not be afcribed to thefe alone. The fame
corruptions in the church of Rome which he
condemned, had been attacked long before his
appearance. The fame opinions which he now
propagated, had been publifhed in different
places, and were fupported by the fame argu-
ments. Waldus in the twelfth century, Wick-
Iiff in the fourteenth, and Hufs in the fifteenth,
had inveighed againft the errors of Popery with
great boldnefs, and confuted them with more
ingenuity and learning than could have been
expected in thofe illiterate ages in which they
flourithed. But all thefe premature attempts
towards a reformation proved abortive. Such
feeble lights, incapable of difpelling the dark-
nefs ‘which then covered the church, were focn
extinguifhed ; and though the doétrines of thefe
pious men produced fome effects, and left fome
traces in the countries where they taught, they
were neither extenfive nor confiderable, Many
powerful caufes contributed to facilitate Lu-
sher’s .progrefs, which either did not exiit, or

L 2 did
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did not operate with full force in their days;
and at the critical and mature juncture when
he appeared, circumftances of every kind con-
curred in rendering each ftep that he took fuc-

cefsful.

Tue long and fcandalous fchifm which di-
vided the church, during the latter part of the
fourteenth, and the beginning of the fifteenth
centuries, had a great effe& in diminithing the
veneration with which the world had been ac-
cuftomed to view the papal dignity. Two or
three contending Pontiffs roaming about Europe
at a time; fawning on the Princes whom they
wanted to gain; fqueezing the countries which
acknowledged their authority ; excommunica-
ting their rivals, and curfing thofe who adhered
to them, difcredited their pretenfions to infal-
libility, and expofed both their perfons and their
office to contempt. The laity, to whom all
parties appealed, came to learn that fome right
of private judgment belonged to them, and ac-
quired the exercife of it fo far as to chufe,
among thefe infallible guides, whom they would
pleafe to follow. The proceedings of the coun-
cils of Conftance and Bafil, fpread this dif-
refpect for the Romifh fee ftill wider, and by
their bold exertion of authority in defpofing and
cleéting Popes, taught the world that there was

in
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in the church a jurifdi&ion fuperior even to the
papal power, which they had long believed to
be fupreme.

Tue wound given on that occafion to the
papal authority was fcarcely healed up, when
the pontificates of Alexander VI. and Julius IL
both able princes, but deteftable ecclefiafticks,
raifed new fcandal in Chriftendom. The pro-
fligate morals of the former in private life; the
fraud, the injuftice and cruelty of his publick
adminiftration, place him on a level with thofe
tyrants, whofe deeds are the greateft reproach
to human nature. The latter, though a ftranger
to the odious paflions which prompted his pre-
deceflor to commit fo many unnatural crimes,
was under the dominion of a reftlefs and ungo-
vernable ambition, which fcorned all confidera-
tions of gratitude, of decency, or of juftice,
when they obftrutted the execution of his
{chemes. It was hardly poflible, to be firmly
perfuaded that the infallible knowledge of a
religion, whofe chief precepts are purity and
humility, was depofited in the breafts of the
impious Alexander, or the overbearing Julius.
The opinion of thofe who exalted the authority
of a council above that of the Pope, {pread
wonderfully under their pontificates: And as
the Emperor and French Kings, who were alter-

L3 nately
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Pontiffs, permitted and even encouraged their
fubje@s to expofe their vices with all the vio-
lence of invedtive, and all the petulance of ridi-
cule, men’s ears being accultomed to thefe, were
not fhocked with the bold or ludicrous dif-
courfes of Luther and his followers concerning
the papal dignity.

Nor were fuch exceffes confined to the head
of the church alone. Many of the dignified
clergy, fecular as well as regular; being the
younger fons of noble families, who had affumed
the ecclefiaftical charaéter for no other reafon
but that they found in the church ftations of
great dignity and afiluence, were accuftomed
totally to neglect the duties of their office, and
indulged themfelves without referve in all the
vices to which great wealth and idlenefs natu-
rally give birth. Though the inferior clergy
were prevented by their poverty from imitating
the expenfive luxury of their fuperiors, yet grofs
ignorance and low debauchery rendered them
as contemptible as the other were odious?, The

fevere

¥ The corrupt ftate of the church prior to the Reforma-
tion, is acknowledged by an author, who was both abun-
dantly able to judge concerning this matter, and who was
not overforward to confels it. * For {ome years (fays
Bellarmine) before the Lutheran and 'Calviniftick herefies

were
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fevere and unnatural law of celibacy, to which BooxIL

both were equally fubje, occafioned fuch irre-  1520.

gularities, that in feveral parts of Europe the

concubinage of priefts was not only permitted,

but enjoined.. The employing of a remedy fo

contrary to the genius of the Chriftian religion,

is the ftrongeft proof that the crimes it was

intended to prevent were both numerous and

ﬂagrant Long before the fixteenth century,

many authors of great name and authority give

fuch defcriptions of the diffolute morals of the

clergy, as feem almoft incredible in the prefent

age®, The voluptuous lives of ecclefiafticks
occafioned

were puoblifhed, there was not (as contemporary authors
teftify) any feyerity in ecclefiaftical judicatories, any difci-
pline with regard to morals, any knowledge of facred lite-
rature, any reverence for divine things, there was not almolt
any religion remaining.” Bellarminus Concio, xxviii. Oper.
tom, vi. col, 2g6. edit. Colon. 1617. apud Gerdefii Hift.
Evan. Renovati, vol. i, p. z3.

g Centum Gravamina Nationif. German. in Fafciculo
Rer, expetend. & fugiendarum, per Ortuinum Gratium,
vol. i, 361, See ipnumerable pafiiges to the fame pur-
pofe in the appendix, or fecond volume, publithed by Edw.
Brown. See alfo Herm, Vonder Hurdt. Hift, Lit, Reform,
pars iii, and the valt colle@ions of Walchius in his four
volumes of Monomenta medii =vi, Gotting. 1757.

The authors I hive quoted enumerate the vices of the
clergy. When they ventured upon aflions manifelly cri-
minal, we may conclude that they would be lefs ferupulous
with refpett to the decorum of behaviour.  Accordingly
their neglect of the decent condu& fuitable tp their pro-

L4 feflion, -
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occafioned great fcandal, not only becaufe their
manners were inconfiftent with their facred cha-
racter 5 but the laity being accuftomed to fee
feveral of them railed from the loweft ftations
to the greateft afluence, did not fhew the fame
indulgence to their excefles, as to thofe of per-
fons pofiefied of hereditary wealth or grandeur
and viewing their condition with more envy,
they cenfured their crimes with greater feverity.
Nothing, therefore, could be more acceptable
to Luther’s hearers, than the violence with
which he exclaimed againft the immoralities of
churchmen, and every perfon in his audience
could, from his own obfervation, confirm the
truth of his inveétives, _

feflion, feems to have given great offence, In order to il.
luftrate this, 1 fhall tranfcribe one paffage, becaufe it is
taken not from any author whofe profeffed purpofe it was
to defcribe the improper condu@ of the clergy ; and who,
from prejudice or artifice, may be fuppofed to aggravate
the charge againft them. The Emperor Charles 1V. in a
letter to the archbifhop of Mentz, A. D. 1359, exhorting
him to reform the diforders of the clergy, thus exprefles
himfelf: ‘¢ De Chrilti patrimonio, ludos, haftiludia & tor-
neamenta exercent ; habitum militarem com prEtextis aureis
& argenteis gellant, & calceos militares; comam & barbam
nutriunt, & nihil quod ad vitsm & ordinem ecclefiafticum
fpedtat, oftendunt, Militaribus fe duntaxat & fecularibus
aftibus, vita & moribus, in fuz falutis difpendium, & gea
nerale populi fcandalum, immifcenty” Codex Diploma-
ticos Anccdotorum, per Val. Ferd. Gudenum, 4to. vol. iii,
P 438 :
THE
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Tue fcandal of thefe crimes was greatly in-
creafed by the facility with which fuch as com-
mitted them obtained pardon. In all the Eu-
ropean kingdoms, the impotence of the civil
magiftrate, under forms of government ex-
tremely irregular and turbulent, made it necel-
fary to relax the rigour of juftice, and upon
payment of a certain fine or compofition pre-
fcribed by law, judges were accuftomed to remit
farther punifhment, even of the moft atrocious
crimes. The court of Rome, always attentive
to the means of augmenting its revenues, imi-
tated this practice, and by a prepofterous ac-
commodation of it to religious concerns, granted
its pardons to fuch tranfgrefiors as gave a fum
of money in order to purchafe them. As the
idea of a compofition for crimes was then fami-
liar, this ftrange traffick was fo far from fhock-
ing mankind, thatit foon became general ; and
in order to prevent any impofition in carrying
it on, the officers of the Roman chancery pub-
lithed a book, containing the precife fum to be
exated for the pardon of every particular fin.
A deacon guilty of murder was ablolved for
twenty crowns. A bifhop or abbot might affaf-
finate for three hundred livres. Any ecclefiaftick
might violate his vows of chaftity even with
the moft aggravating circumftances, for the
third part of that fum. Even fuch fhocking

' crimes,
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crimes, as occur feldom -in human life, and
perhaps exit only in the impure imagination of
a caluift, were taxed at a very moderate rate.
‘When a more regular and perfect mode of dif-
penfing juftice came to be introduced into civil
courts, the praftice of paying a compofition for
crimes went gradually into difufe; and mankind
having acquired more accurate notions concern-
ing religion and morality, the conditions on
which the court of Rome beftowed its pardons
appeared impious, and were confidered as one
great fource of ecclefiaftical corruption®.

Tris degeneracy of manners among the
clergy might have been tolerated, perhaps, with
greater indulgence, if their exorbitant riches and
power had not enabled them, at the fame time,
to opprefs all other orders of men. It is the
genius of fuperftition, fond of whatever is pom-
pous or grand, to fet no bounds to its liberality
towards perfons whom it efteems facred, and to
think its expreffions of regard defeétive unlefs
it hath raifed them to the heighth of wealth
and authority. Hence -flowed the extenfive
revenues and jurifdiction pofieffed by the (_:_h_ulrch
in every country of Europe, and which were

" Fafcical, Rer. expet. & fug. 1. 355. J. G. Schelhernii
Amenit. Literar, Francofl 1725, vol, i, 369. Diftion. de
Bayle, Astic. Banck & Tuppius. Taxa Cancellar. Romanz,
Edit, Francof, 1651. pafim.

become



EMPEROR CHARLES V.

become intolerable to the laity from whofe un-
difcerning bounty they were at firft derived.

Tue burden, however, of ecclefiaftical op-
preflion had fallen with fuch peculiar weight on
the Germans, as rendered them, though natu-
rally exempt from lenity, and tenacious of their
ancient cuftoms, more inclinable than any people
in Europe to liften to thofe who called on’ them
to affert their liberty. During the long contefts
between the Popes and Emperors concerning
the right of inveltiture, and the wars which
thele occafioned, moft of the confiderable Ger-
man ecclefiafticks joined the papal faétion ; and
while engaged in rebellion againft the head of
the Empire, they feized the Imperial revenues,
and ufurped the Imperial jurifdiftion within
their own diocefes, Upon the re-eftablithment
of tranquillity, they {till retained thefe ufurpa-
tions, as if by the length of an unjuft pofieffion
they had acquired a lggal right to them, The
Emperors, too feeble to wreft them out of their
hands, were obliged to grant the clergy fiefs of
thofe vaft territories, and they enjoyed all the
immunities as well as honours which belonged to
feudal barons. By means of thefe, maﬁ} bifhops
and abbots in Germany were not only eccle-
fiafticks, but princes, and their charafter and

manners
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manners partook more of the licence, too fre-
quent among the latter, than of the fanctity
which became the former '.

Tue unfettled ftate of government in Ger-
many, and the frequent wars to which that
country was expofed, contributed in another
manner towards aggrandizing ecclefiafticks.
The only property, during thofe times of anar-
chy, which enjoyed fecurity from the opprefiion
of the great, or the ravages of war, was that
which belonged to the church. This was owing,
not only to the great reverence for the facred
charaller prevalent in thofe ages, but to afuper-
flitious dread of the fentence of excommuni-
cation, which the clergy were ready to pronounce
againft all who invaded their poffeflions. Many
obferving this, made a furrender of their lands
to ecclefiaflicks, and confenting to hold them in
fee of the church, obtained as its vaflals a de-
gree of fafety, which without this device they
were unable to procure. By fuch an increafe
of the number of their vaffals, the power of
ecclefiafticks received a real and permanent aug-
mentation ; and as lands, held in fee by the
limited tenures common in thofe ages, often re-
turned to the perfons on whom the fief depend-

! F. Paul. Hifory of Ecclefiaft. Benefices, p. 107.
ed,
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ed, confiderable additions were made in this
way to the property of the clergy %

Thae folicitude of the clergy in providing for
the fafety of their own perfons, was ftill greater
than that which they difplayed in fecuring their
poffeflions ; and their efforts to attain it were
ftill more fuccefsful. As they were confecrated
to the prieftly office with much outward folem-
nity ; were diltinguifhed from the reft of man-
kind by a peculiar garb and manner of life;
and arrogated to their order many privileges
which do not belong to other Chriftians, they
naturally became the obje@s of exceflive vene-
ration. As a fuperftitious fpirit fpread, they
were regarded ‘as beings of a fuperior fpecies to
the profane laity, whom it would be impious to
try by the fame laws, or to {ubject to the fame
punithments. This exemption from civil jurif-
diction, granted at firlt to ecclefiafticks, as a
mark of refpect, they foon claimed as a point
of right. This valuable immunity of the prieft-
hood is afferted, not only in the decrees of
Popes and councils, but was confirmed in the
moft ample form by many of the greatelt Em-
perors'. As long as the clerical charalter re-

k F., Paul, Hift. of Ecclel. Benef. p. 65. Boulainvilliere,
Etat de Francé, tom. i. 169, Lond, 1737.

! Goldafti Conflitut, Imperial Francof, 1673, vol.
9z. 107,

ii.
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mained, the perfon of an ecclefiaftick was facred;
and unlefs he were degraded from his office,
the unhallowed hand of the civil judge durft
not touch him, But as the power of degra-
dation was lodged in the fpiritual courts, the
difficulty and expence of obtaining fuch a fen-
tence, too often fecured abfolute impunity to
offenders. Many affumed the clerical character
for no other reafon, than that it might {creen
them from the punifhment which their aélions
deferved™.  The German nobles complained
loudly, that thefe anocinted malefaétors, as they
call them”, feldom fuffered capitally, even for
the moft atrocious crimes ; and their indepen-
dence on the civil magiftrate is often mentioned
in the remonftrances of the diets, as a privilege
equally pernicious to fociety, and to the morals
of the clergy.

WhraiLe the clergy afferted the privileges of
their own order with fo much zeal, they made
continual encroachments upon thofe of the laity.
All caufes relative to matrimony, to teftaments,
to ufury, to legitimacy of birth, as well as thofe
which concerned ecclefiaftical revenues, were
thought to be fo connected with religion, that
they could be tried only in the fpiritual courts,

™ Rymer’s Feedera, vol. xiii. 32, " Centom Gra-

vam. §3I.
Nog
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Not fatisfied with this ample jurifdi&tion, which
exténded to one half of the fubjedts which give
rife to litigation among men, the clergy, with
wonderful induftry, and by a thoufand inven-
tions, endeavoured to draw all other caufes into
their own courts®. As they had engroffed the
whole learning known in the dark ages, the
fpiritual judges ‘were commonly fo far fuperior
in knowledge and abilities to thofe employed in
“the fecular courts, that the people at firft fa-
voured any ftretch that was made to bring their
affairs under the cognizance of a judicature, on
the decifions ‘of which they could rely with
more-perfeét confidence. Thus the intereft of
the church, and the inclination of the people,
concurring to elude the jurifdidtion of the lay-
magiftrate, foon rediiced it almoft to nothing?®,
By means of this, valt power accrued to eccle-
fiafticks, and no inconfiderable addition was
made to their revenue by the fums paid in thofe
ages to fuch as adminiftered juftice.

Tre penalty by which the fpiritual courts
enforced their fentences, added great weight and
terror to their jurifdiétion. The cenlure of ex-
communication was inflituted originaily for pre-
ferving the purity of the church; that obllinate

© Giannont Hift. of Naples, book xix. § 3.
? Centum. Gravam. § 0. 56, 64o
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offenders, whofe impious tenets or profane lives
were a reproach to Chriftianity, might be cut
off from the fociety of the faithful: This, eccle-
fiafticks did not fcruple to convert into an engine
for promoting their own power, and inflicted
it on the moft frivolous occafions. Whoever
defpifed any of their decifions, even concerning
civil matters, immediately incurred this dreadful
cenfure, which not only excluded them from
all the privileges of a Chriftian, but deprived
them of their rights as men and citizens?; and
the dread of this rendered even the moft fierce
and turbulent fpirits obfequious to the authority
of the church,

Nor did the clergy negleét the proper me-
thods of preferving the wealth and power which
they had acquired with fuch induftry and ad-
drefs, The pofleffions of the church, being
confecrated to God, were declared to be unalien-
able; fo that the funds of a fociety which was
daily gaining, and could never lofe, grew to
be immenfe. In Germany, it was computed
that the ecclefiafticks had got into their hands
more than one half of the national property-.
In other countries, the proportion varied ; but
the fhare belonging to the church was every
where prodigious. Thefe valt pofleflions were

9 Centum Gravam, § 34, *Centum Gravam. § 28.
not
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not fubjed to the burdens impofed on the lands
of thelaity. The German clergy were exempted
by law from all taxes *; and if, on any extra-
ordinary €émergence, ccclefiafticks were pleafed
to grant fome aid towards fupplying the publick
exigencies, this was confidered as a free gift

flowing from their own generofity, which the
civil magiftrate had no title to demand, fai lcfs

16t

Book Il;t
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to exaét. In confequence of this ftrange fole-

cifm in government, the laity in Germaby had
the mortification to find themficlves loaded with
exceffive impoﬁtions, becaufe fuch as poflefled
the greateft property were freed from any obli-
gation to {upport, or to defend the ftate. '

Gricvous, however, as the exorbitant wealth
and numerous privileges of the clerical order
were to the other members of the Germanick
body, they would have reckoned it fome miti-
gation of the evil, if thefe had been poffefied
only by ecclefiafticks refiding among themfelves,
who would have been lefs apt to make an im-
proper ufe of their riches, or to exercife their
rights with unbecoming rigour, But the bifhops
of Rome having early put in a claim, the bolde(t
that ever human ambition fuggefted, of being
fupreme and infallible heads of the Chriftian
church ; they, by their profound policy and

* Centum Gravam. § 28, Galdafti Conft, Imper., ii, 79,
108. Pfeffel. Hilt, du Dioit Publ, 350. 374~
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unwearied perfeverance, by their addrefs in
availing themfelves of every circumftance which
occurred, by taking advantage of the fuperiti-
tion of fome Princes, of the neceflities of others,
and of the credulity of the people, at length
eftablithed their pretenfions, in oppofition both
to the intereft and common fenfe of mankind.
Germany was the country which thefe eccle-
fiaftical fovereigns governed with moft ablolute
authority. ~ They excommunicated and depofed
fome cof its moft illuftrious Emperors, and ex-
cited their fubjects, their minifters, and even
their'children, to take arms againft them. Amidft
thefe contefts, the Popes continually extended
their own immunities, fpoiling the fecular Prin-
ces gradually of their moft valuable prero-
gatives, and the German church felt all the
rigour of that oppreffion which flows from fub-
Jection to foreign dominion, and foreign ex-
actions.

Tae right of conferring benefices, which the
Popes ufurped during that period of confulion,
was an acquifition of great importance, and
exalted the ecclefiaftical power upon the ruins
of the temporal. The Emperors and other
princes of Germany had long been in poffeflion
of this right, which ferved to increafe both their
authority and their revenue. But by wrefting

=T it
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it out of their hands, the Popes were enabled
to fill the Empire with their own creatures;
they accuitomed a great body of every prin¢e’s
fubjeéts to depend not upon him but upon the
Roman fee; they beftowed upon ftrangers the
richeft benefices in every country, and drained
their wealth to fupply the luxury of a foreign
court. Evén the patience of the moft fuper-
{titious ages mutinied under fuch oppreffion j
and fo loud and frequent were the complaints
and murmurs of the Germans, that the Popes,
afraid of irritating them too far, confented, con-
trary to their ufual practice; to abate fomewhat
of their pretenfions, and to reft fatisfied with
the right of nomination to fuch benefices as
happened to fall vacant during fix months in
the year, leaving the difpofal of the remainder
to the princes and other legal patrons®.

Bur the court of Rome eafily found expe-
dients for eluding an agreement which put fuch
reftraints on its power. - The praétice of refer-
ving certain benefices in every country to the
Pope’s immediate nomination, which had been
long known, and often complained of, was ex-
tended far beyond its ancient bounds. All the
benefices poflefled by Cardinals, or any of the

t F. Paul, Hift, of Ecclef Benef. 204. Gold, Confit.
Imper, i. 408,

M 2 numerous

163
Boox 1L,

1520.

The exne~
dients for
reftraining
this power
of the Popes
incffeftuals



164

Boox 11,
e !
1320,

THE REIGN OF THE

pumerous officers in the Roman court; thofe
held by perfons who happened to die at Rome;,
or within forty miles of that city on their journey
to or from it; thofe which became vacant by
tranflation, with many others, were included in
the number of r¢/erved benefices; Julius 1L and
Lo, ftretching the matter to the utmoft, often
collated to benefices where the right of referva-
tion had not been declared, on pretence of hav-
ing mentally referved this privilege to them-
felves, The right of refervation, however, even
with this extenfion, had certain limits, as it
could be exercifed only where the benefice was

-actually vacant; and therefore, in order to ren-

der the exertion of papal power unbounded,
expeflative graces, or mandates nominating a
perfon to fucceed to a benefice upon the firft
vacancy that fhould happen, were brought into
ufe. By means of thefe, Germany was filled
with perfons depending on the court of Rome,
from which they received fuch reverfionary
grants ; princes were defrauded, in a great de-
gree, of their prerogatives ; the rights of lay-

patrons were prc-occup:ed and rendered almof‘c
entirely vain .

* Centam Gravam. §21. Falic. Rer. Expet. &c. 334.

Gold. Conlt. Imper. i. 391. 4°4y 405. F. Pasl, Hilt, of
Eccl. Benef, 167, 195,

Tur
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Tre manner in which thefe extraordinary
powers were exercifed, rendered them ftill more
odious and intolerable. The avarice and ex-
tortion of the courtof Rome, were become ex-
ceflive almoft to a proverb. The fale of bene-
fices was fo notorious, that no pains were' taken
to conceal, or to difguife it, -Companies of
merchants openly purchafed the benefices of
different diftricts in Germany from the Pope’s
minifters, and retailed them at an advanced
price *. Pious men beheld with deep regret
thefe fimoniacal tranfaétions, fo unworthy the
minifters of a chriftian church; while politi-
cians complained of the lofs fuftained by the
exportation of fo much wealth in that irreligious”
traffick.

o

Tue fums, indeed, whichthe court of Rome

- drew by its fltated and legal impofitions from all
the countries acknowledging its authority, were
fo confiderable, that it is not ftrange that
Princes, as well as their fubje&s, murmured at
the fmalleft addition made to them by unnecef
fary or illicit means, Every ecclefiaftical perfon,
upon his admiffion to his benefice, paid annats,
or one year’s rent of his living, to the Pope;
and as that tax was exacted with great rigour,
its amount was prodigious.  To this muft be
added, the frequent demands made by the Popes
* Fafcic, Rer, Expet. i. 359. :
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of free gifts from the clergy, together with the
extraordinary levies of tenths upon ecclefiaftical
benefices, on pretence of expeditions againit the
Turks, {eldom intended, or carried into execu-
tion; and from the whole, the vaft proportion
of the revenues of the church, which flowed con-
tinually to Rome, may be eftimated.

Sucn were the diffolute manners, the exor-
bitant wealth, the vaft power and privileges of
the clergy before the Reformation ; fuch the op-
preflive rigour of that dominion which the Popes
had eitablifhed over the chriftian world; and
fuch the fentiments concerning them that pre-
vailed in Germany at the beginning of the fix-
teenth century. Nor has this fketch been copied
from the controverfial writers of that age, who,
in the heat of difputation, may be fufpected of
having exaggerated the errors, or of having mif-
reprefented the conduct of that churchwhich they
laboured to averturn; it is formed upon more au-
thentic evidence, upon the memorials and re-
monftrances of the Imperial diets, coolly enume-
rating the grievances under which the Empire
groaned, in order to obtain the redrefs of them.
Diffatisfaction muft have rifen to a great height
among the people; when thefe grave affemblies
exprefled themfelves with fuch acrimony ; and if
they demanded the abolition of thofe enormities
with fo much vehemence, the people, we may be

aflured,
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affured, uttered their fentiments and defires in
bolder and more virulent language.

To men thus prepared for fhaking off the
yoke, Luther addreffed himfelf with certainty of
fuccefs, As they had long felt its weight, and
had born it with impatience, they liftened with
joy to the firlt propofal for procuring deliver-
ance. Hence proceeded the fond and eager
reception that his doétrines met with, and the
rapidity with which they fpread over all the pro-
vinces of Germany. Even the impetuofity and
fiercenefs of Luther’s fpirit, his confidence in
afferting his own opinions, and the arrogance as
well as contempt wherewith he treated all who
differed from him, which, in ages of greater
moderation and refinement, have been reckoned
defe@s in the character of that reformer, did not
appear exceffive to his contemporaries, whofe
minds were ftongly agitated by thofe interefting
controverfies which he carried on, and who had
themfelves endured the rigour of papal tyranny,
and feen the corruptions in the church againft
which he exclaimed.

Nor were they offended at that grofs fcur-
rility with which his polemical writings are
filled, or at the low buffoonery which he fome-
times introduces into his grsfvfﬁ difcourfes. No
difpute was managed in thofe rude times with-
out a large portion of the former; and the lat-
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ter was common, even on the moft folemn oc=
cafions, and in treating the moft facred fubjects,
So far were either of thefe from doing hurt to
his caufe, that inveiive and ridicule had fome
effeét, as well as more laudable arguments, in
expofing the errors of popery, and in determin-
ing mankind to abandon them.

Besipe all thefe caufes of Luther’s rapid
progrefs, arifing from the nature of his enter-
prize, and the junéture at which he undertook
it, he reaped advantage from fome foreign and
adventitious circumftances, the beneficial influ-
ence of which none of his forerunners in the fame
courfe had enjoyed. Among thefe may be rec-
koned the invention of the art of printing,
about half a century before his time. By this
fortunate difcovery, the facility of acquiring and
of prop%gating knowledge was wonderfully in-
creafed, and Luther’s books, which muft other-
wife have made thclr way flowly and with un-
gertainty into diftant countries, fpread at once
all over Europe. Nor were they read only by
she rich and the learned, who alone had accefs
to books before that invention ; they got into
the hands of the people, who, upon this appeal
to them as judges, ventured to exaniine and to
reject many doftrines, which they had formerly
been required to believe, without being taught
to underftand them,

TsE
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Tut revival of learning at the fame period,
was a circumftance extremely friendly to the
Reformation. The ftudy of the ancient Greek
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liberal and found knowledge which they con-
tain, rouzed the human mind from the profound
lethargy in which it had been funk during feve-
ral centuries. Mankind feem, at that period, to
have recovered the powers of inquiring and of
thinking, faculties of which they had long loft the
ufe; and fond of the acquifition, they exercifed
them with great boldnefs upon all fubjeits.
They were not now afraid of entering an un-
common path, or of embracing a new opinion,
Novelty appears rather to have been a recom-
mendation of a docirine ; and inftead of bein
ftartled when the daring hand of Luther drew
afide, or tore the veil which covered eftablifhed
errors, the genius of the age applauded and
aided the attempt. Luther, though a ftranger
to clegance in tafte or compofition, zealoufly
promoted the cultivation of ancient literature;
and fenfible of its being neceffary in ftudying
the fcriprures, he himfelf had acquired confi-
derable knowledge both in the Hebrew and
Greek tongues. Melanéthon, and fome other
of his difciples, were eminent proficients in the
polite arts; and as the fame barbarous monks
who oppofed the introduttion of learning into
7 : Germany,



170
Boox IT.
e —

1520,

Luther aid=
ed by per-
tons who
did not wifh
his fuccefs,

THE REIGN OF THE

Germany, fet themfelves with equal fiercenefs
againft Luther’s opinions, and declared the good
reception of the latter to be the effect of the
progrefs which the former had made, the caufe
of learning and of the Reformation came to be
confidered as clofely connected, and, in every
country, had the fame friends and the fame ene-
mies. This enabled the reformers to carry on
the conteft at firft with great fuperiority. Eru-
dition, induftry, accuracy of fentiment, purity
of compofition, even wit and raillery, were wholly
on their fide, and triumphed with eafe over illi-
terate monks, whofe rude arguments, expreffed
in a perplexed and barbarous ftyle, were found
infufficient for the defence of a fyftem, the er-
rors of which, all the art and ingenuity of its
later and more learned advocates have fiot been
able to palliate.

TuaTt bold fpirit of inquiry, which the revi-
val of learning excited in Europe, was fo favour-
able to the Reformation, that L.uther was aided
in his progrefs, and mankind were prepared to
embrace his dotrines, by perfons who did not
with fiiccefs to his undertaking. The greater
part of the ingenious men who applied to the
ftudy of ancient literature, towards the clofe of
the fifteenth century, and the beginning of the
fixteenth, though they had no intention, and

perhaps
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perhaps no wifh, to overturn the eftablifhed Boox IL
{yftem of religion, had difcovered the abfurdity
of many tenets and prattices authorized by the
church, and perceived the futility of thofe argu-
ments, by which illiterate monks endeavoured
to defend them. Their contempt of thefe advo-
cates for the received errors, led them frequently
to expofe the opiniens which they fupported,
and to ridicule their ignorance with great free-
dom and feverity. By this, men were pre-
pared for the more ferious attacks made upon
them by Luther, and their reverence both for
the doétrines and perfons againft whom he in-
veighed, was confiderably abated. This was
particularly the cafe in Germany. When the
firft attempts were made to revive a tafte for
ancient learninginthatcountry, the Ecclefiafticks
there, who were ftill more ignorant than their
brethren on the other fide of the Alps, fet them-
felves to oppofe its progrefs with more active
zeal ; and the patrons of the new ftudies, in re-
turn, attacked them with greater violence. In
the writings of Relichlin, Hutten, and the other
revivers of learning in Germany, the corruptions
of the church of Rome are cenfured with an
acrimony of ftyle, little inferior to that of Lu-
ther himfelf 7,

Y Gerdelius Hift. Evang, Renov. vol. i. p. 141, 1574

Seckend. lib, i, p. 103. Vonder Hardt. Hift, Literar. Re-
ferm, pars ii.

1520.

From
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Boox I~ From the fame caufe proceeded the frequent

":;’z:"' ftrictures of Erafmus upon the errors of the

l:‘:&whflr church, as well as upon the ignorance and vices
of the clergy. His reputation and authority
were fo high in Earope at the beginning of the
fixteenth century, and his works were read with
fuch univerfal admiration, that the effeét of thefe
deferves to be mentioned as one of the circum-
ftances which contributed moft confiderably to-
wards Luther’s fuccefs.  Erafmus, having been
deftined for the church, and trained up in the
knowledge of Ecclefiaftical literature, applied
himfelf ‘more to theological inquiries than any
of the revivers of learning in that age. ' His
acute judgment and vaft'erudition enabled him
to difcover many errors, both in the doétrine
and worfhip of the Romifth church.  Some of
thefe he confuted with great folidity of reafon-
ing, and force of eloquence. Others he treated
as obje@s of ridicule, apd turned againft them
that ;irrefiftible torrent of popular and fatirical
wit, of which he had the command. There was
fcarcely any opinion or pradtice of the Romifh
church which Luther endeavoured to reform;
but what had been previoufly animadverted upon
by Eralmus, and had afforded him fubje@ either of
cenfure or of raillery. ‘When Luther firft began
his attack upon the church, Erafmus feemed to
applaud bis conduct ; he courted the friendlhip
of feveral of his difciples and patrons, and con-
oot demned
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demned the behaviour and fpirit of his adver-
faries®. He concurred openly with him in in-
veighing againit the fchool divines, as the teach-
ers of a fyftem equally unedifying and obfcure.
He joined him in endeavouring to turn the at-
tention of men to the ftudy of the holy fcrip-
tures, as the only ftandard of religious truth®

V artous circumftances, however, prevented
Erafmus from holding the fame courfe with
Luther. The natural timidity of his temper;
his want of that force of mind which alone can
prompt a man to affume the charater of a re-
former®; his exceflive deference for perfons in
high ftation ; his dread of lofing the penfions
and other emoluments, which their liberality
“had conferred upon him s his extreme love of
peace, and hopes of reforming abufes gradually,

= Seckend. lib.i. p. 40. g6.

2 Vonder Hardt. Hiftor. Literar, Reform. pars i, Gerdef;
Hift, Evang. Renov. i. 147.

® Erafmus bimflf is candid enough to atknowledge this ¢
¢ Luther,” f{ays he, *“has given us many a wholefoms
doflrine, and many a good counfel, Iwith he had not de-
feated the effelt of them by intolerable faults. But if he
had written every thing in the moft unexceptionable man.
per, I had no inclinaticn to die for ihe fake of truth,
Every man hath not the courage requifite to make 2 mar-
tyr; and I am afrsid, thay if I were put to the trial, I

fhould imitate St Peter,” Epift, Erafmi in Jortin's Life of
Etafmsvol. 1. p. 273,

and

i73

Boox 1.
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Boox IL and by gentle methods; all concurred in deter-

1520,

mining him not only to reprefs and to moderate
the zeal, with which he had once been animated
againft the errors of the church®; but to affume
the charaéer of a mediator between Luther
and his opponeats. But though Erafmus foon
began to cenfure Luther as too daring and im-
petuous, and was at laft prevailed upon to
write againft him, he muft, neverthelefs, be
confidered as his forerunner and auxiliary i
this war upon the church. He firft fcattered
the feeds, which Luther cherifhed and brought
to maturity. His raillery and oblique cenfures
prepared the way for Luther’s invectives and
more direct attacks. In this light Erafmus ap-
peared to the zealous defenders of the Romifh
church in his own times’. In this light he
muft be confidered by every perfon converfant
in the hiftory of that period.

In this long enumeration of the circumftances

which combined in favouring the progrefs of

L.uther’s opinions, or in weakening the refiftance
of his adverfaries, I have avoided entering into
any difcuflion of the theological dofrines of
popery, and have not attempted to fhew how
repugnant they are to the {pirit of Chriftianity,

¢ Jortin's Life of Erafmus, vol. i. p. 258,
¢ Vonder Hardt, Hift. Literar, Reform, pars i. Pe 2o

and
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and how deftitute of any foundation in reafon,
in the word of God, or in the pra&ice of the
primitive church, leaving thofe topicks entirely
to ecclefiaftical hiftorians, to whofe province
they peculiarly belong. But when we add the
effe® of thefe religious confiderations to the
influence of political caufes, it is obvious that
the united operation of both on the human
mind, muft have been fudden and irrefiftible.
Though, to Luther’s contemporaries, who were
too near perhaps to the fcene, or too deeply
interefted in it, to trace caufes with accuracy,
or to examine them with coolnefs, the rapidity
‘with which his opinions fpread, appeared to be
fo unaccountable, that fome of them imputed
it to a certain uncommon and malignant pofition
of the ftars, which fcattered the fpirit of gid-
dinefs and innovation over the world®, it is
evident, that the fuccefs of the Reformation was
the natural effet of many powerful caufes pre-
pared by peculiar providence, and happily con-
{piring to that end. Thisattempt to inveftigate
thefe caufes, and to throw light on an event fo
fingular and important, will not, perhaps, be
deemed an unneceffary digreflion.
from it to the courfe of the hiftory.

I return

Tue Diet at Worms conducted its delibera-
tions with that flow formality peculiar to fuch
¢ Jovii Hiftoria, Lut. 1553. fol, p. 134.

affemblies,
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Beox IT. afiemblies, Much time was fpent in eftablifli-
"_'{5':'_'" ing fome regulations with regard to tl_le internal
police of the Empire. The jurifdiétion of the
Imperial chamber was confirmed, and the forms
of its proceeding rendered more fixed and
regular. A council of regency was appointed
to aflit Ferdinand in the government of the
Empire during his brother’s abfence; which,
from the extent of the Emperor’s dominions;
as well as the multiplicity of his affairs, was an
event that might be frequently expected”. The
ftate of religion was then taken into confider-
“the Empe- ation. There were not wanting fome plaufible
ot ey Yeafons which might have induced Charles to
to Luther.  have declared himfelf the proteftor of Luther’s
caule, or at leaft to have connived at its pro-
grefs. If he had pofiefled no other dominions
but thofe which belonged to him in Germany,
and no other crown befides the Imperial, he
might have been difpofed perhaps to faveur a
man, who afferted fo boldly the privileges and
immunities for which the Empire had firuggled
fo long with the Popes. But the vaftand dan-
gerous fchemes which Francis 1. was forming
againft Charles, made it neceifary for him to
regulate his condué by views more extenfive
than thofe which would have fuited a German

f Pont, Heuter, Rer. Auftr. lib. viii. Gi Xl

ut pe 105+
Pfeffel Abregé Chronol, p. 598,

prince
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prince; and it being of the utmoft importance Book IL
to fecure the Pope’s friendfhip, this determined — y:2).
him to treac Luther with great feverity, as the

moft effectual method of foothing Leo into a
concurrence with his meafures. His eagernefs

to accomplifh this, rendered him not unwilling

to gratify the papal legates in Germany, who

infilted that, without any delay or formal deli-
beration, the diet ought to condemn a man

whom the Pope had already excommunicated

as an incorrigible heretick. Such an abrupt

manner of proceeding, however, being deemed
unprecedented and unjult by the members of

the diet, they made a point of Liuther’s appear- o 8 fum-
ing in perfon, and declaring whether he adhered apear.
or not to thofe epinions, which had drawn upon
bim the cenfures of the churcht. Not only
the Emperor, but all the princes through whofe
territories he had to pafs, granted him a {afe-
conduct ; and Charles wrote to him at the fame
time, requiring his immediate attendance on the
diet, and renewing his promifes of proteétion
from any injury or violence® Luther did not
helitate one moment about yielding obedience,
and fet out for Worms, attended by the herald
who had brought the Emperor’s letter and fafe-
conduét. While on his journey, many of his
friends, whom the fate of Hufs, under fimilar

March 6.

£ P. Mart, Ep. 722. ¥ Luth. Oper, ii. 411,
You. II. N circum.’
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circumftances, and notwithftanding the fame
fecurity of an Imperial fafe-tonduét, filled with
folicitude, advifed and intreated him not to ruth
wantonly into the midft of danger. But Lu-
ther, fuperior to fuch terrors, filenced them
with this reply, ¢ I am lawfully called,” faid
he, *¢ to appear in that city, and thither will I
go in the name of the Lord, though as many
devils as there are tiles on the houfes, were

there combined againft me'.”

Ture reception which he met with at Worms,
was fuch as he might have reckoned a full
reward of all his labours, if vanity and the love
of applaufe had been the principles by which
he was influenced. Greater crowds affembled
to behold him, than had appeared at the Em-
peror’s publick entry; his apartments were daily
filled with princes and perfonages of the higheft
rank®, and he was treated with all the refpect
paid to thofe who poffefs the power of direéting
the underftanding and fentiments of other men ;
an homage, more -fincere, as well as more flat-
tering, than any which pre-eminence in birth
or condition can command, At his appearance
before the diet, he behaved with great decency,
and with equal firmnefs. He readily acknow=

I Luth. Oper. ii, 412,
% Seckend. 156, Luth. Oper, ii. 414,

ledged
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ledged an excels of vehemence and acr:mony in
his controverfial writings, but refufed to retra®
his opinions unlefs he were convinced of their
falfehood ; or to confent to their being tried by
any other rale than the wdrd ‘of God. When
fieither threats nor entreaties colild prevail on
him to depart fi‘bm this réfoli.ltidn', fome of the
ecclefiafticks propofed to imicaté the example
of the council of Conftance, and by pumfhmg
the author of this peftilent herefy, who was
now in their ‘power, to deliver the church &
onice from fuch an evil. But the members of
the diet refufing to expofe the German integrity
to frefh reproach by a fecond violation of pub-
lick faith; and Charles being no lefs unwilling
to Bring a ftain upon the beglnnmc' of his admi-
niftration by fuch an ignominious a&ion, Lu-
ther was permitted to depart in fafety. A
few days after he left the city, a fevere ediét
was publithed in the emperor’s name, and by
authority of the diet, depriving him, as an ob-
ftinate and excommunicated criminal, of all the
privileges which he enjoyed as a fubjet of the
Empire, forbidding any prince to harbour or
protect him, and requiring all to concur in feiz-

ing his perfon as foon as the term {pecified in his
- fafe-conduét was expired ™,

! F. Paul, Hift. of Counc. p. 13. Seckend, 160.
= Gold. Conft, Imperial. ii. 4c8.
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Bur this rigorous decree had no confiderable
effeft, the execution of it being prevented
partly by the multiplicity of occupations which
the commotions in Spain, together with the
wars in Italy and the Low Countries, created
to the Emperor; and partly by a prudent pre-
caution employed by the Eletor of Saxony,
Luther’s faithful patron. As Luther, on his
return from Worms, was pafling near Alten-
ftein in Thuringia, a number of horfemen in
mafks rufhed fuddenly out of a wood, where
the Eletor had appointed them to lie in wait
for him, and furrounding his company, carried
him, after difmiffing all his attendants, to Wart-
burg, a ftrong caftle noe far diftant. There
the Eleftor ordered him to be fupplied with
every thing neceffary or agreeable, but the place
of his retreat was carefully concealed, until
the fury of the prefent ftorm againft him began
to abate, upon a change in the political fitua-
tion of Europe. In this folitude, where he re-
mained nine months, and which he frequently
called his Patmos, after the name of that ifland
to which the apoftle John was banifhed, he
exerted his ufual vigour and induftry in defence
of his dottrines, or in confutation of his adver-
faries, publifhing feveral treatifes, which revived
the ipirit of his followers, aftonifhed to a great

degree,
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degree, and ditheartened at the fudden difap-
pearance of their leader,

Durinc his confinement, his opinions con-
tinued to gain ground, acquiring the afcendant
in almoft every city of Saxony. At this time,
the Auguftinians of Wittemberg, with the ap-
probation of the univerfity, and the connivance
of the Ele&or, ventured upon the firft ftep
towards an alteration in the eftablifhed forms of
publick worfhip, by abolithing the celebration
of private maffes, and by giving the cup as well
as the bread to the laity in adminiftring the fa-
crament of the Lord’s fupper.

WaaTever confolation the courage and fuc-
cefs of his difciples, or the progrefs of his doc-
trines in his own country, afforded Luther in his
retreat, he there received information of two
events, which confiderably damped his joy, as
they feemed to lay infuperable obftacles in the
way of propagating his principles in the two
moft powerful kingdoms of Europe. One was,
a folemn decree, condemning his opinions, pub-
lilhed by the univerfity of Paris, the moft
ancient, and at that time the moft refpectable
of the learned focieties in Europe, The other
was, the anfwer written to his book concerning
the Babylonith captivity by Henry VIII, of

N 3 England.
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England: That young monarch, having been
educated under the eye of a fufpicious father,
who, in order to prevent his attending to bufi-
nefs, kept him occupied in the ftudy of litera-
ture, ftill retained a greater love of learning,
and  ftronger habits of application to it, than
are common.among Princes of fo altive a dif-
pofition, and fuch violent paflions. Being am-
bitious of acquiring glory of every kind, as well
as zealoufly attached to the Romifh church, and
highly exafperated againft Luther, who had
treated Thomas Aquinas, his favourite author,
with great contgmpt, Henry did not think it
enough to exert his royal authority in oppofing
the opinions of the reformer, but refolved like-
wife to combat them with fcholaftick weapons.
‘With this view he publifhed. his treatife on the
Seven Sacraments, which, though forgotten at
prefent, as books of controverfy always are,
when the occafion that produced them is paft,
is not deftirure of polemical ingenuity and acute-
nefs, and was reprefented by the flattery of his
courtiers to be a work of fuch wonderful fcience
and learning, as exalted him no lefs above other
authors in merit, than he was diftinguifhed
among them by his rank. The Pope, to whom
it was prefented with the greateft formality in

- full confiftory, fpoke of it in fuch terms, as if

it had been ditated by immediate infpiration ;
- and
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and as a teflimony of the gratitude of the church
for his extraordinary zeal, conferred on him the
title of Defender of the Faith, an appellation
which Henry foon forfeited in the opinion of
thofe from whom he derived it, and which is
ftill retained by his fuccefiors, though the avowed
enemies of thofe opinions, by contending for
which he merited that honourable diftinétion.
Luther, who was not overawed either by the
authority of the Univerfity, or the dignity of
the Monarch, foon publifhed his animadverfions
on both in a ftyle no lefs vehement and fevere,
than he would have ufed in confuting his
meaneft antagonift. This indecent boldnefs,
inftead of fhocking his contemporaries, was
confidered by them as a new proof of his un-
daunted {pirit. A controverfy managed by dif-
putants fo illuftrious, dréw more general atten-
tion ; and fuch was the contagion of the {piric
of innovation, diffufed through Europe in that
age, and fo powerful the evidence which accom-
panied the doctrines of the reformers on their
firft publication, that, in fpite both of the civil
and ecclefiaftical powers combined againft them,

they daily gained converts both in France and
in England.

How defirous foever the Emperor might be
to put a ftop to Luther’s progrefs, he was often
N 4 obliged,
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Poox I~ obliged, during the diet at Worms, to turn his
Y

1525,

thoughts to matters ftill more interefting, and
which demanded more immediate attention, A’
war was ready to break out between him and
Francis in Navarre, in the Low Countries, and
in Italy ; and it required either great addrefs to
avert the danger, or timely and wife precautions
to refift it. Every circumftance, at that junc-
ture, inclined Charles to prefer the former mea-
fure. Spain was torn with inteftine commo-
tions, In Italy, he had not hitherto fecured
the affiftance of any one ally. In the Low-
Countries, his fubjects trembled at the thoughts
of a rupture with France, the fatal effects of
which on their commerce they had often expe-
rienced. From thefe confiderations, as well as
from the folicitude of Chievres, during his whole
adminiftration, to maintain peace between the
two monarchs, proceeded the Emperor’s back-
wardnefs to commence hoftilities. But Francis
and his minifters did not breathe the fame
pacific fpirit. He ealily forefaw that concord
could not long fubfift, where intereft, emula-
tion, and ambition confpired to diffolve it and
he poffefled feveral advantages which fattered
him with the hopes of furprifing his rival, and
of overpowering him before he could put him-
felf in a pofture of defence. The French
King’s dominions, from their compaét fituation,

from
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from their fubje&ion to the royal authority, from
the genius of the people, fond of war, and
attached to their fovereign by every tie of duty
and affeftion, were more capable of a great or
fudden effort, than the larger but difunited ter-
ritories of the Emperor, in one part of which
the people were in arms againft his minifters,
and in all his prerogative was more limited than
that of his rival,

Tue only princes, in whofe power it was to
have kept down, or to have extinguithed this
flame on its firft appearance, either negleted to
exert themfelves, or were active inkindling and
fpreading it. Henry VIII, though he affetted
to affume the name of mediator, and both par-
ties made frequent appeals to him, had laid
afide the impartiality which fuited that charaéer.
Wolfey, by his artifices, had eftranged him fo
entirely from the French King, that he fecretly
fomented the difcord which he ought to have
compofed, and waited only for fome decent
pretext to join his arms to the Emperor’s”,

Leo’s endeavours to excite difcord between
the Emperor and Francis were more avowed,
and had greater influence. Not only his duty,
as the common father of Chriftendom, but his

® Herbert, Fiddes’s Life of Wolley, 258.
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intereft as an Italian potentate, called upon the
Pope to act as the guardian of the publick tran-
quillity, and to avoid any meafure that might
overturn the fyltem, which after much blood-
thed, and many negociations, was now efta-
blifhed in Italy. Accordingly Leo, who inftantly,
difcerned the propriety of this conduct, had
formed a fcheme upon Charles’s promotion to
the Imperial dignity, of rendering hiimfelf the
umpire between the rivals, by foothing them
alternately, while he entered into no clofe con-
federacy with either; and a Pontiff lefs am-
bitious and enterprizing, might have faved Eu-
rope from many calamities by adhering to this
plan. But this high-fpirited prelate, who was
ftill in the prime of life, longed paffionately to
diftinguith his pontificate by fome {plendid
aflion. He was impatient to wafh away the
infamy of having loft Parma and Placentia, the
acquifition of which refle&ted fo much luftre on
the adminiftration of bis predeceffor Julius. He
beheld, with the indignation natural to Italians
in that age, the dominion which the Tranfal-
pine, oras they, in imitation of the Roman arro-
gance, denominated them, the barbarous nations,
had attained in Traly, He flattered himftlf,
that after affifting the one monarch to ftrip the
other of his poffefions in that country, he
might find means of driving out the vior in

his
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his turn, and acquire the glory of reftoring Boox IL.
Iraly to the liberty and happinefs which it en- :
joyed before the invafion of Charles VIIL. when
every ftate was governed by its native prinees,
or its own laws, and unacquainted with a fo-
reign yoke. Extravagant and chimerical as this
project may feem, it was the favourite object
of almoft every Italian eminent for genius or
enterprize during great part of the [ixteenth
century. ‘They vainly hoped, that by fuperior
{kill in the artifices and refinements of negocia-
tion, they fhould be able to baflle the efforts
of nations, ruder indeed than themfelves, but
much more powerful and warlike, So alluring
was the profpett of this to Leo, that notwith-
ftanding the gentlenefs of his difpofition, and
his fondnefs for the pleafures of a refined and
luxurious eafe, he haftened to difturb the peace
of Europe, and to plunge himfelf in a danger- .
ous war, with an impetuofity fcarcely inferior
to thatof the turbulent and martial Juliusc':

1521,

It was in Leo’s power, however, to chufe
which of the monarchs he would take for his
confederate againft the other. Both of them
courted his friendfhip ; he wavered for fome
time between them, and at firt concluded an
alliance with Francis. The objeét of this Ereaty

@ Guic, lib. xiv, p. 173.
was
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was the conqueft of Naples, which the confede-
rates agreed to divide between them. The Pope,
it is probable, flattered himfelf, that the brifk
and adive {pirit of Francis, feconded by the
fame qualities in his fubjets, would get the ftart
of the flow and wary councils of the Emperor,
and that they might over-run with eafe this de-
tached portion of his dominions, ill provided
for defence, and always the prey of every in-
vader. But whether the French King, by dif-
covering too openly his {ufpicions of Leo’s fin-
cerity, difappointed thefe hopes ; whether the
treaty was only an artifice of the Pope’s, to cover
the more ferious negociations which he was car-
rying on with Charles; whether he was en-
ticed by the profpect of reaping greater advan-
tages from an union with that prince; or whe-
ther he was foothed by the zeal which Charles
had manifefted for the honour of the church in
condemning Luther ; certain it is, that he foon
deferted his new ally, and made overtures of
friendfhip, though with great fecrecy, to the
Emperor®. Don John Manuel, the fame man
who had been the favourite of Philip, and whofe
addrefs had difconcerted all Ferdinand’s {chemes,
having been delivered, upon the death of that
monarch, from the prifon to which he had been
confined, was now the Imperial ambaffador at

? Gaic, Iib.xiv. p. 175, Mem. de Belloy, Par, 1573. p. 24
Rome,
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Rome, and fully capable of improving this fa-
vourable difpofition in the Pope to his mafter’s
advantage®. To him the condutt of this nego-
ciation was entirely committed; and being care-
fully concealed from Chievres, whofe averfion
from a war with France would have prompted
him to retard or defeat it, an alliance between
the Pope and Emperor was quickly conclu-
dedr. The chief articles in this treaty, which
proved the foundation of Charles’s grandeur in
Italy, were, that the Pope and Emperor thould
join their forces to expel the French out of the
Milanefe, the poffeflion of which fhould be
graﬁted to Francis Sforza, a fon of Ludovico
the Moor, who had refided at Trent fince the
time his brother Maximilian had been difpof-
fefled of his dominions by the French King ;
that Parma and Placentia, fhould be reftored to
the church; that the Emperor fhould afiift the
Pope in conquering Ferrara; that the annual
tribute paid by the kingdom of Naples to the
Holy See fhould be increafed; that the Emperor
fhould take the family of Medici under his pro-
te€tion 3 that he fhould grant to the Cardinal of
that name a penfion of ten thoufand ducats upon
the archbifhoprick of Toledo; and fettle lands

9 Jovii Vita Leonis, lib. iv, p. 89. * Guic, L xiv,

181, Mem. de Bellay, p. 24, Du Mont, Corps Diplom.
tom, iv. fuppl. p. g6.
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Boox I in the kingdom of Naples to the fatme vilue

-7 upon Alexander the natural fon of Lorenzo de
t]
Medici.
Death of Tut tranfading an affair of fuch moment
Chievres,

the Empe.  Without his parncipation, appeared to Chievres
T leus o decifive a proof of his having loft the afcen-
miniter.  dant which he had hitherto maintained over the
mind of his pupil, that his chagrin on this ac-
countt, added to the meldncholy with which he
was overwhelmed on taking a view of the many -
and unavoidable calamities attending a war
againft France, is faid to have {Hortened his
days %, But though this, perhaps, miay be dnly
the conjecture of hiftorians, fond of attributing
every thing that befals illuftrious perfonages to
cxtraordlnary caufes, and of afcribing even' their
difeafes and death to the effect of political paf-
fions, which are moreapt to difturb the énjoyment
than to abridge the period of life, it is certain
thachis death atthis critical junéture extinguifhéd
all hopes of avoiding a rupture with France ',
This event, too, delivered Charles froni ‘4 mini-
fter, to whofe authority he had been accuftored
from his infancy to fubmic with fuch impllc:t
deference, as checked and depreffed his genius,
and retained him in a ftate of pupillage, unbe-

* Belcarii Comment. de reb, Gallic, 483
* P, Heuter. Rer. Auftriac, lib, viii. ¢. 11. p. 157.

coming
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coming his years as well as his rank ; but this
reftraint being removed, the native powers of
his mind were permitted to unfold themfelves,
and he began to difplay fuch great talents, both
in council and in execution, as exceeded the
hopes of his contemporaries ¥, and command the
admiration of pofterity,

Whaire the Pope and Emperor were pre-
paring, in confequence of their fecret alliance,
to attack Milan, hoftilities commenced in ano-
ther quarter. The children of John d’Albret,
King of Navarre, having often demanded the
refticution of their hereditary dominions, in terms
of the treaty of Noyon, and Charles having as
often eluded their requefts upon very frivolous
pretexts, Francis thought himfelf authorized by
that treaty to affift the exiled family. The
junéture appeared extremely favourable for fuch
an enterprize. Charles was at a diftance from
that part of his dominions; the troops ufually
ftationed there, had been called away to quell
the commotions in Spain; the Spanifh male-
contents warmly folicited him to invade Na-
varre *, in which a confiderable fa&ion was ready
to declare for the defcendants of their ancient
monarchs. But in order to avoid, as much as
poflible, giving offence to the Emperor, or

® P. Mart. Ep. 735. * P. Mart. Ep. 721.
4 King
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King of England, F rancis directed forces to be
levied, and the war to be carried on, not in his
own name, but in that of Henry d’Albret. The
conduc of thefe troops was committed to An-
drew de Foix, de 'Efparre, a young nobleman,
whom his near alliance to the unfortunate King
whofe battles he was to fight, and what was ftill
more powerful, the intereft of his fifter, madame
de Chateaubriand, Francis’s favourite mifirefs,
recommended to that important truft, for which
he had neither talents nor experience. But as
there was no army in the field to oppofe him,
he became mafter, in a few days, of the whole
kingdom of Navarre, without meeting with any
obftruction but from the citadel of Pampeluna,
The additional works to this fortrefs, begun by
Ximenes, were ftill unfinithed 5 nor would its
flight refiftance have deferved notice, if Ignatio
Loyola, a Bifcayan gentleman, had not been
dangeroufly wounded in its defence. During
the progrefs of a lingering cure, Loyola hape
pened to have no other amufement than what
he found in reading the lives of the faints:
The effect of this on his mind, naturally enthu-
fiaftic, but ambitious and daring, was to infpire
him with fuch a defire of emulating the glory
of thefe fabulous worthies of the Romifh church,
as led him into the wildeft and moft extravagant
adventures, which terminated at laft in inftitut-
ing the fociety of Jefuits, the moft political and

beit
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beft regulated of all the monaftick orders, and,

from which mankind have derived more advan-
tages, and received greater hurt, than from any
other of thefe religious fraternities.

Ir, upon the reducion of Pampeluna, 1’Ef-
parre had been fatisfied with taking proper pre-
cautions for fecuring his conqueft, the kingdom
of Navarre might ftill have remained annexed
to the crown of France, in reality, as well as In
title. But, pufhed on by youthful ardour, and
encouraged by Francis, who was too apt to be
dazzled with fuccefs, he ventured to pafs the
confines of Navarre, and to lay fiege to Lo-
grogno, a fmall town in Caftile. This rouzed

the Caftilians, who had hitherto beheld the rapid.

progrefs of his arms with great unconcern, .and
the diffenfions in that kingdom being almoft
compofed, both parties exerted themfelves with
emulation in defence of their country ; the one,
that it might efface the memory of paft mifcon-
duét by its prefent zeal; the other, that it might
add to the merit of having fubdued the Empe-
ror’s rebellious fubjeéts, that of repulfing his
foreign enemies. The fudden advance of their
troops, together with the gallant defence made
by the inhabitants of Logrogno, obliged the
French general to abandon his rafh enterprize.
The Spanifh army, which increafed every day,
haraffing him during|bis retreat, he, inftead of

Vou. II, Q . taking
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taking fhelter under the cannon of Pampeluna,
or waiting the arrival of fome troops which were
marching to join him, attacked the Spaniards,
though far fuperior to him in number, with
great impetuofity, but with fo little condudt,
that his forces were totally routed, he himfelf,
together with his principal officers, was taken
prifoner, and Spain recovered pofleffion of Na-
varre in ftill fhorter time than the French had
fpent in the conqueft of it”.

WauiLe Francis ‘endeavoured to juftify his
invafon of Navarre, by carrying it on in the
name of Henry D’Albret, he had recourfe to an
artifice much of the fame kind, in attacking an-
other part of the Emperor’s territories. Robert
de la Mark, lord of the fmall but independent
territory of Bouillon, fituated on the frontiers
or Luxembourg and Champagne, having aban-
doned Charles’s fervice on account of an en-
croachment which the Aulick council had made
on his jurifdition, and having thrown himfelf
upon France for protection, was eafily perfuaded,
in the heat of his refentment, to fend a herald to
Worms, and to declare war againft the Emperor
in form. Such extravagant infolence in a petty
prince furprized Charles, and appeared to him
a certain proof of his having received promifes

of powerful fupport from the French King.
a

¥ Mem, de Bellay, p, 21. P, Mart. Ep, 726.
1 The
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The juftnefs of this conclufion foon became Boox 11
evident. Robert entered Luxembourg with 1oz,
troops levied in France, by the King’s conni-
vance, though feemingly in contradiction to his
orders, and after ravaging the open country,
laid fiege to Vireton. Of this Charles com-
plained loudly, as a dire&t violation of the peace
{ubfifting between the two crowns, and fum-
moned Henry VIIL in terms of the treaty con-
cluded at London in the year one thoufand five
hundred and eighteen, to turn his arms againft
Francis as the firftaggrefior. Francis pretended
that he was not anfwerable for Robert’s condu&,
whofe army fought under his own ftandards,
and in his own quarrel; and affirmed, that, con-
trary to an exprefs prohibition, he had feduced
fome fubjeéts of France into his fervice; but
Henry paid fo little regard to this evalion, that
the French King, rather than irritate a prince
whom he ftill hoped to gain, commanded De la
Mark to difband his troops®.

Tue Emperor, mean while, was affembling
an army to chaftife Robert’s infolence. Twent
thoufand men, under the count of Naffau, in-
vaded his little territories, and in a few days
became mafters of evety place in them but Sedan.
After making him feel fo fenfibly the weight of

* Mem. de Bellay, p. 22, &c. Mem, de Fleuran
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his mafter’s indignation, Naffau advanced to.
wards the frontiers of France; and Charles
knowing that he might prefume fo far on Henry’s
partiality in his favour, as not to be over-awed
by the fame fears which had reftrained Francis,
ordered his general to befiege Moufon. The
cowardice of the garrifon having obliged the go-
vernor to furrender almoft without refiftance,
Naflau invefted Mezieres, a place at that time
of no confiderable ftrength, but fo advantage-
oufly fituated, that by getting pofleflion of it,
the Imperial army might have penetrated into
the heart of Champagne, in which there was
hardly any other town capable of obftructing its
progrefs. Happily for France, its monarch,

fenfible of the 1m_portancc of this fortrefs, and
of the danger to which it was expofed, com-
mitted the defence of it to the chevalier Bayard,

diftinguifhed among his contemporaries by the
appellation of The Knight without fear, and with-
out reproach’. This man, whofe prowefs in com-
bat, whofe pun&ilious honour and formal gal-
lantry, bear a nearer refemblance, than any thing
recorded in hiftory, to the charaer afcribed to
the heroes of chivalry, poffefled all the talents
which form a great general. Thefe he had
many occafions of exerting in the defence of
Mezieres ;5 partly by his valour, partly by his.
conduét, he protracted the fiegeto a great length,

3 Ocuvres de Brantome, tom, vi, 1 T4s
and
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and in the end obliged the Imperialifts to raife Boox II
it, with infamy and lofs®.  Francis, atthe head 2y,
of a numerous army, foon retook Moufon, and mifed.
entering the Low Countries, made feveral con-
quefts of fmall importance. In the neighbour-.
hood of Valenci¢nnes, through an excefs of cau-
tion, an error with which he cannot be often
charged, he loft an opportunity of cutting off
the whole Imperial army ©; and what was ftill
of more confequence, he difgufted the conftable
Bourbon, by giving the command of the van to
the duke D’Alengon, though this poft of honour
belonged to Bourbon, as a prerogative of his
office.

Durine thefe operations in the field, a cons Az
grefs was held at Calais under the mediation of g::"ﬁ:r e
Henry VIII. in order to bring all differences to 510 -

England,

an amicable iffue; and if the intentions of the
mediator had correfponded in any degree to his
profeffions, it could hardly have failed of pro-
ducing fome good effe€t. Henry committed the
fole management of the negociation, with unli-
mited powers, to Wolfey ; and this choice alone
was fufficient to have rendered it abortive. That
prelate, bent on attaining the papal crown, the
great objeét of his ambition, and ready to facri-
fice every thing in order to gain the Emperor’s

® Mem. de Bellay, p. 25, &c
¢ P. Mart. Ep. 747. Mem. de Bellay, ;3.

O3 intereft,
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intereft, was fo little able to conceal his para
tiality, that, if Francis had not been well ac-
quainted with his haughty and vindictive tem-
per, he would have declined his mediation.
Much time was {pent in inquiring who had be-
gun hoftilities, which Wolley affected to repre-
fent as the principal point; and by throwing
the blame of that on Francis, he hoped to juttify,
by the treaty of London, any alliance into which
his mafter thould enter with Charles. The con-
ditions on which hoftilities might be terminated,
came next to be confidered ; but with regard
to thefe, the Emperor’s propofals were fuch as
difcovered either that he was utterly averfe to
peace, or that he knew Wolfey would approve
of whatever terms fhould be offered in his name.
He demanded the reftitution of the dutchy of
Burgundy, a province, the poffeffion of which
would. have given him accefs into the heart of
the kingdom ; and required a difcharge of the
homage due to the crown of France for the
counties of Flanders and Artois, which none of
his anceftors had ever refufed, and which he
had bound himfelf by the treaty of Noyon ta
renew. Thefe terms, to which an high-fpirited
prince would {carcely have liftened, after the
difafters of the moft unfortunate war, Francis
rejeCted with great difdain ; and Charles thew-
ing no inclination to comply with the more
equal and moderate propofitions of the French

monarch,



EMPEROR CHARLES V.

monarch, that he fhould reftore Navarre to its
lawful prince, and withdraw his troops from
the fiege of Tournay, the congreis broke up
without any other effeét than that which attends
unfuccefsful negociations, the exafperating of
the parties, whom it was intended to reconcile <.

Durine the continuance of the congrefs,
Wolfey, on pretence that the Emperor himfelf
would be more willing to make reafonable con-
ceflions than his minifters, made an excurfion
to Bruges, to meet that monarch. He was
received by Charles, who knew his vanity, with
as much refpeét and magnificence as if he had
been king of England. But inftead of advan-
cing the treaty of peace by this interview,
Wolfey, in his mafter’s name, concluded a
league with the Emperor againft Francis; in
which it was ftipulated, that Charles fhould in-
vade France on the fide of Spain, and Henry
in Picardy, each with an army of forty thoufand
men; and that, in order to ftrengthen their
union, Charles fhould efpoufethe Princefs Mary,
Henry’s only child, and the apparent heir of his
dominions®. Henry produced no better rea-
fons for this meafure, equally unjuft and impo-
litick, than the article in the treaty of London,

4 P, Mart. Ep. 739. Herbert.
¢ Rymer, Feeder. xiii. Herbert,
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take arms againit the French King as the firft
aggreffor; and the injury which he alleged
Francis had done him, in permitting the duke
of Albany, the head of a faftion in Scotland,
which oppofed his intereft, to return into that
kingdom. He was influenced, however, by
other confiderations. The advantages which
accrued to his fubje@s from maintaining an
exaét neutrality, or the honour that refulted to
himfelf from aéting as the arbiter between the
contending princes, appeared to his youthful
imagination fo inconfiderable, when compared
with the glory which Charles and Francis reaped
from leading armies or conquering provinces,
that he determined to remain no longer in a
ftate of inativity. Having once taken this re-
folution, his inducements to prefer an alliance
with Charles were obvious. He had no claim
upon any part of that Prince’s dominions, moft
of which were fo fituated, that he could not
attack them without great difficulty and dif-
advantage ; whereas feveral maritime provinces
of France had been long in the hands of the
Englith monarchs, whofe pretenfions, even to
the crown of that kingdom, were not as yet
altogether forgotten ; and the poffeffion of Ca-
lais not only gave him eafy accefs into fome of
thefe provinces, but in cafe of any difafter, af-

' forded
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forded him a fecure retreat. While Charles Boox Il

attacked France upon one frontier, Henry flat-
~ tered himfelf that he would find little refitance
on the other, and that the glory of re-annexing

to the crown of England the ancient inheritance

of its monarchs on the continent, was referved
for his reign. Wolfey artfully encouraged thefe
vain hopes, which led his mafter into fuch mea-
fures as were moft fubfervient to his own fecret
fchemes; and the Englith, whofe hereditary
animofity againft the French was apt to rekindle
on every occafion, did not difapprove of the
martial fpirit of their fovereign.

MeanwriLe the league between the Pope
and Emperor produced great effeéts in Italy,
and rendered Loombardy the chief theatre of
war. There was, at that time, fuch contrariety
between the charaéter of the French and Ira-
lians, that the latter fubmitted to the govern-
ment of the former with greater impatience,
than they expreffed under the dominion of other
foreigners. The phlegm of the Germans and
gravity of the Spaniards, fuited their jealous
temper and ceremonious manners better than
the French gaiety, too prone to gallantry, and
too little attentive to decorum. Lewis XII.
however, by the equity and gentlenefs of his
adminiftration, and by granting the Milanefe

more
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Boox II. more extenfive privileges than thofe they had
T enjoyed under their native princes, had over-
come, in a great meafure, their prejudices, and
reconciled them to the French government.
Francis, on recovering that dutchy, did not

imitate the example of his predeceflfor. Though

too generous himfelf to opprefs his people, his
boundlefs confidence in his favourites, and his
negligence in examining into the conduét of

thofe whom he entrulted with power, embol-

dened them to venture upon many acts of

The Uik oppreflion. Th‘? government of Milan was
gofted with committed by him to-Odet de Foix, Mare.
theawench chal de Lautrec, another brother of Madame
g i de Chateau-Briand, an officer of great expe-
rience and reputation, but haughty, imperious,
rapacious, and incapable either of liftening to

advice, or of bearing contradiction. His info-

lence and exaltions totally alienated the affec-

tions of the Milanefe from France, drove many

of the confiderable citizens into banifhment,

and forced others to retire for their own fafety.

Among the laft was Jerome Moroné, vice-
chancellor of Milan, a2 man whofe genius for

intrigue and enterprize diftinguithed him in an

age and country, where violent factions, as well

as frequent revolutions, affording great fcope

#r fuch talents, produced or called them forth

in great abundance. He repaired to Francis

Sforza,



EMPEROR CHARLES V. 203

Sforza, whofe brother Maximilian he had be- Boox 1L
trayed ; and fufpedting the Pope’s intention of .
attacking the Milanefe, although his treaty with
the Emperor was not yet made publick, he
propofed to Leo, in name of Sforza, a fcheme
for furprizing feveral places in that dutchy by
means of the exiles, who, from hatred to the
French, and from attachment to their former
mafters, were ready for any defperate enter-
prize. Leo not only encouraged the attempt,
but advanced a confiderable fum towards the
execution of it; and when through unforefeen
accidents it failed of fuccefs in every part, he
allowed the exiles, who had affembled in a body,
to retire to Reggio, which belonged at that time
to the church. The Marechal de Foix, who
eommanded at Milan in abfence of his brother
Lautrec, who was then in France, tempted with
the hopes of catching at once as in a fnare, all
the avowed enemies of his mafter’s government
in that country, ventured to march into the
ecclefiaftical territories, and to inveft Reggio.
But the vigilance and good conduét of Guic-
ciardini the hiftorian, governor of that place,
obliged the French general to abandon the en-
terprize with difgrace’. Leo, on receiving this e pope
intelligence, with which he was highly pleafed, i

W ] I againft
as it furnithed him a decent pretext for a rup- teaacis

1524,

June 24.

f Guic, lib, xiv. 183, Mem, de Bellay, p. 38, &c.
tura
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ture with France, immediately affembled the

confiftory of Cardinals. ~ After complaining bit-

terly of the hoftile intentions of the French
King, and magnifying the Emperor’s zeal for
the church, of which he had given a recent
proof by his proceedings againft Luther, he
declared that he was conftrained in felf-defence,
and as the only expedient for the fecurity of
the ecclefiaftical ftate, to join his arms to thofe
of that pringe. For this purpofe, he now pre-
tended to conclude a treaty with Don John
Manuel, although it* had really been figned
fome months before this time;.and he pub-
lickly excommunicated De Foix, as an impious
invader of St. Peter’s patrimony.

Lro had already begun preparations for war
by taking into pay a confiderable body of
Swifs ; but the Imperial troops advanced fo
flowly from Naples and Germany, that it was
the middle of autumn before the army took the
field under the command of Profper Colonna,
the moft eminent of the Italian generals, whofe
extreme caution, the effect of long experience
in the art of war, were oppofed with great pro-
priety to the impetuofity of the French, In
the mean time, De Foix difpatched courier
after courier to inform the King of the danger
which was approaching. Francis, whofe forces

WEre
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were either employed in the Low Countries, or Boox IL
affembling on the frontiers of Spain, and who
did not expe fo fudden an attack in that
quarter, fent ambaffadors to his allies the Swifs,
to procure from them the immediate levy of an
additional body of troops; and commanded
Lautrec to repair forthwith to his government.
That general, who was well acquainted with
the great neglect of ceconomy in the adminiftra-
tion of the King’s finances, and who knew how
much the troops in the Milanefe had already
fuffered from the want of their pay, refufed to
{fet out, unlefs the {fum of three hundred thou-
fand crowns was immediately put into his hands,
But the King, Louife of Savoy, his mother,
and Semblancy, the fuperintendent of finances,
having promifed, even with an oath, that on
his arrival at Milan he fhould find remittances
for the fum which he demanded; wupon the
faith of this, he departed. Unhappily for
France, Louife, a woman deceitful, vindictive,
rapacious, and capable of facrificing any ‘thing
to the gratification of her paflions, but who had
acquired an abfolute afcendant over her fon by
her maternal tendernefs, her care of his edu-
cation, and her great abilitics, was refolved not
to perform this promife. Lautrec having in-
curred her difpleafure by his haughtinefs in
neglecting to pay court to her, and by the free-

dom

1521,
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Boox I. dom with which he had talked concerning fome
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of her adventures in gallantry, the, in order to
deprive him of the honour which he might have
gained by a fuccefsful defence of the Milanefe,
feized the three hundred thoufand crowns def-
tined for that fervice, afld detained them for her
own ufe. '

Lavrree, notwithftanding this cruel difap-
pointment, found means to affemble a confi-
derable army, though far inferior in number to
that of the confederates. He adopted the plan
of defence moft fuitable to his fituation, avoid-
ing a pitched battle with the greateft care,
while he haraffed the enemy continually with
his light troops, beat up their quarters, inter-
cepted their convoys, and covered or relieved
every place which they attempted to attack. By
this prudent conduét, he not only retarded their
progrefs, but would have foon wearied out the
Pope, who had hitherto defrayed almoft the
whole expence of the war, as the Emperor,
whofe revenues in Spain were diffipated during
the commotions in that country, and who was
obliged to fupport a numerous army in the
Netherfands, could not make any confiderable
remittances into Italy. But an unforefeen acci-
dent difconcerted all his meafures, and occa-
fioned a fatal reverfe in the French affairs. A

body
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body of twelve thoufand Swifs ferved in Lau- Boox II.
trec’s army under the banners of the republick,
with which France was in alliance. By a law,
no lefs political than humane, eitablithed among
the cantons, their troops were not hired out by
publick authority to beth the contending par-
ties in any war. This law, the love of gain
had fometimes eluded, and private perfons had
been allowed to enlift in what fervice they
pleafed, though not under the publick banners,
but under thofe of their officers. The Cardinal
of Sion, who ftill preferved his intereft among
his countrymen, and his enmity to France, ha-
ving prevailed on them to permit a levy of this
kind, twelve thoufand Swifs joined the army of
the confederates. The cantons, when they faw
fo many of their countrymen marching under
hoftile ftandards, and ready to deftroy each other,
became fo fenfible of the infamy to which they
would be expofed, as well as the lofs they might
fuffer, that they difpatched couriers, command-
ing their people to leave both armies, and ro
return forthwith into their own country. The
Cardinal of Sion, however, had the addrefs, by
corrupting the meflengers appointed to carry
this order, to prevent it from being delivered
to the Swils in the fervice of the confederates ;
but being intimated in due form to thofe in
the French army, they, fatigued with the length
of the campaign, and murmuring for want of

Pay,

1521,
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Boox II. pay, inftantly yiclded obedience, in fpite of

15-1.  Lautrec’s remonftrances and intreaties.

Arrer the defertion of a body which formed
the ftrength of his army, Lautrec durft no
longer face the confederates. He retired to-
wards Milan, encamped on the banks of the
Adda, and placed his chief hopes of fafety in
preventing the enemy from pafling the rivers
an expedient for defending a country f{o preca.
rious, that there are few examples of its being
employed with fuccels againft any general of

Beome  experience or abilities. Accordingly Colonna,
Tfuﬂ.:: # notwithftanding Lautrec’s vigilance and a&ivity,
pafled the Adda with little lofs, ‘and obliged

him to fhut himfelf up within the walls of

Milan, which the confederates were preparing

to befiege when an unknown perfon, who never
afterwards appeared either to boaft of this fer-

vice, or to claim a reward for it, came from the

city and acquainted Morong, that if the army

would advance that night, the Ghibelline or
Imperial fattion would put them in poflfeffion

of one of the gates. Colonna, though no friend

to rafh enterprizes, allowed the marquis de

Pefcara to advance with the Spanith infantry,

and he himfelf followed with the reft of his

troops. About the beginning of night, Pefcara

arriving at the Roman gate in the fuburbs,
furprized
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‘furprized the foldiers whom he found there;
thofe poited in the fortifications adjoining to
it, immediately fled; the marquis, feizing the
works which they abandoned, and puthing for-
ward inceflantly, though with no lfs caution
than i?igou'r, became mafter of the city with
lictle bloodfhed, and almoft without refiftance ;
the vittors being as much aftonifhed as the van-
quithed at the facility and fuccefs of the attempt.
Lautrec retired precipictarely towards the Vene-
tian territories with the remains of his fhattered
army ;5 the cities of the Milanefe, following the
fate of the capital, furrendered to the confede-
rates; Parma and Placentia were united to the
ecclefiaftical ftate, and of all their conquefts in
Lombardy, only the town of Cremona, the
caftle of Milan, and a few inconfiderable forts
remained in the hands of the French®.

Lro received the accounts of this rapid fuc-
ceffion of profperous events with fuch tranfports
of joy, as brought on (if we may believe the

209
Bog I1.
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French hiftorians) a flight fever, which being

negletted, occafioned his death on the fecond
of December, while he was ftill of a vigorous
age, and at the height of his glory. By this

2 Guic, I, xiv. 190, &c. Mem. de Bellay, 42, &c. Ga-
leacii Capella de reb. geft, pro reftitut. Fran, Sforiia
Comment, ap. Scardium, vol, ii, 180, &c.

Vou. I 3 unexpefed



210

Boox II.

e )
1521,

15212,

Adrian
elefted
Pope,

THE REIGN OF THE

unexpe&ed accident, the fpirit of the confeds-
racy was broken, and its operations fufpended.
The Cardinals of Sion and Medici left the
army that they might be prefent in the con-
clave ; the Swifs were recalled by their fupe-
riors; fome other mercenaries difbanded for
want of pays; and only the Spaniards, and a
few Germans in the Emperor’s fervice, remained
to defend the Milanefe. But Lautrec, deftitute
both of men and of money, was unable to ims=
prove this favourable opportunity in the manner

~which he would have withed. The vigilance

of Moroné, and the good conduct of Colonna,

difappointed his feeble attempts on the Mila-

nefe. Guicciardini, by his addrefs and valour,
repulfed a bolder and more dangerous attack
which he made on Parma".

GreaT difcord prevailed in the conclave,
which followed upon Leo’s death, and all

‘the arts natural to men grown old in in-
trigue, when contending for a prize fo valu-

able, were praltiled. Wolley’s name, notwith-
ftanding all the Emperor’s magnificent promifes
to favour his pretenfions, of which that prelate
did not fail to remind him, was hardly men-
tioned in the conclave., Julio Cardinal de Me-
dici, Leo’s nephew, who was more eminent than

b Guic. I. xiv, 214,

Ay
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any other member of the facred college for his Boox 1
abilities, his wealth, and his experience intranfe .5,
a@ing great affairs, had already fecured fifteen
voices, a number fufficient, according to the
forms of the conclave, to exclude any other
candidate, though not to carry his own eletion.
All the old cardinals combined againft him,
without being united in favour of any other
perfon. While thefe fadtions were endeavour-
ing to gain, to corrupt, or to weary out each
other, ‘Medici and his adherents voted one
morning at the fcrutiny, which according to
form was made every day, for Cardinal Adrian
of Utrecht, who at that time governed Spain
in the Emperor’s name. This they did merely
to protract time. But the adverfe party in-
ftantly clofing with them, to their own amaze-
ment and that of all Europe, a ftranger to Jtaly,
unknown to the perfons who gave their fuffrages
in his favour, and unacquainted with the man-
ners of the people, or the intereft of the ftare,
the government of which they conferred upon
him, was unanimoufly raifed to the papal throne, Jsnuery .
at a juncture f{o delicate and critical, as would
have demanded all the fagacity and experience
of one of the moft able prelates in the facred
college. The Cardinals themfelves, unable to
give a reafon for this ftrange choice, on account
of which, as they marched in proceflion from

P2 the
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the conclave, they were loaded with infults and
curfes by the Roman people, afcribed it to an
immediate impulfe of the Holy Ghoft. It may
be imputed with greater certainty to the influ-
ence of Don John Manuel, the Imperial am-
baffador, who by his addrefs and intrigues faci.
litated the eleion of a perfon devoted to his
mafter’s fervice, from gratitude, from intereft,

and from inclination %

Besipe the influence which Charles acquired
by Adrian’s promotion, it threw great luftre on
his adminiftration. To beftow on his preceptor
fuch a noble recompence, and to place on the
papai throne a creature whom he had raifed, -
were alts of uncommon magnificence and power.
Francis obferved, with the fenfibility of a rival,
the pre-eminence which he was gaining, and
refolved to exert himfelf with frefh vigour, in
order to wreft from him his late conquefts in
Italy. The Swifs, that they might make fome
reparation to the French King, for having with-
drawn their troops from his army fo unfeafon-
ably, as to occafion the lofs of the Milanefe,
permitted him to levy ten thoufand men in the
republick, Together with this reinforcement,

! Herm, Moringi Vita Hadriani ap. Cafp. Burman. in
Anale@. de Hadr. p. 52,  Conclave Hadr, Ibid. p.
144, &c,

Lautrec
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Lautrec received from the King a {mall fum of
money, which enabled him once more to take
the field, and after feizing by furprize, or force,
feveral places in the Milanefe, to advance within
a few miles of the capital. The confederate
army was in no condition to obftruct his pro-
grefs; for though the inhabitants of Milan, by
the artifices of Moroné, and by the popular de-
clamations of a monk whom he employed, were
inflamed with fuch enthufiaftick zeal againft the
French government, that they confented to
raife extraordinary contributions, Colonna muft
foon have abandoned the advantageous camp
which he had chofen at Bicocca, and have dif-
miffed his troops for want of pay, if the Swifs
in the French fervice had not once more extri-
cated him out of his difficulties,

Tue infolence or caprice of that people
were often no lefs fatal to their friends, than
their valour and difcipline were formidable to
their enemies, Having now ferved fome months
without pay, of which they complained loudly,
a fum deftined for their ufe was fent from France
under a convoy of horfe ; but Moroné, whofe
vigilant eye nothing efcaped, pofted a body of
troops in their way, fo that the party which ef-
corted the money durft not advance. On receiv-
ing intelligence of this, the Swifsloft all patience,

P3 and
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and officers as well as foldiers crowding around
Lautrec, threatened with one voice inftantly to
retire, if he did not either advance the pay
which was due, or promife to lead them next
morning to battle. In vain did Lautrec remon-
ftrate againft thefe demands, reprefenting to
them the impoffibility of the former, and the
rathnefs of the latter, which muft be attended
with certain deftruction, as the enemy occupied
a camp naturally of great ftrength, and which
by art they had rendered almoft inacceflible.
The Swifs, deaf to reafon, and perfuaded that
their valour was capable of furmounting every
obf’tacle renewed their demand with greater
fiercenefs, offering themfelyes to form the van-
guard, and to begin the attack, Lautrec,
unable to overcome their obftinacy, complied
with their requeft, hoping, perhaps, that fome
of thofe unforefeen accidents which fo often
determine the fate of battles, might crown this
fath’ enterprize with undeferved fuccefs; and
convinced that the effeéts of a defeat could not
be more fatal than thofe which would certainly
follow upon the retreat of a body which com-
pofed one half of his army. Next morning the
Swifs were early in the field, and marched with
the greateft intrepidity againft an enemy deeply
intrenched on every fide, furroundcd with artil-
}.ry, and prepared to receive them., As they

advanced,
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advanced, they fuftained a furious cannonade Booxk -
with great firmnefs, and without waiting for AT
their own artillery, rufhed impetuoufly upon
the intrenchments. Bur after incredible efforts
of valour, which were feconded with great fpiric
by the French, having loft their braveft officers
and beft foldiers, and finding that they could
make no impreflion on the enemy’s works, they -
founded a retreat ; leaving the field of battle,
however, like men repulfed, but not vanquithed,
in clofe array, and without receiving any mo-
leftation from the enemy,

1522

Nexr day, fuch as furvived fet out for their Diivenont
- ; of the Mia
own country ; and Lautrec, defpairing of being juete,
able to make any farther refiftance, retired into
France, after throwing garrifons into Cremona,
and a few other places; all which, except thé
citadel of Cremona, Colonna foon obliged to
furrender. "

Genoa, however, and its territories, remain-'
ing fubjeét to France, ftill gave Francis confi-
derable footing in ltaly, and made it eafy for
him to execute any fcheme for the recovery of
the Milanefe. But Colonna, rendered enter-
prizing by continual fuccefs, and excited by the
folicitations of the faction of the Adorni, the
hereditary enemices of the Fregofi, who under

P 4 the
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the proteftion of France pofiefled the chief
authority in Genoa, determined to attempt the
redution of that ftate; and accomplifhed it
with amazing facilicy. He became mafter of
Genoa by an accident as unexpected as that
which had given him poffefiion of Milan; and
almoft: without oppofition or bleodthed; the
power of the Adorni and the authority of the
Emperor were eftablifhed in Genoa *

Sucu a cruel fucceffion of misfortunes affected
Francis with deep concern, which was not 3.
little augmented by the unexpected arrival of
an Englith herald, who, in the name of his

Aovereign, declared war in form againft France.

This ftep was taken in confequence of the treaty
which Wolfey had concluded with the Emperor
at Bruges, and which had hitherto been kept.
fecret. Francis, though he had reafon to be
furprized with this denynciation, after having
been at fuch pains to footh Henry and to gain
his minifter, received the herald with greap
eompofure and dignity '; and without abandons
g any of the {chemes which he was forming
againft the Emperor, began vigorous prepara-
tions for refifting this new enemy. His trea-
fury, however, being exhapfted by the éfforty

& Jovii Vita Fc;dm. Davali, p, 344 Guic, ! xiv. 233,
! Journal de Louife de Savoie, P 199

g which
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which be had already made, as well as by the Boox I

fums he expended on his pleafures, he had re-
courfe to extraordinary expedients for fupplying
it. Several new offices were created, and ex-
pofed to fale the royali demefnes were alien-
ated; unufual taxes were impofed ; and the
tomb. of St. Martin was ftripped of a rail of
maflive filver, with which Louis XI. in one of
his fits of devotion had encircled it. By means
of thefe expedients he was enabled to levy a
confiderable army, and to put the frontier towns
in a good pofture of defence.

Tue Emperor, meanwhile, was no lefs foli-
citous to draw as much advantage as poflible
from the acceffion of fuch a powerful ally ; and.

1522

Charles
vilits Engs
land.

the profperous fituation of his affairs, at this

time, permitting him' to fet out for Spain, where
his prefence was extremely neceflary, he vifited
the court of England in his way to that coun-
try. He propofed by this interview not only
to ftrengthen the bonds of friendfhip which
united him with Henry, and to excite him to
pufh the war againft France with vigour, but
hoped to remove any difguft or refentment that
Wolfey might have conceived on account of the
cruel difappointment which he had met with in
the late conclave. His fuccefs exceeded his
moft fanguine expectations; and by his artful

' addrefs,
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addrefs, during a refidence of fix weeks in
England, he gained not only the King and the
minifter, but the nation itfelf. Henry, whofe
vanity was fenfibly flattered by fuch a vifit, as
well as by the ftudied refpet with which the
Emperor treated him on every occafion, entered
warmly into all his fchemes. The Cardinal,
forefeeing from Adrian’s age and infirmities, a
fudden vacancy in the papal fee, diffembled or
forgot his refentment; and as Charles, belides
augmenting the penfions which he had already
fettled on him, renewed his promife of favour-
ing his pretenfions to the papacy, with all his in-
tereft, he endeavoured to merit the former, and
to fecure the accomplithment of the latter, by
frefh fervices. The nation, fharing in the glory
of its monarch, and pleafed with the confidence
which the Emperor placed in the Englifh, by
creating the earl of Surrey his high-admiral,
difcovered no lefs inclination to commence hofti-
lities than Henry himfelf,

In order to give Charles, before he left Eng-
land, a proof of this general ardour, Surrey
failed with fuch forces as were ready, and ra-
vaged the coafts of Normandy. He then made
a defcent on Bretagne, where he plundered and
burnt Morlaix, and fome other places of lefs
confequence. After thefe flight excurfions, at

tended
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tended with greater difhonour than damage to Book 1L
France, he repaired to Calais, and took the com-
mand of the principal army, confifting of fixteen
thoufand men; with which, having joined the
Flemifh troops under the count de Buren, he
advanced into Picardy. The army which Fran-
cis had affembled, was far inferior in number
to thefe united bodies. But during the long with linle
wars between the two nations, the French had <™
difcovered the proper method of defending their

country againft the Englith, They had been

taught by their misfortunes to avoid a pitched

battle with the utmoft care, and to endeavour,

by throwing garrifons into every place capable

of refiftance, by watching all the enemy’s mo-

tions, by intercepting their convoys, attacking

their advanced pofts, and harafling them con-
tinually with their numerous cavalry, to ruin

them with the length of the war, or to beat

them by piece-meal. This plan the duke of
Vendome, the French general in Picardy, pur-

fued with no lefs prudence than fuccefs; and

not only prevented Surrey from taking any town

of importance, but. obliged him to retire with

his army greatly reduced by fatigue, by want

of provifions, and by the lofs which it had fuf-

tained in feveral unfuccefsful fkirmithes, '

1523.
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Boox I. ~ Trus ended the fecond campaign in a war

“";;;'_"‘ the moft general that hitherto had been kindled
in Europe ; and though Francis, by his mother’s
ill-timed refentment, by the difgufting infolence
of his general, and the caprice of the mercenary
troops which he employed, had loft his con-
qucé)s in Italy, yet all the powers combined
againft him had not been able to make any
imprefiion on his hereditary dominions; and
wherever they either intended or attempted an
attack, lie was'well prepared to receive them.

Solymans Waice the Chriftian princes were thus waft-
ol ing each other’s ftrength, Solyman the Magni-
ficent entered Hungary with a numerous army,
and invefting Belgrade, which was deemed the
chief barrier of that kingdom againft the
Turkifth arms, foon forced it to furrender. En-
couraged by this f{uccefs, he turned his victo-
rious arms againft the ifland of Rhodes, the
feat, at that time, of the knights of St. John
of Jerufalem. This fmall ftate he attacked
with fuch- a numerous army, as the lords of
Afia have been accuftomed in every age to
bring into the field. Two hundred thoufand
men, and a fleet of four hundred fail appeared
againft a town defended by a garrifon confifting
of five thoufand foldiers, and fix hundred
knights, under the command of Villiers de

L’ifle
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L’ile Adam, the grand mafter, whofe wifdom Boox IL.
and valour rendered him worthy of that ftation 5,
at fuch a dangerous juncture. No {ooner did
he begin to fufpeét the deftination of Solyman’s
vaft armaments, than bhe difpatched meflengers
to all the Chriftian courts, imploring their aid
againft the common enemy. But though every
prince in that age acknowledged Rhodes to be
the great bulwark of Chriftendom in the eaft,
and trufted to the gallantry of its knights as
the belt fecurity againft the progrefs of the
Ottoman arms; though Adrian, with a zeal
which became the head and father of the church,
exhorted the contending powers to forget their
private quarrels, and by uniting their arms, to
prevent the infidels from deftroying a fociety
which did honour to the Chriftian name; yet fo
violent and implacable was the animofity of
both parties, that, regardlefs of the danger to
which they expofed all Europe, and unmoved
by the intreaties of the grand mafter, or the
admonitions of the Pope, they fuffered Soly-
man to carry on his operations againft Rhodes
without difturbance. The grand mafter, after
incredible efforts of courage, of patience, and
of military condu& during a fiege of fix months;
after fuftaining many affaults, and difputing
every poft with amazing obftinacy, was obliged
at laft to yicld to numbers, and having ob-

tained
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Boox II. tained an honourable capitulation from the

1522,

Sultan, who admired and refpected his virtue,
he furrendered the town, which was reduced to
a heap of rubbifh, and deftitute of every re-
fource®, Charles and Francis, afthamed of ha-
ving occafioned fuch a lofs to Chriftendom by
their ambitious contefts, endeavoured to throw
the blame of it on each other, while all Europe,
with greater juftice, imputed it equally to both,
The Emperor, by way of reparation, granted
the knights of St. John the fmall ifland of
Malta, in which they fixed their refidence, re-
taining, though with lefs power and fplendour,
their ancient {pirit, and implacable enmity to
the Infidels,

™ Fontanus de Bello Rhodio ap. Scard. Script, Rer,
German, Vol. ii. p, 88, P. Barre, Hift, d’Allem; tom. viif,
57
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HARLES, having had the fatisfattion p .o
of feeing hoftilities begun between France o~
and England, took leave of Henry, and arrived 722
in Spain on the feventeenth of June. He found i Cafil
that country juft beginning to recover order and
ftrength after the miferies of a civil war,to which
it had been expofed during his abfence; an ac-
count of the rife and progrefs of which, as it was
but little connected with the other events which
happened in Europe, hath been referved to this
lace,
P No
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No fooner was it known that the Cortes afs
fembled in Galicia had voted the Emperor
free gift, without obtaining the redrefs of any
one grievance, than it excited univerfal indig-
nation. The citizens of Toledo, who conflidered
themfelves, on account of the great privileges
which they enjoyed, as guardians of the liberties
of the Caftilian commons, finding that no re-
gard was paid to the remonftrances of their de-
puties againft that unconflitutional grant, took
arms with tumultuary violence, and feizing the
gates of the city which were fortified, attacked
the al cazar, or caftle, which they foon obliged
the governor to furrender. Emboldened by this
fuccefs, they deprived of all authority every per-
fon whom they fufpected of any attachment to
the court, eftablifhed a popular form of govern-
ment, compofed of deputies from the feveral
parifhes in the city, and levied troops in their
own defence. The. chief leader of the people
in thefe infurrections was don John de Padilla,
the eldeft fon of the commendador of Caftile, a
young nobleman of a generous temper, of un-
daunted courage, and poffefied of the talents as
well as of the ambition which, in times of civil
difcord, raife men to power and eminence®.

& Sandov. p. 77
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produced effeéts ftill more fatal. Tordefillas,
one of their reprefentatives in the late Cortes,
had voted for the donative ; and being a bold
and haughty man, ventured; upon his return, to
call together his fellow-citizens in the great
church, that he might give them, according to
cuftom, an account of his conduct in that af-
fembly. But the multitude, unable to bear his
infolence, in attempting to juftify what they
thoughtinexcufable, burft open the gates of the
church with the utmoft fury, and feizing the
unhappy Tordefillas, dragged him through the
ftreets, with a thoufand curfes and infults, to-
wards the place of publick execution. In vain
did the dean and canons come forth in proceffion
with the holy facrament, in order to appeafe their
rage. In vain did the monks of thofe mona-
fteries by which they paffed, conjure them on
their knees to {pare his life, or at leaft to allow
him time to confefs, and to receive abfolution
of his fins, Without liftening to the dictates
either of humanity or religion, they cried out,
*“ That the hangman alone could abfolve fuch
a traitor to his country;” they hurried him
along with greater violence ; and perceiving that
he had expired under their hands, they hung
him up with his head downwards on the com-

Vou. 1L Q.

mon

1522.
Of Scgovias
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mon gibbet®. The fame fpirit feized the inrha-
bitants of Burgos, Zamora, and feveral other
cities ; and though their reprefentatives, taking
warning from the fate of Tordefillas, had been
fo wife as to fave themfelves by a timely flight,
they were burnt in effigy, their houfes razed to
the ground, and their effects confumed with fire;
and fuch was the horror which the people had
conceived againft them as betrayers of the pub-
lick liberty, that not one in thofe licentious mul-
titudes would touch any thing, however va-
lIuable, which had belonged to them®.

Apriax, at that time regent of Spain, had
fcarcely fixed the feat of his government at Valla-
dolid, when he was alarmed with an account of
thefe infurrections. He immediately aflembled
the council to deliberate concerning the proper
method of fupprefling them. The counfellors
ditfered in opinien; fome infifting that it was
neceffary to check this audacious fpirit in itsin-
fancy by a fevere execution of juftice ; others
advifing to treat with lenity a people who had
fome reafon to be incenfed, and not to drive them
beyond all the bounds of duty by an ill-timed
rigour. The fentiments of the former being
warmly {upported by the archbifhop of Granada,

b P. Martyr. Ep. 671.
® Sandov.103. P. Mart, Ep, 674,

preﬁdent'




EMPEROR CHARLES V.

prefident of the council, a perfon of great au-
thority, but cholerick and impetuous, were ap-
proved of by Adrian, whole zeal to fupport his
mafter’s authority hurried him into a meafure,
to which, from his natural caution and timidity,
he would otherwife have been averfe. He com-
manded Ronquillo, one of the King’s judges,
to repair inftantly to Segovia, which had fet the
firft example of mutiny, and to proceed againit
the delinquents accordmg to law ; and left the
people fhould be fo outrageous as to refift his
authority, a confiderable body of troops was
appointed to attend him. The Segovians, fore-
feeing what thiey might expect from a judge fo
well known for his auftere and unforgiving tem-
per, took arms with one confent, and having
muftered twelve thoufand men, fhut their gates
againft him. Ronquillo, enraged at this infult,
denounced them rebels and outlaws; and his
troops feizing all the avenues to the town,
hoped that it would foon be obliged to furrender
for want of provifions. The inhabitants, how-
ever, defended themfelves with vigour, and hav-
ing reccived a confiderable reinforcement from

Toledo, under the command of Padilla, attacked -

Ronquille, and forced him to retire, with the
lofs of his baggage and military cheft?,

¢ Sandov. 1132. P. Mart, Ep. 679. Miniana, Contin,
P. 15,
Q. 2 Uron
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Uron this Adrian ordered Antonio de Fonfeca,
whom the emperor had appointed commander
in chief of the forces in Caftile, to affemble an
army, and to befiege Segovia in form. But the

inhabitants of Medina del Campo, where Cardi-
nal Ximenes had eftablithed a vaft magazine of

military ftores, would not fuffer him to draw
from it a train of battering cannon, or to deftroy
their countrymen with thofe arms which had
been prepared againft the enemies of the king-
dom. Fonfeca, who could not execute his orders
without artillery, determined to feize the maga-
zine by force, and the citizens ftanding on their
defence, he aflaulted the town with great brifk-
nefs: But his trcops were fo warmly received,
that defpairing of carrying the place, he fet fire
to fome of the houfes, in hopes that the citizens
would abandon the walls, in order to fave their
families andeffects. Inftead of that, the expedient
to which he had recourfe ferved only to increafe
their fury, and he was repulfed with great in-
famy, while the flames fpreading from ftreet to
ftreet, reduced to athes almoft the whole town,
one of the moft confiderable at that time in
Spain, and the great mart for the manufatures
of Segovia, and feveral other cities. As the
warehoufes were then filled with goods. for the
approaching fair, the lofs was immenfe, and was
fele univerfally, ‘This, added to the impreffion

which
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which fuch a cruel a&tion made on a people long
unaccuftomed to the horrors of civil war, en-
raged the Caftilians almoft to madnefs. Fonfeca
became the objeét of general indignation, and
was branded with the name of incendiary, and
enemy to his country. Even the citizens of
Valladolid, whom the prefence of the cardinal
had hitherto reftrained, declared that they could
no longer remain inative fpetators of the fuffer-
ings of their countrymen, Taking arms with
no lefs fury than the other cities, they burnt
Fonfeca’s houfe to the ground, eleCted new ma-
giftrates, raifed foldiers, appointed officers to
command them, and guarded their walls with
as much diligence as if an enemy had been
ready to attack them,

Tre Cardinal, though virtuous and difinte-
refted, and capable of governing the kingdom
with honour in times of tranquillity, poffeffed
neither the courage nor fagacity neceflary at fuch
a dangerous junéture. Finding himfelf unable
to check thefe outrages committed under his
own eye, he attempted to appeafe the people,
by protefting that Fonfeca had exceeded his

229
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orders, and had by his rath condu& offended °

him, as much as he had injured them. This
condefcenfion, the effe&t of irrefolution and ti-
midity, rendered the malecontents bolder and

Q3 more
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more infolent; and the Cardinal having foon
after recalled Fonfeca, and difmiffed his troops,
which he could no longer afford to pay, as the
treafury, drained by the rapacioufnefs of the
Flemifh minifters, had received no fupply from
the great cities, which were all in arms, the
people were left at full liberty to act without
controul, and fcarcely any fhadow of power re-
mained in his hands.

Nor were the proceedings of the commons
the effe@s merely of popular and tumultuary
rage; they aimed at obtaining redrefs of their
political grievances, and an eftablithment of
publick liberty on a fecure bafis, objects Worthy
of all the zeal which they difcovered in con-
tending for them. The feudal government in
Spain was at that time in a ftate more favour-
able to liberty than in any other of the greét
European kingdoms. This was owing chiefly
to the number of great cities in that country,
a circumftance 1 have already taken notice of,
and which contributes more than any other to
mitigate the rigour of the feudal inftitutions, and
to introduce a more liberal and equal form of
government. The inhabitants of every city
formed a great corporation, with valuable immu-
nities and privileges; they were delivered from
a flate of fubje¢tion and vaflalage ; they were

admitted
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admitted to a confiderable fhare in the legifla-
ture; they acquired the arts of induitry, with-
out which cities cannot fublift ; they accumu-
lated wealth, by engaging in commerce ; and
being free and independent themfelves, were the
guardians of the publick freedom and indepen-
dence. The genius of the internal government
eftablifhed in cities, which even in countries
where defpotick power prevails moft, isdemocra-
tical and republican, rendered the idea of liberty
familiar and dear to them. Their reprefentatives
in the Cortes were accuftomed, with equal fpirir,
to check the encroachments of the King, and the
oppreflion of the nobles. They endeavoured to
extend the privileges of their own order ; they
laboured to fhake off the remaining incum-
brances with which the feudal tytanny had bur-
dened them; and confcious of being one of the
moft confiderable orders in the ftate, were am-
bitious of becoming the moft powerful.

The prefent juncture appeared favourable for
puthing any new claim. Their foverecign was
abfent from his dominions; by the ill-conduct
of his minifters he had loft the efteem and affec-
tion of his fubjects ; the people exafperated by
many injuries had taken arms, though without
concert, almoft by general confent; they were
animated with rage capable of carrying them to

Q4 the
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the moft violent extremes; the royal treafury
was exhaufted; the kingdom deftitute of troops;
and the government committed to a ftranger, of
great yirtue indeed, but of abilities unequal to
{uch a truft. The firft care of Padilla, and the
other popular leaders who obferved and deter-
mined to improve thefe circumftances, was to
eftablifh fome form of union or affociationamong
the malecontents, that they might act with
greater regularity, and purfue one common end;
and as the different cities had been prompted
to take arms by the fame motives, and were
accuftomed to confider themfelves as a diftinét
body from the reft of the fubjects, they did not
find this difiicult. A general convention was
appointed to be held at Avila. Deputies ap-
peared there in name of almoft all the cities en-
titled to have reprefentatives in the Cortes. They
all bound themfelves by folemn oath, to liveand
die in the fervice of the King, and in defence of
the privileges of their order ; and affuming the
name of the holy Funta or affociation, proceeded -
to deliberate concerning the ftate of the-nation,
and the proper method of redrefiing its griev-
ances. The firft that naturally prefented itfelf,
was the nomination of a foreigner to be regent
this they declared with one voice to be a vio-
lation of the fundamental laws of the kingdom,
and refolved to fend a deputation of their mem-
bers to Adrian, requiring him in their name to

lay
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lay afide all the enfigns of his office, and toab- Boox 1L
ftain for the future from the exercife of a jurif- .25,
diction which they had pronounced illegal®.

W iLE they were preparing to execute this bold Get pof.
refolution, Padilla accomplifhed an enterprize of Queen
the greateft advantage to the caufe. After reliev- 1"
ing Scgovia, he marched fuddenly to Tordefillas, Ave. 29
the place where the unhappy queen Joanna
had refided fince the death of her hufband, and
being favoured by the inhabitants, was admitted
into the town, and became mafter of her perfon,
for the fecurity of which Adrian had neglected
to take proper precautions’. Padilla waited
immediately upon the Queen, and accofting her
with that profound refpet, which fhe exaéted
from the few perfons whom fhe deigned to ad-
mit into her prefence, acquainted her at large
with the milerable condition of her Caftilian
fubjeéts under the government of her fon, who
being deftitute of experience himfelf, permitted
his foreign minifters to treat them with fuch
rigour, as had obliged them to take arms in de-
fence of the liberties of their country. The
Queen, as if fhe had been awakened out of a
lethargy, exprefied great aftonithment at what
he faid, and told ‘him, that as the had never
heard, till that moment, of the death of her

e P, Mart, Ep. 6gr. I Vita dell* Imper. Carl, V,
dall-Alf, Ulloa, Ven. 15c9. p, 67, Miniana, Contin. p. 17.
] father,
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father, or known the fufferings of her people,
o blame could be imputed to her, but that now
the would take care to provide a fufficient re-
medy ; and in the mean time, added fhe, letic
be your concern to do what is neceffary for the
public welfare, Padilla, too eager in forming a
conclufion agreeable to his withes, miftook this
lucid interval of reafon for a perfect return of that
faculty ; and acquainting the Junta with what
had happened, advifed them to remove to Tor-
defillas, and to hold their meetings in that place.
This was inftantly done; but though Joanna
received very gracioufly an addrefs of the Junta,
befeeching her to take upon her the government
of the kingdom, and in token of her compli-
ance, admitted all the deputies to kifs her hand 5
though fhe was prefent at a tournament held on
that occafion, and feemed highly fatisfied with
both thefe ceremonies, which were conduéted
with great magnificence in order to pleafe her,
fhe foon relapfed into her former melancholy
and fullennefs, and could never be brought, by
any arguments or intreaties, to fign any one papeg
neceflary towards the difpatch of bufinefss,

Tue Junta concealing as much as poffible
this laft circumftance, carried on all their deli-

¢ Sandov, 164, P,Mart. Ep. 685, 686.
berationg
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berations in her name; and as the Caftilians, Boox I
who idolized the memory of Iabella, retained
a wonderful attachment to her daughter, no
fooner was it known that fhe had confented to
afflume the reins of government, than the people
exprefled the moft univerfal and immoderate
joy s and believing her recovery to' be compleat,
afcribed it to amiraculousinterpofitionof heaven,
in order to refcue their country from the oppref-
fion of foreigners. The Junta, confcious of the and deprive
reputation and power which they had acquired all power.
by feeming to at under the royal authority, were

no longer fatisfied with requiring Adrian to refign

the office of regent; they detached Padilla to
Valladolid with a confiderable body of troops,
ordering him tofeize fuch members of the coun-

cil as were flill in that city, to condu& them to
Tordefillags, and to bring away the feals of the
kingdom, the publick archives, and treafury

books, Padilla, who was received by the citi-

zens as the deliverer of his country, executed

his commiffion with great exaétnefs; permitting

Adrian, however, f{till to refide in Valladolid,

though only as a prwate perfon, and without

any fhadow of power *,

i522.

Tae Emperor, to whom frequent accounts of The empe-
thefe tranfations were tranfmitted while he was = "

ftill in Flanders, was fenfible of his own impru-

% Sandov.i74. P. Matt, Ep. 791,
dence
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dence and that of his minifters, in having de-
fpifed too long the murmurs and remonftrances
of the Caftilians. He beheld, with deep con-
cern, a kingdom, the moft valuable of any he
poffefied, and in which lay the ftrength and
finews of his power, juft ready to difown his
authority, and on the point of being plunged in
all the miferies of civil war. But though his
prefence might have averted this calamity, he
could not, at that time, vifit Spain without en-
dangering the Imperial crown, and allowing the
French King full leifure to execute his ambi-
tious fchemes. The only point now to be deli-
berated upon, was whether he fhould attempt
to gain the malecontents by indulgence and con-
ceflions, or prepare diretly to {fupprefs them by
force ; and he refolved to make trial of the for-
mer, while, at the {ame time, if that thould fail
of fuccefs, he prepared for the latter. For this
purpofe, he iffued circular letters to all the
cities of Catftile, exhorting them in mioft gentle
terms, and with affurances of full pardon, to
lay down their arms ; he promifed fuch cities
as had continued faithful, not to exaét from them
the fubfidy granted in the late Cortes, and of-
fered the fame favour to fuch as returned to
their duty ; he engaged that no officé thould be
conferred for the future upon any but native
Caftilians, On the other hand, he wrote to the
nobles, exciting them to appear with vigour in

8 defence
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defence of their own rights, and thofe of the Boox T
crown, againit the exorbitant claims of the com-
mons; he appointed the high admiral, Don
Fadrique Enriquez, and the high conftable of
Cattile, Don Inigo de Velalco, two noblemen of
great abilities as well asinfluence, regents of the
Kingdom in conjuné&ion with Adrian ; and he
gave them full power and inftructions, if the
obftinacy of the malecontents fhould render it
neceffary, to vindicate the royal authority by
force of arms .

15:2.

Tuese conceflions, which, atthe time of bis The tage
leaving Spain, would have fully fatisfied the fance of
people, came now too late to produce any effe@. toe o

concerni
The Junta, relying on the unanimity with which ;m?i::“
the nation fubmitted to their authority, elated
with the fuccefs which hitherto had accompanied
all their undertakings, and fecing no military
force collected to defeat or obftruct their de-
figns, aimed at a more thorough reformation of
political abufes. They had been employed for
fome time in preparing a remonftrance, contain-
ing a large enumeration not only of the griev-
ances, of which they craved redrefs, but of fuch
new regulations as they thought neceffary for
the fecurity of their liberties. ‘This remon-
ftrance, which is divided into many articles re-

t P. Heuter, Rer. Aullr, lib, viii, c. 6. p. 188.

lating
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various departments in the adminiftration of
government, furnifthes us with more authentick
evidence concerning the intentions of the Junta,
than can be drawn from the teftimony of the
later Spanifh hiftorians, who lived in times when
it became fafhionable and even neceffary to
reprefent the conduct of the malecontents in the
worlt light, and as flowing from the worft mo.
tives. After a long preamble concerning the
various calamities under which the nation groan.
ed, and the errors and corruption in govern-
ment to which thefe were to be imputed, they
take notice of the exemplary patience wherewith
the -people had enured them, until felf-pre-
fervation, and the duty which they owed to
their country, had obliged them to affemble, in
order to provide in a legal manner for their own
fafety, and that of the conftitution: For this
purpofe, they demanded that the King would
be pleafed to return to his Spanifth dominions,
and refide there, as all their former monarchs
had done; that he would not marry but wich
confent’ of the Cortes; that if he fhould be
obliged at any time to leave the kingdom, it
fhall not be lawful to appoint any foreigner to be
regent ; that the prefent nomination of Cardinal
Adrian to that office fhall inftantly be declared
> ' void;
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void; that he would not, at his return, bring Boox JiL
along with him any Flemings orother ftrangers; 1522
* that no foreign troops fhall, on any pretence
whatever, be introduced into the kingdom ;
that none but natives fhall be capable of hold-
ing any office or benefice either in church or
ftate ; that no foreigner fhall be naturalized ;
that free quarters fhall not be granted to fol-
diers, nor to the members of the King’s houfe-
hold, for any longer time than fix days, and that
only when the court is in a progrefs ; that all the
taxes fhall be reduced to the fame ftate they
were in at the death of Queen Ifabella; thar
all alienations of the royal demefnes or revenues
fince that Queen’s death fhall be refumed ; that
all new offices created fince that period fhall be
abolithed ; that the fubfidy granted by the late
Cortes in Galicia fhall not be exafted ; that in
all future Cortes each city fhall fend one repre-
fentative of the clergy, one of the gentry, and
one of the commons, cach to be elected by his
own order; that the crown fhall not influence
or diret any city with regard 1o the choice of
its reprefentatives ; that no member of the
Cortes fhall receive an office or penfion from
the King, either for himfelf or for any of his
family, under pain of death, and confifcation of
his goods ; that each city or community fhall
pay a competent falary to its reprefentatives for
his
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his maintenance during his attendance on the
Cortes; that the Cortes fhall affemble once in
three years at leaft, whether {fummoned by the
King or not, and fhall then enquire into the
obfervation of the articles now agreed upon,
and deliberate concerning publick affairs; that

- the rewards which have been given or promifed

to any of the members of the Cortes in Galicia,
fhall be revoked; that no gold, filver, or
jewels, fhall, upon pain of death, be fent out
of the kingdom ; that judges fhall have fixed
falaries afligned them, and fhall not receive any
fhare of the fines and forfeitures of perfons
condemned by themj that no grant of the
goods of perfons accufed fhall be valid, if given
before fentence was pronounced againft them ;
that all privileges which the noblés have at any
time obtained, to the prejudice of the commons,
fhall be revoked; that the government of cities
or towns fhall not be put into the hands of no-
blemen ; that the poffeflions of the nobility
fhall be fubjeét to all publick taxes in the fame
manner as thofe of the commons; that an en-
quiry be made into the condu& of fuch as have
been entrufted with the management of the
royal patrimony fince the acceffion of Ferdi-
nand; and if the King do not within thirty
days appoint perfons properly qualified for that
fervice, it fhall be lawful for the Cortes to
nominate them; that Indulgences fhall not be

preached
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freached or difperfed in the kingdom until the
caufe of publifhing them be examined and ap-
proved of by the Cortes; that all the money
arifing from the fale of Indulgences, fhall be
faithfully employed in carrying on war againft
the Infidels; that fuch prelates as do not refide
in their diocéfes fix months in the year, fhall
forfeit their revenues during the time they are
abfent ; that the ecclefiaftical judges and their
officers fhall ot exact greater fees than thofe
which ‘are paid in the fecular courts; that the
prefent archbifhop of Toledo being a foreigner,
be compelled to refign that dignity, which fhall
be conferred upon a Caftilian; that the King
fhall ratify and hold as good fervice done to
him and to the kingdom, all the proceedings of
the Junta, and pardon any irregularities which
the cities may have committed from an excefs
of zeal in a good caufe : That he fhall promife
and {wear in the moft folemn manner to obferve
all thefe articles, and on no occafion attempt
either to elude, or to repeal them ; and that he
fhall never folicit the Pope or any other prelate
to grant him a difpenfation or abfolution from
this oath and promife®.

Sucu were the chief articles prefented by
the Junta to their fovereign. As the feudal in-

k Sandov. 206. P. Mart. Ep. 686.
Vou. 1l, R fticutions
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Boox I, fitutions in the feveral kingdoms of Europe
[

1522,

were. originally the fame, the genius of thofe
governments which arofe from them bore a
ftrong refemblance to each other, and the regu-
lations which the Caftilians attempted to efta-
blith on this occafion, differ little from thofe
which other nations have laboured to procure in
their ftruggles with their monarchs for liberty.
The grievances complained of, and the reme-
dies propofed by the Englith commons in their
contelts with the princes of the houfe of Stuart,
particularly refemble thofe upon which the
Junta now infifted. But the principles of liberty
feem to have been better underftood at this
period, by the Caftilians, than by any other
people in Europe; they had acquired more
liberal ideas with refpect to their own rights and
privileges ; they had formed more bold and
generous fentiments concerning government;
and difcovered an extent of political knowledge
to which the Englifh themfelves did not attain °
until more than a century afterwards.

Iris not improbable, however, that the pirit
of reformation among the Caftilians, hitherto
unreftrained by authority, and emboldened by
fuccefs, became too impetuous, and prompted
the Junta to propofe innovations which, by
alarming the other members of the conftitution,

proved
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proved fatal to their caufe. -The nobles, who,
inftead of obftru&ing, had favoured or con-
nived at their proceedings, while they confined
their demands of redrefs to fuch grievances as
had been occafioned by the King’s want of
experience, and by the imprudence and rapa-
cioufnefs of his foreign minifters, were filled
with indignation when they began to touch the
privileges of their order, and plainly faw that
the meafures of the commons tended no lefs to
break the power of the ariftocracy, than to
limit the prerogatives of the crown. The refent-
ment which they had conceived on account of
Adrian’s promotion to the regency, abated con-
fiderably upon the Emperor’s raifing the con-
ftable and admiral to joint power with him in
that office; and as their pride and dignity were
les hurt by fuffering the prince to poflefs an
extenflive prerogative, than by admitting the
high pretenfions of the people, they determined
to give their fovereign the afliftance which he
had demanded of them, and began to aflemble
their vaffals for that purpofe.

Tae Junta, meanwhile, expefted with im-
patience the Emperor’s anfwer to their remon-
ftrance, which they had appointed fome of their
number to prefent. The members entrufted
with this commiffion fet out immediately for
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Germany, but having received at different places
certain intelligence from court, that they could
not venture to appear there without endanger-
ing their lives, they ftopt fhort in their journey,
and acquainted the Junta of the information
which had been given them' This excited
fuch violent paffions as tranfported the whole
party beyond all bounds of prudence, or of
moderation. That a Caftilian King fhould deny
his fubjeéts accefs into his prefence, or refufe to
liften to their humble petitions, was reprefented
as an act of tyranny fo unprecedented and in-
tolerable, that nothing now remained but with
arms in their hands to drive away that ravenous
band of foreigners which encompafied the throne,
who after having devoured the wealth of the
kingdom, found it neceffary to prevent the cries
of an injured people from reaching the ears of
their fovereign. Many infilted warmly on ap-
proving a motion which had formerly been
made, for depriving Charles, during the life
of his mother, of the regal titles and authority,
which had been too rafhly conferred upon him
from a falfe fuppofition of her total inability for
government. Some propofed to provide a pro-
per perfon to affift her in the adminifiration of
publick affairs, by marrying the Queen to the
Prince of Calabria, the heir of the Aragonefe

! Sandov, 143,
Kings
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Kings of Naples, who had been derained in Boox liL
prifon fince the time that Ferdinand had dif- Sy
poffeflied his anceftors of their crown. All
agreed that, as the hopes of obtaining redrefs
and fecurity merely by prefenting their requefts
to their fovereign, had kept them too long in a
ftate of ination, and prevented them from
taking advantage of the unanimity with which
the nation declared in their favour, it was now
neceffary to colleét their whole force, and to
exert themfelves with vigour, in oppofing this
fatal combination of the King and nobles againft
their liberties ™,

1522

Tuey foon took the field with twenty thou. Take the
n - F field,
fand men. Violent difputes arofe concerning
the command of this army. Padilla, the dar-
ling of the people and foldiers, was the only
perfon whom they thought worthy of this ho-
nour, But Don Pedro de Giron, the eldeft fon
of the Condé de Uruena, a young nobleman
of the firflt order, having lately joined the com-
mons out of private refentment againft the Em-
peror, the refpect due to his birth, together
with a fecret defire of difappointing Padilla, of
whofe popularity many members of the Junta
had become jealous, procured him the office
Novembey
of general; though he foon gave them a faral 23

=™ P, Mart, Ep. 688.
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proof that he pofieffed neither the experience,
the abilities, nor the fteadinefs which that im-
portant ftation required.

TnE regents, meanwhile, appointed Riofeco as -
the place of rendezvous for their troops, which,
though far inferior to thofe of the commons in
number, excelled them greatly in difcipline and
in valour, They had drawn a confiderable
body of regular and veteran infantry out of
Navarre. Their cavalry, which formed the
chief ftrength of their army, confifted moftly of
gentlemen accuftomed to the military life, and
animated with the martial fpirit peculiar to their
order in that age. The infantry of the Junta
was formed entirely of citizens and mechanicks,
little acquainted with the ufe of arms. The
{mall body of cavalry which they had been able
to raife, was compoled of perfons of ignoble
birth, and perfe&t ftrangers to the fervice inta
which they entered. The charater of the gene-
rals differed no lefs than that of their troops,
The royalifts were commanded by the Condg,
de Haro, the conftable’s eldeft fon, an officer
of great experience, and of diftinguithed abi-
lities,

Girony marched with his army dire@ly to
Riofeco, and {feizing the villages and pafles
around
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around it, hoped that the royalifts would be
obliged either to furrender for want of provi-
fions, or to fight with difadvantage before all
their troops were affembled. But he had not
the abilities, nor his troops the patience and
difcipline neceffary for the execution of fuch a
fcheme. 'The Condé de Hard found little diffi-
culty in conduéting a confiderable reinforce-
ment through all his pofts into the town; and
Giron defpairing of being able to reduce it,
advanced fuddenly to Villa-panda, a place be-
longing to the Conftable, in which the enemy
had their chief magazine of provifions. By
this ill judged motion, he left Tordefillasopen
to the royalifts, whom the Condé de Haro led
thither in the night, with the utmoft fecrecy
and difpatch; and attacking the town, in which
Giron had left no other garrifon than a regi-
ment of priefts raifed by the bithop of Zamora,
he, by break of day, forced his way into it-after
a defperate refiftance, became mafter of the
Queen’s perfon, took prifoners many members
of the Junta, and recovered the great feal, with
the other enfigns of government.

By this fatal blow, the Junta loft all the re-
putation and authority which they derived from
feeming to att by the Queen’s commands; fuch
of the nobles as had hitherto been wavering or
undetermined in their choice, now joined the
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regents with all their forces ; and an univerfal
confternation feized the partizans of the com-
mons. This was much increafed by the fufpi-
cions they began to entertain of Giron, whom
they loudly accufed of having betrayed Torde-
fillas ta the enemy ; and though that charge
feems to have been deftitute of foundation, the
fuccefs of the royalifts being owing to Giron’s
ill-conduét rather than to his treachery, he fo
entrely loft credit with his party, that he
sefigned his commiffion, and retired to one of
his caftles®,

Sven members of the Junta as bhad efcaped
the enemy’s hands at Tordefillas, fled to Valla-
dolid 5 and as it would have required long time
to fupply the places of thofe who were pri-
foners: by a new elettion, they made choice
among themfelves of a fmall number of perfons,
to whom they committed the fupreme direction
of affairs. Their army, which grew ftronger
every day by the arrival of troops from different
parts of the kingdom, marched likewife to Val-
ladolid ; and Padilla being appointed com-
mander in chief, the fpirits of the foldiery re-

vived, and the whole party forgetting the late

misfortune, continued to exprefs the fame ardent
zeal for the liberties of their country, and the

7 Mifecllangous Tra&ts by Dr. Mich, Geddes, vol. i, 278.
famg
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fame implacable animofity againft their oppref-
fors.

Waat they ftood moft in need of, was mo-
ney to pay their troops. A great part of the
current coin had been carried out of the king-
dom by the Flemings ; the ftated taxes levied
in times of peace were inconfiderable; com-
merce of every kind being interrupted by the
war, the fum which they yielded decreafed daily;
and the Junta were afraid of difgufting the
people by burdening them with new impofitions,
to which, in that age, they were little accuf-
tomed. But from this difficulty they were ex-
tricated by Donna Maria Pacheco, Padilla’s
wife, a woman of noble birth, of great abilities,
of boundlefs ambition, and animated with the
moft ardent zeal in fupport of the caufe of the
Junta, She, with a boldnefs fuperior to thofe
fuperftitious fears which often influence her fex,
propofed to feize all the rich and magnificent
ornaments in the cathedral of Toledo; but left
that ation, by its appearance of impiety, might
offend the people, fhe and her retinue marched
to the church in folemn proceffion, in mourn-
ing habits, with tears in their eyes, beating
their breafts, and falling on their knees, im-
plored the pardon of the faints whofe fhrines
fhe was about to violate. By this artifice, which

{creened
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Boox INl. fcreened her from the imputation of facrilege,
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and perfuaded the people that neceffity and
zeal for a good caufe had conftrained her, though
with relu@ance, to venture upon this ation,
the procured a confiderable fupply of money for
the Juntas. The regents, no lefs at a lofs
how to maintain their troops, the revenues of
the crown having either been diffipated by the
Flemings, or fcized by the commons, were ob-
liged to take the Queen’s jewels, together with
the plate belonging to the nobility, and apply
them to that purpofe; and when thofe failed,
they obtained a fmall fum by way of loan from
the king of Portugal .

‘Tue nobility difcovered  great unwillingnefs
to proceed to extremities with the Junta. They
were animated with no lefs hatred than the com-
mons againft the Flemings; they approved
much of feveral articles in the remonitrance;
they thought the junéture favourable, not only
for redrefling paft grievances, but for rendering
the conftitution more perfeét and fecure by new
regulations ; they were afraid, that while the two
orders of which the legiflature was compofed,
wafted each other’s ftrength by mutual hoftilities,
the crown would rife to power on the ruin or

° Sandoy, 4¢8. Didt. de Bayle, Art. Padilla.
» P, Mart, Ep, 718,
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weaknefs of both, and encroach no lefs on the Boox IIL
independence of the nobles, than on the privi-, 1522,
leges of the commons. To this difpofition were
owing the frequent overtures of peace which the
regents made to the Junta, and the continual
negociations they carried on during the progrefs
of their military operations. Nor were the terms
which they offered usreafonable ; for on con-
dition that the Junta would pafs from a few
articles moft fubverfive of the royal authority,
or inconfiftent with the rights of the nobility,
they engaged to procure the Emperor’s confent
to their other demands, which, if he, through
the influence of evil counfellors, fhould refufe,
feveral of the nobles promifed to join with them
in order toextort it%. Such divilions, however,
prevailed among the members of the Junta, as
prevented their deliberating calmly, or judging
with prudence. Several of the cities which had
entered into the confederacy, were filled with
that mean jealoufy and diftrult of each other,
which rivalfhip in commerce or in grahdeur is
apt to infpire ; the conftable, by his influence
and promifes, had prevailed on the inhabitants
of Burgos to abandon the Junta, and other
noblemen had fhaken the fidelity of fome of the
leffer cities; no perfon had arifen among the
commons of fuch fuperior abilities or elevation

$ P, Mart, Ep. 695, 713. Geddes's Tradts, i. 261.
of
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of mind, as to require the direction of their
affairs ; Padilla, their general, was a man of
popular qualities, but diftrufted for that reafon
by thofe of higheft rank who adhered to the
Junta; the conduct of Giron led the people to
view with fufpicion eyery perfon of noble birth
who joined their party; fo that the ftrongeft
marks of irrefolution, mutual diftruft, and me-
diocrity of genius, appeared in all their pro-
ceedings at this time. After many confultations
held concerning the terms propofed by the re-
gents, they fuffered themfelves to be fo carried
away by refentment againft the nobility, that
rejecting all thoughts of accommodation, they
threatened to ftrip them of the crown-lands,
which they or their anceftors had ufurped, and
to re-annex thefe to the royal domain. Upon
this prepofterous fcheme, which would at once
have annihilated all the liberties for which they
had been ftruggling, by rendering the Kings of
Caftile abfolute and independent on their {ubs
jelts, they were fo intent, that they now ex-
claimed with lefs vehemence againft the exac-
tions of the foreign minifters, than againft the
immenfe power and wealth of the nobles, and
feemed to hope that they might make peace
with Charles, by offering to enrich him with
their fpoils,

THg
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Tue fuccels which Padilla had met with in
feveral {mall encounters, and in reducing fome
inconfiderable towns, helped to precipitate the
members of the Junta into this mealure, filling
them with fuch confidence in the valour of their
troops, that they hoped for an ealy victory over
the royalifts. Padilla, that his army might not
remain inactive, while fluthed with good for-
tune, laid fiege to Torrelobaton, a place of
greater ftrength and importance than any that
he had hitherto attacked, and which was de-
fended by a fufficient garrifon ; and though the
befieged made a defperate refiltance, and the ad-
miral attempted to relieve them, he tock the
town by ftorm, and gave it up to be plundered
by his foldiers. If he had marched inftancly with
his viGtorious army to Tordefillas, thehead quar-
ters of the royalifts, he could hardly have failed
of makingan effectual impreffion on their troops,
furprized at the brifknefs of his operations, and
far from being of fufficient ftrength to give him
battle. But she ficklenefs and imprudence of the
Junta prevented his taking this ftep. Incapa-
ble, like all popular affociations, either of carry-
ing on war, or of making peace, they liftened
again to overtures of accommodation, and even
agreed to a fhort fufpenfion of arms. This ne-
gociation terminated in nothing; but while it
was carrying on, many of Padilla’s foldiers, un-
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acquainted with the reftraints of difcipline, weng
off with the booty which they had got at Torre-
lobaton ; and others, wearied out by the unufual
length of the campaign, deferted *. The confta-
ble too had leifure to affemble his forces at Bur-
gos, and to prepare every thing for marching ;
and as foon as the truce expired, he ¢ffeéted a
juné&ion with the Condé de Haro, in fpite of all
Padilla’s efforts to prevent it. They advanced
immediately towards Torrelobaton, and Padilla
finding the number of his troops fo diminifhed
that he durft not rifk a battle, attempted to re-
treat to Toro, which if he could have accom-
plithed, theinvafion of Navarre at that jun&ture
by the French, and the neceflity which the regents
muft have been under of detaching men to that
kingdom, might have faved him from danger.
But Haro, fenfible how fatal would be the confe-
quences of {uffering him to efcape, marched with
fuch rapidity at the head of his cavalry, that he
came up with him near Villalar, and without
waiting for his infantry, advanced to the attack.
Padilla’sarmy, fatigued and difheartened by |cheir
precipitant retreat, which they could not diftin-
guifh from a flight, happened at that time to be
pafiing over a ploughed field, on which fuch a
violent rain’had fallen, that the foldiers funk al-
moft to the knees at every ftep, and remained

¢ Sandoy, 336,
expofed
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expofed to the fire of fome field-pieces which Boex IIT.
the royalifts had brought along with them. All  1522.
thefe circumftances fo difconcerted and intimi-

dated raw foldiers, that without facing the enemy,

or making any refiftance, they fled in the utmoft ad defeat
confufion. Padilla exerted himfelf with extra-
ordinary courage and adtivity in order to rally

them, though in vain ; fear rendering them deaf

both