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Santa Cruz.—Depopulation of the Pro? 
xince of Estremadura.—Miajadas.—• 
Merida.— Talmeruela. —Badajos . -
Hayal Tent of Portugal.—Elvas. 

Monday, Jan. 18. 

A i Truxií lo we once more saw English 
plaíes ; but we could procure no kind o í 
provisión tliere, not even an egg—thc 
court had deraolished aíl. The common 
earthern pitchers are better turned, and 
apparently of better materials tlian any I 
ha ve seen in England. The town formed 
a fine object as we looked back upon i t ; 
the ruins of many outworks are visible ; 

V D L . II, • 



¿he ground is rocky, ánd broom grows 
among tbe stones luxuriantly in blossom. 
í t soon became swampy, and prescnted to 
the eye as drear a prospect as the roads in 
Cormvall. W e passed by the mountain 
of Santa Cruz, which we liad seen yester-
day ten leagues distant from the Puerto 
de Mireveti. It is the boldcst mass I ever 
saw of abrupí rocks interspersed with cul-
tivated spots and olive yards; at the 
boítom is a villa ge with a convent. 

As we eníered the village Puerto de 
Santa Cruz, where we dined, the people 
carne round us to know i f we were the ca-
valiers come to pay the king's debts. Ilere 
we bought a very favourite, and indeed a 
very exellcnt dish of the Spaniards ; it is 
lean pork highly seasoned with garlic, 
and steeped in red wine; thus prepared, 
it was sold for four reales the pound. The 
entrance to the inclosures here is by a 
door-way inthe wall covered with a large 
síone and half íilled up with stones. So 
fond are thcse people of ornamcnts that an 



oíd woraan here who would ra alce Syco-
rax lovely by comparisoii, is decorated 
with ear-rings and a necklace. 

The storks* build their nests on almost 
al l tlie churches. This bird is held sacred 
here, and no Spaniard wi l l molest it. í t 
is pleasant to find one prejudice on th« 
side of humanitj I 

* Saavedra has chosen this for his 25th emblem. 
t( The átork (he says) defends her nest by building it 
upon the tower of a church, and her young are secured 
by the holiness of the place. The prince who shal! 
build his raonarchy upon the triangular stone of tli« 
church, wi l l establish it firm and secare." He exults 
in the picty of the Kings of Spain, who have founded 
more than sevcnty thousand churches in that kingdoin j 
for King James I. of Arragon alone built a thousand, 
all dedicated to the immaculate Virgin Mary, for which 
he was rewarded in his life with the conqnests that he 
mado, and the yictories that he gained, fighting thirty-
tlnee battles, and being victorious in al l . These edi-
fíces were religious colonies not less powerful than 
armies with their spiritnal weapons, for artillery makes 
not so great a breach as prayer. 

Id^a dé un Principa P o l í t i c o Christlana; repre­

sentada en cien empresas, por Don Diego de Saavedra 

F a v a r d » 

B 2 
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I f the K i n g of Spain liave one soliíary 
spark of sense or humanify, he must be 
seriously grieved to behold thc wretclied 
state of bis dominions. Fancy cannot 
conceive a more delightful climate. 
Here is wine ío gladdcn the heart of 
man, corn to support him, and oi l ío 
make hira of a cheerful countenance. 
W h e n the Moors possessed Estremad ura 
this whole province was like a well culti-
vated garden ; at present the population, 
as given by Ponz, is only one hundred 
thousand inhabiíants, though the province 
is two hundred miles in length, and a 
hundred and sixty wide. As a cause for 
this melancholy depopulation he says, 
that the pestilence of 1348 destroyed two-
thirds of the people of Spain, in conse-
quence vast tracís of land were left uncul-
tivated, and thus a slovenly and Tatar-
like system of pasturagc* was intro-

* « By laying of lands used in íütli to pasture, six 
maine iuconvcnience* do daily incieasc. 1. Idleness, 
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duced. This extravagant system is still 
pursued on account of its effect, real or 
supposed, in rendering the -wool fine. 
Count Florida Blanca has in one of his 
publicaíions ably shown the folly of pro-
ducing wool at such expence for foreign 

which ia the gronnd and beglnning of all misclúcfs. 
2. Depopulatioii and decay of townes; for vvhere in 
some townes two hundred persons wcre occupied, and 
lived by their lavvfnl labours, by converting of tillage 
into pasture, there have beene maintained but two or 
three heardsmen; and whcre nien have been ac-
counted slieepe of God's pasture, now become sheepe 
nien of thcse pastures. 3. Husbandry, which is one 
of the greatest commodities of the realme, is decayed. 
4. Churches are destroyed, aud the service of God 
neglected by diminution of cliurch livings, as by decay 
of tythes, &c. 5. Injnry and wrong is done to pa-
trons and God's ministers. And 6. The defence of the 
landagainst forraine enernies is enfeebled andimpaired, 
the bodies of husbandmen being more strong and ablc, 
and patient of cold, heat and hunger, than of any 
other. 

The two conseqnents that follow of thcse inconveni-
cncies, are, first the displeasure of Almighty God, and 
seeondly, the subversión of the polity and good go-
venmient of the realm. COKE. 

^ 3 
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manufactories, insíead oí' ílie coarser kind 
íit for íhcir own. 

W e travel leagues without sceing a v i l -
lage, and when we find one, it consists of 
such siles as are fit onl j for ílie píg partof 
ihe familj . As for the towns it is not pos-
sible to give an Englishman ideas of íhcir 
exirerae poverty and wretchedness. Y o u 
may conceive the síaíe of the kingdom by 
this circunisíance, we have now travelled 
six hundred miles without ever sceing on« 
new house or one single one. 

It is tbe policy of the Court he re and ira 
Portugal, ío lead the nobilily into ex­
pelí ees, and thus, by making them needy, 
to render them dependant on the Crown 
for places and pensions. Thus is this or-
der of men, an order seldom too zealous 
in the cause of reformaíion, completely 
secured. The clergy* are the sworn ene~ 

* dutunt que le pnuvoir du Clergc est dangereux dans 

míe Republique, autant est-il csnvenalle dans une M o -

•narchie ; sur fout dans celles qui vont au Despotismc, 

Ou en sersieni VEspagnt fif le Pertvgal depuü lu ptifte 



mies of all innovation : they among tliem 
who believe what they profess must be 
narrow-minded bigots, and they who pro­
fess what they do not believe must be bad 

de leurs Loix, suns ce pouvoir que arréte seul la Puis-

sanee arlitraire f barriere toujours bonne lorsqu'il n'y 

en a point d'autre; car comme le Despotisme cause 

a la nature humaine des maucc effroyables, le m a l m é m e 

qui le limite cst un bien, 

MONTESQUIEU. 

This is not trne. On the contrary, it is the power 
of the clergy that has occasioned the most atrocioua 
cruelties, and the most impolitic measnres in Spain and 
Portugal, and which still continúes to keep them en-
slaved. '1 he expulsión of the Moriscoes, and the pro-
scription of the Jews originated in the iníluence of the 
priesthood. To the eífeets of the Inquisition the 
vvorst parts of their national character may he traced. 
" B y this tribunal (says Robinson) a visible change 
vvas wrought in the temper of the people, and reserve, 
distrust, and jealousy became the distinguishing cha-
racteristics of a Spaniard, It perpetuated and con-
ürmed the reign of ignorance and superstition. It in-
flamed the rage of religious bigotry, and by the cruel 
spectacles to which, in the execution of its decrees, it 
familiarized the people, it nourished in them that fero-
cious spirit, which, in the Netherlands and America 

IÍ 4 
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men ; tbe one cannot instruct, and Ihe 
oííier wi l l not. Tliey must be vicious be-
cause they are condcnined ío celibacy, for 
it is criminal in tliem lo indulge human 
aíFections, and i f they do not indulge 
them, all íhe milk of human kindncss in 
their hearts wi l l turn sour. Where is re-
forrnaíion to begin ? A i l ranks are aban-
doned here, because ali ranks are ignoraní. 
B u l biiore cvery man can be viríuous and 
liappy, (he Tree of Knowlcdge mustgrow 
in every man's garden. 

íí I laugh at sysíems (says our fríend 
P . H . ) when 1 consider how long the pul-
pit has exisíed ío teach duty, and íhe gai-
lows to enforce ií, and then see the enor-
raous mass of wickedness -which the one 
never glances at and the other cannot pu-
nish and the wisest way is ío laugh at 
them : it is foíly to grieve for what we 

they manifested by deeds that have fixed an eveilastiug 
reproach on the Spanisli character." 

Ecclesiastical Researckes. 
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cannot amencl, and as for amcndíng tlie 
world, society is an ass that wi l l kick the 
man who attempís to ease it of iís bur-
then. 

Tuesday, 19, 

W c slept at Miajadas last night ; the 
k inghasa palace there, and we visited the 
ruins of a castle and of a noble church. 
The town is three leagues from the Puerto 
de Santa Cruz. The first part over a bar­
ren and síony country, then thinly planted 
with prickly oaks, and corn growing bc-
tween the frees, now of the raost grateful 
verdure. About half way is a bridge 
over a little rivulet; at the one end is an 
ascent of above an hundred yards by a 
raised road ; at the other so abrupt a turn 
as literally to forra a right angle. The 
country about Miajadas is uncultivated, 
and frora the h i l l above the town we 
looked over a large and swampy plain 
bounded by mountains. Ilere as usual 
\ve were entertained with complaints of 

B 5 
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the court. The gir l told us tliat tim 
king's train liad brokcn íive glasses thcrc 
in one evening. " And did they pay 
for them ?" u Pay for them! the cursed 
gang ! not a maravedi."—The room we 
were in was arched like a cellar, and wc 
descended two steps to enter it r it was so-
damp that 1 concluded that any vermiu-
íhat had accidentally dropt thcre must 
liave caught cold and died of an asthma. 
I was lamentably mistaken. 

This place supplied us with anoíher haré, 
so that our travelling-larder has never been 
so well provicled ; two hares, two rabbits, 
a brace of partnclges,a woodcock, a ham, 
e quiesode "puerco, and the garlicked-loin, 
a famous bilí of fare. The master of the 
house wanted thirty-two reales, and when 
we asked for what, could only say, fire 
and oil , all that he had provided : twenty 
were paid him, and that was about ten too 
much. 

W e have been seven hours travelling 
twenty miles this raorning, oYer a rich 
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but unculíivaíed country, resembling, in 
its general appearance, the wílds of Kent. 
W e past only a solitary post-liouse, b j 
which we saw the first orangc trees, and 
in the wood adjoining saw, for the first 
time, rnyrtlc. W e have suíFcred to-day 
for ManueFs ungoYernable appet i íe ; our 
haslied liare was swinging under the 
calessa, ready to be warmed for dinner. 
we could procure no cork to stop tlie 
pi tcher it was in , and liad therefore cut a 
small loaf of bread ío answer tlie purpose. 
On the road Manuel eat the cork, aná 
when the dinner-hour arrived, we found 
the splashing of the road had spoilt our 
stew, at least for English palates, for 
Manuel has no prejudíces of this ídnd. 
W e dined at San Pedro, a poor and mi­
serable viilage : the room was roofed with 
canes, and the glasses hung on a cañe slit 
at proper distances, and suspended in the 
room. The hostess there had just made 
some ptiíFs, and begged me to eat one 
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wííh so much real civilíiy, that liad llicy 
been the vilest composition of Spanish 
fúth, I could not bave reíused : it was 
only paste seasoncd -wiHi anís. Slie has a 
daughter about twelve ycars of age, a 
beautiful gir l with a placid and melan-
choly countenance that sccms to deserte a 
bcííer late. 

W e went one league over a tlunly 
wooded track, and then, leaving tlie v i N 
lage of Truxillano on the right, procced-
ed one league farther over an open and 
cultivated country to Merida.* 

* Merida, Emérita Augusta, was once tlie capital of 
Lusitania, and a Metropolitan city. It 'was built )jy 
Angnstus as a coi'ony for the soldiers wlio had served 
him well agiiiust the Cantabrians, Artmians, and L n -
sitanians. A . U . C. 726, A . G. 28. St. Eulalia, a child 
of twelve years of age, the pupil of Donatus, a priest, 
was martyred here, in company with St. Julián and 
six men, by Cálpurnian, Lieutenant of Dacien. Pru-
dentius has celebrated her, and given a long and lively 
pictuie of hertorments in a hynun To a classical an-
íiquary, this is one of the most interesting cilios in^ 
Spaüv A fair is held here Fcb, 8, and July 25, 



Tlie cultivation is very slovenly. Thcy 
leave the broom standing, and sow corn 
round it. 

About two hundred yards before the 
town is an aqueduct; we passed under it, 
and imraediately under anotber arch of 
an ancient andremarkable ruin. W h a t we 
could see of the town by moonlight tnade 
us regret our so late arrival. The king is 
at Badajos, only nine leagues distant. 
IIis retinue have not yct left Merida, and 
we were very fortúnate in getting a room 
here, wretched as it is. W e were called 
upen to have our trunks'exatnined, and 
the ceremony was dispensed with for a 
pescíta. 

I wish some sudden business would re-
call the king immediately to Madrid , 
íhat be might find wlmt kiud of roads his 
subjeets were obliged to travel, every 
bone in his body would ache before he 
got half way. They were levelled for his 
journey, and every person obliged to 
whitewash the front of his liouse, thaí his 
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majesty might witness the clcanliness of 
Iiis subjects. 

W e had a woodcock for suppcr, which 
we trussed ourselves. This did not satis-
fy the oíd woman of the house; to our 
utter disappointment she brought up the 
poor bird sprawling, told us we had for-
goí to cut off the rump and draw it, and 
then pokcd her finger in to shew us how 
clean the inside was. They roast birds 
Lere in a pipkin, and boil them in the 
frjingpan. 

During hís majesty's stay at Mcrida he 
killed innumerable patridges, six wolvcs, 
and a wild cat. 

Wedncsday 20. 

W e crossed the Guadiana by a very 
long bridge, once the scene of a great 
miracle. Fidel , who was bishop hcre in 
the latter part of the sixíh century, had 
sent ene of his domestics to a place called 
Caspiana, about sixteen miles disíant, 
bidding him return speedily j but he; not 
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being able to return the same day, re­
solved to pass the night there. Soon 
after lie had fallen asleep, the cocks 
awakened him ; he rose, mounted his 
horse, and reached the bridge before 
midnight. The gaíe was closed; and 
receiving no answer when he knock-
cd, he alighted, and leí his horse graze 
y/h'úe they were waiting for admittance. 
Presently he saw a ball of fire which carne 
out of the Church of Fausti Rabort, a mile 
without the city, and went to that of L u ­
crecia, within the walls ; a midtitude of 
sainís followed it, and passcd over the 
bridge : F idel , arrayed in robes of 
whiíe ran at their head, and he opened 
the gate. The servant, -who, half dead 
wiíh fear, thought to eníer when now 
the gate was open, but, alas ! lie was 
in the body, and to him it was as 
fast as ever. In the morning he got in , 
his master asked him at what time he had 
left Caspiana j and when he was told 
where he had been deíaiticd, asked him 
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i f he liad secn any thing, and tbcn 
charged him to íellno man during bis life. 

The death of íhis Fidel diíFers from the 
usual machinery of these occasions. A holy 
man, hearing the matin bell one night, 
rose, and wentto (he caíhedral. Astonished 
when he got there ío find the qnire full of 
saints, he crept inío a córner, and saw 
thera perform the matin service; after 
"which, they proceeded to the basílica of 
St. John, which was undcr the same 
roof as the cathedral, and only separated 
from it by a partition walt : there they 
sung lauds ; and when the whole was 
over, they exclaimed, " The hour is no\r 
arrived ; let us perform that for which 
we are come here!" Inimcdiately two 
Ethiops appcared, of gigantic statue, ter­
rible and hidious figures, who scemed to 
be kindled with fire, and they had each 
a sharp sword in his hand. " Go to the 
palace," said <he saints, <£ enter into 
St. Fidel's apartment, and wound him 
grievously in the body^hat his soul may go 
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•vvlth us and cnjoy its crown." Away tliey 
went, and soon reüirnedj saying, M W e 
cannot enter liis ce l l ; for he is not sleep-
ing, but lies prostrate on the ground in 
prayer | and such is the fragrance of the 
incensé which he has offered up to God3 
íhat it wi l l not let us enter."1 " G o , " re-
plied the saints, <£ for ií is necessary to 
fulíil what God has comraanded." They 
went a second time, and were a second 
time repelled. But the third time, itias-
nmch as the exccuíion of this command 
was indispensable, God suffered them to 
enter, and they smoíe him. with such 
cruelty, that the holy man, who was al l 
this while in the church, heard his cries 
and groans. And thus was St. Fidel 
stricken for death.* There is a castle on 

* I transcribe the inscription on thebridge from Ponz. 
" Tecum sum, ei fiumina non operieni te. Isaite X L l l l . 

Deo mundi ArchUecio sapientis. et Chrisio Jesús restaa. 

raiori efficaciss. ac Fontijici ¿Eterno, tuceq. Eulalia Firgoy 

íif Martyr sancihiima tutela;. Emérita Jugus. Pontem a 

vetusta te et j íuminis injuri is , labejaditaie, diruptionibus 
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íhe bank, and íhe ruins of some works in 
a little island. The road for three leagucs 
lay over an uninteresting plain, thougli 
fertile and well-peopled. W e then kept 

vindí'ca/um, ei in pristtnum splendorem ampliai ís operihus 

restiiutunti dicat commendat. E x auter i i t íe etprovidentia 

Philippi III. Hispaniar. Regis Caihdici^ piissimi 

aique invictissi D . N . Clementtss. Jaann. Thomas 

Fabarius Ve. e milUia sacra S, Jacobi. Commendaiarius 

Htielmi prcefecii. Emérita opus curavit, probavif. an 

M D C X e pecunia collata ab urbibus oppidisque inira 

lapidem C. C, 

On the left sule of the tablet: 

Por mandado y comisión de la Majestad Católica de D , 

Phelipe III. Rey de España y de las Indias, N . S. D . 

Juan Thomas Fabaro Comendador de Huelamo de ¡a orden 

de Santiago y Gobernador de Herida reparo con acrecen-

iamiento de firme%a y hermosura esta puente, que estaba en 

Ja mayor parte arruinada, y rota por su antigüedad y por 

Ies crecientes del rio, ano de M D C X . Hi%ese esta obra 

a costa de la ciudad de Merida, y contribución de las 

demás ciudades y lugares que están dentro de cincuenta 

leguas. 

Ponzsays themarble cannot be believed, for it is 
casily seen that uot a sixth part of tüe bridg* wa» 
repaired. 
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under a range of hills for anotlier league, 
and beheld the river watering tlie plain 
t i l ! we ascended ío this miserable yillage 
Lobon ; a small ruin, on a broken and 
rocky bilí, and the dui rc l i sitúate among 
olive trees, were the only buildings visible 
as we approaclicd. llore I was curious 
enough to mcasare the chairs and the 
tables, which have for some days been 
equally low. The back of the cliair is 
two feet eighí, the height of the íable two 
feet one. 

The Marquis de Conquista passed us 
on the road, escorting the Caraaressa of 
the queen to the court, a beautiful woman 
who had been detained by indisposition at 
his seat near Trux i l lo . Two men rodé 
by the coach singing to her as she went 
along. This made the road cheerful and 
agreeable, but alas! we suífered for it at 
night! 

Descended from Lobon, we skirted the 
plain for two leagues to Talavcruela, a 
largo and miserable place. Here th© 
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marquis had pre-occupied thc liouse, and 
we could only procure a raost deplorable 
room, with a hole aboye the roof to admit 
iight, as i f i ip a chiinney. It was long 
before we could procure cliairs or íable. 
Ilere we dressed ourselves ío pass the 
courts and custom-liouscs to-morrow, and 
a most curious scene did our dressing-
room exhibit: ií was not possible to pro­
cure a looking-glass to shave by. They 
spread beds for us on mats upon the 
íloor. The roof was of cañe, and the 
rats running over it in the night shook 
down the dirt on our heads. I lay awake 
the -whole night ki l l ing the muskitoes as 
they seííled on my face, while the in-
habitants of the bed enterlained tliem-
selves so merrily at my expence, that 
Sangrado himself would have been satis-
fied with the bleeding I underwent. 

W e travelled two leagues over a ílat 
and unpleasant country, which, Colme­
nar says, is sometimes so infe&ted by grass-
hoppers, that the king is obliged to seud 
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a body of men to burri tlicm. Badajoz,* 
tlie fronlier town, then appeared at the 
distance of a league, witli its fort; and 
three leagucs beyond, the Portugucse 
town of Elvas, and fort L a Lippe . A 
regiment of cavalry is encamped «nder 
the walls : the men, indeed, are in tents, 
but the horses have no shelter ; and the 
rains are daily expected. At every gate 
of the fortifications we were examined, 
and delay to us was not only unpleasant 
but dangerous, lest the calessa should be 
embargoed. W e drove to the custom~ 
house ; and i f ever 1 were to write a raock 
heroic descent to the infernal regions, I 

* Badajoz has been asserted by some Spanish anti-
quarians to be the Pax Augusta of Strabo, corrupted 
by the Moors into Baxaugus, Badaxos, Badajoz. The 
process is easy enough, but it has been indubitably 
proved tliat Pax Augusta and Pax Julia are the sarae ; 
and the incontestible evidence of Román inscription 
places them at Beja. This question has been fully 
investigated by Kesendé, and Flovez assents to his 
decisión. 

A fair is held here Apri l 20. 
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would not forget to makc tlie advcnturer 
pass througli one of thcse agreeablc cs-
tablishraents. There is a heavy and op-
pressive duty laid on money liere j a tra-
veller will of course carry as little Spanish 
gold into Portugal as possible, for it is of 
no use to l i im on the road, and he mVL 
lose thirty per cent, by the exchange; 
still there is an exhorbitant tax upon 
what he may happen to have. The town 
is full of liorses and carriages, for which 
there is no shelíer. W e drove through 
Ihe town immediately, and left the place 
by a very fine bridge over the *Guadíana. 

* Florez, after Bochart, derives Anas from tlie 
Phccnician, in wliich hanas ¡s to conceal oneself, aud 
thcn re-appear; to dive as hanasa is in Arabic. Tiiis 
may be, and probably is, the oiigin of the Latin word, 
but did not the Romans mean to cali this jiver the 
DMCÍ:, just as we have our Mole, who 

Digs herself a path, by working day and night, 
According to her narne, to shew her nature righf. 
And underneath the earth for three miles space dotli 

creep. 

4 
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About a league beyond runs a rivulct 
that sepárales the two kingdoms, its namc 
is Caya. The royal tent of Portugal is 
pitched on the bank, and a wooden 
bridge built for the meeting exaclly 
where carriages used to ford the stream. 
But vulgar wheels must not profane the 
bridge which shall be trod by the hoofs 
of their sacred majesties' horses ! and we 
•were obliged to pass the water where it 
was so deep as to wet our baggage. 

Here aíl was gaieíy, and glad to have 
escaped from Spain, we partook of the 
gaiety of the scene, Booths were erected : 
the courtiers passing from one town to 
the other, and crowds from both thronír-
ing to see the royal tent. Ye t even here, 
when the two courts are about to meet ou 
sucli very uncommon terms of friendship, 
the national prcjudices are evident. M a ­
nuel bought soma oranges for us, he was 
within ten yards of Spain, and you may 
conceive his astonishment when thoj 
abused him for being a Spauiard. 
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Our hurry at Badajoz allowcd us no 
time to d iñe : here we fell to our brawu 
and bread and cheese, wiíh the comfort-
able feeling of being near home. M y 
únele entered into conversation with a 
Portugueze officer who wished himself a 
general that hemight have the pleasure of 
giving no quarter to the French: " Cruel 
dogs, said he, to make war upon the 
church! Look at this bridge," he cried, 
" each nation built half, but I nced not 
tell you which half the Portugueze bu i l t : 
they do every thing well! so strong, so 
durable ! it wiH last for ever! As for 
the Spanish parí (and he lifted up his 
eyebrows as he spoke) the first rain Wlli 
sweep it away*!" The Spaniards are 
not inferior in rhodomontade and national 
prejudiecs ; one of them after passing 
through the tent, which coníains a suiíe 
of eight handsome rooms, beside the bed 
chambers, turned round with a sneer, 

* And in reality the first rains swept away both 
parta. 
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" W e have better apartments for the pigs 
in Spain I" N o passion makes a man a 
liar so easily as vaniíy. 

The day darkened as we approached 
Elvas, and evidently betokened a wet 
night. W e knew how crowded the town 
must be, and thought with no comfortable 
anticipation on the difficulty of obtaining 
a lodging for the night. The approach 
to Elvas is by an ascent between planta-
tions of olives, almond trees in blossom, 
and orange trees laden with fruit. The 
Iris blossomed on the banks. W e were 
examined at the gates, and passed a second 
time through the purgatory of the cus-
tom-house. Here my únele left me to 
open the baggage, and in a short time re-
íurned with the colonel of one of the Por-
íugueze regiments, an Englishman. 

V O L . i i . e 
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L E T T E R X V . 

Estremos. -"•Arrayólos.—-'Montemor. — 
Travelling Misfortunes.— Venda Sil-* 
vei/ras.— Vendas Novas.—A Ro­
mería.—Aldea Gallega.—Arrival at 
Lishon. 

Friday, Jan. 22. 

C O L O N E L M . procured us a roora in the 
house where he himself lodged, and we 
enjoyed tlie novelíy of tea and toast and 
butter. Some of the Portugueze nobüity 
dropped in in llie evening. The conver-
sation turned upon the Spanish courf, 
and it was remarked that the Queen of 
Spain had her cortejo with her. Yes, it 
was replied, and a certain noble family 
accompanies the court, bccause you know 
the K i n g cannot do without a wife. 

4 
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f h e night was very tempestuous ; the 
doors and windows werelike M r . Shandy's, 
and clattered with the wind. W e bieak-
fasted early, and left Elvas* in a wct 
moraing•. Fort L a Lippe , which is 
deemed irapregnable, líes on a high l i i l l , 
to the north. W e passed ander a vcry fine 
aqueduct of four rows of arches. The 
country is beautifully varied, but we were 

* Those &ntiquaries who delight in fable will have 
itthat Elvas was founded by the Hebrews when they 
entered Spain, and iiamed after the city of Helbah. 
(Judges i . 31.) Others suppose that it was built by 
Marcus Helvius during his governmenl of Lusitania. 
Resende traces it to the Helvii . He gives an inscrip-
tion which records the rare circumstance of a mau 
erecting his own monument. 

C. AXONIUS. Q. F . P A P . 
L E G . X X . NAT. COI,. 
l ' iu PICENO. SE. VIVO. 
MONIMENT, FEO. S lBI . 
ET. FR. Q. A X . Q. F . 

The arms of this frontier city are singidarly appro-
priate : a man in armour, on horseback, bearing the 
banner of Portugal. Fairs are held here twice a yeaft 
Jan. 20, and Sept. 21. 

c 2 
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obliged to let down the aproa of Ihe calessa, 
and could only walk betwccn the storms. 
V i l l a Vinosa, the royal seat of Bra-
ganza, lay to the left. In five hours and 
a half we reached the Venda de Ponte j 
on the way 1 saw a hedge, and a curious 
one, for it was made of the gum cestus 
placed with the roots upwards! The 
diíFercnt state of the two countrics was 
soon visible. W e frequently saw single 
farra houses, and past a quinta^ or gen-
tleman's house, the garden of which was 
planted in clumps in the English style. 

At the Venda de Ponte was a friar 
about eighteen years of age, one of the 
íinest young raen I ever saw. He en-
quircd i f wc were Frenchmen, and on our 
answersaid, " A h ! I like the Engl ish ." 
" Wonld yon not have said the same if 
we had been French ?" said njy com-
panion. " Yes , " he replied, " í like 
the French very well, but 1 hate the 
Spaniards;" and íurning round to Manuel, 
he asked him what countryman he was : 
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Manuel began to answer, but the friar 
stopt him, " Enough! by the sound of 
the guitar we know what instrument it 
is. Y o u are eating raeat," saidhe; i( I 
must fast to-day—not becauso the Scrip-
íure tells me to, but because Ihe Charch 
commands me." u Y o u Uve very well 
in your eonvent?" He shook his head. 
w I am much more comfortable at home." 
l i e was on a visit to his frieuds, and had 
stopt here after a morning walk. 

W e got a wood-pigeon, a rabbit, and a 
haré at this place, with some birds of a kind 
unknown in England.* The pricst of 
the parish shot thenj, and sent them to the 
Venda to sell. There was a stone table 
in the kitchen, or rather on the kitehen 
floor, for it was not raised a foot abo ve it, 

* The ñame by which tliey were callee! was trumha-
dor, I can find notliing nearer this word than taram-
ioZa, a plover; but certainly tiiese were birds WhiiHb I 
had never seen before, and which bore no resemblance 
to our plovers, Whatever they were they provtd 
daiuty food. 

c 3 
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yet tbis is ílie íirst table of any kind which 
we have seen in an inn kitchen. 

í f Anaximander liad travelled thc two 
leagues from this place to Estremos, he 
would have íhouglit poimding in a raortar 
comforíable by comparison. The best 
apartraent here is occupied, and we are 
in a lamber roora, where an oíd chept 
serves us as a table3 and is to serve me íbr 
abedstead. There is a picture here of a 
sick man in bed, and the Virgin in the air 
praying íbr hira. The inscription says 
tliat our L a d y saved the life of Antonio 
Sardinho, in 1761. 

Saturday 23. 
Víhen at mora, the mnlcteer, 

With early cali, annoimces day, 
Sorrowing that early cali I hear 

Tiiat scares the visions of delight away, 
For deai- to me the silent hour 

When SLEEP cxerts its wizavd povvcr * 
For busy FANCY then let free, 
Borne on the wings of HOPE, my EBITH flies to thce, 

When the slant snn-beams crest 
The mountains shadowy breast; 
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When on the npland slope 
Shines the green myrtle wet with morning dew. 

And lovely as the youthful dreams of HOPE, 
The dim-seen landscape opens on the view; 

I gaze around with raptufd eyes 
On Nature's charms where no illusion lies, 

And drop the joy and memory-mingled tear, 
And sigh to think that EDITH is not here ! 

A t the cool honr of Even, 
When all is calm and still, 
And o'er the western hil l 

A riciier radiance robes the mellowed heaven; 
Absorb'd in darkness tlienco, 
When slowly fades in uight, 
Tiie dim-decaying light, 

L i k e the bright day-dreains of BENEVOLENCE ! 
Fatigued, and sad, and slow, 
Along my lonely way I go, 

And muse upon the distant day, 
Aod sigh, remembering EDITH far away. 

When late arriving at onr inn of rest, 
Whese roof exposed to many a winter's sky, 

Half shelters fiom the wind the shiv'ring guest; 
B y the lamp's melancholy gloom 
1 mark the miserable room, 
And gazing with indignant eye 

Onthebard lot of honest Poverty. 

c 4 



I sicken at the monster brood 
Who fill with wietchodness a world so good, 

And wish, retired, in some secluded glen, 
To dwell with PJSACE and EDITII, far from men. 

* * * * * * 
I f air-bathing be wholesome I have had 

it in perfection thewbole niglit ; lying on 
a chest, and in a current betwcen tbe door 
and the window, wbich as usual is nn-
glazed ; wben I aróse I knew not wbctber 
tbe cold, or íbe posture to which tbe bed 
had contracícd me, liad stiffened me most. 

Tbe fortifications of Estrcmoz are ont 
of repair, and the wbole town bears tbe 
marks of decay. 

Since Elvas has been made impreg-
nable, it seems to have been neglected.— 
It has been a place of great import­
ante. King Deniz had a palace bere, 
and bere it was that bis Avife Queen 
St. Isabel died. Fine marbles are found 
in the ueighbourbood. Tbe pottery is in 
great repute; the Portugueze have always 
been a nation of water drinkers, and tbere 
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is nothing to wliich they pay more alten-
tion than to the qualily of their water-
jugs. Those which are made here are of 
excellent workmanship, and have a pe­
culiar fragrance. The town derives its 
ñame from a species of pulse called Tre-
mogos, which grew in great abundance 
when the first settler» established them-
selves. This at least is said to be the 
etymology of the word; and one of these 
plants is the arms of the town. Its fairs 
are held Ju ly 25 and Noy . 30. The 
termo or district is very fertile, and is said 
to contain not fewer than eight h and red 
springs of good and wholesome water. 

The day has been wet, and we travelled 
with our dead lights dozon the three leagues 
to Venda do Duque. In this part of the 
country there is very fine timber; and we 
were surprised to find a chimney ín the 
sitting room here. The people make use 
of a hollow cañe instead of a bellows.— 
The stools and the eradle are of cork. 
The Portugueze spiís are very small, with 

c 5 
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four legs at the liandle; the ollier end 
rests upon some piece of fuel while the 
meat roasts; the spit is of course station-
ary, and when one side of the meat is 
done, the other is tnrned to the fire.— 
Tlicre was a simple and useful piece of 
kitchen furniture here, suspended frornthc 
cieling hy a cañe, through which a smaller 
cañe was inserled in frequent curves, on 
which any thing might be hung. 

O n the road to Arrayólos we crossed 
two of those streams that so frequently 
delay ov endanger the traveller in thesc 
couníries : they are fordable the greaíer 
part of the year, buí aftcr a heavy rain, 
coilecíing the water from the hills, they 
become impassable. The Prince of Brazil 
has stationed ferry boats here for bis mes-
sengers, during his stay at V i l l a Vinosa. 
Arrayólos forras a fine picture ai some-
iittle distance, seca from the p la in ; it 
stands high, and has a ruíncd castle. 

The Portugueze esialagems are perhaps 
b«tter than the Spauish posadas. The 

i 
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beds here, instead of being made on bed-
steads,* are placed on a kind of stair or 
platform raised about eight inches fro^ 
the floor. W e have seen no candles since 
we left Madrid, butthe lamps improve as 
we approach Lisbon. Here it has tliree 
branches as usual; an eye-screen projects 
before two of them, and a little exfin-
guisher, a pointed instrument to raise the 
•vvick, a small pincers to prune it, and a 
bucket to deposit the snuíF in, all of brass, 
are suspended hy brazen chains between 
the branches. 

Sunday 24« 

W e dined at the town of Montemor. 
The little river Canha flows below the 
town, and abounds with fish. This place 
is famous for a manufactory of water 
jars, made of a clay which emits a grate-
M odour. Small whiíe stones are mixed 

* This is common throughont Portugal, the beds are 
sometimes plawd on bedsteads, somatimes on thes« 
platforms. 

c G 
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in the clay, I know not for what purposc, 
unless it be to render the jugs porous ; 
and when the vessel has been soiled and 
clogged hy use, i f it be rubbed with stones, 
it recovers its colour and fragrance. Here 
I saw a funeral; the body was carried 
on a bier without a coffin, under a canopy. 
There are three sisters at the estalagem 
here, whose appearance and manners are 
very different from any we have seen 
before. Isidora indeed, might by her 
beauty and demeanour have afforded some 
excuse for one of Don Quixote's mistakcs; 
and were she indeed a princess, she would 
be the admiration of Europe. 

Here we witnessed the whole process of 
dressing Joze's rabbit. The spit was 
placed cither above, below, by the side of, 
or in the fire: to know when it was done 
they cracked the joints ; then they laid it 
by t i l l it cooled, then tore it piecemeal 
with their fingers, and fried it with onions, 
and garlic, and oi l . 

3 



37 

Sunday Evening. 

I have received another proof this 
evening, that travelling in these countries 
is not like M r . James Douglas's new 
method of cutting for the stone, speedy, 
safe, and agreeable.* 

W e left Montemor after dinner merrily, 
in expectation of reaching Aldea Gallega 
to-morrow night. It was a bad sign to 
stop half an hour while the calassero tied 
the spokes together; however we might 
certainly have safely reached the end of 
the stage with care. Joze, as usual, left 
the beasts to their own guidance. and the 
grey mulé, as usual, chose a dry path for 
iiimself; this path unluckily lay down 
the bank, and the crazy wheei gave way. 
The oíd gentleman who had very quietly 
suffered the mulé to do this mischief, now 
threw his hat upon the ground, and Mas 

* The motto to this book is Cito, tute, jucundc, 
I see a treatise upon Sypliilis advertised with the 
still more unlucky application of miseris succunert 
disco. 
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guilty of heresy, in asserting the mulé liad 
a soul, tbat he might commit blaspherny 
by assigning it oyer to the everlasling cara 
of three hundred devils. Alas ! we were 
upon a wide heath, and not one solitary 
imp appeared to help us. Here my únele 
and I passed no very agreeable tete-a-teíe 
from íive t i l l seven, in a dark cloudy 
evening, t i l l the calassero returned with 
two men and a cait-wheel, •with which we 
contrived to go back two miles to Venda 
de Silveyras, the most filthy and miserable 
hovel to which our ill-fortune has yet 
conducted us. 

The country near Montemor is beau-
tiful, with all variety of h i l l , and dale, 
and water. Here we saw enclosures and 
hedges, where the laurestina grew and 
blossomed luxuriantly; and here too for 
the íirst time 1 saw the prickly pear, or as 
it is called here the devil's % . W e 
crossed a stream on the road, so deep and 
so rapid that Joze dcsired us to pass by 
the stones at the fall. 
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Monday, Jan. 25. 

A t Silveyras as usual we raet no blanket; 
and as they were likewise without sheets, 
we of course lay down in our cloaths. 
Never did I behold so horrible a woman 
as the hostess there; her face in its hap-
piest raoments expressed sullen and brutal 
fcrocity; when roused inío anger, which 
happened upon every slight occasion (for 
evil tcmpers take fire like rotten wood), it 
was that of a fury or a fiend. W h e n we 
asked whaí Avas to pay, this woman enu-
merated the articles to her husband, 
41 they liad pepper," she began—" they 
had salt—they liad onions." Here we 
began our protest í£ no o n i o n s . " They 
had pepper," said she again,—" they 
had salt—-they had the roora—they had 
bcds:" " Wi thout sheets or blankeís" we 
addcd, u and they had o i l . " The man, 
however, notwithstanding these formi­
dable items made a reasonable charge; 
and this perhaps provokcd her. She 
ítegan to quarrel with him about an ass? 
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wliich she msistecl had been solcl by him 
for less thari its value ; she ravcd about 
the room like a mad woman, and at last 
sate herself down upon the ground to 
weep. 

For the two last days we Iiave been 
amused hy seeing a countryraan driving 
an obstínate horse in a carro mato ; i f the 
horse chose to stand still , all the driver's 
efforts could not make him advance; he 
would rear, and plunge, and kick, and go 
back—any raovement but the right one : 
This man we found at Silveyras, and 
leaving his horse with our carriage, "we 
laid our baggage on the carro maio} and 
proceeded with the mules on this new 
conveyanee. 

A carro mato, is the shafts and wheels 
of a Portugueze chaise, when the body of 
the chaise is taken off and the shafts con-
uected by a netting which supports the 
load. In this agreeable conveyance we 
set out for Vendas Noras: we enquired 
the distance, and the man told us it was a 
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moutkful, but as this mouthful was in 
the Englisli phrase a good bit, we found 
the motion too hard to endure, and pro-
ceeded on foot through tbe wet. The 
way was through a wilderness of ever-
green shrubs and aromatic herbs; the 
gura cestus grew in abundance, and the 
myrtle also, yielding a delighlful odour 
under our feet. W e were three hours 
advancing two leagues, for the rains have 
broken up the roads. 

There is a royal palace at Vendai 
Novas, or huníing seat, in bad repair, 
and going todecay. JoamV. had occasion 
to sleep at this place oue nighl, and or-
dered this palace to be built forhis re-
ception ; and accordingly built it was, 
half by torch light, the men working at 
it day and night. " Sem duvida" says 
D'Aucourt, " he huma das ttctOefis em que 
Sua Magestade mostrou a sua magnani­
midades e o seu poder.'" Withoutdoubt it 
is one of Ihose actions in which his ma-
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jesty manifested his raagnanimitj and his 
power. Here, for the first time, I saw 
fences of aloes which grow to ten or 
twelve feet in height, and would be im-
pregnable to the boldcst fox-hunter. 
Here the calassero chuses to pass the 
night on account of the wcather; for it 
rains heavily, and the oíd woman of the 
estalagem has promised him a fine day to-
morrow because the cat's skin looks 
bright. Rabbit skins are sold here at a 
cruzado novo (2s. 9d.) the dozen. 

As we sat b j the kitcben fire this 
evening, a Portugueze chose to entertain 
us by relating his history. " 1 was on 
board a ship when I was young," said he, 
<c but I quarrelled with another boy; he 
struck me witha stick, and I stabbed him 
with a penknife, and ran away." The 
man related this with the raost perfect 
coolness. A grcat black-bearded fellow 
made our beds here, the ugliest liound I 
eversaw by way of a chamber-maid. 
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Wednesday, 27. 

W e started vcry early yesterday. Tlie 
country is flat and sandy, and well-
wooded wiíh pines. About a mile from 
Vendas Novas is a stone cross on a stonc 
pedestal, with a long inscription; but 
as all inscriptions in these countries are 
perfect enigmas, 1 could only make out 
tliat several persons travelling from Lisbon 
had been murdered there, and the usual 
conclusión; £í Passenger, for the love of 
G o d , pray for their souls." W e dined 
at Yenda de Pegoens, a place, says D ' A u -
court, " commuitos mosquitos e nada que 
comer " Avith plenty of mosqueíor and 
nothingto eat, and proceeded íive leagues 
fartlier to Aldea Galega, which we en-
tered in triurnph on the carro mato, at 
íive in the evening, with a haré hanging 
at the shafts, an appendage that in your 
land of liberty might have procured a 
traveller lodgings at the county ja i l . 
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A little before we reached Aldea Galega 
is the church of Nossa Senhora da 
Atalaya, where we passed a romeria. 
W h e n a foolish man or woman, or any 
one of their children is sick, the B¡ck 
person, or the parent, makes a YOW, in 
case of recovery, to return thanks to the 
Vi rg in , or whatever Saint has been called 
in upou the occasion, at some church] 
and the more distant the church, the more 
meritorious is the pilgrimage, or ro­
meria.* A l l their neighbours who are 
bigotted or idle enough to accompany 
them join the procession, and they collect 
the rabble from every rillage that they 
pass; for the expences of the whole train 
are paid by the person who makes the 
vow. The one we passed eonsisted of 
eíght covered carts full , and abo ve an 

* The etymology of this word is obvious; it must 
have beevi fortned when no pilgrimage was so tashion-
able as that to Rome. We have the word in Englisb, 
roomery, Sir Thomas Herbert the traveller uses it. 
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liundred men, women, and childrenj on 
horseback, on mule-back, on ass-back, 
and on foot. W henever they approaclied 
a town or village, they announced their 
arrival by letting off rockets. Bag-pvpes 
and drums preceded tliem, and men and 
women, half undressed, danced before 
them along the road. Most of the men 
werc drunk, and many of tlie women liad 
bronght little infants upon this absurd 
and licentious expedition. 

The image of our Lady of Atalaya was 
found on the top of a tree, which said 
tree from that time has distilled a balsam 
of miraculous medicinal powers. In 
September the negroes have a feíe at 
this place which is continued for scveral 
days. 

In former times a woman of Galicia , 
whose ñame was Alda , kept a venda here, 
and from her ñame Alda a Galega, the 
place was callcd, and the town which has 
grown there. This is the origin assigned 
it by the great Portnguezc corographer, 
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and be adds that it was called Aldea 
Galega de Rebatejo, to distinguish it frora 
Aldea Galega de Merciana; but bolh 
places were named from the same obvious 
causes, that they were ehiefly people by 
Galegos. It is a considerable town. 
Fourscore years ago tliere were nine estala-
gens here, the largest, cleanest, and best 
sapplied in Portugal. How many, or of 
what description they now are, I do not 
know, but the town has not declined. 
l i s extent, however, bears no proportion to 
this number of inns. The concelho, or 
Corporation, has the exclusive privilege of 
selling straw for the beasts of travellers. 
N a y , there is none in the country, and the 
privilege was rented at nearly six hundred 
m i l reis. The camera, or chamber, pay 
seventy mil reis a year to a physician, 
fifteen to an apotheeary, and twelve to a 
surgeon, who is of c o u r s ^ barbero. 
The inhabitants have the singpíar privilege 
of passing free in the fefry boats to 
Lisbon. 
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W c were fortúnate enough to procure a 
boat immediately ; an(f after a rough and 
unpleasant passage of two hours landed at 
Lisbon. I rejoiced at finding myself 
upon Terra Firma, and at five o'clock 
in the raorning I was awakened by aa 
earthquake \ 
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L E T T E R X V I . 

Earthquake.—Ohseroations on íhe City. 
—Meeiing of Ihe txoo Courts. 

Satimlay, Jan, 30. 

On my possage I was tossed about by 
the winds and wavcs, on the road I snf-
fered much for want of fire, aiul I arrived 
at Lisbon just iti time to hear the house 
crack over ray head in an eartliquake. 
This is the seventh sbock that lias been 
felt since the first of November, They 
had a smart shock on the 17th of this 
month, but the connoisseurs in earth-
quakes* say, that this last, though of 

• I transcribe the following note from the divine 
legation of Moses, becanse it affords some ground for 
supposing that it is possible to predict thcse convnl-
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shorter duration, was the most dangcrous, 
^for this was the perpendicular sliake, 

whereas the other was the imdulatory 
motion. One person whora I heard of 

sions of the earth, and if so their most fatal effects 
may be prevented, 

« Pythagoras's popular account of earthquakes 
was, that they were occasioned by a synod of ghosts 
assembled under ground; but Jamblichus informa us 
that he sometimes predicted earthquakes by the taste 
of well-water." 

Pliny the Eider says, L . 2. C . 83. " Futuro ter-
raemotu est in puteis turbidior aqua." And Paul 
Dudley, Esq. in the Philosophical Transactions, N o . 
437, P . 72, speaking of an earthquake in New England, 
gays, " A neighbour of mine that has a well thirty-six 
feet deep, about three days befoi e the earthquake, was 
snrprized to find his water, that used to be very sweet 
and iimpid, stink to that degree that they could make 
no use of it, ñor searce bear the house when it was 
broughtin; and thinking sorae carrion was got into 
the well, hesearched the bottom, but found it clear 
and good, though the colour of the water was turned 
wheyish, or palé. In about seven days after the earth­
quake, the water began to mend, and in three days 
more returned lo its former sweetness and color." It 
is mentioned by Agatinas that all the wells in th« 
Island of Cos became salt after an earthquake, 

V O L . I I . D 
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leapt out of bed, and ran immediatcly to 
the stable to ride off. Another, more con-
siderately, put out a light that was burning 
in his room, because, said he, theíirc does 
more mischief than the earthquake. 

As this sliock happened ten days after 
the last, and precisely at the same hour, 
there is a man who has gone about pro-
phesying a severer one at the same hour 
ten days henee. The fellow has been 
very properly imprisoned. Several fami-
lies have left Lisbon, without considering 
the greater tlie naraber of slight shocks, 
the less reason is there to apprehend a 
violenl one,* 

A Germán was invited by an English 
family here to take pot luck for dinner. 
He would eaí no roast beef, no turkey, all 
thedihhcs passed him untouched. <{ I do 
vait for dat excellent pote loock," said 
lie. Y o n are in great danger of meeting 
wi ih poí-luck i f you walk ¿hese streets by 
night. Danae was less alarmed than I 
am at the golden shower, when I 
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" Hear nightly dashed into the perilons streel, 
« The frequent urn." 

This sound, even i f you escape extreme 
unction, announces another danger. There 
are an astonisliing number of dogs here 
wlio belong ío nobody, and annoy every 
body: these animáis fortunately devour 
great part of wbat is discharged from the 
windows, and no sooner do they hear the 
fall than they run towards it from a l l 
quarters, and wi l l nearly throw down the 
person who is unluckily in their way. 
The rats, who live among the oíd ruins, 
come to partafce the banquet, for these 
animáis live together on the most friendly 
terms. Many of these dogs have their 
ears erect, and some are without hair, per-
haps of the Turkish breed. 

The filth of this city is indeed as-
tonishing; every thing is thrown into the 
street, and all the refuse of the kitchen, 
and dead animáis are exposed to these 
scorching suns. I believe these Portu 
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gueze would tlirow one another ouf, and 
í{ leave the dead to bury the dead," i f it 
were not the interest of the pncsts to pre-
yent tliem, 

In wet weather tlie streets of Lisbon 
are very agreeable: i f you walk under 
the houses you are drenched by the water-
spouts; i f you attempt the middle, thcre 
is a torrent; would you go between the 
two, there is the dunghill. W h e n it rains 
hard some of the streets are likc rivers: 
I have seen the water rushing down the 
Rúa San Bento more than three fcet deep. 
"While the stream does not yet fill up the 
way, some of the more considérate people 
make a kind of bridge over it, by placing 
a plank on two blocks or barréis ; and at 
the raost frequented crossings the Galegos 
or Galicians, who are the porters of the 
place, stand to carry people across ; but 
sometimes this is impossible, the tide 
rushes with such forcé that no person can 
stem it. Carriages have been overturned 
by it in the Rúa de San Bento, which col-
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iects the rain from several hills, and ít is 
not long since a woman vras drowned* 
íbere. 

Monday, Feb. 1. 

The meeíing of the two courts on the 
frontiers gives rise to a thousand con-
jectnres. N o one attributes it to any prí­
vate wish the K i n g of Spain might have 
to see his daughter, or the Prince of 
Braz i l , her husband; for it is very rarely 
that friendship or aíFection wi l l lead a 

• A similar accident liappened at the " down^oing 
of the way from St. Jolm's Church upon Walbrook, 
unto the river of Thames. Whereby the water in tlie 
channel there hath snch a swift conrse, that in the 
year 1554, on the fourth of September, after a very 
strong shower of rain, a lad of the age of eighteen 
years, minding to have leapt over the channel, vvas 
taken by the feet, and born down by the violence of 
Ihat narrow stream, and carried towards the Thames 
with such a violewt swiftness, as no man cotild refcue 
®r stay him, till he carne against a cart-wheel that stood 
in the water gate, befare whicli time he was drowned 
and stark dead. Síow, 
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monarch so far from home. The general 
opinión suspecfs a design on the part of 
Spain, to en^age this country in a league 
with France, and this is the raost probable 
rcasonthat can be assigned. The French 
minisíer is at Badajos. 

A t Vendas Novas we heard of a sin­
gular case c f injusíice occasioned by the 
embargo» A carrier was employcd ío 
conrey the cloaths of the Spanish A m -
bassador ío Elyas, and paid beforchand. 
O n the road a Juiz'"r de Fora embargocd 
bis mnles, and the ambassador on this 
grand occasion was without cloaths. He 
wrote ío Lisbon to complain of the 
carrier, and íhe poor fellow is now in 
prison. 

A courier was drowned last week in one 
of the streams ihat cross the road by V i l l a 
Vizosa. The Prince of Brazil was about 
to pass the same water a few hours before 
the accident happened, but his coachraan 

* The civil Magistrate of the place. The Justice of 
Peace. 
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refused to venture. l i a d he, or any F U 
dalgo of his suiíe been drowned, a bridge 
woiild liave been buiit. As it is only a 
courier, tbey wi l l eoníent tliemselves wiíh 
placing a wooden cross as a monument of 
the past, instead of preventiug tlie danger 
of the future. 
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L E T T E R X V J I 

Portugue%e Account of the Anliqiiity, 
Climate, Population, and People of 
Portugal.—The nine Excellences of 
the Portugueze Language.— National 
Enmity and characteristic Differences, 

E U R O P E , says Antonio de Sonsade M a -
cedo, is the best of the four quarters of 
the globe: Spain is the best part of 
Europe: Portugal* is the best part of 
Spain. Europe is the prime part of the 
world, Spain is the head of Europe. 
Portugal is the crown of Spain. The 
tales of the Fortúnate Islands and the 
Elysian^Fiekls are not the mere fable» of 

* H e wrote when Portugal was annexed to Spain. 
His book is in Spanisli, and entitled, " Flores de Es­
paña—Excelencias de Portugal." 



the poets; they describcd places whlch 
really exist, and only iruleed gave a faint 
description of Lisbon and the adjacent 
country. So rauch for the beauty and 
optimism of Portugal, l is great anti-
quity is as boldiy asserted, and as c lear ly 
proved. The foundation o f Lisbon b y 
Ulysses was designed by Pope for an 
episode in his projected epic poem, and 
forras the subject of the Ulyssea of Gabriel 
Pereira de Castro; and the Ulyssipa of 
Antonio de Souza de Macedo, but this 
belongs to the poets, and tempting as is 
the etymology of Lisbon from ülysses, 
the antiquarian rejects it. It was founded 
b y El isa the eldest son of Java, says Luis 
Marinho de Azevedo; he called it Eíi-
«eon, thence Elisbon,—Lisbon. Noíh ing 
can be plainer. 

I f however, the honour of founding the 
metrópolis of Portugal be contested be-
tween Elisa and Ulysses, there is no con-
troversy concerning the establishment of 
Setuval b y Tubal . 
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One of the many excellcncies of Por­
tugal is its great population. Do you 
question this ? Macedo tells you that 
Tubal at bis death left sixty-fivc thousand 
descendanís. Y o u object to this as too 
remote a fact. It contained five miliion 
and sixty-eight thousand inhabitants in 
the time of Augustus. But you want to 
kno\v i f it be populous at present. H i s 
proof is decisive. Blanca de Rocha, the 
wife of Rodrigo Monteiro, had fourteen 
children at a birth who were all baptized. 
Mar ia Marcella had seven at a birth, -who 
a l l entered the church, greatiy to the 
benefit of population no doubt! It is 
true Dacianus Asirius speaks of two 
women, each of whom had ííiiríy children 
at a birth ; but that, as he confesses, was 
an abomination; whereas Calgia, a Portu-
gueze, had nine, and they all became 
saints; and Inez del Casal de Gueday 
was married seven timos, and had an 
liundred and seven children, and de­
scendanís. 
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Aristotle observes tliat ihc inhabitants 
of cold countries, and the Europeans 
possess great courage, but little genius 
and that tbe Asiatics have great genius 
but little courage, the eíFect of climate 
but as tlie Greeks are sitúate between both 
they partake the qualitics of both, aad 
are consequently ra ore perfect iban eitber. 
Experience pro ves tbis more clearly tban 
any reasoning can do. It is manifest to 
every person tbat the Europeans are su­
perior to the resí of the woríd, and íhat 
of them, they who inhabit the mo-re íe ra -
perate regións are the more perfect by na-
ture, as we see the Spaniards and í ta l íans ; 
and it is evident that as Lisbon is sitúate 
in the most températe aspect, the infiuence 
of the Heavens must necessarity make its 
inhabitants most perfect of al l , both in 
corporeal beauty and mental excellence. 
So says Luis Mendes de Vasconcellos. 

There was once a lady in Lisbon, of 
such superior ugliness, that she was the 
jest of the whole city. Mortified by the 
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unfortunate singularity of bcing ugly 
where a l l bosides werc beauüful, slie 
prajed with nnceasing fervor to her 
patrón Saint, St. Vincent. Her prayers 
were heard, and she beheld herself one 
morning in her looking glass the most 
beautiful woman in Portugal. " I say,'* 
excíairns Macedo, " that the Saint works 
roany such miracles, for he is much and 
devoutedly worshipped, his benevolcnce 
is great, and power cannot be wanling in 
hinij for he dwells in the prcsence of G o d ; 
but what convinces me of this is that 
without some such miraculous interpo-
sition the Portugueze women could not 
possibly be so beautiful as they are." 

Such then, according to those who 
must be the best acquainted with them, 
are the excellences ©f the country, the 
metrópolis, and the inhabitants. There 
are likewise Nine Excellenees in the 
Portugueze language; and these, as quoted 
from Macedo, are prefixed to the new 
dictionary of the Academy. 
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Excellence the first.—Its great antiquiiy. 
One of the seven-
tj-two languages 
given b j God to 
tlie builders of Ba­
bel, being brought 
i rito Portugal by 
Tubal . 

Excellence the second.—It has everj qua-
l i ty which a lan-
guage ought to 
ha ve to be períect. 

Excellence the third.—Harmonious pro-
nunciation of the 
Portugueze lan-
guage. 

Excellence the fourth.—Brevitj of the Por­
tugueze language. 

Excellence the fifth. —Perfect orthogra-
phy of the Portu­
gueze language. 

Excellence the sixth.—Aptitude of the Por­
tugueze language to 
any kind of style. 
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Excelíence the*seventli.—Grcat similarity 
of the Portugueze 
language to Ihe 
Lat in . 

* Sorae of the Portagueze writers have amused 
themselves by composing the two langnages ai once : 
" O quam gloriosas memorias publico, considerando 
quanto vales nobilissima iingoa Lusitana, cum tua 
facundia excessivamente nos provocas, excitas, in-
flammas ; quam altas victorias procuras, quain celebres 
triumphos speras, quam excellentes fabricas fundas, 
quam perversas furias castigas, quam feroces inso­
lencias rigorosamente domas, manifestando de prosa 
de metro tantas elegancias Latinas. 

Manoel Severim de Faria, 

This hymn to St. Ursula and Eleven Thousand 
Virgíns is a better specimen. 

Canto toas palmas, famosos canto triumphos, 
Ursula divinos martyr concede favores. 
Subjectas sacra nympha feros animosa tyrannos. 
T u PiiCKaix vivendo ardes, ardendo triumphas. 
Illustreggenerosa choras das Ursula, bellas 
Das rosa bella rosas, fortes das sancta columnas. 
^Eternos vivas annos o regia planta! 
Devotos cantando hympos, vos invoco sanctas, 
Tam puras nymphas amo, adoro, canto, celebro. 
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Excellcnce the eightli.—The wide cxeni 
of country where 
tlic Portugucze lan-
gungc is spoken. 

Per vos felices annos o candida turba; 
Per vos innúmeros de Christo spero favores. 

The Author says, 
Lidos em Latim seráo Latinos, 
Lidos em Portuguez sao Portnguezes. 

GEORGE of MONTEMAYOR has composed a Sonnet 
which is at once Spanish and Portugueze. 

Amor con desamor se esta pagando, 
D u r a paga pegada estranamente, 
Duro mal de sentir estando ausente 

D e mihi qi e vivo en pena lamentando. 
O mal, porque te vas manifestando ? 

Bastavate matarme occnltamente, 
Que en fe de tal amor, como prudente, 

Podíais, esta alma atormentando. 
Considerar podia Amor de mi. 

Estando en tanto mal que desespero, 
Que en firme fudamento este fundado. 

Ora se espante Amor en verme assi. 
Ora digo que passo, ora que espero 

Sospiros, desamor, pena, cuidado. 
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Excellence the nintb.—The commendation 
wli^ch somany aa-
tBors ha ve bpstowed 
upon the Porlu-
gueze language, 

A loncr proof is annexed ío each of 
these propositions, and the whole filis 
three folio pages. 

This is enougíi to remind ene of Ihe 
Esquimaux, who dístínguished themsolves 
from the rest of mankind by the title of 
M E N . One of (hese M E N saw a dried 
monkey iíi Engiand, and declared in the 
utmost agitation that it was a little oíd 
Esquimaux! 

Strip a Spaniard of all his virtues, and 
yon make a good Poríugueze of hira, 
says the Spanish proverb. I have heard 
it said more truly, " add hypocrisy to a 
Spaniard's vices, and yoxi have the Por-
tugueze character." These nations blas-
pheme God , by calling each other natural 
enemics. Their feelings are mutually 
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hostile, but íbe Spaniards despise the 
Portug-ueze, and the Portugueze líate the 
Spaniards. 

Almost every man in Spaín smokes; 
the Portugueze never smoke, but most of 
them take snufF. None of the Spaniards 
wi l l use a wheel-barrow, none of the Por­
tugueze wi l l carry a burthen: the one 
says it is only fit for beasts to draw car-
riages, the other that it is only fit for 
beasts to carry burthens. A l l the portera 
in Lisbon are Galegos, an industrious and 
honest race, despised by both nations for 
the very qualities that render them re-
spectable. A n Englishman at Porto 
wanted his servant to carry a small box 
to the next house ; the man said he was a 
Portugueze, not a beast; and actually 
walked a mile for a G alego to carry the 
box. 

The history of the present war wi l l 
show with what wisdom public aífairs are 
conducted in this kingdom. The Portu­
gueze were engaged by trcaty to furnish 
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the English witíi a certain number of 
ships, or a certain sum of money, and the 
Spaniards with troops, or raoney. The 
money was éxpected, but Martinho de 
ívlello, the Vlmister and Secretary of 
State, argfued, that as the raoney was to 
be expended, it was wiser to cxpcnd it 
amorsg their own countrymen, and disci­
pline soidiers and sailors : the ships were 
thereíbre sont to Porísmouíh, and troops 
to Roussillon. Mello's measures werc 
vigorous ; he resolved to place cvery part 
of the Portugneae dominions ia a state of 
éefence, recaíled the general of one of 
the provinces, appointed him cornmander 
in chief in Brazil , and ordered him to bs 
ready to depart, at an liour's notice ; h\ú 
Mello was oíd and infirm, he was taken 
i i l , ?nd during his illness the paríy who 
disapproyed his measnres h-iZ the manage­
ment, and every thing was at a stand.— 
After remaining three months at Lisbon, 
the general saw no probability of depart-
ing, and he thereíbre sent for his furnitiir« 
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and wife and family to Lisbon. Soon 
after ihcy arrived the sccrclary recovered. 
Every tbing was hurried for the expedi-
tion, and the general sent his wife, family, 
and furniture home again. Again Mello 
was taken i l l , again the preparations were 
suspended, and again the general called 
his family to Lisbon. The oíd man re­
covered, sent them all into the country, 
forwarded the preparations, fell i l l a third 
time and died. The raeásures of the 
government have cince been uniformly 
languid, and with a stupidity that almost 
exceeds belief, though they had sent ships 
to England and troops to Spain, they 
never believed themselves at war with 
France, t i l l the Frenen took their ships at 
the mouth of the river. 

A Portugueze vessel was taken by the 
French and carried into the isle of Bour-
bon. The Portugueze insisted that they 
were not at war with France, and as the 
French were not quite certain, they were 
about to restore the ship, when another 
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prize was brought in ; in searching tbi« 
they found an English newspaper, with 
an account that the Portugueze fleeí had 
arrived at Portsmouth. The next French 
vessel that arrived broughta French news­
paper, Avith a Ust of the two and twentj 
nations with whom the Republic was at 
war. 
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L E T T E R X V I I I . 

Affidavit of a Stone fál l ing from ihe Air. 
itemarkahle Phenomenon of this kind 
in Spanish Htston/. 

jV. Phenomenon hasoccurred herewiíhin 
these fcw days, which we sometimes find 
mentioned in history, and always dis-
believe. 1 shall make no comment on Ihe 
account, but give yon an autheníic copy 
of the deposition of the witnessesbefore a 
magistrate. 

Elias Antonioy Juiz Ordinario do Termo 
de Evora-Monte, e Morador na Fregué-
zia de Freixo, na Herdade dos GaT/os,— 
dice. 

Que no dia 10 de Fevreiro, entre huma 
para as duas horas de farde, ouvira dous 
éstaílos, semelhantes aos da expulsam das 



70 

minas, depois que sentirá hum grande 
estrondo ou rugido, que durava perto de 
dous minutos, e que observando o horizonte 
nam vira escuridam, nuvem, ou vestigio 
por donde inferisse a causa daqvelle 
aconticimiento. Porem tinha reconhecido 
que o dito rugido corrió do Norte ¡rara o 
Naséente, estando o dia claro c sereno., 

Gregorio Calado, lavrador na Herdade 
do Pazo, Termo do Redondo, dice, sentía 
o estrondo referido, e que passado hum 
pequeño espado de tempo, hum criado seu, 
chamado Joze Fialho, Ihe apresentara 
huma pedra de cor de chumbo, que pesava, 
10 arraléis, sendo a sua figura irregular. 
Cuja pedra foi conduzida pelo dito Joze 
Fialho, que se achava em huma folha da 
dita herdade denominado Tasquinha no 
Termo de Evora-Monte, para ter obser­
vado que depois dos estallos e estrondo, 
tinha cahido perto delle hum corpo grave, 
e indo procurar achava a dita pedra, era-
Dada na térra ainda moma, e a térra 
movida de fresco. O mesmo affirmaram 
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mats quarto mogos que estamo naquelles 
contornos. 

Elias Antonio,* Ordinary Judge of the 
Term of Evora Monte, and Inhabitant of 
the Parish of Frei ro , in the Herdade dos 
Gayos, says^ 

That on the 19th day of February, be-' 
tween one and two o'clock in the after-
noon, he hcard two reports, similar lo 
those of the explosión of raines ; afíer 
which he percsived a great riimbling noise 
"which lasted about two minutes. Looking 
up to the horizon it was not obscured, 
neither was there.any cloud or appear-
anee from which he could conjecture the 
sound to have proceeded. He reeollects 
likewise that the rumbling ran from north 
to east, the day being clear and serene. 

Gregorio Calado, labourer in the Her­
dade do Pazo, and Term of Redondo, 

* Justices of the Peace were perhaps a proper 
traMslation, but I have thonght it better to Anglicize 
the Portngueze words, than substnute English one» 
whose meaning may net be precisely the same» 
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says, that he heard the above-mentioned 
s o a n á , and tbat a little while after, one of 
his servants, callcd Joze Fialho, brought 
him a stone of the colour of lead, weighing 
ten pounds, and irregular in its figure, 
which stone the said Joze Fialho had 
found in a meer of the' Herdade called 
Tasquinha, intheTerm of Evora-Monte; 
for after tlie two reports and the rumbling 
sound, he heard sorne heavy body fall 
near him, and found this stone sunk into 
the ground, still warm, and the ground 
freshly moved. Four boys who were in 
the same part affirmcd the same. 

The most remarkable fact, and perhaps 
the most important one wlíich has yet 
been produced upon this curious subject, 
is to be found in the Centón Epistolario 
of Fernán Gómez de Cibdáreal, physician 
to Juan I I . Epist. 74. 

A l dato varón Juan de Mena, cronista 
del Ray Don Juan neustro Señor. 
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Estando el Rey é todos los de la Corte 
cazando al pie de la cuesta desta Villa de 
Roa, desque el sol se metió en unas nubes 
blancas, se veian baxar unos cuerpos á 
manera de penas pardas, é mas oscuras, 
é tanto espesas é grandes, que todos ovieron 
gran maravilla. E después de colar una 
hora paró todo, é el sol se tornó a descobrir 
¿fueron unos buitreros en sus rocines á dó 
cayera aquella cosa, que a media legua, 
escasa seria ; é volvieron á decir, que iodo 
el campo cubierto era de penas grandes é 
chicas, que la dehesa no se veia. E l Rey 
tobo voluntad de ir á lo ver ¡ é lo dixeron, 
que lugar que el cielo escogiera para sus 
operaciones, non era seguro andar Su 
Senaria fasta que otro lo oviese especu­
lado. E mandó el Rey ir á saber lo 
cierto al Bachiller Gómez Bravo su 
Adalid,- é fué, é tornó estando el Rey 
vuelto á Roa, é traxo quatro de aquellas 
penas, é yo era presente á ello, que al 
verlas caér non fui presente, ca en Roa 
quedara. E son de los prodigios mayores 
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que leemos en ninguno Filosofo, ó Fisico 
que escrito haya; que son algunas como 
morteros redondos, é otras como medias 
ülmoadas de lecho, é otras como medidas 
de medias fanegas, tanto leves é sotiles de 
levantar, que las mas grandes media libra 
no pesan, é tan moles é Mandas, que á 
las espumas del mar espesedas semejan, 
ca si dan á uno en la mano no le facen 
feriia, ni dolor, ni señal. E l Rey os 
manda levar destas espumas ó piedras. 
E muchos facen ya agüeros; ca no hay 
cosa de la ncáura que no la quieran semejar 
¿i la gobernación los que dclla son mal 
acomodados. 

i( To the learned personage Juan de 
Mena, Cluonicler to K i n g Don Juan our 
Lord . 

" As the K i n g and all those of liis 
Court were huníing attlie footof the h i l l , 
bclow this town of Roa, the sun went be-
bind somc wliiíe clouds, and certainbbdics 
were seen falling likc grey stones, so dark 
and thick, and large, tliat al l were greatly 



astonished. í n about an liour lliis ceusedj 
and tlie sun carne out again, and some 
horsemcn rodc up to the place, which was 
a short half league oíF; and they came 
back to say that the whole field was 
covered with stones big and little, so that 
íhe ground could not be secn. Thcn the 
king would fain go to see i í ; and they 
said to him, that a place which Heaven 
liad chosen for its operations was not safe 
for his highness to ventare in t i l l some 
other liad spied it out. A n d then the 
Idng ordered his adalid the Batchelor 
Gómez Bravo to go and learn what it was : 
and he went and carne back to the king, 
who was by that time returned to Roa, 
and he brought with him four of the 
stones, and I was thcn present, which I 
was not when they fell, having remained 
in Roa. A n d this is one of the greatest 
prodigies that we read of in any philoso-
phor or naturalist, for some are like 
round mortars, and others like the pillow 
of a bed, and others like a measure of 
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half a büsliel; and so liglit that thc 
biggcst (loes not weigli half a pound, and 
so soft and whiíe that they seem like tile 
thickened foara of the sea, for i f yon were 
struck with them they would neither oc-
casion a wound, ñor give pain, ñor leave 
a mark. The king has ordered some of 
íhis froth or stone to be scnt yon. Many 
persons are drawing auguries from íhis, 
for there is nothing in nature which wi l l 
not be likcned to government by those 
who are i l l at ease under 1L" 

The fact is related in the Chronica del 
R . D . Juan II. cap. 275, with diíTerence 
of circurastance enough to show that this 
part was not written by Juan de Mena. 

Estando el Rey allí en Roa en el dicho 
año, le fue dicho como en Maderuelo tilla 
del Condestable, avia acaecido una cosa tan 
maravillosa, que jamas fue vista ni oyda 
en el mundo : la qual fue, que veian por 
el aj/re venir piedras muy grandes, como 
de tova livianas, que no pesavan mas que 
pluma, y aunque davan a algunos en la 



77 

cabeza no hazián daño ninguno ; y destas 
cayeron muy gran muchedumbre en la 
dicha villa, y cerca della ; y como en esto 
el Rey dudasse, y todos los que lo oyan, 
mando al Bachiller Juan Ruyz de Agreda, 
adalid en su corte ; que fuesse a saber, si 
esto era verdad/ el qtial fue, y no sola­
mente fue certificado ser as si, mas traxo 
algunas de aquellas piedras, tan grandes 
como una pequeña almohada, y tan 
livianas, como pluma, y todas huecas y 
floxas, de que el Rey y todos los que lo 
vieron se maravillaron mucho. 

<4 Wlí i le tbe king was at Roa, in the 
said year (1438), it was told him that in 
Maderuelo, a town of the constables, 
there had happened g, thing so marvelions 
as liad never before been seen or beard of 
in the world, which was, that great stones 
had been seen to come through the air, 
liglit as i f they were pumice-stones, and 
even not weighing heavier than fcathers, 
so that though they struck some persons 
upon the hcad it did them no hurt; and 
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a Tery great number o f íhese fell i n í l ie 
town and round about ií. Now inasmuch 
as the king, and all they yvho heard 
tbis, doubíed it, he sent the Batchcíor 
JuanRuyz de Agreda, an adalid of hís 
court, to go and learn wheíher it were 
true : the which adalid went, and not 
only was certified that it had verily been 
so, but moreover brought \yith him sorae 
of those stones as big as a small pil low, 
and as light as feather, and al l hollów 
and brií t le: -wheieat the king and a l l 
who beheld them marvelled greaíly. 

This second account is that of a writcr 
at a distance, unacquainíed with circum-
staaces, and supplying motives. The fact 
is very remarkable, for let the heavier 
sky-síones come whence they may, these 
must have been formed in the aímosphere. 
Are there not some showers of ashes re-
cor dcd, which fell in places so remoto 
from any volcano, that they are more 
probably akin to these substances than 
volcanic ? 
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L E T T T E I 1 X I X . 

Wantof Lamps.—Beggars.—Provisions. 
— Vermin.—Siiperstition.—Anecdoles. 
—Snow. 

IF you walk the streeís of Lisbon by 
night, it is not OHIJ necessary to know tlie 
way, but to be well acquainted with a l l 
the windings of the little channel that 
runs between the shoals and mud banks. 
There are no public lamps lighted except 
before the image of a saint; and i f you 
have a flarabeau carried before you, you 
are sometimcs pelted by persons who do 
not wish to be seen. I know an English-
man who has been thus obliged to ex-
íinguish his light. 

There are iamps, however, but tliey 
are never lighted ; and I mention tliem to 
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remark two pcculiarities, which it wouíd 
be well to adopt in Englafld. They are 
made square, or v/iih six sides, so tlmt tbe 
expeace of mending- tbem is compara^ 
tively little ; and instead of the dangerous 
and inconvenient méthod of ligliíing 
thern by means of a laddcr, íbe lamp is 
leí down. One of Ibe Eng-lish residents 
found the lamp at bis door so frequently 
broken, tbat at last be placed a saint be-
Mnd i t ; tbe remedy was efficacious, and 
it isas rcmained safely from tbat time 
under tbe same protccíion. It is pleasant 

t with oneof tbese enlightened per-
sonages, for tbey are indeed lights sbining 
in darkacss. 

But tbe streets of Lisbon are infcsted by 
anotber nuisance, more intolerable tban 
tbe nigblly darkness, or their eíernal 
dirf, the beggars. I never saw so horri­
ble a nuraber of wretcbes made raonstrous 
by nature, or still more monstrous by the 
dreadful diseases tbat their own vices 
have contracíed, Y o u cannot pass a 
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street wilhout being sickened hy some 
huge íumour, some mishapon member, or 
uncovered wound, carefully exposed to 
tbe publíc eye. These people should not 
be snffered ío mangle the feelings and in-
sult the decency of the passonger: i^they 
wi l l not acccpt tbe relief of the liospital, 
íhey should be compelled to endure the 
restraint of the prison, Perhaps you 
may think I express myself too harshly 
against these miserable beings: i f I were 
to describe some of the disgusting objects 
tbat they forcé upon observation. you 
would agree with me in the censure. I do 
not extend it to the raultitude of beggars 
who vveary you ai every córner with sup-
plicaíions for the.love of God and the 
Virg in ; these wretches, so many and so 
miserable, do indeed occasion harsh and 
indignant íeelings, not againsí tliem, 
but against that mistaken systera of so-
cieíy which disinherits of happuiess so 
large a proportion of the civiíizod 
world. 

S 5 



This ciíy is supplied only from hand to 
mouth ; in bad weather, yvhen tbe boaís 
cannot pass from AIentejo3 the markets 
are destitute; a few days ago títere was 
no fuel to be procured. The provisions 
here are in general good, and of late 
years they have introduced the culture of 
severa! English vegetables. í t is not 
twenty years since a canliflower was a 
usual present from England, and the per-
son who reccived it made a feast; it is 
now one of the best productions of the 
Portugueze garden. The poíatoe does 
not succeed here. Mutton is the "worst 
meat they have; a leg of mutton is a very 
agreeable present frorn Falmouth, but the 
other passengers generally conspire against 
it, summon a court martial on false sus-
picions, and produce the accused, whose 
appearance secures a sentence of condem-
nation. 

Every kind of vermin thaí exisís to 
punisli the nastincss and indolence of 
man, multiplies in the heat and dirt of 
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Lisbon. From the worst and most of-
fensive of these, cleanliness may preserve 
llie English resident. The muskitoe is a 
more formidable enemy ; i f you read at 
night in summer, it is necessary to wear 
boots. The scolopendra is not uncom-
monly found here, and snakes are fre-
quently seen in the bed-chamber. I 
know a iady who, after searching a long 
time for one that liad been discovered in 
her apartment, found the reptile wreathed 
round the scrpentine fluting of the bed-
post. 

Lisbon is likemse infested by a very 
small species of red ant, that swarra over 
every thing sweet; the Portugueze remedy 
is to send for a priest and exorcise* them. 

* A similar remedy was made use of by the 
Spanish navigator Maurelli, whose jonrnal is priníed 
with the voyage of the nnfortunate Perouse. " We 
found millions of cock-roaches in the bread-room," 
says the Spaniard. " It is necessary a man should 
bave seen them with his own oyes to liave an idea 
of the nuinber of these inseets. These pests had so 
much infested the ship, that the holy father, who 
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The superstition of this people is astonish-
ing. About sixíeen years ago one of the 
royal rmisicians here died in the odour of 
sanctity; though, i f the body of this 
dead gentleman did emit adelightful fra-
grance, it is more than any of his l iving 
countiy men do. There was some idea of 
canonizing ibis viian, but the age of cano-
nization is over; bowever, a vegiment of 
soldiers about to embark for Brazil , visit-
ed the corpse, and strokcd (he feet of it 
wiíh their swords to hallow them! When 
the image of the Virgin Mary is carried 
throngh the síreeís, some of the devont 
think they eaích her eyes, and exclaira in 
rapture, " Oh ! she looked at me!—the 
Blessed Virgin looked at me í" 

W e have just at this time a plurality 
of goddesses in the world ; the Virgin 
Mary is the Roman-Catholic goddess, 
ta ture the Atheist's goddess, Liberty a 

officiated as chaplin, was obliged to Imve rccourse 
to exorcisHis more than once," This was in 1781, 
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French goddess, and Truth the Metaphy-
sician's goddess, in pursuit of whom they 
would fain send every body on another 
Pilgrim's Progress, but the misforíune is, 
that none of these adveníurers ever get 
bejound Doubting Caslle. 

It is, however, one sign of improve-
ment, that supersíition predominaíes less 
in the metrópolis than in the provinces. 
Ten ycars ago the English clergyman at 
Porto never oíBciated at a funeral; such 
were the prejxidices of the natives. The 
body was carried about a raile down the 
Douro, and buried in a coraraon on iís 
banks without any monument. The fu­
neral service was read by the cónsul, t i l l 
at length he thought it beneath his dig-
nity, and appointed the vice cónsul ; this 
office was frequently held by a foreigner, 
and he deputed it again, so that at last it 
devolved npon a watch-maker. This 
poor fellow drank very hard, and one 
evening at the grave he mumbled at the 
service^ and turned his book first one way 
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and then tlie other, t i l l a bystander had 
the curiosity to look over him, and found 
that, instead of a prayer-book, he had 
brought the History of the late W a r ! 
The prejudices of the populace are ivear-
ing away ; within ten years the English 
have enclosed a burial ground at Porto, 
and the funeral scrvice is now performed 
by the chaplain. 

W e had a liítle snow on the 29th of 
February. A Portugneze clerk, who was 
going out on business when it began, re-
fused to leave the counting-house, bc-
cause he did noí understand that kind of 
"weather. It is fouríeen years sin ce the 
last snow fell at Lisbon. Dr . H . was in 
his chaise when it began ; the driver leapt 
oíf: " Y o n may get home how youcan,1' 
said he, " as for my part, I must make 
the best use I can of the little time this 
world wi l l last;" and away he ran into 
the next church. 

One of the Irish priesís here preached a 
sermón in English a few days ago 5 it was 
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extcmpore, and, like niost externpore ser-
mons, consisted of a little meaning, ex-
pressed in. every possible variety of indif-
ferent language. In the middle of his 
discourse tbe orator knelt down, the con-
gregation knelt wiíh h im, and he be-
sought St. Patrick to inspire h i m ; but 
alas ! either he was talking or sleeping, 
or peradventure St. Patrick was in Ire-
land, for the sermón went on as stupidly 
as before. 

Y o n may estímate the medical progrcss 
of the country by this circumstance:— 
The Dutch minister hcre hurt his leg ; a 
Portugueze surgeon was called in : he 
pronounced it a fracture, performed the 
operation of setting it, bandaged it, amd 
laid his patient in bed. Afíer two days 
D r . |H . was called i n ; lie examined the 
l imb, and bade the Dutchraan rise and 
walk about the room. This occurred but 
a few years back.—In the beginning of 
the last year a surgeon of the country was 
called in to an infant whose aira was 

4 
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broken in three places, and lie never dis­
co ve red tlie frapfure. 

ííi a counf ry whorc the art of hcaling is 
so liítle undcrs toüd , yon may perbaps be 
ciirious to know how Ihey estímate, medi ­
cal rnerit, and what are lis rewards. A 
servant belonging to the roya! íamily was 
stabbed in the abdomen, so tluit bis en­
tra i !s carne out. M r . T . an Englisli sur-
geoa cu red the wound, and the reward he 
rcceived was to have his picture hung up 
in the Lapa Church, stand i ng by the 
paíient's bed, vñih the Virgin Mary above, 
whohad enabied h rn to perform the cure. 

O f the PorfugMeze music I can give 
yon no account. I heard the seige of 
Gibraltar lately, and amused myself by 
reading what the harpsichord expressed. 
44 The French and Spaniards prepare for 
the a í t a ck .—Tl i c English prepare.— 
Now the bat íer ies begin.—Now Ellioí 
fires his red-hot balis.—Now the bat­
íeries blow up.—Cries of the wound-
ed and dying.—Now the Spaniards 
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try to save themselvcs by swimrning.'— 
M r . Curtis goes to assist thera.—The 
prisoners are bronght into the fortrcss.— 
The English express their joy by the fol-
lowing country dance.—They invite the 
prisoners to joín in the dance.— Prisoners 
and English embrace and dance together. 
—Every one deparfs to hishome." 

The I(alian opera, wliose absurdiíy re-
quires such wickedness to snpport it, is 
in general but thinly atlended here. The 
present qucen sufíers no woraan to appear 
on the stage, and íhis measare, in reality 
the eíFecí of her jealousy, was said to pro-
ceed from her regard to the moráis of the 
public. Perraission has been graníed 
since I arrived here for a female dancer to 
exhibit herself, and the theatre has been 
crowded in conseqnence. Where was 
her majesty's regard to the public moráis 
vvhen she permitted this ? N o amusement 
should be tolerated which cannot bcneiit 
íhe specíator, and must vitiate the per-
former. Such Spartan-like prohibiiions 
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would be deemecl despotic in our modeni 
free staíes, where sumpíuaiy laws are 
íliouglit encroacliments upon freedom: the 
líale constitution can endure them ; bnt 
how the diseased man shrinks wben you 
íouch bis sores I 

• 
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• 
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• 

L E T T E R X X . 

¡immmmi 
• 

Adventure of Rodrigo in the Enchanted 
Tower. 

O N the introducíion of the Moors into 
this península, the following ode has been 
written by father Luis de León, one of the 
best poets which Spain has produced, 

Folgaba el Rey Rodrigo 
con * la hermosa Caba en la ribera 

de Tajo sin testigo : 
el pecho sacó fuera 
el rio, y le habló de esta manera: 

* In printing this ode, two peculiarities of Spanish 
printing are preserved. One is the beginning a verse 
with a small letter, though the stanza begins with a 
capital one. The otheris a mode of punctuation, con-
fined I believe to the Spaniards, and among them only 
of late hrveiition. To every sentence that rcquires 
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En mal punto te goces 
injusto forzador, que ya el sonido, 

óyo ya y las voces, 
las armas y el bramido 
de Marte de furor y ardor ceñido. 

either a note of interrogation or admiration, this mark 
is prefixed as well as placed at the end, but at the be-
ginning of the sentence it is revevsed. The construc-
tion of onr langnage renders such punctnation nnneces-
sary; but in the Spanilb ¡t is vcry useful. Tlie follow-
ing curious sonnet exemplifies this custora, though the 
constant use of the interrogatory word como, renders 
it here of less obvious utility. 

S O N E T O , 

DEL FR. LUIS D E L E O N 

A L PROPIO ASUNTO. 

Si pan es lo que vemos, ,: cómo dura 
Sin que comiendo del se nos acabe ? 
Si Dios, ¿ cómo en el gusto á pan nos sabe ? 

Como de solo pan tiene figura 
Si pan ¿ cómo levadora la criatura ? 

Si dios, ¿ cómo en tan chico espacio cabe ? 
Si pan, ¿ cómo por ciencia no se sabe ? 

3 
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¡ Ay esa tu alegría 
qué llantos acarrea! y esa hermosa, 

que vio el Sol en mal dia, 
a España ay quán llorosa, 
y al ceptro de los Godos quán costosa! 

Si Dios, ¿ cómo le come su hechura ? 
S¡ pan, ¿ cómo nos harta siendo poco ? 

Si Dios es, ¿ cómo puede ser partido ? 
Si pan, ¿ cómo en el alma hace tanto ? 

Si Dios, ¿ cómo le miro yo y le toco ? 
Si pan, i cómo del Cielo ha descendido ? 

Si Dios, ¿ cómo no muero yo de espanto ? 

O N T H E R E A L P R E S E N C E . 

I f this we see be bread, how can it last, 
So constantly consum d, yet alwayshere? 
I f this be God, then how can it appear 

Bread to the eye, and seem bread to the taste 
It' bread, why is it worshipp'd by the bakei ? 

IfGod, can such a space a God compri.se ? 
I f bread, how is it, it coníbnnds the wise ? 

If God, how is it that we eat our Maker? 
I f bread, what good can such a morsel do ? 
If God how is it we divide it so ? 

http://compri.se
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Llamas, dolores, guerras, 
muertes, asolamientos, fieros males, 

entre tus brazos cierras, 
trabajos immortales 
a ti y a tus vasallos naturales. 

A los que en Constantina 
rompen en fértil suelo, a los que baña 

el Ebro, a la vecina 
sansueña, o Lr.sitaiia 
a toda la especiosa y triste España 

Y a dende Cádiz llama 
el injuriado Conde, a la venganza 

atento, y no a la fama. 
La barbara pujanza 
en quien para tu daño no hay tardanza. 

Oye que al cielo toca 
con temeroso son la trompa fiera, 

que en Africa convoca 
el moro a la vandera 
que al ayre desplegada va ligera 

Tf bread, snch saving virtue could it give ? 
I f God, how can I see and touch it thus ? 
I f bread, how could it come from heav'n to us ? 

I f God, how can I look at it and Uve ? 



L a lanza ya blandea 
el Arabe cruel, y hiere al viento, 

llamando a la pelea 
innumerable quento 
de esquadras juntas vide en un moment». 

Cubre la gente el suelo : 
debajo de las velas desparece 

la mar, la vq? al cielo 
confusa y varia crece, 
el polvo roba el dia, y le obscurece 

¡ Ay que ya presurosos 
suben las largas naves ! ¡ ay que tiende» 
los brazos vigorosos 

a los remos, y encienden 
las mares espumosas por do hienden ! 

E l Eolo derecho 
hinche la vela en popa, y larga entrada 

por el Hercnleo estrecho 
con la punta acerada 
el gran padre Neptuno da a la Armada, 

¡ A y triste y aun te tiene 
el mal dulce regazo, ni llamado 

al mal que sobreviene 
no acorres ! ocupado 
no vei ya el puerto a Hercules sagrado ? 
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Acude, acorre, vuela, 
traspasa el alta sierra, ocupa el llano,, 

no perdones la espuela, 
no des paz a la mano, 
menea fulminando el hierro insano. 

¡ Ay quánto de fatiga! 
, ay quánto de dolor esta presente 

a! que biste loriga, 
al Infante valiente 
a hombres y a cabellos juntamente! 

" m 
Y tú Betis divino, 

de sangre ageno y tuya amancillado, 
darás al mar vecino 

¡ quánto yelmo quebrado ! 
¡ quánto cuerpo de nobles destrozado ! 

E l furibundo Marte 
cinco luces las haces desordena 

igual a cada parte: 
la sexta,—¡ Ay ! te condena. 

¡ o cara patria, o barbara cadena ! 

Rodrigo, from the vvorld apart, 
Ret i i 'd where Tagus flows, 

Clasp'd the fair CABA closely fo his heart,^ 
\ ; When l o ! the Spirit of the Stream aróse. 

And pouv'd the prophet song ofSpain's impending woe». 
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I» evil hoar, tyrannic king, 
Thou dalli«at here ! he cried j 

Even now I hear the the sbout of battle ring! 
Vengeance even now stalks on witli frantic 

stride. 
And from his giaut arra he scatters ruin wid«c 

Ah me! what anguish, what dismay, 
Rise tyrant from thy lust! 

And cursed CABA be thy natal day, 
Whose violated charms provoke the All-just 

To lay the Gothic powers and Gothic crown in dust. 

Ah me ! thou claspest in thine arras 
Dread, danger and disgrace: 

What shrieks, whatills, what horrors, what alarms! 
Proud king ! thou foldcst in thy hot embrace, 

War, desolation, deatb, the ruin of thy ra€e. 

Woe to the sons of Leon! woe 
To fair Caitilia's plain 1 

And where the pleasant waves of Ebro flow, 
The conqnering infidel shall fix his reign, 

And Lusitenia yields,—Woe, woe to wretched Spain! 

The vengeful Connt, in evil bour, 
The impious aid will call! 

Swift o'er the ocean swarms the swarthy power, 
Vain the strong bulwark, vain the inaisy wail, 

The bulwark soon sball shake, the fortress soonsUall talk 
Y O L , II, F 
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Ilark ! hark ! even now on Afric's coast 
I hear the trumpet's blair ! 

FTOTO every quarter rush the robber liost, 
They rush the battle and the prey to sliare, 

And high their banners wave, and bright their crc»-
cents glare. 

The Arab, cager for the fight, 
Leaves his waste sands behind ; 

Swift is his steed, and swift his airows flight; 
The burning thirst of battle fires hi» mind. 

He Hfts liis quivering lance; he wounds the passing wind* 

Their warrior myriadshide the ground, 
And now they spread the sail : 

Hark to the multitudes impatient sound ! 
And now their louder shouts mine ear assail, 

For now they mount the bark, and catch the favoiuing 
gale. 

On raoves the death-denouncing load, 
The dark deep foams below ; 

And swift they swecp along the wat'iy road, 
And with strong arm the sinewy captives row^ 

And fairly blows the wind, ali me ! the wind of woe! 

Still onward raoves the hostile host; 
Still blows the breeze aright; 

Nmv risos on their view the distant coast: 
The mountain rocks now brighten to the sight, 

And iiearer now they view Calpe's majestic height 



^t i l l wilt thou clasp her in thtne ams? 
ÍRisf, rise, Rodrigo rise ! 

The affrighted shore now echoes with alurms, 
They reach the port, hark to their eager crie»! 

Tiiumphaut tliere a5oft the impious banuer flies. 

They pass the momitain's craggy bound, 
Tiiey rush upori the plain ; 

Fav o'er the realm their swift steeds scóur around. 
Rise, rise, Rodrigo, yet thy right retain, 

Rodrigo, rise ! revenge thy desolated Spain ! 

A h me ! ah me ! what toils, what woesj 
What ills are still in store \ 

Wide o'er the conntry sweep the ñirions fbcs> 
Vain the stropg horse, and vain the horsemen'f 

power, 
For horse and horseman fall beneath the yictor Moor. 

Woc tyrant, to Iberia woe ! 
Her hest blood glnts the plain ! 

And Betis black with blood thy waves shall flovr, 
And clogg'd with many a Moor and Christianslaúi, 

Thy tainted tide shall roll pollution to the raain. 

And now at Dcath's trinmpbant feast, 
The bowl of blood shall flow ! 

Five fights wi l l rage here yet the war has ceast ; 
Then, then, Rodrigo, shall thy head lie l»w. 

Woe, tyrant! woe to thee ! to peor Iberia woe l 
F 2 
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This ode is certainly one of the most 
spirited imitations that has ever been pro-
duced; it has however the heinous fault 
of injuring an historical character by 
misrepresenting it. Florinda (the Caba of 
this poet) is there pourtrayed as the part-
ner of Rodrigo's crime, not the victim of 
i t . Let me be permitted to introduce a 
monodrama here, in which I have related 
the real history of her feelings, and th« 
traditional one of her fate. 

Florinda speaks frora the top of a tower. 

Father ? Count Julián ! here—what here I say,— 
Alof t , . look np í . . . aye, father, here I stand, 
Safe of my purpose now ! the way is ban'd 
Thou need'st not basten hither !—ho! Count Julián l 
I tell thee I have barr'd the battlements! 
I tell thee that no human power can curb 
A desperate mind. The poison and the knife. . 
These thoi» couldst wrest away ; but here I stand 
Beyond thy thra l l ; free mistress of myself. 
Tho' thou hadst wings tliou could'st not overtake 
M y m i l . I now command my destiny. 
Would I stand dallying on DeaíU'» thieshold here, 



101 

1( it were possible that hand of ruan 
Could pluck me back ? 

Why didst thou bríng me Leí» 
T o set my foot, reluctaut as I was, 
On this most injured and unhappy land ? 
Yonder in Afr ic , . .on a foreign shore, 
I might have linger'd out my wretched life : . . 
I might have found some distant lurking place, 
Where my accursed tale was never known; 
Where Gothic speech would never reach my ear,— 
Where among savages I might have fled 
This leprous curse of infaniy ! but here— 
I n Spain,—-in my own country night and mom 
Where all good people curse me in their prayers 
Where every Moorisb acceut that I hear 
Doth tell me of my country's overthrow ; 
Doth stab me like a dagger to the SOH!. 
Here—here—in desolated Spain, whose fields 
Yet reek to Heaven with blood,-—whose slaughter'd SOM 
L i e rotting in the open light of day, 
M y victims—mine ? nay-—nay—•Qoiint Jul ián , 
They are thy victims ! at the throne of God 
Their spirits cali for vengeance on thy head ;— 
Their blood is on thy soul,—even I , myself, 
I am thy victim too ! and this death more 
Must yet be placed iu He l l to thy account. 

O my dear country! O my mother, Spain! 
M y eradle and my grave!—for thou art dear, 
And nurst to thy undoing as I was, 
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102 

StÜl, still I am thy child—and love thee still^ 
I sliall be wiitten in thy chronicles 
The veryest wretch that ertír yet betrayed 
Her native land! From sire to son my ñame 
W i l l be transmitted down for infamy !— 
Never again will mother cali her child 
Florinda,—an Iscariot curse will lie 
Upon the ñame, and children in their songs 
W i l l teach the rocks and hills to echo with it 
Strumpet and trait'ress! 

Tliis is thy work, fatUer 1 
Nay tell me not my shame is washed away— 
That all this ruin and this misery 
Is vengeanee for my wrongs. I asked not t h i s ^ 
I call'd for open, manly, Gothic vengoance. 
Thou wert a vassal, and thy villain lord 
Most falsely and most foully broke his faith j . 
Thou wert a father, and the lustful king 
By forcé abused thy child;—thou hadst a swoid—• 
Shame on thee to invite the scymeíar 
To do thy work! thou wert a Goth—a Christian— 
Son of an oíd and honourable house— 
It was my pride, my happiness, my boast 
To be the danghter of Coant Julián. 
Fool that I am to cali this African 
B y that good ñame ! Oh do not spread thy hándft 
To me !—and put not on that father's look ! 
Moor ! turbaned misbeliever ! renegade 1 
Circumcised traitor! thou Count Jaliao ?: 
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Tlion my dear father ?—cover me, O earth ! 
He l l hide me from tlie knowledge I 

, She throws herself from iht Tuwer, 

The adventure of Rodrigo, in tlie E u -
chanted Tower is alluded to by a l l the 
liisíorians who have touclied upon his 
reign. It is a fine specimen of A rabian fic-
tion, and tbey who invented it scrupled 
not to say that the relaíion carne from the 
renegade Archbishop Oppas, who acconi-
panied Rodrigo when he entered the tower, 
in search of a treasure supposed to be hid-
den there. 

" This tower was built between two 
steep rocks, half a leaguc to the east of 
Toledo ; and above the story next the 
ground was to be seen a very deep cave, 
parted inío four diíFerent vaults, to which 
a very narrow raouth or opening led, cut 
out of the rock, and was closed wiíh an 
iron door, which, as the report wení, liad 
a thousand locks and as many bolts. Over 
the door were ccrtain Greek characíers 
which admitted several signiíications, but 
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íhe most prevalení opinión was tliat it was 
a prediction of the misfortune of bim that 
sliould open it, 

(i Rodrigo caused certain flambeauxto 
be made, which the air and wind of the 
cave could not put out j and having 
forced open the door, he entered first of 
a l l himself, being attended b j a great 
many persons. He had not gone many steps 
before he found himself in a very fair hal l , 
adorned with sculplures, and in the mid-
dle stood a statue of brass, representing 
Time upen a pedestal, three cubits higíi , 
who held in his hajid a battie-axe, Yfith 
"which. íhe image ever and anón struck 
npon the groimd, and erery blow resound-
ing through the eave, made a most dread-
ful noise. Rodrigo was so far from be­
ing terrified, that he assured the phantom 
that he carne not to commit any disorder 
in the place of his abode? awd promised to 
be gone so soon as he had vicwed all the 
wonders in the place; and then the sta^. 
tue ceased to etrike upon the earth. 
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M Thus llie example of tlie k ing en* 
couraging his follówers, he took an exact 
view of llie hall , at the entrance into 
which stood a round ratt, whence issned 
a water spout that made a dreadful thun-
dering noise. Upon the breast of the sta-
tue was written in Arable, 1 DO M Y D U T Y , 
and upon the back of it, T o M Y S U C -
COUR ! On the right hand, upon the 
wal l , were to be read these words : U N * 
F O R T U N A T E P R I N C E , T H I N E E V 1 L D E S -

T I N Y HAS B R O U G H T T H E E H I T H E R I 

and on the left hand, T H O Ü S H A L T B E 

D I S P O S S E S S E D B Y E O R E I G N N A T I O N S , 

A N D T H Y S ü B J E C T S S H A L L B E R U N ­

IS H E D , AS W E L l í A S T H O U T I I Y S E L F , 

Í O R A L L T H E I R C R I M E S ! 

cc Rodrigo having thus gratified hís 
curiosity, returned ; but he liad no sooner 
turned his back, before the statue began 
to strike upon the ground again : howeycr 
the king caused the door to be shut fast 
again, and ordered the narrow passage to 
be stopped up w t h earth, to the end that 
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nobotlj should ever eníer for the future ;r 
but ín the night there were lieard on thaf 
side several loiid slirieks and shrill cries,, 
which preceded a raost dreadful noisc, 
not unlike a great thunder clap. and ílie 
ncxt day there was no more of a tower to' 
be seen, ñor almost any footsteps of what 
liad rendered that place so remarkable."* 

* A diíFerent acconíit, aml of úiferior sublimity, is 
given by the Abbé de Bdlegarde,inliisIiistory of Spai'i. 
" II sembloit que la prudence, lebonconseiletla raison 
abandonnoient le Roy que ses crimcs rendoient odicinc 
au Ciel et á la ierre ; s' etant imaginé qu'il y avoit des 
tresoxs inimenses dans le fort Gliáleau de Tolede, qui 
anroit pú servir de rempart centre Ies ennenjis de 
Tetat, i i en íit démoiír íes fórtifications ponr y fouiller, 
oontre Favis & les remontiances de tous Ies ordres da 
Koyaume, qui respecíoient ce Falais, comme un azile 
¿aeré ; niais le Roy sans avoir aucnn égavd k leurs rai-
sons n i á leurs prieres, en fií rompre les serrures et 
«Kfoncer les portes, croyant que les Roys «es p réde -
cesseurs y avoient cacbé de grandes riehesses; tant i l 
est vray que les desirs et les voloníes des Rois sont 
violentes,, et qu'il est bien difficile de les faire 
démordre de ce qu'ils ont resolu de faire, quo'que 
injustes que soient leurs resolutions & quelque danger-
«uses suites qu'elles puissent avoir, Aprés toutes les 
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reclierclies que fit le Roy, ¡1 ne tronva point les 
tresors qu'íl s'étoit flatté de trouver. On appergut 
seulement un coffie oú i l y avoit un linceul, lequel 
ayant ¿té. dévelloppe, on y remarqua plusieurs figures 
e&traordinaires avec des habits barbares, et des paroles 
latines qui pronostiquoient la ruine entiere d' Espagne, 
qui devoit bien-tót étre renversée de fond en comble 
par une nation que cette peinture designoit. Ces 
liabits parurent semblables á ceux que les Manres por-
tent vulgairement: voilá pourqnoy le pcuple et les 
grands Seigneurs de la cour, qui se trouverent presens 
á 1' onverture de ce eoffre fatal, demeurant entirement 
persuades que les malheurs dont TEspagne étoit 
menacéc, viendroient du cftte de 1' Afrique, on se re-
pentit, mais trop tard, d' avoir vouln penetrer dans des 
niysteres, qui avoient été tenus cachez si long temple*; 
que l'on avoit reverez jusqa1 alors avec tant de religión. 

. • 
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L E T T E R X X I . 

Jezes,~~Ltst of Penitents at the ¡asi Autó 
da Fe* 

SOON afíer tlie capture of Granadâ  
Ferdinand commanclfid all Jews wh» 
would not be baptized, to depart from his 
dominions mthin four months on pain of 
death. Some went to Italy, some to Bar -
bary and Turkey ; but the main body 
thus expelled from Spain were literally 
falcen in in Portugal. Tl iey obtained per-
mission of John the 'eond, for a large 
sum of money, to x&r *a in t H t country 
during some months t i l l t^ey^jould be 
provided with ships to ca? ry them awayi 
The king took their money, and admitíed 
them into liis dominions, allowed no ship 
to C M T J thfm outj and as sooü as the tena 



109 

•was expíred, he seized tlieir effects, and 
aold them to his subjects for slaves. 

Emanuel, who succeeded, set the Jews 
at liberty, but commanded them on pain 
of perpetual serviíude, either to be bap-
tized within a certain time, or to quit 
Portugal, adding that ships should be pro-
vidcd for their emigration at the three prin­
cipal ports. The Jews accordingly repair-
ed to these ports, and there met with a 
proclaraation forbiddíng them upon pain 
o f death to embark any where but at L i s -
bon : they went to Lisbon : the king then 
ordered that al l their children under four-
teen years of age should be takcn from 
them and forcibly baptized. Many of 
the wretched parents to prevent this threw 
their children into the river or the wells, 
and precipitated themselves after them. 
The tyranny of Emanuel d id not stop 
here ; after having liberated them from a 
slavery -which he himself acknowledged 
to be ünjust, with a strange inconsistency 
he suífered no ships to receive them, and 
oíFered the alternative of slavery again or 
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baptism. The poor victims of bigotrj 
preferred Christianitj to scrvitude, and 
three Imndred thousand persons were thus 
baptized. 

A pasquinade of some luimour on this 
occasion is preserved ia the Silva Curiosa, 
and said to have been found among the 
archives of Toledo. 

Letler from the Jews of Spain to those of 
Constantiñople. 

Ilononred Israeliíes, health and greet-
íng ! Know that the K i n g of Spain by 
forcé obliges us to turn Christians, and 
deprives us of our eíFects, and destroys 
our synagogues, and works us many other 
Yexations, so that we are altogether con-
fused and uncertain how to act. W e 
therefore intrcaí you by the law of 
Moses to give us some assistance3 and 
send us, with all speed, the result of 
your deliberations to regúlate our con-
duct. 

CHAMOÍIRAJ Chiefof the Jews in Spain, 
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The Answer. 

Beloved Bretliren in Moses, 

W e bave receivcd the letter, in wlncli 
TOU have acquainted us wi lh thc troubles 
and raisfortunes that oppress y o u ; and 
we sypathize with you in your suffer-
ings. This is the opinión of the Chiefs 
and Rabbis. 

Y o u say that the K i n g of Spain by 
forcé obliges you to turn Christiaus. Do 
so, therefore, because you can do nothing 
else. Y o u say that he deprires you of 
your efíects ; make your sons tradcsmcti, 
that so, by litíle and litíle, you may de-
prive thcm of theirs. Y o u say that he 
takes away the lives of man y of your 
brethren ; make your sons physicians and 
apothecarics, that they may íake away 
theirs also. As tliey have destroyed your 
synagogues, make your sons divines and 
priests that you may destroy theirs ; and 
as they work you many other vcxálions» 



m 
make your sons notarles, and la-vryers, 
and counsellors ; i f you follow the advice 
that we give, you sliall well revenge your-
selves, and by this submission you w i l l 
gain wealth and possessions, and we sball 
see tbat frora being abject and despised 
you w i l l beconie respected. 
Ussus, Cliief of the Jews in Constantinople. 

The ayersion of the Jews to a religión 
which they were thus corapelled to profess, 
naturally becanae more implacable. The 
law of Moses was still i n secret trans-
mitted from father to son, and the v ig i -
lance of the inquisition and the martyr-
dom of so many of their brethren render-
ing them more circumspect, must at the 
same time have rendered them more 
bigotted. T i l l within the last fifty years, 
the burning f of a Jew formed the 

t I have in my possession a sermón preached at an 
Auto-da-fe in Lisbon, 1705, by the Archbishop of 
Cranganor. It ¡8 a curious mixture of criticism, argu-
mcnt, and abuse, Thus it commences, « Disgraceful 
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Iiiglrst deliglit of tlie Portugueae : thej 
íhronged to behold this triuraph of 
the faith, and the very women shouted 

relies of Judaism! «nhappy fragments of the syna* 
gogue! l a s t spoüof Judaea ! Scandal of the Catliolicsj 
and the detestable ridicule even of the Jews themselvesj 
I speak with yon, o ill-advised race! I declaim against 
yon, o ill-advised people!" he proceeds by contrasting 
the past and present state of the Jews, ?,nd this part 
furnishes a curióos ínstance of the arguvientum ad 
hominem. " Formerly yon were respected by the 
water and more respected by the fire, to-day the fire 
has yon for its food, and yoiir ashes throwa into the sea 
wi l l find their tomb in the waters !" 

The most curious passage oceurs at the cióse of the 
sermón. If yon are resolved to die in yonr present 
state, I here cite you for the Day of Judgment, when 
we shall both appear in the preseuce of the true God, 
you risen again a Jew and a Heretic, being the state in 
which you die, and I , according to my hope in the di­
vine merey, risen again a Catholic, as I trust by divine 
goodness to die in the law of Jesús Chvist, the only one 
in which salvation can be had, W« shall both rise 
agaio before the Supreme Judge, and then you sháll 
see that God may upbraid me with the greatness of my 
sins, but he will not have to upbraid me with being false 
in my belief. The little observance I have paid to it 
may be urged against me, but its truth, that cannot, i f 
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with transport as ihcy saw tlic agonizín^ 
maríyr wriíhe at the stake. Nciíher sex 
ñor age could save this persecutcd race, 

God be not unjust, which he is not. And yon! lie wil l 
not oniy have to judge yon for yonr crimes, bnt he will 
liave to condenm yon for the observance of the law in 
which you die. I will place yon in the presence of 
God vvithout any other crime tlian that of keeping the 
law of Meses, and I will place a Christian in the same 
presence, without any other sin than the observance of 
the law of Chiist. I f God should condemn the 
Christian on acconnt of his law and save the Jew on 
the same acconnt, he cannot he a jnst God, he cannot 
answer the reasons with which the Catholic would 
argüe against his justice. For in this case the Catholic 
would argüe with God thus, O Just Judge, I believed 
in Christ, because he liad all the signs which you re-
vealed by the prophets yonr son should have. I did 
that which yon commanded me, and therefore you now 
condemn me. How then can you condemn me fov 
obedience? Ceitainly this reasoning could not be 
answered, and it is clearly impossible that God could 
condemn the Catholic for being a Christian. Let us 
iiow place the Jew, whom God condemns for observing 
the law of Moses, attempting to argüe with God for 
condemning Uva because he is a Jew. He will say ^ 
L o r d ! I believed in the God of Abraham, of Isaac,, 
ftnd of Jacob j I observed the law which thou gavest 
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nnd Antonio Josepli da Silva, the best of 
their dramatic writers, was burnt alive be-
cause he was a Jew. 

tó Moses, why then dost tbou condertm me ? God can 
reply. Thou liesl, because Abraham, Isaac, añil Jacob 
believed and hoped a future Messiab, who sbould be my 
son, and should have ali the signs by wbich I promised 
that he should be known. This my son has been in the 
world, and in him v/ere all tlie signs seen that were re-
vealed in the scriplures;—these therefore being ac-
complished I am just in condemning thee, and thou hast 
been a rebel in being a Jew, Thus wretchedly, my 
brother, wül you experience it in that day." 

In the same volume I have a Spanish answer to this 
sermón, said in the titiepage to be the posthumous work 
of the author rfe las Noticias RecondiLas de la Inquisición. 
I know not bis ñame, but he was evidently a man of 
learning and moderation, sincere in bis belief. I trans­
íate bis answer to that part of the archbishop's dis-
course above translated, because it has probabiy sug-
gested a singular passage to the authur of the Syoteme 
de la Nature. 

" The archbishop speaks with confidenee as though 
he were secretary to the Divine Majesty, and all that 
passed in Heaven were notorious. I have not the au-
dacity to limit the reasons with which God could con­
fute the Catbolic3 for bis Divine Majesty can afledge 
other incomparably more efflcacious thau wbat my 
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This infernal tyranny of íhe pricsthood, 
though it produces outward conforraity, 
can exíend no farther. The Jews still 

weakness can attain tos 1 only my therefore, that, not 
in the presence of his divine mnjesty, but in that of any 
human judge what I have alledged is sufficient to con­
fute the presumption of the archbishop ; and if the Jew 
were to speak hefore his God as the preacher says—-in 
this manner would I do it. 

*• O God! my Lord ! prostrate before thy divine pre­
sence I come humbly to give an account of the religión 
I professed in the other life, and -wherefore I pro-
fessed it. 

** Lord! I was born of Jewish parents, I was instructed 
'íh the law of Moses, and professed it from education 
títt my arrival atyears of discretion, when fromreading 
books of contreversy my duty obliged me to examine 
tht reasons on one side and on the other, with all the 
accuracy of which my understanding was capable j 
and having balanced them, without admitting any pre« 
judies of my bringing up, Lord ! I found that the divine 
prophecies which treat of the true Messiah had never 
been accomplished in any man before the day of my 
death. I found, O Lord, thfct in thy divine law thou hast 
assured us, that though our dispersión were from on» 
extremity of the world to the other, thou wouldest col-
lect us together agaiu, and bring us to the promised 
land, and eve« there charge us with the obsevvance ©f 



preserve tliclr faith, and the true ísraelite 
phisiognomy is evidcnt in half the people 
you meet. A great crowd were assembled 

thy divine precepts. How then could I go over to 
another religión, which destroys and annihiiates thy 
tnost holy word, and which opposes itself to thy divine 
decrees which thou hast thyself pronounced on Mount 
Sinai, because there are man who interpret soma pro-
phecies allegorically and apply them to a certain person 
whom they cali thy son ! and when they sea theniselve» 
confutad by the forcé of thy divine, clear, and manifest 
word, which literally contradicts what they pretend to 
prove, betake themselves to the allegorical meaning! 
what proof is there ttat this is the true meaning and no 
other ? 

" How could we forsake that divine word which we 
have heard from thy most holy lips, for the explications 
and aüegories of men who do not agree among them­
selves, who contradict and oppose the truth received 
from thy faithfui sei vant Moses, from thy most holy 
prophets, and from such a series of wise and learned 
men, who during so many ages have written conformably 
to this the same revealed truth; who in all their writings 
confirm and exhort us to the strict observance of thy 
divine word ! these then have I followed, and believing 
these have I served and worshipped thee in the best 
form and manner which was pojsible in the world, have 
I leagued myself strictly with that religión which 1 be-
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to beliold the Marquis of Pombal open a 
fountain whicli he had erectcd. " Seo, 
my lord," said one of his flatterers, u like 
Moses yon make water flow from the 
rock!" a Y e s , " replied the marquis, 
¥ and here are the Jews looking at me !" 
Oneof his laws forbade any person to cali 
another a Jew, and írifling as this maj 
appear, its eífeets have been very be-
neficial. 

For my own part I ara unehristian 
enongh to AVÍSII that all this nation were 
con verted to the Jewish faith, or at least 
to the Jewish ceremonies, for a reason 
which raay be found in the twenty-íhird 
chapíer of Deuteronomy, at the thiríeenth 
verse. 

iieved to be tbe one and the only, and \\h'\ch I ac-
knowledged for thy tnie and eternal word. 1 lived a 
Jew and I died a Jew, in whieh I believe tbat I have 
sei ved tbee as thou hast commanded, and here I am 
before thy divine merey, that thou mayest ordain it 
to be done with me, accordingly as I have served 
theo. 
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I have sometimes amused myseíf by 
faucying what effects might have bcen 
produced had the books of Ricbavd Bro­
thers been circulated in this country. 
Whenever revolulionary principies s^iíl 
find their way here, the Jews wi l l proba-
bly be the íirst to receive them. 

Geddes saw a prisoner at the Auto 
da Fe gagged, because imraediately on 
coming out of the gate, and looking up 
to the san, which for many years he had 
not seen, he exclaimed with enthusíasm, 
íí How is it possible for men who behold 
that glorious orb to worship any Being 
but him who created i t ! " The power of 
this infernal tribunal is now howevcr 
seldora cxerted. Y o u w i l l be surprized 
at the mildness of the sentcnces in the fol-
lowing paper, but you wi l l be more sur­
prized at the charges against the priso-
ners : the rank of the crimináis, and the 
manner of cxpressing their opinions render 
it a curious paper, and it is most probably 
the last of üs k ind. 
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LIST OF THE PENITENTS 

AT THE 
Mi 
S l l r O DA F E , October 15th, 1779. 

1. JOZÍ DE S«USA, a soldier of the 
regiment of artilíery of Porto, quartered 
at Valencia on the Minho, who from 
reading impious prohibited books becarae 
a profest atheist. He denied the mjste-
ries of the Holy Trinity, and the Incar-
nation of our Saviour. He held that all 
religions were good, and that every coun-
try ought to profess some on a political 
aceount. He looked upon our Lord 
Jesús Christ as an impostor, the Virgin 
Mary as a strurapet, the Apostles and 
Prophets as deceivers and fanatics, St. 
Dominic, St. Francis, and St. Theresa, as 
executioners, alluding to their being the 
inrentors and patrons of the Holy Office 
which he blaspheraously despised¿ He 
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denied tbe iramortality of the soul, Tind 
of consoqucncc the existence of Heaverij, 
l íe l l , and Pur^atory. In sbort he was 
tbe greatest libertine, and approved of 
every the most impious licentiousness. 

He was condemned to be shut up for 
three years in tbe Convent of liilhafoles, 
and deprived of tbe benefiís of coinmu-
nion and confession. 

f. J O A M MANO E L B E A B R E U , of the 

same regiment, from reading tbe like 
books, denied the existence of a God. He 
was an infidel, impious, blasphemous, 
and a raaterialist; henee he took upon 
b ira to deny tbe utility of prayers and 
masses for tbe dead, and to bold as un­
ía w ful tbe airas and donations which the 
clergy receive for tbose offices. He af-
íirraed tbat tbelawof naturewas sufficient 
to keep men honest, tbat simple fornica-
tion was not criminal, and tbat the Ameri-
cans were not tbe descendants of Adam, 
expressly denying the authority of the 
sacred writings. 

Y O L . I I . O 



He was condemned to three years con-
fmcment at Rilbafoles; and on boing 
asked whetlier he did not tliink the íirc of 
purgatory more intense than íhat of l iell , 
lie said he believed that it must be, on 
account of its boiling the cauldrons of 
snch a number of ecclesiastics and 
friars ; howcver he imngincd thcy would 
not experience any of its heat after they 
wcre dead, because tlicy consnmed so grcat 
a share of it while they wcre l iving. 

3. M A N O E L D E ESPIRITO SANTO 

L i M f o , native of Olívenla, and serjeant 
in the same regiment. A n irapious atheisí 
and a blasphemer of our Lord Jesús 
Christ, to whom he gave the appellation 
not of God, but of a good philosopher. 
l í e afFirmed that religión was a mere 
chimera, a political inv'entionto keep men 
in obedicnce and subordination to íhose 
•who govern. That i f our Saviour had 
been really God, he would never have left 
the stnpendous firmaraent of the licavens 
to come npon earth for the love of such 
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a vile creature as man. He despised tlic 
sacrarnents and ordinances of the cliurch, 
eat meat on fast days, did not hear mass 
on holy days, and denied the free wi i l of 
man. 

He was condemned ío three years im-
prisonment at Rilhafoles. 

4. H E N R I Q U E L E T T A M D E S O Ü Z A , 

native of Penamacor, and a cadet, from 
reading the same heretical and prohibiíed 
books became an atheist, and of conse-
quence denied the sacred writings, the 
mysterics of the raost Ho ly Tr iui íy , and 
the Incarnation. He was an impious 
blaspliemcr of Jesús and the Virgin Mary , 
the Apostles and Prophets: he held the 
sufficiency of the lawof nature, and íhat. 
simple fornication was lawful. 

Condemned to Rilhafoles for thrce 
years. 

5. JOZE B A R R E T O , native of Tá len la , 
a cadet, from the same cause, the rcading 
«f prohibiíed books, became an impious 
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and incredulous aíheist and blasphemer, 
calling ladies of his acquaintance Nossa 
Senhora da Carra a, and Santa Bcnta, and 
by other ñames whicji the church holds 
as the most venerable. 

Condemned to three years confinemcnt 
at Rilhafoles. 

6. JOZE L E A N D R O M I L L A N I , native 

of Lisbon, and lieutenant of the same 
regiment, from reading impious prohibited 
books was an atheist, materialist, a des-
piser of the sacraments and ordinances 

of the church, and a strenuous defender 
of simple fornication3 and of the indiíFer-
ence or equal goodness of all religions. 

Condemned to Rilhafoles for three 
years, and deprived of the benefiís of 
communion and confession. 

7. A L E X O T A C H E , a Frcncliman, na­
tive of Hieres in Provence, and surgeon 
of the same regiment, an atheist, mate­
rialist, and a defender of suicide, which 
whilst in prison he likewise endeavoured 
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to put in practice, but did not succeed ia 
the a t í empt ; he held simple fornication 
to be no sin. 

Condenmed to llie convent of French 
Capuchins for three years, and banisbed 
for three years more to Viseo. 

8. M I G U E L W I N C E S L A W L A T E , na­

tivo of Brussels, and major in the same 
regiment, who at the age of eighíeen en-
listed himself in Hungary, in the troops 
and ser vice of the Emperor Charles the 
Sixth, where he served a considerable time 
and contracted some doubís in religión 
from being acquainted wilh persons of 
diíferent persuasions, atid frora reading 
prohibited books, by which he was led to 
neglect hearing mass, for which he WÍIS 

íined three monlhs pay. Going with his 
regiment inío Sclavonia. he there followed 
the Greek church, and on his retnrn he 
cntercd into the Society of Free Masons, 
noíwithstanding that society was con-
demned as heretical by Benedict X J I 1 . 
He afterwards held that all religións werc 
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indifferent, denied pnrgatory, which lie 
looked upou as invented for the interest of 
the clmrdb, profest religión solely frora 
formality and poliíical motives, and de­
fended the sufficieney of the law of na-
ture. He preferred ihe confession which 
íiie Lutherans make before God , to the 
auricular confession practised by the 
Catholic church, and disapproved of the 
custom of giving absolution to the 
soldiers before they went to batí le. Three 
years confinement at Rilhafoles, and three 
years banishment to Lamego. 

9. J O Z E ANASTASIO DA C Ü N H A J lieu-

tenant of the same regiment, and professor 
of geometry in the university of Coimbra. 
Reading prohibited books, and an inti­
ma cy with people of various persuasions, 
raade hira firsí of all embrace a liberty of 
conscience, and afíerwards an apostate, a 
favourer of toleraíion, indifferent to re­
ligión, a libertine, and an atheist. He 
held that God could not pimish sucb as 
íhrough ignorance embraced a false re-
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ligion: denicd predcsíination and tlie mys-
tcries of tbe most H o l j Tr in i ty ; approved 
of simple fornication; disapprovcd of cc-
libacy as prejudicial to tlie síate; in a sa-
criíegious irreverent manner partook of 
the Ho ly Sacramení; and said it w s a 
natural violence to attempt to cnslave tlic 
minds of men by religión. 

Tliree years to tíie Convení of Necessi-
dades, banislied four years to Evora, and 
ordered never more to return to Coimbra 
or Valen 9a. 

10. JOZE M A R Í A T E I X E R A , native of 

Valenca do Minho, íive years astudent of 
canon law. A n atlieist, and such an im-
pious blaspliemer of Jesús Christ and the 
Vi rg in Mary as is too iiorrid to relate. 
He believed none of the mysteries of re­
ligión, held that God could not créate 
men to oíFend him, that the law of naíure 
ivas the only law necessary, denied Heaven, 
l l c l l , and Purgatory> callcd the Apostles 
and Prophets impostors, was a materialisí, 
denied the authority of Scripture, said 
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íhaí confcssion was invented hy a Pope, 
and aücmpíed ío mako convcrts ío liis er-
jroneous per&uasions, ío which he was so 
biffotíed as to make thc most horrid im-
prccations wbilst in prison, and to tempt 
God to convert water into blood, as a 
proof of the truth of the Christian re­
ligión, which he said he wonld then 
believe. 

Condcmned ío walk at the Auto da Fe 
with a Carocha,* and a label of a dog-
maíist, and after being publicly whippcd 
llirough the síreets, to be confined íhrce 
ycars at Rilhafoles, five in thegallies, and 
ío have his seníence read in Valen^a and 
ío íhe universiív of Coimbra. 

* A cap ornamented with devils and hcll-fire-flamcs. 

• 
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L E T T E U X X I I . 

Mode of Butchering Cattle.—Anecióte 
from Berchtold.—Leopold Berchtold. 
—Radji. 

H E N I first found myself in a land of 
sírangers whose conversation presented 
nothing to me but a confusión of unin-
telligible sounds, I was frequently tempíed 
to exécrate the buüdcrs of Babel. The 
very dogs could not understand English : 
i f I said " poor fellow" the four-legged 
Spaniard growlcd at me; i f I whistled, 
even tliat was a foreign language, and I 
was obliged to address the cat in Spanish, 
for Miz knew not the meaning of Puss. I 
can now read the two languagcs wiíh 
ease, and cali for the common necessaries ; 
all beyond this is of liltle coiisequencc (o 
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me: but I have learnt ío converse with 
tlie cats and dogs, always my favourite 
coraijanions, for I love thc honesty of 
íhe One, and ílie independance of the 
other. 

Arnong the raany vices of civilizcd so-
cieíy, there is none that tends more ío ge-
Ecraíe raisaníhropical feclings iban that of 
crueiíy to animáis. In generai the y are 
as badly treaíed here as in Engiand, but 
(lie mode of bulchcring them is less bar-
barous. The spinal inarrow is pierccd 
wiíli asmaíl kniíe beíwcen two of tlic vcr-
Icbra of tlie neck, and of course the beast 
faíis immediaíely. i have oí'íra wonden d 
Üiaí some such mode is not gencrally 
adopíed : caüle in Engiand are slaugh-
íered wilh íhe most savage bavbarity ; it 
is not cncommon there to begin skinning 
a sheep befare ií is dead, because the 
buícher has not time ío wait! 

Such things makes one's blood boíl, and 
alraost provokea wish for despoíic justice, 
such for insíauce as was exerted at Abo in 



Finlantl, npon the followin^ occasion. A 
dog wlio had becn run ovcr by a carriage 
crawled to the door of a tanncr iu tliat 
town; the raaa's son, a boy of fiftecn 
years of age, first stoned, and then poured 
a vessel of boiling water üpon the miser­
able animal. This act of diabolical 
cruclty was witnessed by one of the ma-
gistrates, who thought such barbarity dc-
served to be publicly noticed. He there-
fore informed the other magistraíes, who 
unanimously agreed in condemning the 
Wretch to this pimishment:—he was im-
prisoned t i l l the following market day ; 
then, in the presence of all thepeople, he 
was conducted to the place of executiou 
by an oíliccr of justice, who read to him 
his sentence. " Inhuman youth, becausc 
you did noí assist an animal who ím-
plored your assistance by its cries, and 
who dcrived being from the same God 
who gave you l i fe ; because you addcd 
to the tortures of the agonizing beast, and 
murdered it, the council of this city ha ve 
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sentenceíl you to wear on your breast tlie 
ñame you deserve, and to rcceivc íifty 
stripes." He then liung a black board 
round his neck with this inscriptíon, " A 
savage and cruel youth !" and after in-
flicting upon liim twenfy-five stripes, he 
proceeded, " Inliuman youtli ! you have 
now felt a very small degree of" the paiu 
with which you tortured a helpless animal 
in its hour of death ! As you wish for 
mercy from that God who created all who 
Uve, learn humanity for the future." He 
then executed the remainder of the 
sentence. 

I have translated this síory from a work 
written in the Portugueze language, by a 
very extraordinary man, Count Leopold 
Berchtold, the foster brother of the late 
Empcror Joseph. He was at Lisbon in 
the year 1792, but so completely did he 
shun society, that I have scarcely found 
any one who recollected even his ñame. 
His pergon was very fine, his manners 
elegant, and his mind enlarged. From 
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the dinner hour of onc day lie remaiacd 
alono in bis apartmeut t i l l the dinner hour 
of the next, and the people who lived in 
the same house were so astonishcd ai his 
singularities, that they believed him to be 
the wandering jew. These hours were 
employed in study, íbr the count used to 
publish a book upon souic subjocí of 
practical utility, in the langnage of every 
country he visited. In England lie printed 
two octavo volumes, iníitled, Adyice to 
Travellers, the worst of his publications, 
of which thesecond volume is a mere and 
imperfect catalogue of vojagcs andtravels. 
The works which he has published in 
Portugal, are upon more valuablesubjecís, 
and distribuied gratis for the good of 
humanity. The one is a translation from 
his own Germán, An Essay on the Means 
of preserving the lives of Men from vari-
ous dangers to which they are daily ex­
poned ; the other is, A n Essay upon ex­
tendí the limits of beneficence to A n i ­
máis, as well as to Men. For the first of 
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these essajs the Royal Academy of Lisboa 
presented liim a silver medal. Perhaps 
lie himself was not sanguina enough to 
suppose íhat his books could be pro-
ductive of much immediaíe benefit. It is 
pleasant to read Ihesc chariíable theories, 
and easy tt) applaud them ; but tbe ma-
joriíy of the affluent entrench tliemsclvcs 
in the centre of tlieir own comforts, and 
poveríy and wreíchedness daré not inírude 
upon the magic circle. Y e t it is not im-
possible that the suppressed or dormant 
feelings of so me individual may be awa-
kencd by the perusal; and Berchtold tvill 
not have laboured in vain i f he shall only 
have stimulaíed one mind to active be-
nevolence. 

From Lisbon he went to Cádiz, and 
thence crossed over to Barbary on his 
road to Persia. For this dangerous ex-
pedition he was possessed of every ad-
vantage that personal inírepidity and a 
complete knowledge of the Arabic coidd 
afFord. I could learn nothing of liis nñer 
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fortunes; perliaps he may have pcrislied 
in a journey of great and certain peril, 
from tbe accomplishment of wbich little 
utility could possibly llave * resulíed. 

J am sad wben I contémplate thc ec-
centricities of genius. L i k e meíeors, 
some flash upon our view and are extin-
gaished ; some shake thcir torches in our 
eyes and delight to dazzle instead of d i -
reciing us. Surely that man is the wisest, 
as well as the happiest, who considers 
there are luminaries enough to enlighten 
the world, and lets his taper shine frora 
the windows of the lonely farm-house. A 
little taper wiíl lighten a room, but place 
it to illuminate the street, it wi l l do no 
good, and the wind wi l l spcedily extin-
tinguish it. 

* Since Ibis was written, Connt Leopokl lias been 
again in England. I was not fbrtnnate enough to see 
huu, but lie did me tlic hononr of sending me a little 
tract wliich he liad publishcd in Italian, npon the use 
of olive-oil in the plague. He haíl distributed many 
thousands of these in that languagc, and in Arabic^ 
tluongli those countries whicli are most cx^osed to it. 
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Do not imagine that I am disparnging 
tbe cliaracter of Leopold Bcrcl i lold .— 
Eníhusiasm is always amiablc, and I 
lovc and honour íhe Quixotisin of bene-
volence, whilc 1 lament tiic rewaid it w i l l 
meet wilh from inankind. í ara giieved 
that a man so excellent should slart fiom 
the spliere of domcstic Ufe ; that he yiko 
would so wcll have íilled the staíions of 
friend, and husband, and father, shonld 
be a waaderer over the world, attempting 
the arncndment of a l l , and making the 
happiness of none. 

I have anóther history to relate to you, 
as singular, and perhaps more interesting. 

Had ji is the son of an A rabian woman 
and an Italian Physician, settled at Bag­
dad : he was sent to bis faíher's brother, a 
merchant at Bombay ; but Radji liad re-
ceived a religious education, and his 
moral íeelings were wounded by the licen-
tiousness of his únele, who indnlged him-
self in all the brutality of oriental volup-
íuousness. The lad ran away, and en-



íered liimself on board a» Europcan 
vessel: the morality of a ship was as 
litíle agreeable ío lüm, and on rcadiing 
Lisbon about two years ago, he íook Lis 
cloaths, and withont inquiring for his 
pay, carne to the Irish college, and asked 
prolccíion. Síruck by íhis sírange síory 
from a boy of eighleen, they rcceived 
him íhere, and recornmended him ío some 
Portugneze nobles, who undertook to de­
fray the expences of his education for the 
priesthood : but like most other patrons, 
satisfying their own pvide with (he pro-
mise, they forgot poor Radji. M r . B . 
an English student at the College (a man 
of cultivated mind and mamiers, who has 
exhibited a singular proof of integrity 
by becoming a convert to the Romish 
faith) resolved novv to take care of the 
boy t i l l he could find a more able patrón, 
and he accordingly supported and in- . 
síructed Radji t i l l he liad procured for 
inm thepaíronagcof tlic Grand Inqnisitor, 
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and a regular establisliment from a Portu« 
guese countess. He is now hc'mg edu-
caíed for a Catholic priest; ihc life of 
Radji wi i l be usclcss and übscure, but it 
wi i l be harmless and liappy. 

The young Arab possesses no splendour 
of intellect, but be has that which is in-
finitely more valuable, simplicity of heart. 
He speaks Arabic, Persian, liaban, Por-
tugueze, and English ; you wi l l be more 
pleased to hear that he was never known 
to utter an immoral word, or neglect the 
performance of wliat he believes an act of 
religious duty. " W h e n did you see 
those chaps ?" said he to M r . B . speaking 
of some young Englishmen here. " They 
are fine looking fellows, but I believe, 
like all you Englisl i , they íhink more 
about eating and drinking than of saving 
their souls. "W hy don't you talk to them 
about their souls, and try to convert 
them ? I f I saw them as much as you do 
I should talk to them of nothing else."— 
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6£ Do you pray for tlicrn, l la t l j i?" said 
liís friend.—u That I do," replied thc 
hoy—" I bavc never neglected that, and 
í never wi l l í" 

-
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L E T T E R X X 1 1 1 . 

Barhary Corrí.—Almada Ilill.—Moorish 
Part of Lishon.—leí Processims* 

T m s country is supplied w'iih corrí frora 
Barhary ; and tliat at so low a rate, that 
tlie farmers do not find it worth Iheir 
wbile to bring Iheir grain ío market. I 
atn informed that íhe harvest of last year 
is not yet begun upon. They can not. 
grind íhe Barhary corn in England : it is 
extremely hard, and the forcé and velo-
cily of English milis reduce the husk as 
weíl as the grain to pomler, They ap-
prehended ihai íhe fault lay in Ihe grind-
síones, and accordingly sent for some 
ifrom Lisbon ; but the advice wliich they 
roceived at the same time was of more irn-
portance:—it was to damp the corn be-



fore they ground it, and thus (lie bran 
would be preveníed frorn pulverizing. 

A Moor of distincíion, wlio is now in 
Lisbon, was lately struck willi the beauty 
of an Etiglish lady, and made a formal 
proposaí to huy her of lier raoílier. How 
do we rcvolt from nppearances, insíead of 
from reaüties ! A proposal to huy her 
daughíer, wouid sliock any Enropean 
parent: buí , i f a man of superior rank, or 
superior fortune, oíFered himself, thongh 
his iníclíect were of idiot imbeciliíy, and 
his body rendered decrepid by debauchery, 
would therebe tliesame horror entertained 

a t sclling her ? 
W e crossed the river yesterday to Al-* 

raada h i l l , and, sitting amid tlie ruins of 
the castle, enjoycd the rich prospcct.— 
Beliind us weie the pine-wooded plains of 
Alentcjo, and the olive yards and orange 
grovcs towards Cezimbra. The Tagus 
rollod below us; and, on its opposite 
shore, about ainile and a half distant, the 
city of Lisbon extended. To our rigbt, 



ihe ríver spread iíself into a vast ba j , 
twelve miles from shore to sbore : M í -
ward, we looked down upon the castles of 
Belem and St. Jul ián, tlie rough bar 
glittering with white breakers, and the 
Atlantic ocean. Below tbe city, about 
eigtiteen miles in the country, rose the 
rock of Lisbon. The water was covercd 
with vessels of all nations and all sizes ; 
the day was clear, the sun not too power-
ful to be pleasant: altogether 1 never be-
hcld a more cheerful scene. 

Pombal ordered al l the churches here 
to be bnilt like houses, that they might 
not spoil the uniformity of the streets.— 
This villainous taste has necessarily in-
jured the appearance of the city. I passed 
one morning in walking over the oíd 
Moorish part of the town, and though 
accusíomed to the íilth and narrowness of 
Spanish and Portugueze streets, I was 
astonished at the dirt and darkness. Y e t , 
the contrast was very delightful, after 
winding up these cióse and gloomy ascents. 
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to arrive on some open eminence íhat 
commanded the ^ciíy and the harbour.— 
The river assumes a very gay appearance 
on any particuíar lioly-day, when the 
vesscls are ornamented with the colours of 
all thenations in alliance with Portugal ;* 
the guns are then fired ; but so irregu­
lar ly, thaí the first time I was aAvakened 
by them, they gave me the idea of an 
engagement. Thcse people delight in 
gunpowder : the last Brazii fleet was de-
tai ned for six wceks, that they might fire 
upon the queen's birth-day. 

I have seen one of the Lent processions. 
There were about ten saints carried, as 
large as life, preceded by an imaged 
cruciíix. Some little boys, dressed with 
silvcr wings, led the procession : and the 
Host concluded it, borne as is usual under 
a purplepall. Y o u wi l l be amused with 
the history of Nosso Senhor dos Passos, 
the principal personage of the day's so-
lemnity. This image one night knocked 
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at the door of St. Roque's churcli, and 
thej would not let him in. He tlien went 
to the convent of the Gra^a, at the other 
cnd of the town, and obtained admitíance. 
Asyou mnj well imagine,, the brethren 
of St. Roque were in no stnall degree 
chagrin: d, when they discovercd Avhom 
they liad rejecíed. They clairaed him as 
theirguesí ; and alledged, tliat it wasevi-
dent Nosso Senhor preferred dweOihg 
with them, as he liad chosen their church 
íirst. To this their aníagonists assented ; 
bnt pleaded they liad forfeited this claim, 
by refusing to adinit the miraculous 
visitor, who of course ought to abide 
witli those who first received him. The 
matíer would have occasioned a law suit, 
i f they liad not thus compromiscd it .— 
The conrent of the Gra9a is his home; 
but the brethren of St. Roque are allowed 
to carry him in their procession ; and he 
sleeps with them the night preccding the 
ccremony. Surely it would have been a 



inore equitable mode of dec i s ión , to havc 
placed the iinagebetween the two cliurches, 
and so a l lowed hira to take bis cholee. 

Tliese images are a l l carr ied b j men, 
their faces vei led, and their feet bare.— 
This was formerly the office o f penitents, 
and on this accOunt their faces were con-
cea led ; but the present generation are 
less bigotted, and the monks are obl iged 
to hire *carriers. 

* A friend of mine who was at Lisbon in 1797, par-
ticularly noticed the bearers at these pvocessions. B y 
their linen, the colour of their feet and hands, and the 
soreness with which they trod, some of them bleeding 
as they went, he judged many to be actually penitents. 

V O L . I I . B 
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L E T T E R X X I V . 

Jtohheries.—New Contení—Sí. Anthotiy. 
—Pomhal.—Duhe of Atiero.— Ajuda. 
—JPalace.—*-Patriarchal Church.-— 
Watermen.—Museum. —Menagerie. 

A man was robbed and stripped naked 
last night witliin a hundred yards of this 
house. They usually strip their prey in 
this country. I have heard of an English-
man who was tlius undressed, and laid 
under a wall with his hand and feet tied : 
where he remained, in company with two 
other persons in the same situation, t i l l 
they were able to disengage themselves.— 
Anóther of our countrymen, who liad 
fallen into the hands of some ruffians at 
Almada, complained to the magistrates at 
Lisbon. The alcayde took up all the in-
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habitants of tlie village wliere it hap-
pened, abo ve sixty persons ; and, after 
cónfining them al l for six monihs, turned 
them all loóse again: so excellently is 
justice administered in Portugal. 

It is not many yearssince a man, called, 
from his diminutive size, Don Pedro Pe­
queño, kept the whole city in awe. He 
would raurder a person. for the most trifling 
aíFront, and pick a quarrel with any one 
who passed him in the street, for the sake 
of stabbing him. The fellow liad killed 
so many oíficers who atterapted to appre-
hcnd him, that at last they shot him, like 
a wild beast, from a distance. 

W h e n the present queen began her 
reign, she made the wise and humane re­
sol ution of never inflicting the punishment 
of deaíh. This resolution she observcd 
t i l l A Imada church was robbed, and the 
l íost scattered about, and trampled under 
foot. On this occasion the court went 
into mourning for nine days; and the 
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íbieves, wben taken, were exccutcd fbr 
their sacrilege. 

A more memorable cireumstance oc-
curred upon tbe robbing of a clmrch at 
L i sbon : tbe wafers were missing: of 
course tbe cíty was in an uproar, and tbe 
court in mourníng. During this period 
of public calamity, a priest, passing b j a 
droye of oxen in one of tbe public streeís, 
saw tbe foremost beast fall upon bis knees. 
He leaped forward, and stooping to tbe 
ground, produced a wafer ! olean and im-
macúlate, thougb tbe streets were dirty.—-
A miracle was immediaíely sbouted, tbe 
miraculous host was conveyed to tbe 
nearest church, tbe driver and bis oxen 
stopt, and bigb mass celebrated upon tbe 
occasion. Tbe priest and tbe driver were 
pensioned for this fortúnate miracle ; and 
even tbe oxen purchased, and turned out to 
be pastured for Ufe at tbe public expence. 

The new convent of Franciscan nuns 
is tbe most splendid monumeut of tbe 
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quccn's tlevotion. Her late confessor, 
Ignacio de San Caeíano, is said to have 
been the promoter of this noble^ but useless 
fabric. This man liad been a comrnon 
soldier ; he held the offices of Archbishop 
of Thessalonica, Confessor to the Quecn, 
and Grand Inqnisitor; and be it remcm-
bered to his honour in this world, as it 
now is to his happincss in the next, that 
he was never known, either dircctly or in-
directlj , to have abused his influence to 
the injurj of any one. He enjojed the 
good things of his situation; regularly 
after dinner drank a bottle of mareschini, 
and lived in peace with all men. Such a 
man, whose religious sentiraents must 
have assimilated wih his habits of life, 
was well qualified to direct the mind of 
the •vvretched María I, in her incipient 
raadness. She sometimes told him, that 
she felt hersclf excluded from all hopes of 
possible salvation. l í e uscd to sooíhe 
her, and tell her to be easy concerning her 
soulj for he would take that upon him* 
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self. B y sucli assurances her mind, from 
time to time, was quieted: but upon his 
deaíh, a less able raansucceeded him, and 
íhis most horrible madness is confirmcd 
for ever. 

The pictures in the new convent wcre 
pninted by Pompeio Battoni; exccpting 
one by the queen's sisíer, in which Michael 
and the Oíd Dragón are representcd, with 
about as much taste as yon must often 
have seen displayed upon St. George and 
the young one. They sent hira the d i -
raensions of the altar-piece, and the sub-
jecí , Chrisí's heart!—to whieh the con­
vent is dedicated ; and of which pro-
mising subject he was to make what he 
could. The heart is inthe heavens, emit-
ting splendour; where likewise are the 
Pope and the cardinal virtnes, Below 
are Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, 
adoring the heart. The figure of Europe 
is that of a female loosely dressed, on a 
horse, whose hinder parts are foremost on 
the canvass. A Portugueze remarked? 
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tliat it was very wroug to place such an 
altar-piece there, and make people kneel 
to an lialf-naked woman, and the rump of 
a horsc. " IIow much better would it 
have been," said he, u to have placed 
the performance of íhe princess there!" 
Y o n wíll scarcelj believe that the drain 
from the new convent opens into the 
middle of one of the public streets. 

I have been visiting all those objects 
which are usually shewn to strangers 
here : the aqueduct, whose stupendous 
height, much as I had heard of it, filled 
me with astonishment; the mosaic plc-
tures at St, Roque's, more excellent than 
I could possibly have believed ; and theca-
thedral, contaming little worthy of nolice, 
but reraarkable lor having a little chapel 
built immediately before its front, on íhe 
spot Tfhere St. Antonio was born. Sí . 
Antonio is generalissimo of the Portu-
gueze forces ; and you may see his corn-
mission in Costigan's Sketches. í have 
now lying before me an epic canto, of 
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which this ií5 the subject.—St. Antonio, 
whilst preaching at Padua, suddenly dis-
covers that his father, Bulhoens, is at fMat 
raoment going to be condemned to death 
at Lisbon, for a murder of which he is 
innocent. St. Antonio flies to Lisbon, 
makes the dead man speak to acquit B u l ­
hoens, and ñame the assassin ; then flies 
back again to Padua, and tells the story 
to conclude his sermón. 

The equestrian statue of the late king is 
the noblest I ever saw. The late chaplain, 
M r . Alien, observed of the group below 
it, that they should draw the elephant's 
tusks, since, as he is less than the horse, 
he must needs be a young one : the hint 
was taken. The mean resentment of his 
vicíorious eneinies remoYed the bust of 
Pombal from this statue ; and they have 
defaced it by placing the city arms in 
bronze in its place. Horrible must have 
been the latter days of Pombal 1 He 
had always eraployed the power he pos-
sessed for the good of his country ; but. 
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to preserve that power, lie liad scrupled 
al no means, however atrocious. He re-
tired at last in disgrace, to behold a l l his 
plans for the public good counteTacted, 
and to feelj that the individual guilt he 
liad contracted was indelible. After the 
death of the king, and the disgrace of 
Pombal, who liad most faithfully served 
him, his enemies were continually urging 
the reigning queen to restore the family of 
Aveiro to their honors: but, whenever she 
appeared to lend a favourable ear, the 
queen mother produced the coat of the king? 
pierced by the bullets of the assassins, and 
stained with his blood, One of the hired 
assassins, who escaped the diabolical cru-
elties inflicted upon his accomplices and 
abettors, lived for many years afterwards 
in Lisbon. He had preserved himself by 
mangling his countenance so that it was 
impossible to recognize him. Aveiro Lím* 
self might have escaped had he possessed 
either coramon prudcnce or common 
courage. A vessel was prepared ío carry 

n 5 



154 

hira off; but he hearcl that a party of 
horse had lost themselves in the woods 
by his house wthout taking the alarm; 
and even when thej appeared at tlie gate 
he might have preserved himself by leap-
ing out of a window one story high. His 
palace at Belem was razed to the ground, 
and the ground sown with salt. * There 
is a clmrch erected on the spot where the 
king was shot at, dedicated to Nossa Sen-
hora da Livramento—Our Lady of Ihe 
Deliverance. Three parties were staiioned 
to destroy him. The plot was, that the 
first should let him pass, the second fire; 

* A column is erected upen the spot, with this in-
Bcription: 

Aquiforao as canas aratadas t salgados de Joxe 

Mascartnhas, exauthorado das honras de Duque de 

Aveiro e outras ; e condemnado por senten a proferida 

na suprema junta da inconfidencia, em 12 de Janeris de 

1759 : jusli<¡ado como hum dos chefes do Variara e 

execrando desacato, que na noile de 3 de Setemlro de 

1758 , se havia commullado contra a real e sagrada 

pessoa de el Rey nosso Senhor D , Joze I. Neste terreno 

irifame se nao pederá edificar em tempo algum,' 
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so that wlietlier lie proceeded or retíeated, 
thcre might be a second chance of destroy-
ing lüra. This sclicme, Avhicli, i f pro-
perly executed, could scarcely liave failed 
of success, was frustraíed by the impa-
tience of the first party, who fired as the 
coach passedthem. Thecoachman imme-
diately turned round and drove back, and 
thus the king was prescrved. There is a 
curious sketch designed for the altar-
piece of the church erected in comrnemo-
ration of his escape, preserved in the 
Marquis of Angeja's country house at 
Lumiar, and drawn by Vieyra, Itrepre-
sents the conspiraíors firing at the king, 
who is surrounded by angels, some of 
whom are leading the males of his carriage, 
and others pouring water on the locks of 
the conspirators' guns, This last idea is 
taken from the celebrated Dutcii painting 
of Abraham oífering up his son Isaac, in 
which, however, the angels are seen ex­
tinguís hing the fire in a much more na­
tural way. 

H 6 
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The roval palace stood then about the 
distance of a mile and a half from Lisbon, 
at a place callcd íhe Ajuda. From a 
hasty and sligbt fabric erected for the 
king after the great earthquake, it had 
gradually increased to a large and inele-
gant building, which was burnt down 
last year : it was with the greatest diffi-
culty the king's sister could be saved 
from the flames ; she likewise is mad, and 
when they removed her by forcé, bit and 
scratched the persoas who preserved her. 

About twenty years ago an architect 
was sent to Rome to take plans of the in-
side of St. Peter's, that he might fill up 
the patriarchal church upon their model. 
This man embezzled whatever he could ; 
he substituted imitations for the most ex-
pensive lace, tinsel, for gold, and false 
stones instead of jewels, with so greedy 
and blind an avarice, that at last he set 
fire to the church to prevent a distovery : 
he was detected and executed. I told 
this sfory to Mambrino: " A h !" said he. 
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" he must have been either a hcrcíic or 
T " 

The patriarchal church is situated at 
íhe Ajuda. John V . established this on 
the model of that of Rome. The dress of 
the paíriarch is similar to that of the 
pope, and, like the pope when he makes 
his appearance in public, he rides upon a 
white mulé. The principáis answer to 
the cardinals, and the resemblance is car-
ried downwards in the same manner. 

W h e n the church was completed, and 
the cerémonies al l arranged, it was dis-
covered that one important particular had 
been forgoíten, and the service of the 
church was therefore suspended whilst a 
courier was sent to Rome to know -whether 
the pope fastened his breeches wiíh a 
buckle or a string. His holiness returned 
for answer, sometímes with the one, sorae-
tiraes with the other, and that the paíri­
arch might use either at his own dis-
cretion. 
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They have a good regulalion here ivitli 
reeard to fires. The watermcn, wbo sell 
the water in barréis tliat they carry on 
their shoulders, are dividecl ¡nto wards, 
of each of which the individuáis take the 
command in rotation. Every man is 
obliged at night to carry home his bar-
rel full, and, in case of fire, it is the busi­
ness of the head of the ward to collect al l 
•who belong to ií. An English sailor 
happened to see a íire here; assistancc 
carne late, and the house burnt slowly. 
í£ Curse i í , " cried he, squirting out his 
tobáceo, a there's no spirit in this coun-
t ry; why we should have had a dozen 
houses burnt down in London by this 
time!" 

The Museum and the Botanic Carden 
are likewise at the Ajuda. Brazil has 
supplied the Museum with the richest 
collection of birds I ever saw. The collec-
tion, i f well disposed, would raake a rauch 
more respectable appearance; but when 
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the gloom of insanity and bigotry pre-
vails at court, little can be expecled of 
royal encouragement. Many of the raost 
yaluable articles have laíely been prescnt-
ed to the Prince of Parma by the Prince 
of Brazi l . In the Botanic Carden rny 
atíention was principally engaged by two 
statues, dug up near Montalegre, in 1785, 
and now síuck up on eacb side the door 
of the garden, and exposed to the 
weather! The one is soraewhat larger 
than the other, but both are in the same 
attitude, and represent a man, his hands 
hanging down, and holding with botli a 
sraall round shield; evidently too rude 
for an age far advanced in civilization, 
yet they are much superior to the eíforts 
of a barbarous one. These statues give 
ampie room for conjecture; they led me 
to reflect on many stupendous works of 
art, which were wondered at in the earliest 
ages of history, and of which the authors 
were even then forgotten. 
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Like every ollier uscful establisbment 
of rojal munificence irí this Jiingdoin, (he 
Menagerie isill-rnanagcd and ill-supplied. 
I was almost sickcned at ílic pestilcntial 
filth in which íhe beasís are confined. 
The fine oíd elephant of John V . was put 
upon a short allowance of cabbages; but 
as they who diminished bis food could 
not lessen his appeíiíe, the poor animal 
died. There are only lliree zebras re-
maining, and those are males ; íhey bred 
in this country, and some attemps were 
raade to break them in. The late Don 
Joze de Menezes, sen of the Marquis of 
Marialva, actually drove them in an open 
carriage, they broke two or three carriages 
for him, and some of them had killed 
themselves by struggling. This was the 
gentleman who was in the box with the 
king, and saw his brother, the Conde de 
Arcos, killed at a bull-fight: he imme-
diately descended, and attacked and k i l l ­
ed the bul l . 
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S i . Joze's, whicli lies two miles lower 
down on the bank of the river, was about 
two years ago the scene of a remarkable 
piece of villainy. A priest called upon a 
Germán jeweller in Lisbon, and desired 
hitri to bring a set of good jewels to St. 
Joze's, for a lady about to be married : 
and he told him as the lady wished to keep 
the marriage a secret, he would meet him 
near the house, and transact the business. 
The man accordingly went and found the 
priest where he had appointed, who told 
him there was the lady walking in the 
garden, and took the jewels from him to 
carry to her; but as he said it was not 
yet time, they continued to stroll about the 
house. The priest now produced some 
provisions, and urged his companion to 
eat, which, however, he deelined ; soon 
afterwards they came to a deep p i t ; the 
priest desired the jeweller to look down, 
immediately he pushed him in, and threw 
íarge stones upon him. The poor fellow, 
though he had broken a ti arm and a 
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leg in tlie fall, contrived to crcep into 
the passage that led to another p i t ; 
he frequently heard the priest address him 
in a feigned voice, and ask who was there, 
tliat he might fling stones upon him i f he 
appeared. In this situation he remained 
t i l l the next morning, when sorae work-
men who carae to dig clay in the pits dis-
covered him ; he was taken to the house 
of an Englishman adjoining, and recover-
ed of his wounds, but the priest eseaped. 

O f late Lisbon has rapidly encreased in 
size ; but the growth of the metrópolis no 
more implies the prosperiíy of the state, 
than that of an unwholsome tumour proves 
the health of the body. The population 
of this country is said to be declining, and 
yery material changes must take place be~ 
fore it can improve. 
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L E T T E R X X V . 

Road io SeíubaL—Arrabida Convent; its 
Origin and Situation.—Cavern of St, 
Catharine.—Convent of Brancanaz. 

Thursday, March 24. 

ON Monda y last I went to Setubal. 
W e crossed the river to Moiía, and found 
raules on the strand readj for the journey. 
Two of the owners quarrelled in settling 
which we should take, and íbught, in the 
Portugueze manner, with opeu hands; 
the battle was soon over, and one of the 
combatants was going away, when the 
other seized a large stake, and flung it 
with all his forcé at his head. The dis-
íance from Moita is twelve miles, and we 
paid a cruzado no v o for each mulé. 
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W e soon entered a forest of pines, over 
which the h i l l of Palmella appeared with 
iís castle. The couníry abounds with 
flowers that, scaltered on every side amid 
the heath and sand, attracted our atíen-
tion by their beauty and novelty; and 
in every little waíry bottom the frogs 
croaked out a concert pleasant to the 
ears of one who loves the sounds of 
happiness. Ascending the h i l l welooked 
back over the forest to the Tagus, and the 
city on its opposife shore. On our right 
was a wild tract of high hills, partly 
covered with green corn, and in parts 
shewing their red soi l ; a few grey-green 
poplars grcw at their feet, amid cot-
tages thinly scatíered, and orange gar-
dens. 

A t the entrance of Palmella is a hand-
some fountain, with the arms of the town 
and as inscriptipn, in which I was some-
íirae amu¿ed at seeing S. P. Q . P . by the 
idea of the tenate and people of Pa l -
mella., 



165 

The prospect as we descended is thc 
most beautiful I ever beheld. The same 
wi ld , bold scenery on our right ; the 
country before us, and to the left, in 
the highest state of cultivation, abun-
dan í l j wooded with almond-trees, now 
covered with their faiut pink blossoms; 
and orange groves, whose rich verdure is 
diversified with flowers and fruit. Every 
where around were single cottages, and 
convents ; venerable piles, and picturesque 
to tbe eye, however we may deíest the 
purposes to which they are applied. 
About three miles disíant lay Setubal, 
and its harbour: beyond, a low and 
feeble boundary to the scene, streíched 
the shore of Estremadura. 

W e turned our mules loóse in the 
market-place of Seíubal, a curlous way 
of getting rid of the beasts ; which the 
general testimony could hardly make me 
believe to be the custora, t i l l our own 
practico confirmed it. There is an hotel 
here kcpt by an Irishman : I had expcct-

3 
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tá a good house, and was completely dis-
appointed. W e proeured a ground-floor 
aparíment tliere, iwo stories dbove the 
street, in which two little bed-closets 
stóod, and a tldrd bed was placed for us in 
the room : we were three in nuraber, and 
Manuel aííended us. 

Sctubal, as seen from the water, very 
much resembles Corana: the principal 
street cxícnding in the same manner 
along the slrand. Cetobliga* is sup-
posed to Imve síood on the opposite shore : 
the íishermcn frequently find stones in the 
sand, and a Corinthian pillar which was 
dug up there now stands ir. the square of 
Seíubal, scraped and ornamented with a 
crucifix. The great earthquake was at-
tended with singular eífects here: part 
of a wall is still remaining, of which 
about twenty yards were removed thirty 
feet farther from the river, by the tide, 

* Hena, through the corruption Cetobra, ¡ts present 
ñame, which has led forgers efhistory and credulous 
«ntiquarians to Noah's ark. 
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ánd left still standing. I was informeá 
that the water threw a vessel of an 
hundred tons burthen on the roof 
of a house, which was of course de-
stroyed. 

The chief object of our excursión was to 
visit the celebrated Convent of Nossa Sen-
hora da Arrabida, on the Arrabida moun-
tain. This convent owes its origin to a 
miraculous image of Nossa Senhoraj 
which atíracts more visitors to the A r ­
rabida than all its wild and glorious 
scencry. This image belonged to the 
chaplain of an Euglish ship, whose ñame 
was Haldebrant: during the darkness of 
a terapestuous night, when the vessel 
was near the shore, ií was prcserved from 
shipwreck by a wonderful splcndour that, 
from the height of the raountain, i l lumi-
nated the stormy sea. The tempest 
abaíed, and the saílors, in exploring the 
spot from whence the light proceedcd, 
discovered the image of the Virg in , which 
had flcd thither from the ship. Believing 
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it to be a spot clioscn by the Blesscd 
Mary for hcr Avorship, they erectcd a 
chapel tliere with the alms they ob-
tained, and Father Haldebrant was ap-
poiníed Chaplain. 

Such, according to grave and respecta* 
ble historians, is the origin of this con-
vent. There is a sonnet in the works 
of D . Francisco Manuel, upon "thismost 
holy Gonvent of the Arrabida." Fran­
cisco Manuel is but an indifferent poet; 
he has seldom succeeded betíer than on 
this subject.— 

C O M B E N T O D E V O T I S S I M O 

D E L A A R R A B I D A . 

No baxes temeroso, o peregrinoj 
Fia tus passos de la senda escura; 
Que esta que te parece áspera y dura 

Esta es del cielo el áspero camiuo. 
Si baxas, subirás a ser vecino 

De la Jcrusalen santa y segura; 
Porque la santidad de essa espessura 

Falda es del monte de Sion divino. 
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Ves qwantas fuentes sus cristales mueven 
Para buscarte, el ayre te combida, 

E l sol te guia, y tu no te persuades? 
Entra, y veras lo que tus ojos deven : 

Aqui todas las horas son de vida, 
Todas las esperanzas son verdades* 

I N S C R I P T I O X 

FOR A T A B L E T 

A T T H E B O T T O M OF T H E P A T H LEADíNG TO 

T H E A R R A U I D A C O N V E N T . 

. . : . . ' ,.. . . i j .ilfj . 
Falter not Pilgrim here ! witb steady steps 
Upvvard along tbis dark o'ersbadowed path 
Tread cheerily : tbis is the rugged path 
That leads to Heaven. Hark! liow tlie glittering streara, 
That sparkles down the mountain, to thine ear 
Sends its mild murmurs; round tliy throbbing brow, 
Pleasant the cool air breathes, and on íhy way 
The glorious sun shines radient. Canst thou pause ? 
Oh Pilgrim, hie thee on with holy haste 
And enter there, where all the hours are hours 
O f iife, and every hope, reality. 

The promoníory of Anabida projecís 
into the Atlantic ocean, about six miles 
from Setubal. The custom-house boat 

V O L . I I . i 
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had been procured for us, and we de-
pafted early on Tuesday morning. W e 
passed by Atún Castle, which commands 
the mouth of the river Sadao,* three 
miles frora the town. The mountain now 
opened on our view, it was covered with 
trees t i l l within a few years, when they 
were destroyed by fire ; the quick vege-
íation of the climaíe has supplied the loss 
to the eye, and overspread the ground 
with tall shrubs, among which a few trees 
still reraain. W e went between the shore 
and two insulaíed rocks, in ene was a 
dark cavern ; many shrubs grew on the 
surarait, and there was a monumental 
cross in memory of a man who had fallen 
from the precipice where he was catching 
birds. Near this we landed : wine and 
oranges were procured from a venda, the 
only habitation in sight: we had brought 
some cold fowls from Setubal, and the 
spring by which we sat supplied us with 
excellent water. 

* The Calipos of Ptolomy. 
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Never did 1 behold scenery so wild and 
so sublime as tbe mountain of Arrabida 
presentedj and whicb,continaalIy varying 
as we advanced, always displajed some 
new beauty. The gumcistus was ihc 
most common plant; it was luxuriantl j 
in blossom, and the sun drew forth iís 
r ich balsamic fragrance. About three 
parts up stands the convent: a few cy-
presses, an orange garden,and olive yard, 
diversified the h i l l around it. On the 
summit are a number of little chapéis, or 
saint-boxes ; a Dutchman could not have 
placed any ornament there more detestable 
to the pícturesque eye. Rude crosses are 
erected on almost every crag; below is 
the Atlantic ocean. W e were conductcd 
to a cavern consecrated to St. Catharine : 
the entrance is down a long flight of steps, 
and admits but little l i gh t : the sea enters 
below, dashing the rocks with that loud 
and continual roar which accords as weU 
with the feelings of the poet as of the de-
votee. Through this aperíurc the light 

i g 
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ascends, and nething is visible but rock 
and sea. I could believe that oíd George 
Wither, who has been abused for his 
politics and his poetry by blockheads 
•who know nothing of either the one or 
the other, described this very spot in his 
imequalled lines : 

4 
The dnll loneness, the black shade 
That these hanging vaults have made, 
The strange ninsic of the waves 
Beating on these hollow caves, 
This black den whibh rocks emboss 
Overgrown with eldest moss, 
The rude portáis that give light 
More to terror than delight. 

I did not wonder to see Manuel and 
our conductor on their knees before the 
image of St. Catharine; ray own mind 
was full of feelings " half ready to become 
devotion," and you wi l l forgive me i f for 
a rnoment I almost wislied to be a hermit. 

But such beings as oíd Nascians and 
the Hermit of the Poor Rock, exist only 
in romance, and we inust look in G i l 
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There is an English hermit who now re­
sides ou the Artábida ; he was an agent 
at Lisbon, and after spending the pro-
perty he was entrusted wit l i . peíiíioned the 
court for a tesíoon a day ío enable him to 
turn Caíholic hermit, and thus screeu 
hiraself frora those whom he liad de-
frauded. 

The day was hot and the mountain 
síeep. W e ascended to the convcnt; it 
is a strange irregular building, iís cells 
connected by síeps and paths cut in the 
rock. Thcy led us from one clin peí to 
another^ to our great fatigu-*, and the still 
greater dclight of Manuel, wlso by the 
nierits of this dny's pilgriraage wi l l es­
cape a few thoiisand years of purgatory. 
In one place is the latter par í of our 
Saviour's history, represented in little 
earthen figures. The convent belongs to 
the bearded Franciscans, cal led in Portu-
gueze Barbadinhos ; and o ver the i ni age 
of their patrón Saint is wnUen7 
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Ante obitnm 
Mortuus, 

Post obitum 
Vivus 

Cernitur Franciscu^ 

In the great chape! are waxen legs, 
arras, &c. as usual, and numberless pie-
tures of miracles wrought hy our lady of 
theArrabida; such as sliips in a storrn, 
persons falling down precipices, and sick 
in bed, with the Virg in appearing above 
to savethem; the most exíraordinary is 
that of a man "who feil from an ass, and 
as through the blessed Virgin's assistance 
he did not hurt hirnself, he hutig up a re-
presentation of the miraculous escape. 

W e went to the con ven t of Brancanas 
as we left Setubal on the Wednesday: i t 
is about a mile distant, and almost everj 
object on the road different from the 
English landscape. A ruined aqueduct 
crosses the way; the ground is laid out in 
vine-yards, olive-yards, and orange-gar-
dens, and the fences composed of long: 
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canes, aloes, and the devil's ñg, wbiclij 
Hogarth says, has the same reason for 
being ugly as a candlestick. A Madonna, 
variously attributed to Raphael, Ti t ian, 
and Guido, attracted us ío Brancanas : it 
is in high prescrvation and would do 
honour to either; travellers have tauglit 
these Franciscans its valué. Tiiis convent, 
like raost others, stands on a fine and com-
manding situation. A t tlie commence-
inent of the present war, the Prince of 
Brazil complained to General M . of the 
want of engineers. Y o u r Roy al H i g h -
ness is mistaken, replied tlie oíd general, 
you have the best engineers in the world— 
your monks; look at their convcnts; 
yon wi l l always find thera in the best 
and most corara and ing situations of the 
country. 

W h e n we reached Moita on our return, 
a man proíFered us a boat, with a covering 
from the rain, for sixteen tesíoons. W e 
agreed with him and embarked; but it 
was only by ly ing along that we could 

1 4 
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be slielíered, and when tlic owner of the 
Ipoat liad secured us, he took in as raany 
Portugueze as could be crowdcd in with 
us, for a vintem eacli. The boat liad been 
uscd for cariying dung, and the moisture 
oozed througli npon us; half a dozen 
ducks, who made part of the passengers, 
amused us with their musió, and the men 
stunk so abominablj that evea Manuel 
complained. W e preferred being wet to 
this pestilential atraosphere, and went 
aloft. The oranges of Seíubal are sorae 
of the finest in Portugal; we had laid in a 
stock of them for this river-voyage, and 
delivered them into ManuePs care, who 
was provided with a capacious bag. 
Into this bag he liad stowedthe remains of 
all our provisions, bread, potaíoes, meat, 
pou l i r j , and fish. Provender enough he 
said for three days, he being, as is the 
custom here, upon board wages. Now as 
it happened to rain upon our return, he 
had gallopped good part of the way, and 
Manuel, all unused to gallopping, had 
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ridden upon his bag; so tliat wlien we 
asked for our oranges, and he put his 
hand in for íhem, out carne such a corn-
post as may beíter be imagined than des-
cribed. There was something infinitely 
ludicrous in his countenance at this dis­
co very ; in the woeful asíonishment which 
it expressed at first, and the joy with 
which lie joined in in our laugh, and re-
placed the precious mixture, rejoicing in 
the addition to it which he had thus unin-
tentionally obíaincd. 

W e í , weary, and hungry, we had a do-
lorous passage of five hours. 

M U S I N G S 

A F T E U VISITING T H E 

C O N V E N T OF ARRABIO A. 

Happy tbe d-welkrs in this holy bouse ! 
For surely never worldly cares intrude 
On tbis retreat, tbis solitary sbade, 
Where QUIET with RELIGIÓN inakes her home. 
And ye whe tenant such a goodly sceue 
Must needs be good ! heve all is ealm and f í i r . 
And here the minorof the mind reílects 

i 5 
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Serenest beauly. O'er these woodland hauntí 
The insatiate eye, with evernew deüght 
Roams raptur'd, marking now where to the wind 
The tall tree shakes its many-colour'd boughs, 
Making wild melodj'-, and now the sport 
Of many a sea-bird o'er the tranquil deep, 
And now the long reflected line of li$ht 
Where the broad orb of day refulgent sinks 
Benealh oíd Ocean'sbound. To have no cares, 
Tu have no kindred witli thereptile race 
Of man, no wants to fetter down the soul 
Amid the knaves and ideots of the world, 
Almost, ye dwellt-rs iu this holy house! 
Almost 1 envy j'ou ! yon never heaf 
The groan s of wretchedness; yon never see 
Palo hunger's asking eye, ñor roam around 
Those buge and hatcful se.pulchres of men, 
Where WEALTH and POWER have rear'd their palace». 
And VICK with horrible contagión taints 
The htrd of human-kind. 

I too could leve, 
Ye tenants of this holy solitude ! 
To sojouni here, and when the sun ridcs high, 
Seek some sequestered dingle's deepest shade. 
And at the coolcr hrtUr, along the beach 
Stray with slow step, and gaze upen the deep : 
And, whilst the evening breezes bath'd my brow, 
And on mine ear the rude and restless roar 
Re-echoed, muse on many a lesson taught 
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By hard experience. Yet may yonder deep 
Suggest some not unprofitablethought, 
Monastic brethren! would the tnariner, 
Though many a tempest swell its maddened waveSj 
And many a whirhvind o'er the reeling mast 
Inipel the mountain surge, quit yonder deep 
And ratlier float upon some tranquil sea» 
Whose moveless waters never feel the gale, 
In safe stagnation ? I must yet fulfil 
Some tasks, some duties ¡ and those well fuIfiU'dj 
EEIOVED ! then will we together seek 
Thecotof INDEPENDANCB. Pleasant then 
Tothink that we have walk'd amid mankínd 
*: More sinn'd against than sinning." Pleasant thess 
To muse on many a sorrow overpast. 
And think the labour of the day is done, 
An^l as the eveníng of our lives shall cióse, 
The peacefulevening, hail with firmest hope 
The approaching dawn of evcrlasting day I 

• 

• 
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L E T T E R X X V I . 

Good Fridai/.—Easter Sunday.—Em-
peror of the Iloly Ghost.—English 
Nuns,—Monasiic Anecdotes. 

A s Good-Friday happened on the 25th 
of March this year, they have put off 
Lady-Day t i l l the 6tli of A p r i l . I have 
now witnessed all the mnmmery of a Ro­
mán CatholicLent. 0 £ the processions I 
have already spoken : on the Sunday and 
Monday preceding Lent, as on the first 
of A p r i l in England, people are pr iv i -
leged here to play the fool : it is thonght 
very jocose to pour water on any person 
•who passes, or throw powder in his facCy 
but to do both is the perfection of wit. 

O n the evening of Good-Friday I went 
to the new convent, to witncss the rending 
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ílie veil of tlie temple, and hear a Poríu-
gueze sermón. The earthquake was re-
presented by a noise like scuííling of feet : 
tlie sermón was extempore, and its subject 
the sorrows of the Virgin M a r y ; the 
preacher addressed himself to íier image, 
íhe words magoas (sorrows) and esta tris-
tissima noite (tliis most rnournful nigbt) 
were coníinually whined out; it was ííie 
very reverse of the celebrated carol of her 
sevengood joys. 

The following day 1 attended to seo the 
church stripped ; it was under the ma­
nagement of a man of high rank, re-
markable for his attachment to priesís 
and prostitutes. One of the oíficiaíing 
priests wore a wig with a hole cut in it by 
way of the mystic tonsure. Afíer I had 
waited sorae hours, exposed to al l the 
effluvia of a Poríugueze crowd, the black 
curtains were in an instant drawn, and íhc 
altáis discovered corapleíely illuminaíed. 

Apicius himself might envy the fcelings 
®f a catliolic on Easter Eve. After doing 
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penance for forty dajs on físh and sonp 
meagre, they raake amends for it hy 
falling to when the dock strikes twelve, 
and this midnight feast is said to do some 
of them more injury than all the previous 
fasting. 

Easter Sunday is tfee accession day of 
the Emperor of the H o l y Ghost. This 
great personage, of whom you have pro-
bably never heard, is a litíle boy ; his 
reign lasts only t i l l Trini ty, but his priví-
leges are for life, and singular ones they 
are; for he is allowed to commit any crime 
without incurring the punishment of 
death, except high-treason ; for which he 
may be beheaded. 

O n most eminences his standard ís 
erected; a high pole with a flag bearing 
a dove ; his retinue parade the streets 
with similar flags, proíFering thera to^all 
good catholics to kiss, and receiving 
money in reíurn, which is expended in a 
feast on Whitsunday, at which the em­
peror presides in person. 
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There is an emperor in every parish 
wliere any family chuse privileges so 
dearly purchased for their son, for the ex­
pense is considerable. Good Catholics 
give dudes, fowls, pies, rabbits, & c . 
dressed out with ribbon, as oíFerings to 
liis imperial holiness. These are sold, 
and eagerly purchased at a high price, as 
being consecrated. The money goes to 
the emperor's treasury; each emperor 
diñes without his parish church, in 
public, under an awning, with musió 
playing, and abundance of rockeís flying 
in the face of the sun. 

I drank tea lately at the grate of the 
English nuns. They are of the order of 
St. Bridget. W h e n their possessions 
were seized by Henry the Eighth, they 
wandered through France and Flanders 
for thirty seven years, t i l l the pious 
iiberality of Isabel de Azevedo gave thera 
a settlement at Lisbon. A miraculous 
crucifix is venerated there, which the 
English heretics tore away frora sistcr 
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Isabel Arte, wliilst she was embraclng it, 
and cast it into the fire; the nun burst 
frora thera, and bore the image from the 
íire, which had lost all power of injuring 
either that or the holy raaid. The con-
vent has been constantly supplied from 
England with victims to this wretched 
superstition; bnt it is now several years 
since a no vice has arrived, and I hope our 
country w i l l not long be disgraced by the 
institution. They gave us the history of 
cach day's employment, a melancholy 
round of prayer and silence, undiversified 
by one solitary pleasure, Every nun, on 
the anniversary of Iier profession, is 
treaíed with a breakfast as gay as her 
convent friends can furnish : they crown 
her with flowers, and cali her the lady 
bride. 

They íalked much at the grate of the 
happiness they enjoyed; yet from the 
account they gave of their manncr of Ufe, 
and the eagerness wi th Avhich they ap-
pcared to seizc the opportunity of con-
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versatioiij I went away fully convinced 
fhat a nun is as miserable in herself as slie 
is useless to society. 

The ddi r ium of dsvotion may stipply 
comfort to a few monastics, wlióse warmth 
of dispositioíi has been thus per verted : 
these, howevcr, must necessarily be few, 
and there is too mucti reason to believe 
that the greater number, precluded from 
the exeríions of active benevolence, seek 
ío relieve the dreadful íaedium of such an 
existence, by the stiraulations of vice. A n 
English wine-merchant in this couníry, 
whose cellars were under the chapel of a 
nunnery, discovered that some person was 
in the habit of eníering thera by night, 
and accordingly changed the lock. O n 
the next day he received a note to this 
purport, " I f yon sustain any loss in yonr 
cellar, you shall be amply recompensed; 

, but replace the oíd lock, or be assured 
you wi l l repent i t . " He understood the 
note, and followed the advice. The roof 
of the cellar was formed only of planks 



186 

íaid over tte beams, and one of these was 
loóse. 

O f the ignorance of the friars a laugh-
able instance lately occurred. A pair of 
globes, just arrived from England, were 
shown to one of them : u AIi !" said he, 
i( I know what this is very well ; it is a 
camera obscura, and a very dangerous 
thing it is! a fricad of mine was very 
nearly killed in making sorae experiments 
with one." So ingeniously did he con-
found the globes, the camera obscura, and 
the elecírical machine. Jt may be doubted 
•whether it was ignorance prompted the 
answer of anothcr friar, "who, on being 
asked the use of some vessels in the church 
"which ke was not able to explain, re-
plied, u O h ! these are mysteries of the 
church." 

Were not the evils of superstition so 
grievous, its absurdities might amuse us. 
One of the Galego servants here related 
the following story of his country Saint, 
St. lago of Compostella. l i e asserted 



and believed that the nails, and hair, and 
beard of bis image constantlj grcw, and 
tbat a priest of bigh ecclasiastical rank 
was alvvays appointed to pare bis nails 
and sbave bira. Once a meaner priest 
Mas nominaíed ío tbis important office; 
be approacbed tbe itnage, placed tbe 
bason under bis cbin, began to latber tbe 
Saint, and was iramediately stmck dead 
for bis presumption.* 

* I extract tbe following rnost impudent instance of 
Monkish fraud from the valuable tracts of Dr. Geddes. 
He was chaplain attheEnglish factory at Lisbon, and 
entertaineda most religious aversión for the Calhoüc su-
peretition; an aversión not unreasonable in a man who 
had been once examinad by the inquisition. 

Some reliques and mannscripts, purporting to have 
been written during the perspcution of Ñero, were found 
in theruins of the uninhabitable Turpian tower at Gra­
nada, in 1583, and in the rnountain Va¡pavayso, near 
that city, in 1593. 

These writings declared all such as disbelievcd the 
immaculate conceplion of tbe Virgin Mary to be ac-
cursed, excommunicated, and damned to the pit of 
Hell : the Domiaicans, therefore, attempted to prove 
that they were not genuine, for these anjong otber 
reasbns: 
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There are many clmrches here in an 
unfinished state, thougli the building has 
been begun twenty or thirty years : be-
cause estatcs llave been left to the church 
t i l l it is compleíed. 

That some of them were in modero Spanish, whicb 
was not spoken in the time of Ñero. 

That St. CJBCÍIÍUS is caüed in them Bishop of Gra­
nada, whereas Granada was not built and known by 
that ñame, tül seven hundred years after the time of 
Ñero. 

That they express apprehensions lest the Moors 
shoukl seize the writings, whereas there could be no 
danger from the Moors in the time of Ñero. 

That some of them were in Arabio, a language which 
at that periud was not known in Spain. 

These objections were answered hy Dr. Madera, who 
aííirmed, 

That the Spanish language was the very same as it 
now is, before any Román ever entered Spain. 

That Granada vies built and known by that ñame, 
and a bishopric in the days of the Apostles. 

And that Arabio was spoken in Spain and Barbary 
long before those countries were conquered by the 
Arabs. 

But this was bis decisivo argnment, 
If these writings are forged they must be forged, 

«ither by a Mohammedan, a Heretic, or a Catbolic. 
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But it is the spirit that would compasa 
sea and earth to make one proselyte that 
renders the Romish religión so dangerous 
and so detestable. It is the duty of every 
man who believes his opinions necessary 
to the happiness of mankind, to dissemi-
nate those opinions by all fair raeans ; i f 
the friars, therefore, would atterapt to 
convert me, I should respect their zeal 
though they pestered me Tvitli their ab-
surdity : but they tempt in the day of 
poverty, they terrify on the bed of sick-
ness, they persecute in the hour of death ; 
and i f they find a man senseless in his 
last agonies, they place a candle in his 
hand, and smuggle h im under false co-
lours into the kingdom of heaven. A n 
Englishman who kept a Portugueze rais-

Now neither Ulohammedan or Heretic would forgti 
%vritings that so explicitly condemn their ovvn opinions; 
and as for the Catholics—it is utterly imposísible that 
any Catholic coald be capable of so wicked an action 
as that of forging wvitings and añixing saints ñames to 
them. 
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íress was so tormented by tliese friars in 
Lis last illness, that he died with a loaded 
pistol in each hand, ready to shoot tlie 
íirst monk that approached him. 

Thís spirit of proselyting is equally 
powerful whether the mcínk acts from 
worldly or conscientious motives ; in the 
ene case he acquires considerable reputa-
tion for his convent and for himself, in 
the other he escapes all the pains of pur-
gatory. From this double interest 'of the 
priest, and the dreadful despotism they 
exercise over the laity, marriages between 
Román Catholics and personsof a diíferent 
religión are productive of great misery. 

A Lntheran resident in Lisbon, who 
had married a Román Catholic, called 
her to his bed-side when he was dying, 
and made her, in the presence of the 
Germán clergyman, solemnly vow that 
she would not compel her sons to abjure 
their religión. She made the oath to her 
dying husbandj and perjured herself be-
fore the end of the week. 
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L E T T E R X X V 1 L 

Cintra.—Inscriptions on the RocT<.-~-Pa~ 
lace.—Penha Verde.—Cork Convent. 

Apr i l 9. 

W E went to Cintra on Sunday last, and 
saw nothing remarkable on the road except 
some of the retinue of the Emperor of 
the Holy Ghost, and two raras drawing a 
little cart. 

Never was a house more completely se-
cluded than my uncle's: it is so sur-
rounded with lemon trees and laurels as 
nowhere to be visible at the distance of 
ten yards ; a place 

Where the tired mind 
Might rest beyond the nmrniurs of mankind ! 

A little stream of water runs down the 
h i l l before the door, another door opens 
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into a leraon-garden, and from the sitting-
room we have just such a prospect over 
lemon trees and laurels to an opposite 
h i l l , as, by promising a better, invites us 
to walk. 

I know not how to describe to yon the 
strange beauties of Cintra : it is, perhaps, 
more beautiful than sublime, more gro-
tesque than beautiful, yet I never beheld 
scenery more calculaíed to fill the be-
hólder with admiration and delight.— 
This iramense rock or mountain is ' inpart 
covered with scanty herbage, in parts it 
rises into conical hills, formed of such 
immense stones, and piled so strangely, 
that all the machinery of deluges and vol-
canoes must fail to satisfy the enquiry for 
their origin. Nearly at the base stands 
the town of Cintra and its palace ; an oíd 
and irregular pile with two chimnies, each 
shaped like a glass-house. But the abund­
an ce of wood forms the most striking 
feature in this retreat from the Portu-
gueze summer. The houses of the English 
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are seen scattered on the ascent half hid 
among cork trees, elms, oaks, hazc^j 
walnuts, the tall canes, and the rich green 
pf the lemon gardens. 

O n one of the mountain eminences 
síands the Penha Convent, visible from 
the hills near Lisbon. O n another are 
the ruins of a Moorish castle, and a cis-
tern, within its boundaries, kept always 
full by a spring of purest water that rises 
in it. From this elevation the eye stretches 
over a bare and melancholy country to 
Lisbon on the one side, and on the other 
to the distant convent of M a ñ a , the 
Atlantic bounding the greater part of the 
prospect. 1 never beheld a view that so 
cíFectnally checked the wish of wan-
dering. l i a d 1 been born at Cintra, me-
thinks no inducement could ha ve tempted 
rae to leave its delightful springs and 
sliadcs, and cross the dreary •wilderness 
that insnlates them. 

B y the side of the road that passes 
above tbe town, is a bread smooth piece 
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of rock; the írunk of an oíd elm burst 
out iramediately over it, and these lines 
are carved on the stone. 

Pendentes ulmi muscosaque saxa válete, 
E t gelidi fontes flexibilesque hederá». 

Indifferent as the liues are, sorae persou 
has attempted to defraud the author by 
signing and dating thera 1795. They are 
of the date 1772, the joint composition of 
a Portugueze Fidalgo and an Ex-Jesuit, 
who on the dissolution of that order, by 
which he had been educated, and in 
mhich he had intended to profess, carne 
down to Cintra, and was proíected by the 
Fidalgo, then Juiz de Fora. Their des-
íinies were widely diíFerent. The Juiz de 
Fora gradually rose from place to place 
i i l l he attained a high post in Brazi l , herc 
he began to intrigue and foment disíurb-
ances^ was apprehended, sentenced to 
Angola, and died on the way. A curious 
moi^ument of thetrue Jesuitiealsuppleness 
of his friend remains in his own phrase, 
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" on the eternal rocks of C i n t r a w h e r e 
he has carved two inscriptions in honour 
of Porabal, and of the late king. They 
are liítle known; I ascended to them with 
balf an hour's hard labour; and give yon 
the hohography of the original. 

On one rock, 

D I V 
J O S 
I M P 

JETER 
N I T . S. 

On the other, 

Mag. Pomb. Nomen. 
Extinctis Conj. urb er. 

Delet Jes. inst acadeni» 
Eternis Cinthise rup. 

Poster. mand. traddid. 
N o n ingr. hospes. 

His flattery was rewarded with a good 
post. 

í n the palace we were shewn the chair 
K 2 
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where Sebastian sat wlien he announced 
his intended African expedition to his 
counsellors. Here too, is the apartment 
where Affonso V I . was confined, after thc 
wife and the crown, of wbich he was un-
worthy, had been seized hy his brotlier. 
The brick flooring of the room is -worn 
deep in one part by the steps of the cap-
tive king. The sides and ceiling of another 
room are painted with the escutcheons of 
the noble families of Portugal; I ob-
served that those were erased whose bearers 
had been engaged in the conspiracy against 
the late K i n g . * 

* Near the palace is a fountain, with the following 
inscription, curious for its pompous inanity : 

Antiga fonte 
da pipa; 

reedificada 
e melhorada 
pelo Doutor 
Franco Joze 
De Miranda 

Duarte praezi' 
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The gardens of Penlia Verde, once the 
superb seat of Don Joam de Castro, cbn-
tain the heart of one of his relations, with 

dente do senado 
da camera e Juis 

de Fora desta villa, 
em execuzam das 

ordens de sua Mage 
expedidas em avizo 

da Secrataria de estado 
dos negocios do reyno, de 
vinte c seis de Outubre de 
mil seto centos e outenta 

e sete, pelas quais foi 
a mesma aenhora servida 

determinar a reslituizam desta 
fonte, socegando o povo e üvrando 

día oppressam, que Ihe cauzava a fal­
ta de agoa no bayrro do Castello 

c poriso em memoria de tam augusta 
soberana, se gravarum 

os versos seguiníes. 
• 

Qnalis apud veteres 
Divus reguabat Ulysses, 
Qui nulli civi dicto 
Factove nocebat. 
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íhe following epitaph. I believe yon wi l l 
íind my translaüon as bad as Ihe original, 
and this is the best praise it can deserve. 

Cor sublime, capax, et Olympi montis ad instar, 
Ampiáis orbe ipso cor brevis urna tegit. 

Cor consanguíneo concors comparque Joanni 
India cui palmas subdita mille dedit. 

Cor virtutis amans, cor victima virginis alma», 
Corque ex corde piiim, nobile, forte, valens. 

Non pars, sed totus, latet hoc Saldanha sepulchro, 
In corde est totus, cor quia totus erat. 

A heart sublime, and than the earth's vvide bourn* 
More ampie lies within this little urn, 

Oa ene side is Cynthia in blue tiles, and underneath, 

Tertia jam grávida 

plnvialis Cynthia cornu. 

Lucun, 

Oa the other Justice. 

N o n consideris 
personara pauperís nec lionori* 
vultum potentis, juste judica 
próximo tuo. 

Levitic, 
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A heart in worth and birth to him allied, 
" Whom vanquish'd India hails his country's pride. 

A heart to holy Mary's love subdued, 
A heart most heartily pious, brave, and good. 
Here all Saldanha lies inurn'd, not part, 
For here his Jieart lies, and he was all * heart. 

O n Ihe wall near the monument is a 
stone with this inscription, which I own 
inyself unable to comprehend : 

•* This reminds me of 

Hugo, whom Duke Gondibert 
For stout and steady khidness did approve, 
O f staturesmall, but was all over heart, 
And tho' unhappy, all that heart was love. 

Si r JVüliam Davenntnt. 

Tiie conceit is to be found in an epitaph on Fiancis l , 
hy St. Gelais. 

Que tient enclos ce mar ble (¡ui je voy? 
L e Grand Fiau^ois incomparable Roy . 
Comme eut tel Prince un si court monument ? 
De luy u'y a que 1c Cccnr'senlement. 
J3one icy n' est pas tout, ce Grand Vamqueur 
I! y est tout, car tout il cstoit Ctcur. 

p: 4 
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Oculis 
Quam 
Naribus 
Melior. 

There is an oíd staíue of a sleeping 
Venus in thegarden; a Caíholic lady mis-
took it for a venerable iinage of the Virgin 
Mary , and used to address her daily 
prayers to it. 

Near the Penha Verde an oíd cork tree 
over-hangs the road ; the fern is rooted in 
its mossy bark, and forms Avith its vcrdure 
a niost picturesque contrast to the oíd 
trce's dark evergreen foliage. Cintra is 
remarkably damp, yet 1 am told the damps 
are not unwholsome. 

W e visited the Cork convent: here 1 
was shown a den in which a Hermit lived 
twclveyears; a small hole for so large a 
vermin, but the virtue of burrowing there 
has procured him a place in Heaven, i f we 
believe the inscription: 

Hic Honorios, 
vitam finivit. 
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Et ideo cura ü e o 

vitam revivií. 
obit 1596. 

A n inseríption like the following would 
not, perhaps, be improper in a Protes-
tant eountry. 

Here, caverned like a beast, Houorius dwelt 
In self-denial, soiitudc, and prayer, 
Long years of penauce. H e had rooted out 
AI1 human feelings from his heart, and fled 
With fear and tóáthíng from all human joys 
As from perdition. But the law of Christ 
Enjohis not this. To aid the fatherless, 
To heal the sick, to be thepoov man's friend, 
And in the wounded heart pour gospel balm, 
These are the active duties of that law 
Which whoso keeps receives a joy on eartb, 
Calm, constant, still increasing, |)reliunng 
The cternal bliss of heaven. Yet mock not thou, 
Stranger, the anchorite's mlstaken zeal! 
He painftilly his painful duties kept, 
Sincere tho' erring. Stranger, dost tiiou keep 
Thy better, easier law but half as well ? 

I have now mentioned to you all that 
stranger» usually visit at Cintra : but I 

K 5 
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cannot ^ithout a tedious minuteness des-
scribe the ev«r-varying prospects that Üie 
raany eminences of this wild rock prescnt, 
or the littlegreen lañes over whose border-
ing lemon gardens the evening wind blows 
so cool, so rich ! Y o u would not be in-
terested by the domestic management of 
three mcn; yet til ese trifling circum-
stances, so dull to others, are those that 
render the remembrance of Cintra pleasant 
to me. I shall always love to think of 
the lonely house, and the stream that runs 
beside it, whose murmnrs were the last 
sounds I heard at night, and the first 
that awoke my attention in the morning. 
" C'est un bien pour un voi/ageur d'avoir 
acquis unfonds rfémotions douces et vives, 
dont le souvenir se renouvellé pendant tout 
sa vie i mais il ne sauroit Ies partager 
avec ceux qui, ne les ayant pas éproutées, 
sHnteressent toujours plus au récit de ses 
peines, qu'á celui de ses plaisirs."* 

Voyage du Jcune Anarcharsis. 
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S E T T E R X X V I I L 

Poem on Cintra.—Sehastianists.—Fish-
ing Boat s .—Pól i ce .—Execut ions .— 
Fun erais. Purgatory. English 
Bur2/ing-Ground!-—SepulchralInscrip~ 
tions. 

• 

Ereturned to Lisboa on Burros: thc 
ass i a this country is as respectable an 
animal as it is usefül. Y o u wi l l probably 
be as incredulous as í was, t i l l undeniable 
testimony convinced me, when I tell yon 
that a Portugneze lady here is so enor-
mously fat that sbe aclually broke tlie 
back of a strong ass, and the animal fell 
dead under ker. They go a quiet, con-
stant pace, and as I jogged patiently on I 
was rerainded of the way of life : iraagi-
natiop is a mettled horse that w i l l break 

ÍÍ 6 
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tlie rider's ne^k, when a donkey would 
have carried hira to the end of his journey 
slow but sure. 

They have no idea of the exertions of 
our English horses. A young English-
man, who draws very well, drew one in 
the act of leaping a gate : Sir^ said the 
Portugueze, to whorn he shewed the 
sketch, no horse can do that, it is im-
possible. 

The kingdom of Portugal, by a so­
lera n decree, has been made tributary to, 
and placed under the patronage of the 
Virgin Mary . The following is a copy 
of the inscription íixed up upon this oc-
casion in most of the Portugueze towns ; 

iEternit. Sacr. 
ImmacuIatissimaD 

Conceptioni Mariae 
Una cum general. Comitiis 

Se, et Regna sua 
Sub annuo censu tributaria 

publica vovit, 
Atfjuo Deiparam in Imperii tutelarem 

electam 
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A labe original! praeservahim perpetué; 
Defensurum 

Juramento firrnavit 
viveret ut pietas Lusitan. 

Hoc vivo lapide memoriale 
perenne 

cxarari jussit 
Ann. Cbristi M . DC. X C . V i . 

Imperii sui V I . 

There is a strange sect of eníhusiasís in 
this country, called* Sebastianisís, from 

* These people are aliuded to in the reply to the 
Portugueze sermón menlioned in a former note. " Se 
cansa ne relatar diferentes Pseudo-Mcssias, que uvo en 
la nación, en el espacio demás de 1500 aúos. Y pudi­
era el mismo responderse con ellos, pues aunque es 
verdad que la Nación corrió a abrasar a algunos, por 
engañarse creyendo, pedia ser el verdadero, y esperado 
Messias} luego que vido que no se cumplieron en ellos 
las profecías literalmente, que del Verdadero tratan, los 
rejecto, y abandono, y fueron, y son tenidos en la 
nación por espúreos y falsos. Y que hay que admirar, 
que una Nación abatida y conculcada, abrasase qual-
quiera ocacioo de restaurarse, dejándose llevar de aquella 
confianza, que siempre tuvo y tiene en Dios, y de aquella 
esperanza que conserva en su divina y santa palcbra 
que no puede faltas ? Por ventura no buvo y hay en 



206 

the ñame of íhe unforíunafe king who is 
the object of their supersülion. W h a t 
tradition fables of ihe Wels l i is true of 
these people; íliey lio pe and expect the 
re-nppearance of Sebnsiian, and they 
have nightly raeetings on the hills, near 
the aqueduct, to watch ih the heavens for 
íhe tokens of his approach, Drjden has 
not chosen the most interesting part of 
íhis monarch's history for his drama : the 
interest of intrigue and incest rnay be cx-
cited by any dabbler, but to describe.the 
return of Sebastian after his country was 
annexed to Spain, to delinéate the workings 
of his mind, when after a long course of 
adversity had subdued his vices and 
strengthened his virtues, he was punished 
as an impostor by those who knew tlie 

Portugal hasta el dia de oy, quien espera al Rey Don 
Sebastian ? no nvo en los passados sigloe uno que fingió 
serlo ? y no se escrivieron libros en su abono ? Pues s 
esto sucede en unanacion libre solo por la ancia de rever 
un Rey que estimava, qvte mucho padeciese semejante 
engaño, una Nación oprimida, con la esperanza de ver 
un Rey que Dios le tiene prometido ? 
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justice of his claims, tliis -would have 
been worthy of tbe powers of Dryden, 
even i f he had possesscd sufficient indc-
pendence and integrity to have pleased 
his own better jud^ment, and treated the 
public tasíe wi(h the contempt ií meriíed. 

It was very fortúnate for Nebuchad-
nezzar that he was not K'mg of Portugal, 
for 1 know not wliere be could have grazed 
for seven years. I have ncver seen either 
wolf or wild boar in the open country, 
but they are numerous. A n officer whose 
regiment was stationed in one of the pro-
vinces, heard frequent complainís of the 
raischief which the wild boars d id , and 
ordered his men to encompass íheir haunís 
and drive them into a circle; íhis was 
done, but when the boars found íhemselves 
surrounded they charged their enemies, 
burst through them, and escapcd v i o 
torious. 

I had a very narrow escape lately from 
one of the large fishing boats in the river 
that, very frequently run down smallcr 
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boals; it is bilí a few years since eleven 
Russian midshipmen vcere desíroyed Ibus, 
a fisiiingboaí pnrposely run tbem down, 
and when some óf them leapf on board of 
it ío save themselves, the fishermen 
knucked them over. I liave alreadj racn-
tioned the rpmissness of (he pólice; on 
this account executions are very rare, not 
because crimes are uncommon. A Por-
tugueze was executed in one of the pro­
vincial towns some years ago for a singu­
lar irade of wlckodness : he used to cali 
all the pedlars he saw passing into his 
house and murder them, t i l l at length the 
neighbours wondered that no pcdlar was 
ever seen after he had entered there, and 
he was dcíect'íd. 

The mode of execution is horrible. In 
almost every town is a pillar generally of 
grolesque and striking architecture. T o 
this the criminal is fastened: a surgeon 
draws a chalk. lino across his throat, and 
the executioner follows it with a long 
sharp kuife; but this mode of decapita-
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tion is the privilege of tíie Fidalgos, and 
Plebeians are hanged. A singular point 
of law and etiquette occurred at the ex-
ecution of the last man who suíFered at 
Lisbon. He had murdered his father and 
broíher to come at the estáte, and when 
condemned to death claimed the honour 
of being beheaded as a F ida lgo; but as 
only one of his parents enjoyed that title, 
the Fidalgos objectcd to this, and insisted 
íhat he should be hanged ; the matter 
was corapromised, for the poor fellow had 
not interest enough to make a law suit o f 
it, and his head was only cut half oíF to 
satisfy both parties. 

Though the laws are in general so re-
miss, on one remarkable occasion they 
were faíally precipítate. A nunnery had 
been set on fire, and a gentleman was ap-
prehended near it whose horse was shod 
with felt, and who would give no account 
of himself. The certainty of death could 
uot make him break his mysterious silencc? 
he was condemned and suffercd : but the 
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real crimináis were afterwards discoverecl, 
and his innocence known loo late. The 
Portugueze nobles still wear a medal nine 
days in theyear asa memorial of this fatal 
error. 

I cannot express to you the anger 1 felt 
at hearing a circumstance which many of 
the English here remember. About tweníy-
five years ago a nnn made her escape from 
a convent of Carthusians at the Gr i l lo , 
the most austere of all the Franciscan 
order. The convent is by the river, inío 
which the common sliore discharges itself. 
This miserable woman crawled through 
the common shore, and proceeded through 
íhe mud at low water, t i l l by a boat 
moored near she got on board an English 
vessel, where she begged to be concealed. 
The English captain voluntarily gave her 
up ! though her place of retreat could 
not have been suspected, for the tide had 
obliterated all traces of her path. Her 
fatewas never known, but it was reported 
that she was put to deatb. 
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I was laíely at the funeral of a Catholic 
of distinction ; it was in the cvening; the 
cofíiu was placed in the middle of the 
church, it was then opcned, and the corpse 
exposed holding- a cross. The body was 
surrounded by priests each holding a wax 
taperas tall as himself, and for an hour 
and a half did they labour in singing the 
dirge. The coffin was afterwards íilled 
with quick lime, a necessary means of ac-
celerating decay where they bury always 
in the churches. 

The fires of Purgatory (which, as 
Manoel de Abren said, boil the caldrons 
of so raany friars) are displayed with 
sufficient care to the imagination of this 
people. The Catholic can scarcely lift up 
his eyes without beholding a soul sur­
rounded with flames, pictured on tiles 
upon the walls and houses, and the men 
who beg for masses for souls carry with 
them boards whereon the same specíaclc 
is exhibited in glowing colours. The 
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souls* in Purgatory are fartned out like 
the í j thes and turnpikes in England ; 
ñor must you imagine that the harvest is 
coníemptible, the appeal to religious be-

* These abuses of the scriptnre doctrine have occa-
sioned the diabolícal belief of eternal punishment. I 
transcribe the following passage from the " De Statu 
Mortuorum" of Burnet, an author whose genius was 
perhaps never excelled. He quotes from one of those 
Thcologiatis whom he calis the Doctores Iinmiseri-
cordes. 

" Si omnes homines nati ab Adam usque ad hodier-
nura diem, et ampüus nascitun, viverent usque ad no-
vissimum diem; etomnia grainina, quas exoita unquam 
fuerunt, essent homines; ac si imam poenam quam 
patitur Anima pro uno peccato mortali, ia inferno, ex 
«quo partirentur, ita ut daretur unieoique pars illius 
pcenoe sequa: tune paiticula q iasvis iliius poenae homi-
HÍS unius inajoresset, quam omina tormenta'quss omne» 
saucti Martyres, & omnes raptores, & omnes malefic' 
unquam passi fuerunt." 

Hsec ille. ílis poenis truculenlisslmis si ceíernllaterr^. 
addas, omnes explebis inhumanitatis partes, números^ 
rationes. 

Nobis difficile est omnem exuere humanitalera ; Dea 
diílicilius omnem misericordiam : et sinaturam nostram 
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Ucf and the feelings of Jmmauity is 
powcrful, and the alms given in penance 
are usually thus appropriated. One 
convent in Lisbon that enjoys a consider-

«ommipcre aut destruere possumus, divinam non poa-
surnus. Pulsarunt olim tympana in valle Hinnon, ne 
exaudiretur a populo et a parenübus infantium clamor, 
qui immolabantur Idolo igneo et vagiebant acerbe inter 
flammas j sed totum licet aíthera resonare feceris contí-
nuis tonitribus, nunquam efíicies üt in hoc Tophet, de 
qUo loquisaur, excruciatorum planctus et ejulütus non 
ascendant in aures Jehovíe, Patris misericordiarurlí. 

Réspice pauiisper, si placel. Doctor immisericors ! 
quale nobis exhibes spectaculum ; quale tbeatrum Pro-
vidéatm, multo majorera partem hnmani generis sestn-
antein inter flammas per aeterna sxcula. O d:gna Deo 
et Angelis speciatoribas scena ! dein ad demulcenduni 
aures, dum plangoribus et ululatu co;lum terramque 
rcplcl lia;c infelix turba, harmoniam habes plañe divi* 
í iam! illud prsetéféá mibi dolet non parum', quod 
videam, hoc modo, tantam partera naturse rationalis 
inutücin factam. funditus perditum et rejectaneum, in­
star salís insalsi, ailt instar vappaí, projectam forís, sine 
usu, aut spe futura. 

Omnis creatura, quantum nobis constat, est sua na­
tura labilis, perlnde ac improba et damnata. Quod si 
eodem modo lapsi sint penitus irrecuperabiles, tota 
crea':io intcllcclualis expósita est, noft vanitati tantum, 

3 
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able revenue in behalf of tlie dcad, en-
trusts the performance of the masses to 
ecclesiastical agents in the country, who 
do the business by commission at a 
cheaper raíe. 

sed etiam aiterníB miseriae. Nec tam bonitatis divina 
oi)us esset, quam crudelitatis cujusdani, aut periculosaí 
tusus aíeas, hanc reí ;iin natuvam construxisse. PojniUiit 
cilim Demn se corididisf:e homines, ob eorum nimirum 
isequitiam; painitebit vicissim homines misaros se con­
ditos esse a Deo, quandoquidem satius illius faisset nuu-
r¡nam estitisse. 

Burnet adds in a note, " Hajc, quíE doctioribus in-
sripta sunt, si quis in linguam vulgarem transtuierit, 
id malo animo atqne consilio sinist.ro factuui arbitrabor." 
If any person should transíate this, •which is writlcií 
only for the learned, into the vulgar tongue, I shall 
think it is done with a wicked intention. 

It isstrange that Burnet should have feared openly to 
attack a superstition which represents deity as devoid of 
justice and benevolence. The passage which he wrofe 
only for the learned is the finest in the volume ; it be-
gins with a quotation from one of (¡he " Unmerciful 
Theologians." 

If all the men who have been born since Adamtilt 
the present time, and all who shall be born hereafter, 
even till the last day, were living, and if all the herbs 
which have ever grown were men, and if one punisb-

http://sinist.ro
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The burying-groimd of the English 
and Lutherans is plantéd wíth Judali 
trees and cjpressesj that forra a most me-
lancholy contrast. The bodies soon after 

ment which a soul suffers in Hell for one deadly sin 
shoutd be divided equally among them, so that every one 
should suffer an equal proportion, then each particular 
share of that puiiishmeut which would fall to one man, 
woukl be greater than all the holy Martyrs, and alí 
robbers, and a!I malefactors have ever endured." 

Thus the theologian. If y o n add eternity to these 
most savage panishvnents, yon will fiü up the measure of 
barbarity. 

It is difíicult for us to throw aside all Immanity; i'c 
• is more difficult for God to tlirow aside all mercy: and 
- though we may be able to corrupt or to destroy our own 

natura, the divine nature cannot be changed. They 
beat drums of yore in the valley of HinnoDj that the 
cries of infanls svho were sacrificed to the ido!, and 
screamcd bitterly amid the flames, might not be heard 
by the peopie and by their parents; but though you 
could make the whole heavens echo w i l h unceasing 
thunders, you should not prevent the screams and 
howlings of the tortured in this tophetfrom ascending to 
the ears of God, the father of mercy. 

Contémplate a ültle, stern and unrelenting believer! 
what a spectacle dost thou exhibit to us ! what a theatre 
of providence! the far greater part o f t h é human 
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death are placed in a deposit-liousc, a 
custom necessary iu tliis hot clitnate, and 
which it would be well to adopt every 
where. In the deposit-house is a liand* 

race 'liquifying in fire through evertasting ages ! Oh 
scene worthy to be belield by God and his angels 1 and 
yon w i l l have a harmony truly divine to soollie tbeir 
cars, whiisL this miserable mullitude fill earth and 
hcaven with their groans and howlings ! It would aflVict 
me'wttb no light grief to behold so great a part of ra-
tional r.ature made in vain anJ rcjectc l , cast out iike 
salt that has lost its savour, utterly abandoned, and 
wilhout liope. 

Every une Tshy natuve prone to s in , therefore wicked 
and condemned; but if, according to this bfliof, (bey " 
that have fallen a're irrecoverably lost, the whole inteU 
leciual creation is exposed, not so much to vanity as fo 
unending wrelchedness : nov would it Le the work of 
divine goodnes?, but ralher of malevolent crnelty, or of 
some unhappy chance to have framed this order of 
tliings. God once repented him that he had made man , 
because of their exceeding wickedness; tlie miserable 
human race might in their turn sorrow that they were 
created, since it had been better for them nevev to have 
been." 

As a contrast to the eloquent declamation of Bumct, 
1 annex this extract i'rom the miscellaneous companion, 
by W, Matthews; it is the pvoduclion of JOHN HENDER-
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some monument erected by the governors 
of Christ's hospital to M r . Parr, who had 
been educated there, and at his death en-
dowed it wiíh the bulk of his fortune. 

SON, ñor can I beitow on it a higher commendation t.han 
by saylng that it dues not disgrace his memory. It is 
subjoined to a dialogue íii which the doctrine of Pur* 
gatory is defended. 

ist.—I lay it down as a maxim to be doubted by few, 
and denied by none, that whosoever doeth any thing, 
foreseeing the certain event thereof, willeth that event. 
If a parent send children hito a woocl wherein grow 
poisonous berries, and cerlainly know that they w'il.l eat 
of them, it is of no importance in the considerations of 
common sense, that he cautions, forbids, forewarns, or 
that they, having free will, may avoid the poison. Who 
will not accuse him of their death in sending them into 
circumstances where he foreknew it would happen ? 
God foreknows every thing; to his knowledge every 
thing is certain. Let us suppose him about to créate 
twenty men : he knows ten of (hem (or any number) 
will become vicious, therefore damned, thence isheritthe 
unceasing penalty. Who doubts in such a case that he 
will$ the end, who being all mighty and all knowing, docs 
that without which it could not come to pass ? But HE 
hath sworn by HIMSELF, for HE could swear by no 
greater, that HE willeth not the death of him that 
dieth: that is, HE willeth it not fin-ally or simply as 

V O L , I I . JL 
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The burial ground contains one curious 
specimen of English poetry, said to be 
the production of a school master, and 
perhaps bad enough to entertain you. 

death, or destruction irrecoverable. And if it occur it 
is a part of liis oeconomy of grace, a mimstvation unto 
lite; for HE hath declared, that his will is, that all 
should be saved; therefore the doctrine which forges 
any contrary will, falsifies supreme unchangeable truth. 
And were not reason en my sida, I say to all objecting 
reasonevs, " let God be true, and every man a liar 1" I 
need not add what a very diíferent view is presented from 
the doctrine I defend. 

2dly.—I lay it down as another indubitable maxim, 
^hat whatsoever is done by a being of the divine attri-
butes, is iutended, (by his goodness) conducted, (by his 
wisdom) and accomplished, (by his power) to a good 
end. Now all possible good ends may be enumerated 
underthree words—honour, pleasure, benefit; and every 
One to whom good can accrue from endless punishment 
must be either punisher, punished, or fellovo creature to 

the puniilicd. Let us try every one of the former three 
to each of thelatter. 

ist.—The Punisher. Would it be a grealer honour 
to the punisher to have his creatures miserable than 
happy ? 1 will venture to say by proxy for every heart. 
No. Would it be greater ^cetíurc ? No. And iene^í 
to Him can be nona. 
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Industry tnade bim sliine wilh splendid store, 
Yet could not dcfend bim from death's certain dooiv 
V/here hastily he entered with great alaruou 
Without intending mortal any harm, 

Í2d.—Punished. Endless puuishment can be neither 
honour,pleasiire, ñor benefit to them, though punisbment 
on my scheme will be of endless benefit. 

3d.—The Felíovs-crealures. It will be as honourahh 
to them as to have ene of their family hanged. If tbey 
have pleasure. in it, tbey must bavc a diabolical heart, and 
must by the just searcber of hearts be committed to 
the place prepared for the Devil and bis Angels. BenefJ-
they can have none, except safety, and that is fully 
answered by the great gulpb, by confinement till i c -
formation. 

As then unceasing torments can answer no possible 
good end to any one in the universe, I conclude them 
to be neither the will ñor work of God. Could I sup-
pose them, I must believe them to be inflicted by a 
wantonness or cruelty, which words cannot express, ñor 
heart conceive. 

But let this be the comfort of everyhumble soul, 
known unto God are all bis works j the Judge of al l 
shall do right; and H« ordereth all things well. It 
hath pleased HIM to reconcile a l l things to HIMSELP. 
Therefore to Hra shall bow every knee j and every 
tongue shall say, " In the Lord / have strength, and / 
have rigbteousness." 

- o 



guoh was his fate, when least expecting death 
A fatal shot deprived him of his breath. 
Thus mortal man though strict a watch may keep, 
Is often hurried intoeternal sleep. 

The moderas are in no species of com-
position so inferior to the antients as in 
monumental inscriptions. They should 
be brief, and simple, and characteristic; 
our raost popular are deficient in these 
three qualities, which are so admirably 
preserved in the Greek. There is not a 
more striking instance than in that on the 
tomb of the Indian suicide.—" Here lies 
Zarmonochegas the Indian, who, after the 
manner of his country, made himself im­
mortal." 

But I have met with a most remarkable 

There is a passage in St. Bernard's works upon this 
subject which descrves attention. Haeretici non credunt 
ignein purgatorium restare post mortem, sed statim 
animam solutam a corpore, vel ad réquiem transiré, 
vel ad damnationem. Quaerant ergo ab eo qu¡ dixifc 
quoddam petcatum esse, quod ñeque in hoc soeculo 
ñeque in futuro remittetur, cur hoc dixerit, si nulla man#t 
in futuro remissio purgatione peccati ? 
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epitaph, in the Chronicle of Sebastian, 
which bears the narae of Manoel de 
Menezes. He says that it was discovercd 
in the Isle of Cyprus, in tiie sepulclire of 
a king of tliat island, written in Greek 
verse, and sent to the Portugueze raonarcli 
John IIf . After his deafh, on the day 
before Sebastian assumed the government, 
the Dowager Qaeen sent him tlie epitaph, 
and advised him so to labour in his sta-
tion as to deserve such an inscription 
upon his grave, a happiness wli ich she 
had often heard his grandfather most 
earnestly desire. The truth of its origin 
I cahnot affirm, and I have in vain sought 
for the Greek. M y translation from the 
Portugueze wi l l make you approve tlie 
advice of the queen, but you may perliaps 
doubt whether any king could have writ­
ten such a history of himself with truth. 

* íí W h a t I could accomplish by good 
means I never did by evil . 

* I give tbe Portngueze, becanse in my translation I 
have omitted what is weak, and compressed what is SÜ-
perfluous. 

L 3 



" W h a t I could obtaín by peace I 
never forced by war. 

44 I never chastised in public h im 
whom I could privately amend, or 
whose amendment I had not previously 
attempted. 

O que pude faser por lem, nunca o jfx por mal. 

O que pude alanzar por pax, nunca o tomey com guerra. 

O que pude vencer com rogos, nunca o a/ugentey com 

ameaqos. 

O que pud« remediar em segredo, nunca o castiguey em 

publico. 

O que pude emendar com avisos, nunca o castiguey com 

azoules. 

Nunca castiguey em publico que primeiro nao avisasse. 

Nunca consenli a minha Ungoa que dissesse mentira, 

nem per'núlti a meus ouvides que ouvissem lisonjas. 

Ref reey meu corax.ao, para que nao desejasse com o seu 

pouco. 

Veley por conserver meus amigos, e daveleime por nao 

{er inimigos. 

Nao fuy prodigo em gastar, nem cohî oso em recebet. 

Do que castigue tenkopexar, e do queperdoey alegría. 

Nasci komem entre os homems, por tanto comem os bi­

chos minhas carnes. 

Ouvi virtuoso, e vivi virtuoso com os virtuosos, por tant» 
dtscanfara a minha alma com Dios. 
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" I never allowed my tongue toutter an 
untmth, ñor did I ever permit mine ears 
to listen to the flatíerer. 

" I was not prodigal in expending, 
ñor avaricious in accumulating. 

I have grieved for those wbom I 
punished, but when I have pardoned I 
have been joyful. 

e< I was born a man among men, there-
fore do the wormsdevour me ; but I lived 
virtuously among the virtuous, and there-
fore my soul has found repose with 
G o d . " 

• 

• 

r 

. . . 
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L E T T E R X X I X . 

• 

fínsbandof Madame Tallien.—Talassí. 
—Prince of Brazil.—Dislike of 
French Principies ; of English In-

jluence, 

XIIE ci-dcrant husband of Madame Ta i -
lien is in Lisbon. I mention it because 
the business that broaght him here is cu-
rious. Two years ago he liad taken bis 
place from France in a Danish vessel 
bonnd for Philadelphia. Part of his 
baggage, whicli contained some very 
valuable jewels, was conveyed on board, 
and when he returned to shore for the rest 
he left the keys in care of an American, 
uirwilling to trust them to the ernigrant 
passengers. The ship sailed wiíhout h im, 
and put in at Lisbon, wherc the emi-
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grants informed the court of Ihe valué of 
his jewels, and added that, in all proba-
bili ty, the owner had been guillotined. It 
vías in vain that the American who was 
intrusted with tlie keys remonstrated, or 
that the capíain declared he must be re-
sponsible for the effecís when the owner 
should deraand them at Philadelphia ; 
tlie Portugueze government seized them, 
and placed them in a deposit-house. The 
Imsband of Madame Tallien (I only 
know liim by the narae of his ex-wife), 
however, arrived at last to claim his 
jewels, and the property has been re-
stored to him. 

I met a tooth-drawer yesterday, who wore 
a small brass chain across his shoulders, 
ornamented with rotten teeth at equal 
distances; perhaps his professional full * 
dress. 

* One of our oíd romances shows that it was for-
Werly the badge of this fraternity. 

Otuel, for wrath, anón 

Areight him on the cheek-bone : 

L 5 



I Lave seen much of Angelo TaTassi, 
the celebrated improvisatore, who receives 
a pensión of an hundred moidores in that 

A U tho' fell off tliat was there. 
And made bis teeth all bare; 
Tho' Otuel saw lüs cheek-bone, 
H e gave Claral a scorn anón, 
And said " Clarel! so mote tbou the, 
Why shewest thou tliy teeth to me ? 
I n'ara no tooth-drawere ! 
Thou ne seest me no chain hear. 

Clarel feeled him vvounded sore. 
And was maimed for evermore j 
And smote to Otuel with all bis mightr 
And Otuel, that douhty knight, 
"W'ith bis sword kept the dent 
That Clarel him liad y meant. 
And yet the ciint slode adown, 
And smote Otuel upon the crown. 
Quoth Otuel, " By God is ore, 
Saracen^ thou smitest full sore í 
Sith then thy beard was y-shave, 
Thou art woxen a strong knave ! 
Otuel smote Clarel tho', 
O stroke and no ino, 
That never eft word be nc spake. 

ÍI/M'Í Sfecimens o/English Melrical Romances, 



capaciíy frora the Portugueze courí . 
W h e n I first saw him my únele was out; 
lie carne up stairs talking to the servant 
1n a voice that Stentor might have 
envied. The odd genius displayed in Iris 
face engaged my attention to him ; and 
when he showed me his ñame in a volume 
of his own poems, which he brought with 
h i m , ' 1 knew who was my visitor. W e 
began our conversation in La t in , conti-
nued it in Portugueze, and ended it in 
French. The subject of Italian poeíry 
was easily introduced. A t the ñame of 
Ariosto, " A h í (he cried) he was my 
countryman, and (holding out his arms) 
1 have embraced his tomb 1" He íhen 
told me of his early love for poetry, gave 
the standing history of al l poets since 
poor O vid j the dislike of his parenís to 
his favourite study, who locked up his 
Peírach and burnt his Ariosto. W h e n I 
mentioned Dante he rose frora his scat, 
and, with the utmost delight, repeated the 
tale of Ugolino. I should think higher of 
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his genius i f I had not seen that most of 
his printed poems are complimentary 
pieces addressed to kings, queens, and 
princes. There are among them two or 
three flaming panegyrics on the late 
Duke of Orleans, of sad and seditious 
memory. 

Talassi invited me to sup with him, 
and proraised rae poetry and Parraesan. 
l i e read us pai t of an unpublished work, 
in imitation of Tasso's Rinaldo, he said, 
in which he had introduced Lord Bute 
and Lord Filzwilliara. After supper we 
had a specimcn of his art. I had long 
wished to hear an improvisaíore. He 
sung, or toned, his verses, so that the de-
íiciency, or redundanee, of three or four 
feet was of no consequence: his hand 
went up and down keeping time, and oc-
casionally lie continued for ten or twelve 
lincs with his eyes shut. It was a strange 
loosely-connccted rhapsody of rhymes : 
lie complimented us a l l , talked of a poet's 
poor house and poor supper, laraeníed 
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íhe K i n g of France, laughed at one of our 
party for not bringing a wife from Eng-
landj and told rae that I should reíurn 
tliere and marry one. This lasíed about 
ten minutes, and, in a language so abun-
dant in rhymes as the Italian, might have 
been continued as long as the poet's breath 
could endure. The defects of metre are 
disguised by toning, and they who ad­
mire the poetry of the South of Europe 
cannot complain i f the eftusions of the 
improvisatore rise not above prose in dig-
nity of sentiment. 

The extempore poet and the extempore 
preacher practice necessarily the same 
professional trick : the same subject w i l l 
cali forth the same thoughts, and oíd 
ideas are closely connected ^with the words 
in which they have been usually convey-
cd. This I have known to be the case 
with public speakers ; and one who had 
often heard Talassi with more than com-
mon attention, assurcd me that his best 
passagcs were such as were easily in-
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troduced on any subject. A few days 
afíer we liad supped with l i im, I again 
saw this enthusiastic Italian; he found 
me reading the Ufe of Tasso, and catch-
ing up the volume, he kissed the portrait 
of his favourite author. I spoke of the 
entertainment he liad given me, he talked 
of his verses, and repeated the lines he had 
addressed to me on that occasion; either 
his powers of memory, therefore, are pro-
digious, or these lines were not the eífu-
ision of the raoment when I first heard 
them : they were equally applicable to 
cvery young foreigner Talassi has been in 
company with, and it woutd be strange i f 
so trite an idea had not often occurred to 
him *before. 

* In 1800 Talassi was in England : he called upon 
a gentleman, the author of a poem which had just been 
very highly praised in the reviews, and sent up his 
ñame, with the informaüon that he was an Italian 
poet. M r . , not knovving the ñame, ñor liking 
the title, retunied for answcr that he was engaged : 
upon which, the angry improvisatore asked for pen and 
ink, and thus gave veut to his mdignation s 
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A circumsíancc which Iiappened Iiere 
in March wi l l show you the dread they 
entertaim of French principies. Four 
prints arrived here for an Englisli gentle-
man, representing the royal family of 
France in their most distressful situations. 
These prints that appeal to the feelings, 
are more powerful advocates for aris-
tocracy than all the volumes of its pen-
sioners; the custom-house officer, how-
ever, took them out of the frames, and 
tore them in pieces, declaring that no-

Con/rere en Jpollon, Je me Jais un devoir 

De paroitre chez vous, pour dcsir de vous voir. 

Vous ¿tes e n g a g é ; j 'aurai done patience. 

Je nejouirai point d'une aimable presence. 

L'Auteur d se cache, et pourquor, s'ü luiplait f 

Je rrCen vais desolé, mais enjin , . . e'en esljait. 

Signor — — riverito, 

M e n'andró come son ito, 

E se voí sublime Faie 

Un Poeta non curata, 

lo delpari v i lo giuro ' 

Non vi cerco, e non vi curo. 

Angelo Talassi di Ferrara, Poeta all' attuate semxio 

i d l a Regina di Porlogallo, 



2 3 2 

thíng about the French should cnter Por­
tugal. He then repacked thc frames and 
glasses, and sent them to the owner. 

A U improvements here are classed under 
the hateful term of innovations. A Por-
tugueze, who, after making some fortune 
in England, settled in his own country, 
had learnt the valué of English comforts, 
and built a chimney in his sitting-room, 
But none of his countryraen would sit in 
the room. " N o , " they said, " they did 
not like those metaphysical things." 
" Essas cousas metaficas." I met with 
as curious an application of a word in the 
fragment of a Portugueze theological 
work; after enumerating some of the 
opinions of an heretic, the author adds, 
<{ he was guilty of these and many other 
such bestialities."* 

Yet , however averse they may be to 
French principies, many of the Portu-

* This word, however, is only ridiculous to a» 
English eye. Bestialidades in Portugueze bears tbe 
same meaning as the French be Uses. 
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gueze dislike the English influence, and 
repróbate the Methuen treaty as the ruin 
of their commerce. The following ex­
trae i is a striking instance ; 1 transíate it 
frora a paper published in the memorials 
of the Royal Academy : " W e have be-
held in our times the Aurora of a brighter 
day, and just posterity wi l l learn with ad-
miration the actions of a sovereign who 
has made the city rise more flourishing 
from its ashes, created public credit, and 
destroyed the prejudice which had suh-
jected us to a nation well acquainted with 
its own interests, which, under the specious 
semhlance of proteciion, has reduced us 
to he, as it were, the colonists of aforeign 
metrópol i s ." 

A dignified churchman, the Conego da 
Cruz, founded a silk manufactory at So­
bral, an ill-chosen situation, being a day^ 
journey from any water conveyance. His 
great difficulty was to keep the workmen 
there, who regretted the amusements and 
vices of the metrópolis: with this view 
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lie provided plays for them, and, so fully 
possessed by the spirit of commerce was 
íhe patriotic ecclesiastic, that he even 
established a colony of prostitutes, from 
Lisbon, at Sobral: the attempt failed, and 
the expensive buildings that he erecíed 
are now in ruins. 

These premature attempts cannot be 
expected to succeed. A measure has been 
adopted since my residen ce here which 
•will render the most essential ser vice to 
Portugal; the edict is now printing 
•which declares Lisbon a free port; and 
when peace shall be restored to Europe, 
the beneficial effecís raust follow which 
were pointed out by the most enlightened 
of her statesmen. 

I am now preparing for my reíurn : I 
am eager to be again in England, but 
my heart wil l be very heavy when 1 look 
back upon Lisbon for íhe last time. 

• 



APPENDIX. 

ON T H E 

S T A T E O F P O R T U G A L . 

Abridged from a M S . Paper wriíten hy D . Luiz 
da Cunhafformerly Amhassador from the Court 
f>f Lishon, at London and at the Hague, and 
one qf the Pleniputentiaries at the Congress of 
Utrecht. 

THE advantages -which Spain possess 
over Portugal consist i n , 

Ist. The Bourbon connection. 
2d. Extent of territory. 
Sd. Consequent superiority of popu» 

lation. 
4th. O f forces b j sea and land. 
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5th. And of wealth foreign and domes-
tic ; for tbe Spanish scttlcments are most 
productive: and, as one province in Spain 
produces wliat another wants, Hiere is 
always an mternal market; tbe Spaniards 
likewise wear the manufactures of their 
own country; wbereas the Portugueze 
follow all foreign fashions, and prefer any 
foreign manufactures to their own. 

In their government, ianguage, courage, 
honesty, love of their country, loyalty, 
and laziness, tliey are alike. 

On the first of these advantages (now 
no longer existing) he observes, that i f 
the Prince of Asturias should leave no 
issue, and the infant Don Carlos, K i n g of 
the two Sicilies, should attempt to reign in 
Spain, without surrendering those two 
crowns to his brother, the infant Don 
Phil ip, a c ivi l war migbt be the consc-
quence, from whence Portugal could de­
rive great advantages; or i f Phil ip V . 
should have no dcscendants, and his 
majesty suecced: neither of which pos-
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sible cases must \ve wish to happen, be-
cause such wishes are contrary to re­
ligión. 

As to the extent of territory, y/e must 
not complain against Omniscience for so 
unequally dividing the península. Where 
man fancies deformity God beholds the 
beauly of aptitude. The Creator might 
have made the world one level surface 
without the inequalities of vales and 
mountains that apparently deform i t ; but 
the valí ios are fertile when thesun scorches 
the mountains, and the mountains affbrd 
refuge and food when the vallies are in-
undated. To rernedy this inferiority, the 
Kings of Portugal have extended their do-
minions in other parts of the world. 

Pedro, at the end of the last century, 
found it prudent to treat with L o u i s X l V , 
and Phi l ip V . but as bis object was to 
increase his dominions, he broke the 
treaty, and leagued with their enemies, 
the two maritime povvers, on condition 
that he should have Badajox, Albuqucr-
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que, Valen^a, and Alcantra in Estrema-
dura, and Guarda, Tuy , Bayona, and 
Vigo, with their dependencies, in Ga l l i c i a ; 
the Rio de Prata and Viente were to be 
tlie American boundaries. M y sori, I wi l l 
not enter into the question •whether this 
manifest breach of a former treaty can be 
justified on the principies of good faith, 
which princes ought to esteem as the main 
spring of all their actions. This was the 
answer I made when the king did me the 
favour to ask me i f he could in conscience 
and honour depart from the treaty he had 
made with France and Spain. I took the 
liberty to reply, that his majesty had 
an anterior and natural alliance with his 
own subjects, which obliged him to main-
tain them in peace and security : his treaty 
with the two courts was posterior and 
civil; therefore, as his majesty had con. 
ceived in bis own deep consideration, he 
could not keep the first contract without 
violating the second. It followed, there­
fore, that his majesty from greater rao-

4 
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tives, could and ought to break his en-
gagement in consequence of those circum-
stances which authors mention in treating 
upon tliis delicate matter. But as his 
majesty did not question me concerning 
the consequence, that of confederating 
himself •wiíh the enemies of his former 
allies to make war against them, I did not 
touch upon i t ; and, to say the truth on 
this subject, I should have felt myself 
very much embarrassed. Indeed, princes 
ought to have a greater portion of 
christianity than individuáis, that they 
may mutually paxdon the injuries they 
mutually comrait, for they are ever re-
proaching each other with breach of faith, 
attended with the most aggravating and 
odious circumstances; but the evil is, 
they never possess this spirit of charity, 
except when it serves their own interests. 

The third disadvantage of Portugal 
(inferiority of population), can never be 
so reraedied as to equalize the powers of 
the two countries. Great part of Portu-
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gal is mountainous, consequeníly barren 
and thinly peopled: it is tberefore neces-
sary to search for some expedient, tliat 
this superiority which Spain cnjoys may 
not be so excessive. 1 know that what 
I am about to say might appear violent, 
i f I were not addressing myself to per-
sons who have conquered the prejudices 
to which they were born, and those su-
perstitious principies which our ecclesi-
astics so zealously incúlcate; but as it is 
not easy to subdue these, I know my 
antidote wi l l be thought poison, and the 
evil wi l l remain without a reraedy. 
This , however, shall not prevent me 
frorn considering what raeans ought to be 
taken against the abuses which disgrace 
religión and ruin the kingdom. Do rae, 
however, the justice to believe that my 
sentiments are orthodox, and that, were 
it not on this account, Spain would not 
possess so vast a superiority in population. 

The blood of our country is drained 
at every vein. Men are the real mines of 
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a staíe, that continually produce, yet 
never are exbausted. But what. mcn, 
my son ? Men who cultivate the earíb, 
that but for them woul.i be barren : 
men who labour that they niay livc and 
multiply : men who serve the prince and 
the republic by land and by sea, in the 
oíSces of commerce. 

The principal, mosí excessive, and con-
stant bleeding íhat Portugal suííers, is by 
the great number of cosiveuís of all orders, 
of monks and nuns esíablished o ver all 
the provinces, and in all the íowns of this 
kingdom, multiplying the mouths that 
eat, but not the hands that labour, and 
living at the cost of those, who, thaí they 
may support themseíves, and pay the tri­
butes iniposed upon thera, must plough, 
and sow, and reap what God lias given 
them, with the sweatof theirbrows. The 
natural indolence of the Portugueze in-
creases the abuse; they can procure food 
by their profession, without the trouble of 
labouring for it, and without performiii¿f 

V O L . I I . M 
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the dutíes of citizens. I sliall nevcr forgct 
•vvhat I once heard from a Doraínícan — 
A saddler threatened ío make his son a 
Dominlcan, i f he did not make betíer 
saddles, " a n d th i s , " said he, " w i l l be 
worsc for yon . " Thus it is that we have 
so many friars, Nyho instead of edifying, 
scandalize. 

This whole fraferniíy is divided into 
two classes; the one with lands, the other 
without; the one l iving on its property, 
tlie other preying on the pnbl ic : but boíh 
are prejudicial to the kingdom. For the 
first class,—of what use ío the staíe are so 
many fat Benedicíines, and so many 
proud Augustines, who live Ln their con-
vents eating and drinking, except when 
théy disturb the peace with their pecu-
liarities, and send large sums o f money to 
Rorae ? 

The Corregidor do Crime coraplained 
to John I V . that the Austin Friars of St. 
\ iucent's were so inflamad by party rage 
in eleaíñg a président, that they would 
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probably raunler one anotlier unless tlie 
king intcrfered. The king led bim ío 
the aparíraent wlicre liis haritíng spears 
were kept : éí Take these to tlie friars," 
said lie, <c and let íhem do what they 
picase with them." 

These orders are íor> r ich. It was thc 
riches of the clmrch that terapíed l ícnry 
Y Í H . of England to make his detestable 
attack upon it, and hebribed his assistanís 
•with the spoils. The church ought se-
rionsly to consider that its Avealth may 
one day be its destrucíion. 

The nunneries are equaliy prejudicial 
to the state. Womcn are torced thcrc 
when their parents canaot aílbrd to dower 
them suitably to their rank, lest they 
should marry according to their own in-
clinations. 

I well know ^hat the monastic life is 
the most perfect, but the king ought not 
on this account to bate his domínions de-
populated, ñor to wink at abuses. These 
friars avail themselves of the ignorancc of 
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the people, to palm a thousand imposi-
tions upon them. I rcmember a religious 
society was establislied at Lisbon, calling 
tbemselves the Order of Divine Provi-
dcnce :* I called tbera the Order of Human 
Industry: for these religious nmde the 
women believe that St. Caetano would 
assist them in every illness, i f tliey could 
cut oíF their hair as an offering to him.— 
Soon afterwards they kept a barber in the 
chapel, and got many a good testoonf by 
the business. 

* The order of Divine Providence are so called be-
eanse they have no revenues, and «ever go out to beg, 
but remain in their convent to receive such donations 
as may be voluntarily proffej-ed, trusting thus to the 
Divine Providence for their snpport. If they are in 
danger of starving, they toll the bell for assistance, and 
supplies pour in. But they hold out to the last ex-
tremity, and have seldom been reduced to this expedi-
ént. A t present the order consists of a very few monks. 

t The Portugueze money is computed by Reis, an 
imaginary coin. 

The Vintera - - ¡s 20 Reis 
The Testoon, or Tostaon - 400 
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In the colonies where men are more 
wanted, tbe evil is, i f possible, still more 
nuraerous. I remember K i n g Pedro sent 
to consult the Procurador do Coroa, 
Manoel Lopes de Oliveira, on the pro-
priety of licensing a convent in Babia, for 
wliich application had been made. l i e 
replied, that instead of founding new con­
venís it was proper to destroy those already 
established: but the Procurador remon-
strated in vain, and instead of one con­
vent lea ve was given to found five. 

Thus it is in B r a z i l ; but it is worse in 
Goa. W h e i i my grandfather, who was 
vcry r ich, died there, bis widow made ber 
two daughíers take tbe veil, spent tbeir 
portions in re-buikling the convent, and 
at last enícred it berself. Now i f these 

The Cruzado - - - 460 Reis 
Tbe Cruzado Novo - - 480 
The Moidore, or Moeda de 

orn o 4800 
The Six and thirty, or Meia 

Dobra de ouro - - C400 
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women, dowered as thcy were, liad marricd 
two Fidalgos, tlieir children miglit Iiave 
done honour to Goa, and scrved their 
country as tlieir grandfallier did, wliowas 
íwiee govcrnor of India. At present the 
king is animally nccessiíated 1o send snp-
plies of men ío Ibe colonies, wliom ihe 
fiiars lay hoid of, and iell them that it is 
íheir duty fo quit the service of ibeir king 
for íhat of fheir God. 

Ye t wliat matters it wltcther or no con­
venís are nmltiplicd in Brazil , i í íliey send 
tbeir children ío be profcs.scd ai í>isbon ? 
] knew a verj rich Braziiinn of Bal i ia , 
who sení six danghíers, each poitioned 
with six íliousand cruzados, ío íhe con-
rent of Esperanza, becausc lone buí per-
sons of íhe íirst rank were admiííed íhere. 
Such is íhe pride íhey mingle wil l i íheir 
snpersíiíion, and such íhe injury íliey do 
to íhe repnblic. 

So ranch for íhe íirsí class. O f íhe 
mendicanís the most munerous is íhe 
Serafic, or Franciscan ordcr, dividcd inío 
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as mnny specics as 'pleascd tlie fancíes of 
thc founders. These men lay tlie people 
uncler contribution in the ñame of alins ; 
they tell them it is more a duíy to give 
alms to them, tlian to pay the taxes of tlie 
sovereign ; and tliey absolve those who 
defraud the reverme without cnjoying res-
titution. . The principie of these reiigious 
is truly admirable ; they say thatbecause 
they have renounced all possessions they 
arebecome part of thekingdom of Christ: 
therefore they are lords of the whole earth, 
and therefore the whole world ought to 
pay tribute to them, " N i h i l habentes et 
omnia possidentes."—" Having notliing, 
yct possessing all things." But the vow 
of poverty is as little understood as the 
giving of alms, which ought to be dis-
tributed only among those who are in-
capable of supportiug them sel ves. In the 
French monastery of L a Trappe, the re­
iigious work with their bodies lest in-
dolcnce should debaueh their mind, and 
thus they labour manually while em-

M 4 
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ploylng their spirifs in praycr, insíead of 
wandering about the couníry to íake that 
bread from the labourcr which his children 
want. I should be rcconcüod to this 
order, i f thcy did not minglc their practice 
with so rauch supersíiíious devotion. 

And now that I am speaking of the 
superstitions thcsc rnen incúlcate for their 
own interests, 1 wiíl íeil you an anecdote 
woríhy of remembrance, of which I be-
lieve myself to be the only living testí-
mony.—John I V . had, as you know, a 
natural daughter, whorn ai four years oíd 
he placed in a convení of Carmclites at 
Carnide, from w henee slie took her ñame 
of Señora Donna María de Carnide. She 
was so well dowered that the Duke of 
Cadaval wished to marry her; but this 
did not íake place. 

K i n g Pedro allowed her annuany four 
thousand cruzados; half she disíribuícd 
among the religious, and wiíh the other 
half supportcd serva nts of bolh sexes 
•who attended her without, for the friars 
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would nol suíFer any professed assísíant 
to eater the con veri l , 

í í happcued íhat Donna María fell i l l , 
and hcr physicians preseribed thc * Cal ­
das, the Baths. K i n g Pedro did my 
ñ'íher and motherthe honour to give them 
the management of her household ; she 
was now treated as a princess, and no 
sooner saw the world than she began to 
love its pleasures. She was, however, 
always obedient to her confessor, a good 
Carmelite, who suffered hertogo nowhere 
/without first obtaining his permission.— 
íler health improved at the Caldas, yet so 
gradually that it was necessary to repeat 
íhe vtsit theíwo succeeding years. She now 
mingled more with the world, and lived 
wiíh a different race of beings from monks 
aiid nuns; but the king began to be scru-
pulous oí thus departing from thc wül of 

* Caldas da Kainha, or the Queen's líatlis, are 
about sixty miles l i o m Lisbon. D r . Wit&ering lias 
vrnttea a treatise on the waters, wliich has becn pub-
Vvshed at L^bon, with a Portngeuzc transíation. 
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his father, and lie proposed licrto bccome 
Comendadeira of tlic Roy al Convcnt dos 
Santos, where she would be trcated by the 
sisters with the rcspect due to hcr rank, 
and where my father should continué to 
govern her household. Donna María 
consulted her then confessor, for the former 
one was dead; and he íinding that her 
inclination led her ío chango her residencc, 
and that their convent would lose, not 
only what she annually gave íhem, but 
likewise all the benefits they expectod 
from her professing thcre, told her, that 
lo indulge such an intention would make 
the damnaíion of her soul certain. The 
poor lady, desirous on the one Irand to 
íive as a prineess, and on the other terriíied 
at the gates of hell which her confessor 
liad opened on her, fell into a deep mc-
lancholy, and began to say tliaí she was 
already condenoned? and that shedespaired 
of salvation. The friars said she was 
possessed of an evil spirií, and exorcised 
her according to the rites of the church ; 
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tlie king-, however, sent Dr. Andre Rcr-
mim io hor. I do not remember liovv 
long she íived ÍM lilis síate, but slie died 
before it was decided wlicílier shc was 
melancboly or possessed. Tl i is I can say 
witli ali íruíli, tliai I have frequentlj ac-
companied my mother wíien the Señora 
sent for her to d iñe ; tliere was then no 
appearance of tiiis disorder, her mclan-
choly left her wlienever my motlier liad 
íhe honour of heing with lier, but it re-
(urned the moment slie saw lier confessory 
and íherefore she used to cry out that she 
did not want to confess. Such are the 
horrible eííects of interested superstition. 

The religious of the present day diífer 
from the early inouks in uniting llie rao-
nastic and sacerdotal characters, which al 
once destroys the order of the hierarclij 
and the tranquillity of the cloister : they 
are thus neither monks ñor priests, and 
ihis eqnivocal statc prescnts different mo­
tives for raaking the same vows. The 
ancient monks dwelt in dcscrts, and 
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courted solitude ; now thcy Uve in ciíies, 
and cven make tlie vow of seclusion as aa 
opportunity for entering ílie world. True 
ií is thatwe havesomeconvents in deserts, 
but tbese are froquented b j Romerías, and 
tlie same reiaxation of discipline takes 
place. The ancient monks were under 
1 he jurisdiction of a bishop, and receivcd 
ñ o m him the sacramení, and a disíribution 
of alms when thcy were in want. Now, 
not contení with adtninislering the sacra-
raent toeach other, íhey even communicate 
it to the peop'e,, which is the o Hice of the 
Cate. It is true the pope has approvcd 
of íliis unión of the clerical and monastic 
characíers; when the priest caimoí per-
form all the necessary duties. himself, he 
raay then with propriely cali in the assist» 
aíice of the friars, 

From the íhird diíierence, a fouríli 
arises. They no longer obey the juris­
diction of the bishops, in whose moutli 
Jesús Christ has placed the gospel. I£ 
íbey wisli to elude an ecclesiastical law?, 
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th&y apply to tlie king, and cali tliem-
sclvcs his subjecís, and demand liis pro-
tcclion. I f the arra of secular justice be 
extended against íliem, tbey then appeal 
to the pope, as ecclcsiastics. The Pro­
curador Manoel Lopes de ÜUveira once 
said, that as tlieir inclinaíions or interests 
required, tliey someíimes raade a pope of 
the king, and sometimes a king of the 
pope. These are but a few of the circura-
síances which make the monks of tbe pre-
sent day so diíFerent from the ancient 
monks; and which íill the convents with 
men who ought to labour and cultívate 
the earth, instead of irnpoverishing the 
people by exacting alms. It was not thus 
that Christ and his apostles preached and 
practised. 

As you can easily know the exact 
immber of monks and nuns, I w i l l say, 
that i f only a third parí of them wcre 
married, they might, in two ages, people 
a country as large as Portugal and her 
colonieg. One way of checking the pro-
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gross of ílns evil would be, by forbidding 
the convenís to admit more than their sta-
tuíes express; for at present tliey receive 
as many as they can support. A convent, 
founded for tweníy religious, Üiat has 
tliiríy now, should not be permhted to re-
place ten wben they died. This regula-
tion is wanted more particularly v/iih. re-
gard to nunneries, where the sisters bring 
portions with them. N o pesson shonld 
profess before the age of twenty-íive, that 
they may well consider the nature of tho 
vows they take. The council of Trent 
permits profession at the age of fiffcen : 
bnt, as the sacrcd scriptures say noíliing 
of eiíher monks or nuns, his majesíy v/ill 
be justified in represeníing to bis holiness, 
the abuses occasioned by allowing them 
to raake their vows at so early an age. 

These two remedies are only palliaíives 
of the e v i l ; yeí, i f they Were adopíed, 
the evil would not increase so rapidly, ñor 
would the church be disgraced by so many 
who are unable to keep their vows. 
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The priesís nre as prejudicial ío íhc 
síatc by their celibacy as tlie monks.— 
If the single Ufe be tbe most pcrícct, 
surely tbere is sanctity cnough in the 
evangelical characíer alone to rendcr it 
snfficiently respcctablc. Many oí" our 
clcrgy know only enongh to repeat the 
inass which they cannot undersíand, and 
this they do instead of marrying and 
working at the plough to support tlieir 
wives and children. To check this evil a 
strict examination, bolh as to their learn-
ing and lives should be instituted, no man 
ordained whose paírimony is not suílicient 
to snpport hira, and the nurnber of priests 
limitcd to a due proportion of the po­
pula tion. 

1 do not think the pope "svould interfcre 
in this proposcd refonn, ñor onght he, for 
ecclesiastical establish raents being intendcd 
to do good, must not be perveríed ío the 
jnjury of íhe síaíe, and be madc a cover 
for vice and cnorraitics. 
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Talldng wiih Cardinal Alberoní in tlie 
Escurial one daj , he said to me, in sírong 
térras, that he did not know wl i j kings 
should wish to have any of thcir subjects 
inadc cardinals, u for ray part," added 
he, u i care liííle whether or no his 
Catholic Majesfy be disgusíed wiíh my 
services ; in that case I should depart for 
Rome, and he could do me no injury."— 
This event really happened but a few 
days aftcrwards, and as he deparícd 
he said to me wiíh phlegm enough, 
" Exemplumenim dedi vobis. Vous etes 
dans la carricre, tachez en de la finir sans 
altendre une sembiable caíastrophe." I 
have given you an example, you are in 
the sanie career, take heed how you íinísh 
it without meeting a similar catastrophe. 

The closing of (bis vein, more danger-
ous becausc it is kept open by the physi-
cians, would remedy the second evil, the 
succours nccessary for the colonies, for it 

remo ve the cause. 
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The third cause of depopnlation is still 
more dangerous. Tli is bleeding is more 
dreadful becanse llie I loly Office is the 
biccder, fot fear of which men are daily 
emigrating with all their properíy fibra 
Portugal, to enrich other countries. 

The breach betwpen the emperor and 
the popes opened a door to heresy, and 
the Albigenses of Languedoc started up, 
"who denied the sacred raysíeries, and re-
belled against the authorlty of thechurch. 
Innocent III . sent St. Dominio to preach 
to them, but so far was he from convertíng 
thcm, thatlhey increascd still more rapid-
l y , and the pope ordeied his missionaries 
to proclaim a crusade against them, and 
granted indulgencies to all who should 
engage in the extirpaíion of this heresy, a 
species of Manicheism, condemned in the 
Lateran Councii in the year 1180. R a i -
mond, Count of Thoulouse, however took 
up arras in their defence, and this war, 
which because it was religious, was more 
bloody and fcrocious than any other. 
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lasíed t i l l 1229. The Albigenses, wlio 
escapee!, took refuge among the Vaudois, 
and their poslerity became the disciplesof 
JZiiinglius and Calvin. 

But the pope, finding that notwith-
síanding all he liad done, there were multi­
tudes who still persisted in this error, 
thought he could pursue no better plan 
than to chuse out a society of persons de-
voted to the iníerests of the church, sepa-
rated from all their relatives and friends,* 
inexorable, cruel, and inflexible, with-
out pity or corapassion, who should be 
called ínquisadore-j da Fe, Inquisitors of 
Faith. These qualities were found in the 
newly-instituted orders of St. Dominic and 
St. Francis, who checrfully undertook the 
business, and even exceeded the expecta-
tions of the pope. W h o knows not the 
effecís that followed—the thousands of 
Moriscoes burnt in Spain—the massacre 
of St. Bartholomew's day, and the hor* 

* Litevally from the original, « Encxoravies crucls 
« inflexevies sera piedade nem comisera^aon.'' 
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rors of tlie revocalion of tlie edict of 
Nantz. 

Tantum Reügio potuit suadere nialontm. 

Jolni I I I . csíablislied the íiiquisiíion in 
Portugal. The mcmbcrs persuadcd tbe 
nobílity that it was an bonourable tlúng ío 
bccome Familiars : that they would ac-
quire honour by separating sons and 
daughters from their parents, by tearing 
away avives from the arms of their hus-
bands, and by conducting tlie condemned 
prisoners to the flames ! The betfer to se-
cure respect, they punished or suspected 
ají persons vího injured an3r of their mem-
bers, all who resisted their orders, all who 
disturbed the exercise of tliem, all who di -
vulged their secreís, and even al l who 
murmured against their proccedings. They 
conderan apon such pretexts, that every 
man livcs in a state of continual apprc-
liension ; they have nnder their cog-
nizancc al l persons accuscd of withcrafí. 
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blasphemy, polygamy, & c . and they hav« 
tbe inspection of all books. 

Tribunals for particular crimes must 
always be prejudicial ío the state, because 
they seek for crimes that they may neither 
want employment or profit. God forbid 
that youshould find in measinglethought 
against the Holy Office as to what regards 
heretics anddogmatists. Therc is nothing 
that could so well defend us from innova-
tors of opinión and founders of new sects, 
for the genius of the Portugueze is neither 
less strong, less acutc, less ardent, or less 
addicted to speculation than that of other 
nations, with respect to corrupting the sa-
cred scriptures, and perverting the doc­
trines of the fathers. Above a l l , any 
sect that should authorize sensuality would 
make a rapid progress amongst us, for to 
this vice * the climate contributes, and it 

* Sensuality is certainly the vice of the Portugueze. 
The debauched imageiy of Cainoens, his island of love, 
and Venus the protector of Gama, prove that they pique 
themselves on their debaucheries of this kind. When 
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is ordinarlly carried on under ihe cloak of 
hypocrlsy, to which we are infinitely in­
d i ned. 

When sfudying at Coirnbra, you must 
have heard of Padre Manoel de Carvalho, 
wlio had a seminary in the province of 
Beira for educating the daugliters of the 
nobilify, and who was spoken of as a per-
son of singular virtue, and a man of God . 
Don John de Mello, the bishop of Coirn­
bra, sént to inquire concerning him ío the 
ministers and religious in the neighbour-
hood, and they all atíested that l ie was 
really a holy man, and such as the world 

the ships which conducted to Portugal the wife of 
John ótli, Donna María Anna, the daughter of the 
emperor Leopold, pnt into and weredetained at Ports-
mouth hy stress of weather, the bilis contracted by her 
snite, in order to be discharged were first to be en-
dorsed by the ministers of the tvvo courts of Vienna 
and Lisbon, then in London. Among these bilis one 
was presented to Don Luis da Cnnha for liqnors, which 
he refcrred to his colleagne the Germán, Had it been 
for women, ¡says he, I should have taken it upon myself, 
and placed it exclusively to the account of the Portu 
gueze. 
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believcd liim : but whenwe least expectod 
it we hcard he was in tlie dungeons of tlie 
ínqaisition, and at the Auto da Fe his 
crirnes were made public. Tliey were of 
thcmostrefinedand abominable * quietism. 
He liad debauclied all his pupils, and 
even the prioress, wbose infant he liad 
murdcred and buried, and what is worse, 
he had commnnicated his principies 
cbieíly among the confessors and reli-
gíous. 

This and many other similar cases prove 
that bishops are not good overseers, and 
that tbe inquisition is necessary to preserve 
Portugal from the variety of sects so nu-
merous in those other conntries, that are 
aíRicted with men zoho ialce the liberti/ ta 
read and wriíe, and debate, and print 
whatever their rash or vitiated jndgments 
raay suggest. 

Judaisra however shonld be subject only 
to the secular laws, and the invidtous title 
of New Christians ought to be abolished, 

* Quictista. 
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I f this cannot be done, let the witnesses be 
obliged to give tlieir own ñames, and to 
ñame íbehour and the place where the act 
of Judaizing' was committed, tliea let 
the accused excúlpate himself i f he can. 

T h e j who deíend tlie secrecy of ex-
araination observed by the holy office, ap-
pear to me to have seen oníy that part of 
the instiíutes that commands testiraony to 
be givcn in secret, on account of the dan-
ger of assassination to which the witnesses 
woiild otherwise be exposed: b u t í h e same 
staíutes say, íi the inquisitors shall pro-
ceed with great caution and care to disco-
cover i f the aecusation be true or false, 
and so that they do not deprive the ac­
cused of those means of defence which 
natural ngí í t demands,* which right no 
power, cither human or divine, can take 
away, because it is divine itself." But 
what danger does the cobler run who ac­
enses the blacksmitli ? And it is rarely 

* Que nem o bamano nem o Divino po<Jem derogar, 
porque elle mcsiiio he Divino; 
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tliat persons of higher rank are indícted, 
unless sometimes a phjsician or an advo-
caie. 

But ílie inquisitors hold another princi­
pie, from which and tlieir consequenl prac-
tice, many innocent persons must ncces-
sarily suiier. They sayjt is better tliat many 
Catliolics and good Christians shouid pe-
rish, than that one heretic or Jew escape ; 
for thedeath of a good Catholic is nothing 
more than the securing bis salvation, 
whereas great nümbers niay be perverted 
by the life of one heretic or Jew. 

The consolalion which the-inquisitioti 
gives to those wlio have sufFered innno-
cently is admirable. It ordains that no 
person shall say he was condemned Av i tb -

out reason, or coraplain of the judgcs, or 
of the holy institution j bnt instead of 
complaining of being unjustly pnnished, 
he must rejoice that he has suflercd for 
righteousncss sake. 

The great argument which the inquisi­
tors use to justify their practice, is, that as 
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secírecy is observed in human crimes of 
leze-majesty, how much more reason is 
there for observing it in leze-majesíy 
against God ! but íhe security of the 
state is interested in the Ufe of the prince. 
Now, the greatest crime that ever could be 
committed against God was that of A d a m ; 
jet, notAvithstanding God was the Judge 
as wcll as the offended paríy, and íhere-
fore noeded no proof on which to condemn 
him, he heard what the culprit could say 
in his own defencej who, as i f accusing 
his Judge pleaded, " the woraan whora 
thou gavest to be with rae, she gave me 
of the tree, and I d id eat." Upon this 
the woman was confronted with the ser-
pent, and íhe Supremo Judge having 
made this notable process in alldue forras, 
pronounced sentence, and condemned 
Adam and all his posterity : but God d id 
not deprivc him of temporal life, because 
he had ñora all eternity resolved to people 
íhe world ; whereas the Inquisition, by 
their proceedings, assist in depopulating 

Y O L . i r . N 



Portugal, for they condemn those who are 
called Jetas to the punishment of dealh, 
as relapsed; and i f any remain in the 
kingdom and profess tlie true faith, they 
goon multiplyíng the ñame of New Chris-* 
tians. 

I say those z&ho are called Jews, for in 
reality they are not so, because they want 
the distinguishing mark. None of those 
who liave appeared at the Autos da Fe are 
acquainted with the written law, hut have 
folio wed a few traditions and a lew of their 
own inventions. They are not therefore 
to be accounted Jews ; but the inquisition 
makes Hcbrew extraction a great proof of 
the crime. I have heard that Paulo 
Affonzo de Albuquerque (my school-fellow 
and friend, but as ignorant a man as it is 
possible to be) used to say after he became 
promotor of the holy office, that i f oíd 
Christians were aecused of Judaism, there 
might be some doubt enteríained, but of the 
theguiltof New Christians there could be 
no doubt at all ; and 1 say, it is by no 

• 
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íheans conformable to the principies of 
Christianity that the promotor and judges 
should sit down to pass sentence on the ac-
cused when possessed with so rash an 
idea. 

Frey Domingos de S. Tliornas, deputy of 
the holy office, used to say of the mint 
and the inquisition, that there was oue 
Jiouse in the Calzateria where they made 
moncy ; and another in the Roció, where 
they raade Jews. F i t indeed is the in-
scription over the gate of this memorable 
and dreadful tribunal at Bologna: Hc6c 
est inquisitionis tremenda Domus, This 
is the tremendous house of the inquisition. 

From al l this it follows that the inquisi­
tion multiplics Jews instead of extirpating 
thera, and that it drives from Portugal the 
people bcst adapted to sustain its com-
merce. 

One remedy would be, to put in execu* 
tion the law of banishment without indul-
gcnce. When Don Luis de Souza was at 
Rome, his holiness said to him, " W h a t 

N 2 
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do you wish to do with this poor unfortu-
nate people ? I f your king does not chuse 
to have them in his dominions, let him 
banish all who prevarícate, and by 
little and little they wi l l be thus ex-
tinguished." 

Another is, that the property of the ac-
cused shoüld descend to bis legal heirs, for 
of those who fly the kingdora more are 
driven by the fear of leaving their children 
beggars, than by the danger of their own 
deaths. John I V . intended to remedy this3 
andtoldthe inquisition who opposed him3 
that he wished to punish the guilty, not to 
destroy those bouses of business which 
were the nerves of the state ; but this use-
ful resolution was repaid by the excommu-
nication which the holy office rashly de-
manded of the pope against the king, and 
which he as rashly granted. 

Another evil resulting from this, is, that 
no foreign merchants w i l l connect them-
selves with people whose property is every 
day liable to be seized by a Juiz do Fisco, 
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from wliom thcy can never expect lo re-
cover it. 

But the firstremedy should be to allow 
liberty of conscience to the Jews. A con-
tract should be made as in Rome, allowing 
the Jews to practise their own ritual, but 
obliging them to hear a sermón every 
Sunday. I f any one after being con verted 
by these sermons should relapse, let h im then 
be burnt; thus would there be only Jews 
and Christians in Portugal, the invidious 
distinction of New Christians would be 
abolished, and the disgrace removed which 
a l l Portugueze suffer on their travels, of 
being looked upon as Jews. 

There should be a law that all who 
could prove their ancestors for four gene-
rations notto have apostatized, should be 
deemed oíd Christians, and be made eligi-
ble to al l offices; but these remedies 
would meet with unsurmountable oppo. 
sitien from the inquisitors, familiars, friars, 
and priests, and iudeed from the whole 

N 3 
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hody of the people, who are equally ig -
norant and supersíitious. 

Liberty of conscience should begraníed 
to all foreign Jews. From this however 
the Germán Jews should be excepted, for 
they are descended frora the execrable 
rabble who escaped from the desíruction 
of Jenisalem, and are moreover grcat 
usurers. Many eníerprising merchants 
would seííie in this country i f they could 
enjoy the free exercise of their religión, 
exempt from the power of the holy office: 
tlms would Portugal receive an incrcase 
of useful citizens whose spcculative in-
dustry might restore hcr commerce. 

Whatever has been said of the des-
trucíive eíFecís produced by the inquisition 
in Portugal, wi l l equally apply to the 
colonies. The harmless Indians, a poor 
peaceable persecuíed race, are hunted 
there with the same merciless severity, 
and the same depopulation follows. 

But to all these projected plans of re-
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form the cducation of our king presents 
the greategt obstacle. From liis preceptor, 
the present Inquisitor General, lie has 
learnt the savage spirit of bigotry, and 
there is no festival which the king fre-
quents with such delight as the execution 
of a miserable Jew. Such were the sen-
timents that ruined Sebastian, and with 
him ruined Portugal. He too had been 
taught that it was his duty to propágate 
Christianitj by fire and sword ; inflamed 
with this belief he invaded Africa, and 
perished with the flower of his kingdora 
in the mad crusade; for theblood wasled 
on that day his Jesuit tutor raust be au-
swerable at the throne of God. 

I well know that for saying these things 
I shall be deerned irreligious, porque^ 
<í stultorum numerus est infinitus" be-
cause the nuraber of fools is infinite. Be 
that as it may, in saying these things I 
am discharging my duíy , and yon know 
that my opinions are orthodox. 

Our inferiority of forces would be re-
N 4 
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medied hy forraing allianccs with such 
po-wers as are able and willing to assist us, 
and by the crabodjing a militia. Our 
deficiency in raoney rcquires more con-
sideraíion. 

Is it beííer that the staíe be poor or the 
people ? The alternaíive is not inevitable. 
Tlie high orders should not be exempt 
from the payment of taxes: is it not at 
once absurd and oppressive that tho«e 
ranks who can best affcrd ío pay, are 
privileged to pay noíhing, and that those 
people ^ho with difficulty can support 
theraselres should likewise be obliged to 
support the staíe ? It were well too that 
luxury should be restrained, and to res-
train luxury example wi l l be of more 
avail than positivo laws. W h c n Peter 
the Great was in Franco, the Marquis de 
Nele appeared before him every day in a 
new dress; " surely/ ' said the Czar to 
h im, u y our tailor raust be a verj bad 
oae that he can never íit yom !" 

John I V . uniformly airaed at maldn^ 
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luxury unñisbionable. Seeing Ihe am-
bassador to London in an English liat 
one day, lie inquired liow mucli it cost 5 
and liearing two pounds English money, 
he replied, " íake care of >iL fox I can 
purchase four Iiats in Portugal for Ihat 
sum." Henever suíFered liis hair to grow. 
to avoid the expence of liaving it dressed j 
this of course became the fashion. M y 
iincle, the Conde V i l l a Flor , did not cut 
oíF his, and this singularity was remarked 
ío his majesty, and construed into a 
syrnpíom of disaíFection.—" Nay, nay," 
answered John, u his hair ought to be 
privileged, for it grew amid battles; he 
was a soldier before I was a k i n g . " 

One day when my father was walkíng 
with his majesty, a negro asked charity 
of them : the king gave him two tesíoonSj 
and inquired how raany pounds o f meaí 
íhat money would purchase. The negro 
íold him he did not know, for the buícher 
cut it by the eye; and the king liad the 
butcher punished for not selling legally 

Tí 5 
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by weight. A Juiz de Fora presentcd 
M m a memorial one day, which he put 
in his breeches pocket without reading i t ; 
the minister obserred, that his majesty 
would probably forget the memorial when 
he changed his breeches. " Never fear 
that," said the king, " for the devil take 
me if I have another pair in the world !" 

A law* is very much wanted ío resírict 
the number of mu les in a carriage to a 
pair ; for envy or emulation tempt people 
to vie with each other in the number tliey 
drive; their mode of l iving in other res-
pects must be answerable to the appearance 
of their equipage, thus do they live be-
yond their means of support, and conti-
nually involve themselves in debt. 

Religious luxury too is an evil which 
requires to be checked by sumptuary 
laws. Vast sums are annually expended, 
by the emulation of difFerent brotherhoods, 

* This law has since been enart ^d, and except the 
i-oyal fomily and foreign ministers, no person is 
aüowed to drive more than two beasts. 
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in omamenting their churclies. Proceg-
sions too, and bull-fights, and Romerias, 
customs that can be productive of no 
good, and which afíbrd opportunities for 
infinite evil , ought to be suppressed. 

Sucli is the number of Saints-day, and 
other holidays, that onr peasantry and 
people are allowed to labour only a third 
part of the year. Indeed, in their mode 
of worship the Protestant countries have 
considerably the advantage, Their church 
service is celebrated twice on the sabbath-
day, and the minister expounds the scrip-
tures to his congregation in a sermón, 
with running into violent hyperboles, or 
wrestling the texts to support sorae fa-
vourite dogma. This service, which lasts 
nearly two hours, is heard with reverent 
attention, whereas we think one half-
hour's mass very tedíous ! On their holy 
festivals they examine their own hearts 
and take the sacrament devoutly, after 
their heretical manner, which we subrait 
to only to satisfy the forms of the church, 

N 6 
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and for fear of excommunicatíon. God 
sanctified the sabbath, and made it a day 
of rest, because on lliat seventh day lie 
rested from his labour, after having made 
this admirable universe with one " fíat.1' 
He made it for rest, not for indolence, as 
we abuse i t ; but that we sliouid praise 
his works, and by onr unfeigned love and 
devotion deserve, as far as it is possible to 
deserve, his infinite mercy. 

Pictures of rairacles should not be hung 
up in churches t i l l the fact has been very 
•well examined. The frequency of these, 
and their unimportance, íend to render 
the very foundation of our religión sus* 
pected, and they lead the ignorant into 
heavy and superstitious expences. People 
now make oíFerings to Mary the most 
puré, and to the saints, and they believe 
that these raediators wi l l intercede for 
íhem witli an earnestness proportionod to 
the valué of the oífering. But the sacri-
fice which God requires of a man is an 
humble and contrite heart, and he who 

3 
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givcs alms to the poor, and relieves llie 
necessities of bis neighbour, he oíFers the 
best offering to procure the favour of the 
saints, and of Mary the raost puré. 

Our silk manufactories ought to be res-
tored. W h e n I was in London, I saw 
a Portugueze Jew there, who liad carried 
on one of these raanufactories in the coun-
try, t i l l driven away by the inquisition ; 
the king offered him a safe conduct and 
proíection i f he would return and re-es-
tablish it, but he was too wise, í{ Credat 
Judaeus Ape l l a . " Perhaps our want of 
materials raay be alleged against this 
measure ; but this want raust be imputed 
to our own indolence. Our climate is as 
good as that of Piedmont or Valencia; 
the wines we produce prove this, and of 
course therefore the mulberry-tree would 
flourish here. But look at England and 
Holland, they raanufacture silk as vvell as 
is done at Lyons, and even fetch the raw 
materials from China. For their woollen 
cloths too they are obliged to import 
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Spanisli wool ío mixwith tbcir own : such 
is the laborious indusíry of somc, and 
such the ruinous indolencc of others. 

On this account I was always of opi­
nión that his majesty ought not to have 
revoked the prohibition npon foreign 
cloths in favour of England; but the 
principal raerchant in the vvoollen line 
was brother to Don John Methuem, the 
then Ambassador in Lisbon : and he wrote 
to his brother, desiring him to state to the 
minisíer, that the Mrines of Portugal, par-
ticularly those produced on the Quintas* 
of the nobles and Fidalgos, would have a 
great and secure sale in England, i f his 
majesty would revoke the prohibition 
upon foreign cloth, so that English cloth 
might be admitted ; for the Portugueze 
wines pay a third less duty than the 
French. 

But it was necessary to keep me silení, 
for I had always opposed such a measure; 
and as the English are accustomed to ne« 

*Country estates. 
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gotiate with money, a mocle which saves 
a grcat many arguments, he oíFered me a 
considerable sum, tbrough Manoel Már­
quez, to rcmain silent. I rejected tMs 
oíFer as I ought. I wrote him wordj 
however, that as bis majesty seemed in-
clined to take off the proliibition, he had 
chosen me to negotiate, íbr at this time 
French wines could not enter England, 
and the great desire the English had to 
£xport their cloth, made me hope for 
more advantageous terms when the par-
liament met. The treaty, however, was 
made soon afterwards. peace was esta-
blished between England and France, and 
I had no doubt that the English would 
observe their agreement with them instead 
of with us; for the French wines now 
paid one half less duty than the Portu-
gueze, instead of one third more, and of 
course i f the English preferred drinking 
French wines, they might, now they were 
cheapcst, without aífording us cause of 
complaint, as the pretext for the treaty 



280 

wlh us was tliat our wines were one tlnrcl 
clieaper : considering tliis, the viciniíy of 
France, and (he goodness, dclicacy, and 
variety of tbe French wines, it seemed 
evident to me that our raarkct was 
spoiled. 

I- do not say that hls majcsty ought to 
ha ve opposed this treaty ; but it appears 
to me that he had only stipulated to allow 
the frce entry of English cloth, not that 
he should give up his own manufactories, 
and stili less that his subjects should be 
obliged to wear English cloth. The 
English would have no cause to complain 
i f his raajesty should order his troops to 
wear the cloth of the country, particularly 
i f that cloth should be found better on 
trial than the manufacture of England. I 
myself once appearcd at Paris and L o n -
don, dressed in Portugueze cloth, and it 
was every where thought very good ; but 
this treaty prevcnted the improvement of 
our manufactures, and the ruin of the 
most enterprising directors of thera by 
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the inquisition, destroyed tliem. Even 
uow, however, i f his majesíy would wear 
the produce of the couutry, his example 
would produce a great and beneficial 
effect. In the year ITOl, a cheap cloíh 
manufactured in London, of which the 
complete suit cost only foríy shiilings, 
was made fashionable by Wi l l i a r a III . 

I raust confess when the Dutch desired 
that the prohibition upon foreign cloth 
might be revoked in their favour as well 
as in that of the English, I supported 
íheir request, though the plea of opening 
a market for our wines existed not in their 
case. I supported them because the free 
importation of cloths from HoIIand would 
lower the English price, and only the 
same qnantity of money go out of Por" 
tugal ; for though the market would be 
better stockcd, the consumption would 
still be the same. 

Y o u may perhaps say that i f we d i -
minish the sale of English goods, they 
wil l on íheir part dimitíish that of Portu» 
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advantage and the loss; the establisli-
ment of manufactures would benefit 
all Portugal and lier colonics ; the 
loss of the wine trade would hurt only the 
wine lands, and these may be converted 
inío arable iand, of which the country is 
in Avant : besides the English are so ac-
customed to our wines, -which are cheaper 
than the French, thaí they would proba-
bly still purchase thern ; and i f they did 
not, the men who now work in the vine-
yards are equally ablc to labour at the 
plough : but manufactures give bread to 
those who can work no where else. 

But it is observed that all aüempts at 
establishing manufactures raust fail, be-
cause foreigners can aíibrd to supply us 
with goods at a cheaper rate : this evil 
would be daily remedying: besides, by 
purchasiug our own commodities we keep 
the money in the kiugdom, and thus ano-
ther disadvantage under which Portugal 
íabours may be counteracted, the want of 
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troops ; íbr thc prince wlio has money can 
hire foicign troops. 

Our dcficiciicy as a naval power canuot 
so easily be supplied. W e have only our 
navy, the Brazi l ships, and a few tbat go 
to, and return, or do not return, from In­
dia : it is sailors that Portugal is in wan* 
ofj and for tliese slie possesses no nursery. 
It is more with regard to their commerce 
than to their situation that England and 
Ilolland are called mariíime powers ; this 
is assisted by their companies, and trains 
up seamen for their navy. It is an object 
of the íirst importance to restare the state 
of B raz i l ; the most eífectual mcans of ac-
complishing this •\vould be to establish a 
company, and for such an undertaking 
tbe Jews are of all persons the.most íií. 
Father Antonio Vieira, who is known and 
admired by all who have read his books 
(except indeed his last but one, which is 
full of such íanaticism as cannot be suf-
fered) proposed the forraing of an India 
Company, as a previons step to which it 
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was nececssary to repeal thc law for con-
íiscating Jewish property; this proposal 
cost him dear : the inquisition deeply re-
niembéred it, and aftcrwards seized and 
condemned him, more for this than for his 
heretical opinions. 

Such likewise was the opinión of the 
Conde Ribeira, whom God has ; a man 
experienced in business, and who had 
given thought to the snbject. The king 
recalled him from Paris, and appoiutcd 
me in his place : we raet at Orleans, and 
he communicated to me his project. 1 
íold him that it was very gootl, very use-
ful, and very necessary, but at the same 
time vast and liberal, and that was enough 
to secure it the opposition either of envy 
or, of ignorance, according to the laud­
able custom of our country, from those 
whom his majesty would consult. 

The advantages which the Dutch de­
rive from possessing the Cape of Good 
Hope are well known. W e have the 
ports of Brazil and of Mozambique, for 
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vCssels going and reíurníng, that migbt 
produce us equal advantages, but these are 
neglected ! 

Such a company ought to pay for their 
monopoly, and this tbey miglit well afford 
ío do, Andre Alvarez Nogueira, a Jew 
associated with sorae English merchants, 
p i oposcd to me once to arm a sli ip for the 
India trade : and lié offered, i f liis Portu-
gueze majesty would süffer liira to use his 
flagj tliat he miglit noí be treated as an in-
terloper, to sail with a supercargo from 
Lisbon, cali there on his return, and allow 
the king ten per cent, and i f the goods 
•were contraband, sell them elsewhere. I 
thouglit íiis proposal a good one, but it 
was rejected. 

It may be reckoned among the other 
good efíects of such a company, that 
foreigners wordd place their rnoney in i t ; 
and though it may be said that they wi l l 
fear to trust their property to a despotic 
government, and what is worse, can al-
lege the suppression of the Brazil Company, 
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liope of gain is powerful, tlie fear of con-
ting-ent danger is weak. I must, however, 
again observe, that to establish such com-í 
pañíes it wil l be absolutely necessary to 
tolérate tlie Jews. 

The encouragement of our fisheries is 
ánother object of national concern, Two 
frigaíeSj howeverj would be wanted to pro-
íect thera frorn the Barbary corsairs, and 
as íhepeople are too poor, too lazy, and too 
pusillanimous to undertake tlris, the court 
ongíit to begin it. The iinportancc of a 
nurscry forseamen can never be insisíed on 
too strongly. There are coal mines in the 
neighbonrhood of London, and yet, on 
íhis account, all the coals consumed in 
that city are brought frora Newcastle. 

But the greatest beneíit which Portugal 
could possibly receive would result from 
declaring Lisbon a free port; not in the 
strict and literal mcaning of the word, for 
it is not my wish that his majcsty should 
lose the revenues of the Custom-house f 



yet it iá truc that tliís loss might be re* 
paired, and to the advantage of tlie pub-
lie. It is the purchaser who pays the 
dutyj and it is possible to colleet the same 
revenue in a less oppressive manner. They 
who buy must barter or sell : these duties 
make the goods dearer, less therefore is 
bought, and consequently less is sold : it 
follows that the cessation of all duties 
•would be bencficial. 

Such a nicasure would render Lisbon 
the first port in the -svorld ; it is sufficient 
for a mornent to contémplate its effeets 
where it has taken place. Leghorn is not 
absolutely a free port, yet as a very trifling 
duty is laid upon cvery cargo, without re. 
gard to sizo, the facility of entering goods 
has rendered it a flourishing city. The 
duties at Vrenice have been reduced from 
fourtcen to one per cent, since the year 
1736 : and on exporís it is less than this : 
on this account it takes the Lombardy 
trade from Leghorn. The llourishing 
port of GeiMía is altogether fice. Bayona 
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ís free only for nativos, or those who marrj 
á native; foreigners, thereforcj wbo en-
gage in that trade, gcnerally reside there. 
I reraember the membcr for Bristol, in tlic 
English parliament, spoke in praise of the 
Énglish for enricliing themselves abroad, 
and tlien returning and bnying estaíes, 
and enjoying in their own country what 
ííiey liad brought from ours. Dunkirk is 
free, and ío this it owes its opulence, 
Consider what the example of these ports 
must pro ve, and think of the advantagcs 
which Lisbon possesses over all of theni. 

í t wiíl íhereforebe right for his Majesíy 
ío erect a large warehouseto receive foreiírn 
goods, in a dry situation near Belera, so 
consíructed as at any time to admit of 
such enlargement as may be necessary. 
Another must be built with more divisions 
for cargóos that are liable to spoil, such as 
all kinds of grains, as is the case at Ara . 
sterdam. The advantage whicb foreign-
ers would derive from having Lisbon a 
freeport, would excite the eraulation or 
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tíie avarico of the Portugueze, and thu» 
prod irce a mercanüle spirit. 

M . Tugere, of St Maloes (whom the 
king rcwarded with tlie order of Christ, 
for carrying tlie Conde de Erecyra io 
France, after Le had been robbcd by 
pirales, near tbe Isle of Bonrbon), ollered 
(o make a voyage of discovery i f bis 
majesly would empíoy bim. J , however, 
gave no encouragenient to bis projecí. 
Brazil is Ibe scene for disco ver ies; by 
mcans of íbe raany rivers tbat communi-
cale Avilh tbe Maragnon, we ougbt ío 
penétrate lliat iminensc connlry, a country 
j;rob;;l)!v as rich ia cocbineal aml silver 
jiiíiios HS tbr Spanisb possessions. 

l>ut 1 bave before said tbat Portugal 
nuist not be depopulated to people B r a z i l ; 
iu;;ke tbe inbabitants, íben, labour in the 
cu!(i val ion of sngar and tobáceo, instead 
oí" buryiiig (linn in tbe mines. One ship 
NVÍII bring away all tbe gold and jewels tbey 
c i i n (iig. but iiiany vcssels are nrces-

\ o L . n . o 
•• • 
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sary for the cxportatiou of tliese arlícíes 
of commerce. 

There could no i l l consequence arise 
frora suíiering strangers ío enter Brnzil . I 
remcmbcr, -vvíien I held that station at 
London, vvliich yon so worthily occupy 
at present, that four thousand persons 
carne at once from the Palat inate to mi-
grate to the English setílemcnts in Ame-
tica. Y o n kiiow the French got pcrrnis-
sion to go to the Cape of Good Hope, 
thaí tbpy might enjoy religious liberly ; 
there they planted vineyards, and raade 
íhat wine superior ío Tokay^ which is 
sold at so high a price. The Dutch 
colony of Surinam would have fallen to 
ruin had it noí been for the Jews. None 
of these yarious emigrants wish to returnto 
their own country; and thus would itbe in 
Brazil. The climate is more agreeablc, 
the soii more fertüe ; neiíher could Ihey 
depart by any vessels but ours. There they 
would settle and marry, and their children 
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l>ecomc good Portugueze and good catho-
lies, just as tlieir fathers wcre Proíestants. 

I do not say that we ought to give 
strangers llie privilege of having commer-
cial houses in Brazi l , which we refusc to 
the Englisli and Dutch, notwithstanding 
it is stipulated for in tlieir treaties. The 
privilege 1 speak of is very difíerent in its 
object; and, índeed, it is absurd to saj 
that the English have no commercial 
houses in B r a z i l ; for i f thej have them 
not openly, thej have them under the 
ñames of Portugueze who are rnerely their 
agents. W h e n I was in London J en-
deavoured to raake the English relinquish 
íhis privilege, oí 'which they made no use, 
jest the Frcnch sbould allege their exara-
pie to demand the same. The Council óf 
Commcrce would have consented, i f one 
M r . Miliner, a man who had enriched 
himself at Lisbbon, had not observed, 
that though no use was made of it now, 
Hiere might hercafter; therefore I tliink 
we had beltcr not push the matter, lest the 
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English should immediately exert a privi-
lege which we could not dcny. This wi l l 
appl j likewiso to the Duícb, who first 
made the stipulation in their treaty : thc 
English followed their examplc, raorepar-
ticularly in their marriage settleincnt of the 
princess Catharina. Onevcry account we 
ouo-ht to attend to Brazil . 

c> 

W i í h respect to the internal comrnerce 
of Portugal, the want of navigable rivers 
and consequently of canals, renders good 
roads more necessary : these should be im­
mediately made; and a revenue may well 
be raised for these by means of lotlcries 
and toníines. 

M y son, í have said these things to yon, 
confiding in your great and virtuous in-
tegrify. The píans which I have sug-
gesíed to you appear necessary to rae, <o 
render us more equal with our neighbours, 
and, I trust, i f theyaccord Vvith your scn-
tirnenfp.. that yon m i l attempt to execute 
them. Y o u should un íhe first oj portu-
nity rcmind his majesty, that kings to 
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support their regal character ought to imí­
tate God : that they are thc fathers of their 
pcoplc, a title "wliich God himself, the 
K i n g of Kings, delights in , for we say to 
him, " Our Father," not <c Our K i n g :'* 
and that as that unirersal Father provides 
for the preservation, continuance, and sub-
sistence of the species, so ought his majesty 
to be careful of his subjects welfare: he 
should particularly take heed that the no­
bles be not disgraced by improper a l l i -
ances, or extinct for want of good ones. 
A good parent endeavours to raarry his 
childrcn well ; so ought the king. It is 
thus that the king of France has formed 
such a corps of officers, who are stimu-
lated by every motive of honour or emula-
tion, and who would be invincible, did 
not God when he pleases order other-
wise. 

It is not right that the nobles should 
wed with foreigners : we never hear of the 
French, orthe Germans, or the Spaniards, 
marrying a Portugueze woman, and yet 
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we are continually seeking wives among 
them. Sorae families indeed keep them-
selves so puré as on that account to assume 
the ñame of puritans. It is somcwhat 
strange that they should adopt the ñame 
which the Usurper Oliver Crormvell gave 
to his infamous sect; God knows whether 
they were as puré as they pretended to be ! 
Sects of religión are ofíen seen, but a sect 
of families is a novelty. 

I f any nation ought to be proud of iís 
nobility it is Portugal, when we remember 
the expulsión of the Moors, íheir exploiís 
against the Infidels abroad, and against 
the Spaniards at home. The decline of 
the country is owing to the decline of the 
nobility. 

Large pensions are annexed to our three 
orders, but these pensions should decrease 
in proportion to the estimation and utility 
of the order. That of Christ was founded 
when the knights Templar were so barbar^ 
ously destroyed ; king Pedro prostituted 
itto such a degree that lord Oxford qnee 
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observcd, he had never met ttitk a Portu-
guczc wlio was not of the order of Christ. 
Diogo de Mendoza offered the order to my 
sccrelary Manoel de Sequeira ; buthe ans-
wered that such a badge would not be con-
sistent with one who walked through the 
dirty streets of Lisbon. I haveblamed the 
Conde de Taronca for making bis page put 
on bis shoes for him, who wore the order as 
well as himself. To render it respectable 
it shonld be like the Danísh order of the 
Elephanf, and the English Garter, liraiíed, 
and reserved as the reward of great ser-
vices. 

Consider now the import of all that í 
have said : reflect on the forcé of Spain, 
and you wi l l find that our king holds bis 
crown by a very precarious íenure. The 
conqnost of Portugal is but the work of 
one campaign for Spain. But the best 
possible plan would be that the king 
should remove to Brazi l , and íix bis 
eourt at the city of Rio de Janeiro. The 
foil js rich, the clirnale delightful, and 
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the city would soon bccome more flourisíi-
ing than Lisbon. Thcre he might extend 
his commerce, make discoveries in the 
interior, and take the title of Emperor of 
the West. 

But yon ask rae what is to become of 
Portugal. Wha t is Portugal? It is a 
córner of land divided into three parís, 
the one barren, one belonging ío the 
church, and the remaining part not even 
producing grain enough for the inhabi-
tants. Look now at Brazil , and see ^hat 
is wanting. Salt may be found at Per-
nambuco, the country wi l l produce 
wine, and oil raay be made from the 
whale-fishery; true, indeed, we should 
liave no snow to cool our drink, but 
there are ways enough beside of cooling 
•water. 

i f America is in want of some things 
which Europe produces, Europe wants 
more of the productions of Amer ica : 
whatever America is in need of, industry 
can there supply; but it is not thus ÍQ 
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Europc. The Divine Providence pcr-
mits thesc mutual wants,* that all na-
tions may communicate witli each other, 
and forra theraselves into an universal 
republic. 

In contemplating this plan we sliould 
remember how widely the gospel might 
be extended wben there would be so rnany 
more labourers in the Lord's vineyard : 
I say the Lord's, for the Tapuyes of 
Brazil are as much his creatures as the 
Europeans, though they ha ve for so 
many ages dwelt in the darkness of idola-
try, groaning under the dominión of the 
devil. 

Thns sliould Brazil become the porí of 
the world : the Europeans would come 
there for gold and silver, and jewels, and 

» The original wovds are, " A divina providencia 
permittio esta mesma reciproca falta de certos géneros 
en hum e outro hemisferio, para que as nazóes se com-
mnnicassem e se formassem a sociedade da República 
universal. 
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whatevcr productions might be raised, 
ñor when tbe ports wcre open lo thera, 
woukl íhey ever tbink of conquering 
the country. Y o n say that Portugal 
must then be governed by a viceroy, 
that lie would be less careful of the 
state, that the nobiliíy woukl be less 
willing to serve under him, aud that 
Portugal woulcl thus be addcd to Spain. 
To this 1 reply, let the powers of Europe 
guarantee Portugal to his majesfy ; this 
íhey wi l l do for their own interests ; and 
i f Spain aítacks Portugal, let her expect 
reprisals on the sidc of Paraguay and the 
Rio de Prafa. Y o u wil l think me an oíd 
doíard ; but which is best, to live in secu-
rity or in constant fcar ? Portugal wants 
Brazilj but Brazil does not want Por-? 
tugal. 

Thus have I given you my sentiments. 
They may be dccmcd by some imprac­
ticable, romantic, and little orthodox; 
but all things appear impracticable ta 
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Ihose who wil l not put them in practícc, 
rornantic to those who wi l l not reason, 
and heretical to thc ignorant and tlie in-
iercsíed. 

On this paper it may be observed, that 
these plans which the government and 
ministry of that time liad not inclination, 
or power, or courage to adopt, the Mar-
quis of Pombal afterwards did, and hy 
doing it acquired that eharacter for a 
consummate statesman -which he possesses. 
He expelled the Jesuites, planned the 
suppression of all the raonastic orders^ 
and reduced thc powcr of the inquisition. 
l i e published the law íespecting the New 
Christians, and the Pragmática, or Sump-
tuary Law of Portugal. He encouraged 
manufactories, and the silk manufactory 
in particular, rooted out the vines from 
the lands capable of bearing corn, and 
established trading companies. In short, 
be executed all the plans laid down in 
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íhis paper, except rnaking the ni i l i íar j 
orders respectable, and Lisbon a free 
port; both of which werc rcserved for 
the present reign and present minisíry. 

FINIS. 

Piinteci by J , JD.Dewick, » 
46, Barbicap. 
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Ra vadi 2 
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Vil la Castijns 2 
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O'iadarama 2 
Eseiirial lo tlie ¡i^iit.. 1 
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Santa Olalla 1 
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Talaveyra de la Reyna 1 
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Cíiizada de Oropesa . . Si-
Naval Mora! 4 
Almaraz 3 
Venta N u " v a . . . . . . . . i 
Las Casas del Puerto.. 1| 
Xarayzejo 2 
Tmxíllo 4 
Puerto de Santa Cruz.. 3 
Miajadus 3-
S in Pedro 5 
Merida 2 
Lobon 3 
Talave>ala Real 2 
Badajos 3 
Elvas 3 
Venta de Ponte 4f 
Estreñios 2 
Venda do Duque . . . . 3 
Arroyólos 3 
Montemor 3 j 
Venda de Silveyias. . . I f 
Vendas Novas 2 
Venda de Í'V-SÍOCÍÍS . . . . 3 
Atalaya 4^ 
Aldea" Gaiega § 

Madrid 3 
Lisboa is sepárated tVom Aldea Gaiiega by the 

Tagns. Tbe distauoe is abottt J2 miles. 
T t e teasrnti is íbur Englisti miles. 



• 

• 

• • 

• 

• 












