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be guided by example, or fwayed by authority ; Boox 1X«
but having been taught to examine and ‘to de- g5,
cide in matters of controverfy, thought that they
were both qualified and entitled to judge for
‘themfelves.  As foon as the contents of the In-
terim were known, they, with one voice, joined
in refufing to admit it. Augfburg, Ulm, Straf-
burg, Conftance, Bremen, Magdeburg, toge-
ther with many other towns of lefs note, prefented
remonftrances to the Emperor, fetting forth the
irregular and unconftitutional manner in which
the Interim had been enalted, and befeeching
him not to offer fuch violence to theirconfciences,
as to require their affent to a form of doctrine
and worfhip, which appeared to them repugnang
to the exprefs precepts of the divine law. But
Charles, having prevailed on fo many Princes of
the Empire to approve of his new model, was
not much moved by the reprefentations of thofe
cities, which, how formidable foever they might
have proved, if they could have been formed into
one body, lay fo remote from each other, that ic
was eafy to opprefs them feparately, before it was
pofiible for them to unite,

In order to accomplifh this, the Emperor cCompeliea
faw it to be requifite that his meafures thould be v
vigorous, and executed with fuch rapidity as to
allow no time for concerting any common plan
of oppofition. Having laid down this maxim

as
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BooxTX. s 'the rule of his proceedings, his firft attempt
Ny

1548.

Aug. 3.

was upon the city of Auvgfburg, which, though
overawed by the prefence of the Spanifh troops,
he'knew to be as much diffatisfied with the In-
terim as any in the Empire.  He ordered one
body of thefe troops tofeize the gates’; he poft-
ed the reft in different quarters of the city; and
affembling all the burgefes in the town, he, by
his fole abfolute authority, publifhed a decree
abolifhing their prefent form of 'government,
diffolving all their corporations and fraternities,
and nominating a {mall’number of perfons, in
whom he vefted for the future the right of ad-
miniftration. Each of the perfons, thus chofen,
took an oath to obferve the Interim.  An a& of
power; fo unprecedented as well as arbitrary,
which excluded the body of the inhabitants from
any fhare in the government of their own com:
munity, and fubjeéted them to men who had no
other merit than their fervile devotion to the Em-
peror’s will, gave general difguit; but ‘as they
durft not venture upon refiltance, they were
obl:gcd to fubmit in filence . . From Augfburg,
in which he left a gamfon, he proceeded to
Ulm, and new modelling its government with
the fame violent hand, he feized fuch of the:r
paftors as refufed to fubfcribe the Interim, com-
rmtted :hcm to pnfon, and at his dcparturc r:ar-
Slmd s 459,

ried
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tied them along with him in chains‘, ' By this Boox IX.

feverity he not only fecured the reception of
the Interim in two of the moft powérful cities,
but gave warning to the reft what fuch as con-
tinued refractory had to expe@t. The effect of
the example was as great as he conld have
withed, and many towns, in ordef to fave them-
felves from the like vengeance, found it necef-
fary -to comply with what he enjoined. - This
obedience, ‘extorted by the rigour of authori-
ty, produced no change in the fentiments of
the Germans, and extended no farther than to
make themconform fo far to the letéer of the
1aw, as was' barely fufficient to fereen them from
pumfhmcnt T heir preachers accompanied thole
~ceremonies, the obfervation of which the Interfim
prcfcnbcd with fuch an ezpl:canon of ‘their
tendency, as ferved rather to confirm tlign to
remove the feruples of their hearers with tegard
to' them. 'The people, many of whom had
grown up to mature years fince the eftablithment
of the reformed religion, ‘and had been accuf-
tomed to 116" other form of publick worthip, ‘be-
held the pompous pageantry of the popifh fer-
vice with contempt or horror; and in’ moft
places the:Romith ecclefiafticks, who returned to
take pofiefiion of their churches, could hardly
be  protetted from infult, or their miniftrations
from interruption. Thus, notwuh&and]ng the
f Sleid. 472

o apparent

e
1548,



494
Boox 1X.

1548,

The Pope
difmiffes the
Council af~
fembled at
Bologna,

THE REIGN OF THE

apparent compliance of fo many - cities, the in<
habitants being accuftomed to freedom, fub-
mitted with relu¢tance to the power which now
opprefied them. Their underftanding as well
as inclination revolted againft the do&rines and
rites impofed on them; and though, for the
prefent, they  concealed their indignation and
refentment, it was evident that thefe paflions
could not always be kept under reftraint, but
would break out at laft in effeéts proportional
to their violence ®. »

CuarrLes, meanwhile; highly pleafed with
having bended the ftubborn fpiric of the Ger-
mans to fuch general fubmiffion, departed for
the Low-Countries, fully determined to compel

the cities, which ftill ftood out, to receive the In-

terim. He carried his two prifoners the EleGor
of Saxony and Landgrave of Hefle along with
him, either becaufe he durft not leave them be-
hind him in Germany, or becaufe he withed to
give his countrymen the Flemings this illuftri-

- ous proof of the fuccels of his aris, and the

Septs 27,

extent of his power. Before Charles arrived at
Bruffels he was informed that the Pope’s le-
gates at Bologna had difmifled the council by
an indefinite prorogation, and that the prelates
affembled there had returned to their refpective

& Mem. de Ribier, ii. 218, Sleid. 491.
- ' countries.
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conntries. Neceflity had driven the Pope into
this meafure, By the feceflion of thofe who
had voted againft the tranflation, together with
the departure of others, who grew weary of con-
tinuing in a place where they were not fuffered
to proceed to bufinefs, fo few and fuch incon-
fiderable members remained, that the pompous
‘appellation of a General Council could not,
‘with decency,” be beftowed any longer upon
them. Paul had no choice but to diffolve an
affembly which was become the objeét of con-
tempt; and exhibited to all Chriftendom a moft
glaring proof of the impotence of the Romifh
See. But unavoidable as the meafure was, it
Tay open to be unfavourably interpreted, and
had the appearance of withdrawing the remedy
at the very time when thofe for whofe recovery
‘it ‘was provided, were prevailed on to acknow-
ledge its virtue, and to make trial of its efficacy.
Charles did not fail to put this conftruftion
on his conduét; and by an artful comparifon of
'his own efforts to fupprefs herefy, with Paul’s
" ‘fcandalous inattention to a point fo effential, he
“endeavoured to render the Pontiff odious to all
“zealous Catholicks. At the fame time, he com-
"“midnded the Prelates of his faction to remain at
“Trent, that the Council might ftill appear to
“"have a being, and might be ready, whenever it
= 5 . ‘was
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Boox IX. was thought expedient, to refume its delibera-

1548, tions for the good of the church®. -

. TheEampe- 'Tue motive of Charles’s journey to the Low-
hisfon | Countries, befide gratifying his favourite paffion
Philip in T : 19
the Low-  Of travelling from one part of his dominions to
Countviets  another, was to receive Philip his only fon, who
was now in the twenty-firlt year of his age,
and whom he had called thither, not only that
he might be recognized by the States of the
Netherlands as heir-appdrent, butin ordcr to
facilitate the execution of a vaft fcheme, tﬁe ob-
ject of which, and the reception it met with,
fhall be hereafter explained.  Philip, having
left the government of Spain to Maximilian,
Ferdinand’s eldeft fon, to whom the Emperor
had given the Princefs Mary his daughtcr in
marriage, embarked for Italy, attended by a
numerous retinue of Spanifh nobles!, = The
fquadron which efcorted him, was commanded
by Andrew Doria, who, notmthﬂandmg his
advanced age, infited on the honour of per-
forming, in perfon, the fame duty to thg fon,
which he had often difcharged towards the fa-
Nov.ss, ther. He landed fafely ar Genoa ; from thence
he went to Milan, and proceeding through.
AT Germany, arrived at the Imperial court in Bruf-
fels. The States of Brabant, in the firft place,

* Pallay. p, 11. 72. ! Ochoa, Carclea, 362.
and
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and thofe of the other provinces in their order, BooxIX.
acknowledge his right of fucceflion in common
form, and he took the cuftomary oath to pre-
ferve all their privileges inviolate*, In all
the towns of the Low Countries through.which
Philip paffed, he was received with extraordi-
nary pomp. Nothing that could exprefs the
refpet of the people, or contribute to his
amufement was negleted ; pageants, tourna-
ments, and publick fpectacles of every kind
were exhibited with that expenfive magnificence
which commercial nations difplay, when, on
" any occafion, they depart from their ufual max-
ims of frugality. But amidft thefe {cenes of
feftivity and pleafure, Philip’s natural feverity
of temper was difcernible. Youth itfelf could
not render him agreeable, nor his being a
candidate for power form him to courtefy, He
maintained a haughty referve in his behaviour,
and difcovered fuch manifeft partiality towards
his Spanifh attendants, together with fuch an
avowed preference to the manners of their coun-
try, as highly difgufted the Flemings, and gave
rife to that antipathy, which afterwards occa-
fioned the revolution fo fatal to him in that part
of his dominions'.

1548.

¥ Harzi aonal, Brabant, 652.
! Mem. de Ribier, it. 29. L'Evefque Mem. de Card.

“Granvelle, i, 21,
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 CrarLes was Iong ‘detained in the Nc:hcr-

1548, * Jands by a: .violent attack of the gout, which

“réturned apon him fo frequently, and with fuch
increaling violence, that it had bfoken to'a grea:

“degree the vigour of his conftitution. He, ne-

verthelefs, did not facken his endeavours to

~enforce the, Intcnm The inhabitants of St‘raf ;
Lfbm-g, aftera long ftruggle, found iv ntctlrz!y

to give obedience; thofe of Conftance; who'liad

< taken arms-in their own defence, were compells,
f},eﬂ“ by force not onily to conform to' the Interim,
butto rqnounce their pmnlcgcs as a free cizy.

to do homagc to Ferdinand as Archduke of
Aultria, ahd, ashis vaffals, to admit an Auftrian

“governor and garn{'on g Magdcburg, Bremen,,

‘Hamburg, and Lubeck were theonly Imperial
cities of note that ftill continued refractory.

& sieid. grg-4gr.
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